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Heart Issues 
 

“For your heart will always be where your riches are.” 
Matthew 6:21 (Good News Translation) 

 
 
We get to November, and we say to ourselves, “It’s that time of year again.”  
Stewardship time, with budget time on the horizon.  But that thought process 
won’t do!  It’s only evidence of our heart issues.  The real truth, of course, is that 
it’s always “that time of year.”  Every day of our lives is a stewardship moment, a 
stewardship sermon, sure as our hearts continue beating:  “This is the day that the 
LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.” (Ps. 118:24) 
 
The words of Jesus challenge us.  What’s happening with our money reflects 
what’s going on in our heart, what’s at the center of our lives.  He goes on in his 
sermon to explain, to unpack his thesis.  He says “Give first place to God’s 
kingdom and to what he requires, and he will provide you with all these other 
things.” (6:33).  He says, “You cannot serve both God and Money.” (6:34) 
 
Henri Nouwen says this:  “To set our hearts on the Kingdom therefore means to 
make the life of the Spirit within and among us the center of all we think, say, or 
do.” (Making All Things New, p. 43).  The lingering stewardship question is not 
about money, or giving, or pledging, but about where our heart is, what it seeks 
after.  Our use of money answers those questions of the heart more than our words 
can say.  The tale of the tape (changing little over time) is that the average 
American citizen gives 2 percent of their resources to charity, while the Christian 
population gives 2.5 percent.  During the great depression the giving rate was 
3.3%. 
 
We need to reflect deeply on the sermon of Jesus, and our heart issues, every day, 
every day.  We need with faith to set our hearts on God’s Kingdom, to seek first 
the life of the Spirit within and among us.  “For your heart will always be where 
your riches are.”  With all love and goodwill, and asking myself, I ask you now:  
what is your heart seeking after? 
 
Pray about this as the stewardship letter soon arrives. 
 
            Peter Hawkinson 
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Adult Sunday School 2018-19:  “Shalom” 
“The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious to you;  

the Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.” Numbers 6:24-26 
 
Every Sunday, when we sing these words to one another as a benediction, we are offering a blessing of shalom: may God’s 
peace, shalom, be with you. While “peace” is perhaps the most well-known definition, in fact this Hebrew word has a variety of 
different meanings, from soundness and contentment to welfare and friendship.  Throughout the coming months, we’ll explore 
many different meanings of shalom together, and discuss how we can cultivate it: as individuals, as a church, a city, a whole 
world.   
 
Throughout November we’ll hear from members of our congregation on what they’ve learned personally and professionally 
about pursuing shalom in times of crisis and stress. 

• November 4th – Judi Geake 
• November 11th – Inger Eiesland-Schultz 
• November 18th – Brian Madvig 
• November 25th – Melanie Tornquist 

In December we’ll take a break from our shalom study and spend time in small groups with good food and conversation about 
advent. 

Christian Formation at WCC  
Sunday School for all ages, from 9:30 – 10:30 a.m.  

Infant & toddler nursery care is provided in the nursery, room 103 (first floor) 
2 & 3-year-olds are in the preschool room 101 (first floor) 

4-year-olds and kindergarten are in room 104 (first floor, next to the elevator) 
Rotation Sunday School for grades 1-5, in various locations (see details below) 

Junior High Sunday School in the youth room (second floor) 
Senior High Sunday School in the youth pastor’s office (first floor) 

Adult Sunday School in the Upper Room (details below) 
 

Children’s Rotation Sunday School 
Rotation Sunday School for Grades 1-5  
 
Kids experience a different workshop each week 
to explore the Bible Story in different 
ways.  Check the schedules posted around 
church for which workshop your child will be 
attending each week. 
 

Unit 2 – Abraham - November 4 & 11  
 

Workshops include: 
Storytelling:  Abraham will use a sand map to tell about his story of travel  

and encounters with God.  Create a banner to reinforce our 
connection with Abraham. 

 

Art:  Hear the story of the visit of the three strangers to the Oaks of  
Mamre.  Choosing a scripture verse that reminds each child of the 
Covenant promise, create a decoupage reminder of our own 
connection to the promise. 

 

Moved by the Spirit:  Experience the nomadic lifestyle of Abraham and  
Sarah as they erect and dismantle the campsite with each new phase 
of the story.  Ultimately they get to the Promise Land. 

 

Puppetry:  Perform the story of Abraham, Hagar, and Sarah using a  
 “promise” song. 
 
Starting November 18th children ages 4 through 5th grade will begin 
practicing for the Christmas Program from 9:30 – 10:10 a.m. each Sunday 
followed by a fellowship time together in Room 207 until 10:30. 
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Ahoy from the Children’s Wor-SHIP! 

Fall, 2018 
 
We have had a great start together in the Ship on Sunday mornings.  The decision to separate the 4 year olds - 2nd grade and the 
3rd-5th grades (for the lesson time) was the right one!    I know that the older kids enjoy having their own space and I also know 
that Linnea is really enjoying their time together.  She has created a very comfortable space where this group can gather and I 
believe they like having the idea of a spot they can call their own.  All ages enjoying regrouping in the SHIP for offering, 
prayer, singing and hand chimes.  We have a truly wonderful group of children sailing through this year together! 
 
On Sunday, November 4th, the kids (all ages) in the SHIP will plant fall bulbs again!  It was such a delight to see the Spring 
flowers last May, and the kids were proud to have been a part of creating the beauty.  Please, send your child in with one or two 
bulbs on Sunday, November 4th.  We will have shovels, gloves and holes dug.  It may be messy so this is probably not the day 
to be wearing one’s Sunday Best! 

 

REFUEL on Wednesdays at WCC! 
5:30 Dine together 
6:30 Sing together 

7:00 Read, learn, and “be” together 
 
Our Wednesday night REFUEL has been well attended!  We had a great kick-off and have continued to keep the momentum 
going.  The band, EWE 6, is great and adds such an element of excitement to the evening.  Thank you for joining us for dinner, 
singing and programs.  I am looking forward to having our ALL Church Advent Craft Night!  This year will be a different 
format.  Participants will have an opportunity to choose from three different ways to create an Advent Calendar. More 
information later, but this will be on Wednesday, November 28th and will replace the regular REFUEL activities. 
 
Once again we will sing Christmas Carols to the residents of the Covenant Village in Northbrook.  We had an enthusiastic 
group last year and hope to have you join us this time!  This will be on Wednesday, December 19th at 5:30. Dinner will be not 
be served at church that night.  
 
Thank you for the encouragement and support that you show this church family. We are a special place and again, I am honored 
to be a part of your child’s growth here.  

You and your family are in my prayers, 
Melissa Nelson. ( a.k.a. Miss Mel.. a.k.a. Ms. Smell!) 

 

Wednesday Night Dinner Prep - We need your help.  Perhaps you did not know 
that if you volunteer to “do dinner” on Refuel night, you don’t really even have to cook.  We don’t need elaborate dinners, 
although they are appreciated.  You can order pizza, or chicken, or make grilled cheese sandwiches and soup.  We just like to 
see some different faces at that window.  You will be reimbursed for your costs, but just as importantly, you get some bragging 
rights.  Get a team together, bring a friend or your family and be a part of this fun night of fellowship.  Or, you can offer to help 
out with prep any time, to get your feet wet.  (The annual Smörgåsbord is a great event to pitch in) Won’t you consider if this is 
something you would like to do?  See Kitti Steiner any time and talk about a date that is convenient for you.  We are set thru 
December, but still have plenty of slots open for the early months of 2019.  Hope to see you in the kitchen. 

                    Kitti Steiner 

 

 

Wednesday evening study:  Conversations about Fasting and Feasting 
Join us on Wednesday nights at 7:00 throughout November as we explore together what scripture, tradition, and culture teach us 
about these two practices.  Visitors always welcome!  We will not meet November 21st in observance of Thanksgiving. 
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Trustee Notes 
 
Trustee Board’s Financial Update 
 

The following information is as of the end of September: 

• Total contributions:  $684,773 v. budget of $769,007 or ($84,234) 
• Total disbursements:  $762,471 v. budget of $733,529 or $28,942 

Through September of 2018, pledged giving is $523,569, which is ($38,188) lower than last year.  The amount pledged for 
2018 was ($48,796) lower than last year overall.   Statements were sent in early October.  Please check your balance and do all 
you can to get caught up between now and year-end. 
 
Non-pledged giving is $48,817 or ($33,648) lower than last year. This, of course, is hard to predict but still an important 
component of our overall giving.  For those who do not pledge, we encourage you to consider what your giving will be in these 
final months of 2018. 
 
Total giving is therefore down ($71,836) compared to last year. 
 
The Trustees work hard to keep operating expenses in line and the church plant properly cared for and to disburse the funds 
needed for the overall ministry of WCC. During this month’s Stewardship emphasis and time of pledging for the next year, we 
pray that the congregation will not only seek to “meet the budget” or “make up the deficit” but will be challenged to support the 
goal of making it possible for WCC to do all it can and more for the Kingdom of God which we serve. What is your dream for 
WCC and what are you willing to do to help make that dream come true? We pray God to guide you to answer those questions 
generously.    

Julie Bromley, Trustee board chair 

Youth & Young Adult News 
November 4th: All Youth Group Photo @ The Harvest Dinner 
Confirmation and High League will be cancelled on November 4th & all students are encouraged to attend the Harvest Dinner 
with our whole congregation.  As a youth group, we will be taking an all student & leaders picture that will be framed in Pastor 
Joel’s office to show who all was in Winnetka Covenant’s Youth Group in the 2018-2019 year.  The hope is to make this a 
WCC tradition with each year’s picture being kept in the Youth Pastor office. 
 
November 9th: Jr. High Roller-Skating Night from 6 – 9p.m. 
Come join us at “Just For Fun Roller Rink” (139 N Seymour Ave, Mundelein, IL) for a night of skating and hanging out with 
our youth group friends.  Cost of the event is $5 per student & bring extra money for any snacks they might want to purchase at 
the rink. 
 
November 18th: Invite High League Movie Night from 6:30 - 8:30p.m. 
Come join us in the Youth Room to watch a movie with the full spread of movie snacks!!!  Bring your comfiest clothes & make 
sure to invite friends to just relax together before Monday rolls around. 
 
Young Adult Initiative: November 17th: Volunteering at the Friendship Center from 11a.m. - 3p.m. 
All young adults are invited to come to the Friendship Center (3448 W. Foster Ave, Chicago, IL 60625) and serve alongside an 
organization that Winnetka Covenant has partnered with for the Hunger Walk this year.  Please RSVP to Pastor Joel by 
November 9th, if you can come, because our project for the day will be determined a week in advance, based on how many 
people can attend. 
 
 
For all upcoming information & updates, please: 
Give Pastor Joel your email, if you aren’t getting the Youth Ministry Email Blasts & want to be. 
Also follow us on Instagram @wincovyoumin 
And subscribe to our Youtube Channel: Winnetka Covenant Youth Ministry 
And walk into the Youth Room to see our beautiful Upcoming 2 Months Calendar on our Bulletin Board 
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Mission Opportunities 

A Just Harvest – November 1st and 15th, at 1:00 p.m., cooking in our kitchen. New participants are always welcome to 
join the cooking crew.  On the 15th we are asked to send a crew to the Kitchen to serve the food.  Leave from church at about 
4:30 and return about 7:00.  Contact Mary Beth Kovacic to volunteer or with questions. 
 

Greater Chicago Food Depository – Our November date is the 17th and, looking ahead, we will serve on 
December 15th.  Please help with this meaningful and rewarding ministry of repacking donated food and then join us for lunch!  
Everyone 14 and older is welcome. Please contact Rachel Rescorl or Debbie O’Donovan to register, arrange carpools, or ask 
questions.  
 

Refugee Resettlement Group Forming – An initial meeting was held to learn about a group forming to help a 
refugee family with settling into the Chicagoland area this fall/winter. Learn about the process of partnering with World Relief 
to provide aid to our new neighbors, and about ways in which your talents, energy, and time might help further God’s love in 
the world to these forgotten people.  If you are interested in joining this effort, contact Karen Bowen and watch the weekly 
bulletins for announcements of the next steps. 
 

Love Mercy Do Justice Group at WCC - WCC has developed an informal group called  "Love Mercy Do 
Justice" group.  Come join us as we build awareness in our church and community and grow relationships as we walk alongside 
those who are suffering injustice. 
 
As a step forward, some opportunities to get involved. 

• Sunday Nov 18 after church (Jen’s office), we’ll be discussing the book Raise Your Voice, by Kathy Khang. All are 
welcome.  Also, we’ll be starting another book.  We are open to more suggestions, one already suggested is “I’m Still 
Here: Black Dignity in a World made for Whiteness” by Austin Channing Brown. 

• Our next movie night:  TBD We are planning a movie night with Kingdom Covenant Church.  Watch the bulletin or 
website for further details. 

• Informally, we plan to attend Kingdom Covenant Church on the second Sunday of each month.  This is a great way to 
participate through worship, meet some new friends and help sponsor this church plant.  Let us know if you are 
interested and we’ll put you on the information list. 

These opportunities for learning, discussion, and building relationships are open to all.  Please join us in any or all of these.  
Contact Christine Moolo, Bonnie Hawkinson, Marybeth or Kurt Kovacic if interested. 
 

Harvest Dinner 
Sunday, November 4th at 5:00 p.m. 

Plan to join with your church family for our annual Harvest Dinner, an all-church potluck dinner.  This is an event for the whole 
family, and it would be great to invite friends as well.  We gather together to become better acquainted with our newer members 
and with each other as we share a meal together.  At this time we also invite you all to contribute to the monetary Christmas 
gifts that we send from Winnetka Covenant to the career missionaries that we support. 
 
We begin the evening at 5:00 in the sanctuary, where we will enjoy a fun musical program presented by our own Dimitri 
German and soprano Emily Barnash.  Dimitri and Emily will present a program of Broadway favorites – music from Phantom 
of the Opera, Annie Get Your Gun, Spamalot, and more.  It will be a program not to be missed. 
 
Following the program we will move to the fellowship hall for our potluck dinner.  You are asked to bring a dish with enough 
for your family plus five additional persons.  Examples of food you can contribute include (but are not limited to) chicken or 
meat casseroles, lasagna, potatoes, vegetables, salad, fruit salads, jello molds, etc.  Please label your dishes and drop them off in 
the kitchen before the program.  We have ovens to keep your hot dishes hot.  Table service, dessert, and beverages will be 
provided.  New this year:  there will be cards available where you can write down what you brought and who made it. 
 
We hope to see all of you at this fun night. 
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Following are ongoing groups for the women of the 
church.  They all welcome new participants at any time. 
 
The Next Chapter  will be Thursday, November 8 
at 1:00pm in the upper room. We will hear a speaker 
from the North Shore Center for Personalized Medicine 
on the topic, What’s in Your Genes? Hear how 
primary care physicians have access to the most 
advanced genetic screenings to identify key risk factors 
and better detect diseases at their earliest stages. After 
the speaker, enjoy dessert and lively conversation 
around the table.  ALL ARE WELCOME. 
 
Reservations for high tea at Deerpath Inn on December 
13th are full. However, we will be happy to add your 
name to the wait list.  
 
Next Chapter welcomes any woman in a new chapter of 
life. Email Judi Geake to get email announcements of 
upcoming events.  

Women’s Ministries 

Retreat, February 8-10, 2019 – Registrations are now being taken for the February Women’s Retreat at Covenant 
Harbor.  Our own Jen Christianson will be the speaker and the theme of the weekend will be “Living Sabbath Every Day:  
shaping our lives around rhythms of surrender and rest.”  The deadline for registration will be November 11th. 
 
Lucia Festival, December 1 at 9:00a.m. – Plans are underway and preparations are being made for our annual 
Lucia Festival on December 1st.  The breakfast starts at 9:00, the program at about 10:30 with the boutique following the 
program.  If you would like to help in any way, please contact Inger Eiesland-Schultz or Jen Brunzell to find out what the needs 
are.  Contact Jane Rivi if you would like to have a table in the boutique.   
 
We always welcome baked goods for the bake sale and we need people who are willing to bake pepparkakor and spritz cookies 
for the breakfast and for sale.  There are two ways of doing this.  Clean tins will be in the kitchen, along with the recipes, 
throughout the month of November for those who would like to bake at home.  If you would like to bake together with others, 
there will be two opportunities here at church: 

• Friday, November 9 at 9:30 a.m. we will be baking pepparkakor (dough needs to be made the night before) 
• Saturday, November 17 at 10:00 a.m. we will be baking spritz 

For both of these times you will make your dough at home and bring it to the church kitchen to bake with others.  Please contact 
Kitti Steiner or Joan Wallgren with questions.  Baked goods for the sale should be at church by Friday, November 30th.  
 
Reservations for the breakfast will be taken following church on November 11th and 18th.  (Adults, $15 and children, $7.50).  
Contact Kathy Messina with questions abour reservations.  Reservations are needed for the breakfast only.  The program and 
boutique are open to all, free of charge.  Rehearsal for program participants will be Monday, November 26th at 6:00.  

Friendship Circle – A new name, but the same circle of friends.  
We no longer do any quilting, but now meet at 11:30 on the second 
Thursday of the month for lunch at the Bistro at Covenant Village 
and stay for a time of fellowship.  Although we meet at the Village, 
all senior women are encouraged to join us.  In November the date 
is the 8th.  Contact Gladys Johnson. 
 
Sharing Group – There will be no sharing group in November.  
Watch for announcements of a December Christmas gathering. 
 
Stitch and Study - Stitch and Study, combining prayer, 
conversation, and craft/needlework projects, meets on the third 
Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at the home of Marilynn Nelson. 
New participants are always welcome to come with or without a 
project.  Watch the bulletin for our November meeting date. 
 
Tuesday Morning Bible Study – 9:30 a.m.  Our fall study is 
"PSALMS, Prayers of the Heart”.  The Psalms are beloved.  Unlike 
much of scripture, the Psalms are human words directed to God. 
They are poetry that mirrors our souls.  As we pray them together 
we will be challenged, guided and comforted in our faith.  We meet 
weekly and welcome you to be a part of our fellowship.  Study 
guides are available in class.  Questions:  contact Joann Larson  

 

New Small Group Forming:  January, 2019 – Looking for a place where you can come as you really are? Seeking a 
deeper connection and a safe community?  A new small group, for women of all ages, will be forming in January.  We’ll gather 
on Sunday evenings in members’ homes, for a time of honest and authentic conversation about our lives – as well as fellowship 
and prayer.  As members have interest, we may also do a study together.  
 
Contact Meg Madvig or Pastor Jen for more information, and/or to be included on our e-mail list.  We’ll meet in January for a 
kickoff gathering and planning together. 
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Family News 
Congratulations and best wishes to: 

• James and Kendra Hall, on the birth of their daughter, 
Reagan Elizabeth Hall, who was born on August 14, 
weighing 7 lb., 13 oz. and 22 inches in length.  Scott 
and Gretchen Hall are her grandparents. 

 

Address changes – There are no new address changes for this month’s Network because a new directory has just been 
printed.  Please pick one up from the church narthex.  If you are at a distance from the church and would like a directory, let the 
office know and we will send one. 

Mailbox 
Dear Friends, 
 Thank you so very much for your prayer support of 
my brother, John.  And for your support of me.  Your kind 
words of comfort and cards expressing your care are 
sweet reminders of the love and care so evident in our 
congregation. 
        Kitti and Skip 

UPCOMING RETREATS – 
 
New – Sixty Plus Retreat at Covenant Harbor 
 Crescendo: Lives of Lasting Purpose 
 November 11-13 
 More information and registration at www.covenantharbor.org 
Christmas Camp at Covenant Point 
 Extend the Christmas celebration at camp! 
 December 27 – January 1 
 Details and registration at www.cpbc.com/christmascamp 

Men’s Ministries 
Join other men of the church on the first three Saturdays of each month at 8:00 a.m. for men’s fellowship.  This is a time of 
fellowship and discussion. 
 

Memoir Group 
The Memoir Group is open to anyone interested in getting their family stories down on paper and sharing those stories with 
others in the group.  Our next meeting will be Tuesday, November 13 at 1:00pm in the library.  This month, you are 
encouraged to get on paper a family story you’ve never written about but would like to pass on to future generations. Or use a 
prompt! November prompts might include the first time you voted in an election, turkey disasters, football memories or 
Thanksgiving traditions. Both men and women attend this group. No need to RSVP. Friends are welcome, too. To get on the 
e-mail reminder list,  e-mail Judi Geake.  Reminders, with prompts, are sent out the prior week.  

 Soup to Share 
Are you someone in the congregation who could use a cup of comfort? Please feel free to check the freezer and take home a 
carton of soup. If you are visiting someone who is homebound, feel free to take a carton of soup to them. This is a new ministry 
of our congregation. 
 
Do you enjoy making soup? There are empty, labeled containers in the kitchen for your use. Please use only those containers. 
Be sure to fill out the label completely with your name, the kind of soup, the date it was made, and the date it was placed in the 
freezer on the “Soup Sharing Shelf”. Questions? Contact Judi Geake.  
 

Art Installation 
The beautiful artwork on the walls of the narthex are by artist Kari Lindholm-Johnson.  Kari is an ordained Covenant minister 
and Artist-in-Residence at Swedish Covenant Hospital.  She has shown her work in numerous art exhibitions, including at 
Swedish Covenant Hospital, Northeastern University (Chicago), Frankenstone Art Center (Chicago), Smithtown Township Arts 
Council (St. James, NY), and Open Studio Project (Evanston).  Some of the works will be for sale.  If interested, please contact 
the church office.  The book on display has copies that are available for $30. 

WYCLIFFE BIBLE TRANSLATOR – 
On Sunday, November 18th, following a program at 
Covenant Village on Friday afternoon Nov. 16th, a 
Wycliffe Bible Translator from the Philippines will 
briefly tell about the work and excitement of 
translating and printing the Bible into native 
languages, and giving people a Bible in their own 
language.  She will be available in the Narthex 
following the service.  For further information, see 
Ted Garrison. 



 

 

  

Winnetka Covenant Church Network  
1200 Hibbard Road          
Wilmette, Illinois, 60091  
847-446-4300  
www.winnetkacovenant.org  

Our Mission 
To be a Christian community and to proclaim the gospel, 

worshiping together in love, nurturing people in faith,  
serving others as Christian disciples,  

and building a world of justice and hope in the name of Christ. 

Guidelines for Loving Relationships 
We hold grace as our highest value.                   

We practice honest, open, direct communication.  
We speak the truth in love and listen in love.    

We believe the best about each other,  
valuing others above ourselves, as Christ does.             

We allow room for mistakes,  
acknowledging that mistakes are part of the growth process. 

We Welcome You to Winnetka Covenant Church 
We are a community of diverse history, ethnicity, viewpoints, 

gender identity and sexual orientation, status, ability, and 
challenges.  We invite you to join us wherever you are on your 

spiritual journey and to participate with us in the life of the church. 

 

 

 
Interfaith Thanksgiving Service 
Tuesday, November 20th at 7:30 p.m. 
Saints Faith Hope and Charity Catholic Church 
 
 
Sponsored by the New Trier Multifaith Alliance, the annual Interfaith Thanksgiving service will be held at Saints Faith Hope 
and Charity Church, at 191 Linden Ave. in Winnetka.   
 
The featured speaker will be the Reverend Dr. Stephen G. Ray, Jr., president of Chicago Theological Seminary.  He has 
been on the faculty of many seminaries and is an accomplished author. 
 
As always, all are welcome and singers are also welcome to join the interfaith choir.  The Alliance’s Interfaith Choir, Children’s 
Choir, and representatives of various faith communities will lead attendees in music, prayer, and thanksgiving.  Admission is 
free of charge and will be followed by light refreshments.  In keeping with the Alliance members’ mission for social action, the 
New Trier Township Food Pantry will benefit from all free-will monetary offerings. 
 


