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Cody 
 

Some years ago now at an Easter pancake breakfast, four-year-old Cody walked 
toward me, his dad pushing him forward and whispering, his finger pointed.  They 
had been working together on the church’s history way of celebrating:  “Christ is 
risen.  He is risen indeed!” 
 
Cody stood tall, nervously straightened his clip-on tie, raised his hands into the air, 
and shouted, “We are risen!  We are risen believe!”  His father quickly caught him 
and whispered again in his ear.  The boy’s hands came down, and he said, kind of 
sadly, “Sorry.  He has risen.  He has risen indeed.”  Sure, he got it wrong, yet I 
wonder if God helped him to say it.  I wonder if St. Paul and the early church would 
have said it more like Cody did. 
 
The early church prayed that Christ would “Easter” in them.  Resurrection was a 
verb, an action word, something happening to them, the beginning of a whole new 
life.  Paul wrote about it as a present reality:  “So, if you have been raised with 
Christ, seek the things that are above”  (Colossions 3:1).  “For since death came 
through a human being, the resurrection of the dead has also come through a human 
being” (1 Corinthians 15:21). 
 
We seem to greet Easter and its news either by looking back or looking forward.  In 
the Gospels we hear of the historical, bodily resurrection of Jesus.  We celebrate, 
remembering what happened that day.  And then we move from history straight into 
the future as we consider theologically what this historical happening means for us.  
We have hope that because Christ rose from the dead we who live by faith in him 
will someday be raised to life in heaven for eternity.   
 
But Amos Niven Wilder’s poem “The Third Day” bids us to consider that these 
ordinary days are filled with resurrection too: 
 Retell, renew the event 
 In these planetary years, 
 For we were there and He is here; 
 It is always the third day. 
The question of this Easter is not whether Jesus is resurrected, alive.  The question is 
whether you and I, whether we are alive, whether we have found in fact a whole new 
life in his. 
 
Have you ever unequivocally said yes to the present risenness of Jesus?  Like Peter, 
might you run?  Or like Cody, might you throw your hands up in the air to proclaim 
not only that Christ is risen, but that in him so am I?  I hope we can learn from 
Cody’s Easter cadence:  “Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  We are risen!  We are 
risen!  Believe!  You have been raised with Christ from death to life!  Rejoice in the 
news, and take up a whole new life. 
             Peter Hawkinson 
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Christian Formation for Adults and Children 

Adults 
Adult Sunday School has concluded for the spring.   

Stay tuned for more news about summer and fall programs! 
	  

Adult Small Group 
Wednesday evenings, 7 p.m. on Zoom  

 

We Can Do Better: Growing through Uncomfortable Conversations about Race  
Join us as we wrap up our communal continuing education experience led by Dr. Veronica Gilliard of the Justice, Equity, 
Diversity and Inclusion (J.E.D.I.) Institute. Dr. Gilliard will lead us through a journey of discovery, self-reflection, and historical 
analysis as we examine together the impact of white supremacy on marginalized peoples and learn how to engage these issues 
today.   
 
Read more about the J.E.D.I. Institute at https://www.jedi-institute.com/, or contact Pastor Jen with any questions.  
 
These sessions will take place the first Wednesday of each month, and cost $15/person, though financial assistance is 
available.  Your donation of $15 can be sent directly to WCC (for checks, please include “Wednesday PM” on the memo 
line) or you can give online through the church website. 
 
Join using the Zoom link here: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89424598033?pwd=dFh0RnBuemxUS2ZjWVRNSHBhT2tBQT09   
 
Pastor Jen will lead all other monthly sessions on related topics, and there is no cost associated with these meetings.  Here is our 
schedule for March: 

May 5th   – Dr. Gilliard leading  
May 12th, 19th, & 26th  – Pastor Jen leading 
 
 
 

Children 
Sunday Mornings, May, 2021 

 

Ahoy! Here’s an update from the Wor-SHIP! 
See the announcement below about our return to in-person outdoor worship. 

 
With this exciting development, we will return to the traditional format of children attending the beginning of the service with 

their parents, then leaving with Miss Mel for the WorSHIP time. 
 

There will be no 10:15 a.m. Zoom WorSHIP. 

Covid Reopening Update 
 

Beginning on May 2nd and continuing through the summer, we will return to outdoor in-person worship.  Weather permitting 
each week, you are invited to join us on the front lawn, with no advance reservations necessary.  We ask that you bring your 
own chairs or blankets to sit on and plan to remain masked throughout the service and as we visit with each other afterward.  We 
will continue to livestream the service each week for those who are unable to join us in person. 
 
On any Sunday that the weather causes outdoor worship to be canceled, the pastors will conduct the service in the sanctuary, 
livestreaming it for the congregation on Facebook/Youtube.  On those Sundays we will not offer the opportunity for a small 
group to come to the sanctuary in person. 
 
In addition, groups of up to 20 people may now meet inside the church, following general Covid safety guidelines (symptom-
free, masked, and distanced). A representative/leader of the group needs to fill out a facility usage request form prior to 
scheduling an in-church meeting. Forms are available from Pastor Jen or the church office. 
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Winter Reading Together 
Thursdays, 6:30 on Zoom 
 
“The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life.” (John 6:33) 
 
 I have an invitation for you! It is to make an investment in personal spiritual growth and in community. Gathering every 
Thursday evening at 6:30, we are Reading Together.  
 
 Reading Together  is a weekly ZOOM time to encounter the biblical texts that will be read on the Sunday to come: a chance to 
get the bible in our bones a bit and toss around some thoughts, looking for connections, and exploring new ideas.  
 
In addition, Reading Together happens in community…it’s something we do together. We share conversation, stories, 
thoughts, and become better friends as we read together. In this time of isolation, this is a chance to develop growing friendship. 
What a blessing this is!  The great blessing of this time will be that by the time Sunday worship comes, you will have had these 
texts roaming around in your spirit for a few days as you come to hear them again.  A reading together update, including the 
texts to be discussed for that week, is sent every Wednesday afternoon. 
 
I’m asking you to consider making this brief (45 minute) time part of your weekly rhythm, for the sake of your spiritual growth 
and friendships. Also, it will be lots of fun! 
 
Here’s the Weekly ZOOM link:     https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81675547596 

         Pastor Pete 

Confirmation Sunday – May 2nd 
On our first Sunday gathering outside, we will celebrate the Confirmation of four of our young people.   
This year’s confirmands will be: 

• Drew Bramley, son of Grant & Rachel Bramley 
• Addie Gerster, daughter of Fred & Brittany Gerster 
• Gabby Heintzelman, daughter of Jonathan & Carmela Heintzelman 
• Abi Sayavongsa, daughter of Chant & Diana Sayavongsa 

Plan to be with us in person or watching on Youtube on this very special Sunday. 
 

In other Youth Group News: 
 
Jr. High Youth Group:  3:00-4:30 p.m. 
Sr. High Youth Group:  4:30-6:00 p.m. 
 
Sunday events are outside in-person, masks required. 
There is no virtual option for either youth group at this time. 
Our last night of school year programing will be May 23rd. 
 

Graduations 
In spite of the interruptions caused by the pandemic, several of our young adults are graduating from college and graduate 
school this spring.  They are: 

• Allison Rivi, who graduates on April 30 from the University of Michigan Ross School of Business with a Masters of 
Accounting.  She will start working at PWC in July. 

• Greta Eanes will be graduating from Knox College in Galesburg, IL on June 5.  Her major is Creative Writing with 
two minors, Art and Anthropology/Sociology.  She plans to attend graduate school in the fall. 

• Kari Hoglund will graduate from Slippery Rock University on May 1st, with a BS in Dance. 
• And a belated congratulations to Sarah Westerfield, who graduated in December, 2020, from Grand Valley State 

University in Michigan, with a BS in Exercise Science.  She is working as a trainer at 9Round, Chicago, and in an 
interim position as a Fitness Instructor at Covenant Living of Northbrook. 

We offer our congratulations to each of them on this milestone event in their lives and wish them well for the future. 
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Ongoing Groups 

NEXT CHAPTER : We hope to be able to meet at church, but please watch your e-mail for Next 
Chapter News with the topic and location. 
Our next meeting will be Thursday, May 13th at 1:00 p.m. Are you in a ‘next chapter’ of your life or are you just looking to 
make some new friends?  Please join us. 
 
Next Chapter sends out its own Constant Contact Next Chapter News so if you’d like to join us make sure you are on the list to 
receive information about upcoming events by e-mailing Judi Geake. 
 

MEMOIR WRITING GROUP: In April, the men outnumbered the women as we are back to 
meeting in the library!  You may still join by zoom if you would like, where, in April, the women 
outnumbered the men! 
Contact Judi Geake for a zoom link. 
Our next meeting will be Tuesday, May 11 at 1:00 p.m. Prompt:  Memorial Day.  Did you or one of your relatives serve in 
the military?  Are there family stories that have been told around the dinner table or at a Memorial Day picnic about that 
experience?  What does “Memorial Day” mean to you?  
Visit for the first time without writing or dive right in! Listening to each other’s stories prompts memories of our own.   
 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
Men’s Fellowship continues to meet by zoom  at 8:30 a.m. the first three Saturdays of each month.  All men of the church are 
encouraged to participate. 
 

LIBRARY CORNER:  Puzzles are a great family experience.  Having one set up allows everyone to participate 
when the have a moment … one piece at a time.  The library now includes many puzzles.  So if the pandemic has left you with 
time on your hands, stop and pick up a 300-piece, 500-piece, or 1000-piece puzzle to do alone or with others!  No need to check 
it out.  Just help yourself to one, do it, then return it and take another!  E-mail or call Judi Geake if you’d like a delivery! 
 

 
 
Mission News & Opportunities 
 

The Friendship Center continues to serve a diverse group of people who are hard hit by the pandemic.  They appreciate our 
long-standing relationship and all of your generous donations.  Their current top needs are: 
 
Feminine Hygiene Products     Canned Tuna & Chicken 
Diapers – size 4-6       Bars of Soap 
Black Beans (dry)       Shampoo 
Paper Shopping Bags – especially with handles 
 
Please drop off donations to the church office or to Debbie O’Donovan. 
 
Also, you can order on-line at Amazon Smile (designate WCC as beneficiary) and have the items sent directly to Debbie.  
 
Thank you again! 
                    Debbie O’Donovan 
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Mailbox 
 
Dear Winnetka Covenant Church, 
 Thank you for your generosity during the Christmas 
season!!  Thank you for the $50 Target gift card! 
      Eric Colson 
  New Friendly Towers staff, Jesus People U.S.A. 
 
Dear Friends at Winnetka Covenant Church, 
 Thank you so much for the lily which arrived from you 
to my door for Easter.  It brightened my apartment and 
reminded me that the days to be back in church are coming 
soon. 
    Love and blessings,  Vonnie Johnson 
 
Dear Church Members, 
 Thank you for the Easter lily.  It’s scent fills the air with 
the Easter Story, resurrection, and love. 
 Happy Easter to you all, too. 
      Ted & Arlyne Garrison 
 
 The lily is a beautiful reminder of all the blessings of the 
Easter season.  Thank you so much for remembering us at 
this wonderful time of year – and the smell is glorious! 
     Gratefully, Joann & Dick Larson 
 
Dear Winnetka Covenant, 
 Many thanks for the lovely Easter lily!  I’m truly blessed 
to have such a thoughtful & caring church family! 
      Love, Patty Frazer 
 
Dear Pastor Jen, 
 I am once again grateful to be the recipient of your 
organization of a floral distribution to church members.  The 
Easter lily is lovely and emits such a sweet scent.  The plant 
brings to mind so many Easters past since my parents 
thought it was special that I was born on Easter Sunday.   
 Thank you for adding an unexpected joy to this season. 
      With heartfelt appreciation, 
      Margot Steinhart 
 
 The lily plant from Winnetka Covenant Church is 
perfect for my room at Axelson.  Thank you so much for it 
and for the card made by Emily. 
      Fondly, Marion Christensen 
 
 Thanks to the Winnetka Youth for the beautiful Easter 
lily I received.  It was a lovely surprise. 
       Susan Johnson 

Dear Friends at Winnetka Covenant Church, 
 Thank you very much for the lovely Easter lily you sent 
me.  It brightens my life.  Thank you also to Carter who made 
the nice card that came with it. 
       Blessings to All! 
       Nancy Klein 
 
Dear Friends, 
 Thank you so much for the Easter lily I found on my 
porch!  It is very fragrant! 
 I am so happy to see all the signs of spring – trees 
budding, flowers blooming, and warmer weather.  A very 
hopeful sign for all of us. 
       Love from Mary Nilsen 
 
 A big thank you for the beautiful Easter lily that was 
delivered by the Ruth Johnson family.  I loved the creative 
drawing by Harper! 
 He is Risen. 
       Peace, Bev Hutchins 
 
Dear Church friends, 
 I want to thank you for the beautiful Easter lily plant.  
What a wonderful symbol of new life and Spring. 
       Fondly, Betsy Pearson 
p.s.  My poinsettia plant is still lush and gorgeous! 
 
To Our Wonderful Church Family –  
Pastors, Friends, Boards & all, 
 Thank you very much for the beautiful Easter lily Marge 
Eckhardt graciously delivered to me.  I have enjoyed it very 
much and appreciate being remembered in such a thoughtful 
way. 
      Sincerely, Jan Anderson 
 
 Thank you very much, Winnetka Covenant Church, for 
the lovely Easter lily, delivered to our apartment at Covenant 
Living of Northbrook.  It arrived just before LeRoy returned 
home from his surgery, and was a symbolic reminder of the 
new life we experience because of our risen Lord.  Thank you 
as well for prayers and greetings sent during his recovery. 
      Eloise & LeRoy Nelson 
 

Family News 
We express our congratulations to Fran and Ray Wallgren, on 
the birth of their 19th great-grandchild.  Kaedyn Raymond 
Clausen was born on April 17 to Chad & Michelle Clausen in 
Wilmington, Delaware.  Kaedyn weighed 8.1 lbs at birth. 
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Winnetka Covenant Church Network  
1200 Hibbard Road          
Wilmette, Illinois, 60091  
847-446-4300  
www.winnetkacovenant.org  

Our Mission 
To be a Christian community and to proclaim the gospel,  

worshiping together in love, nurturing people in faith,  
serving others as Christian disciples,  

and building a world of justice and hope in the name of Christ. 

Guidelines for Loving Relationships 
We hold grace as our highest value. 

We practice honest, open, direct communication.  
We speak the truth in love and listen in love. 

We believe the best about each other, 
valuing others above ourselves, as Christ does. 

We allow room for mistakes,  
acknowledging that mistakes are part of the growth process. 

We Welcome You to Winnetka Covenant Church 
We are a community of diverse history, ethnicity, viewpoints, 

gender identity and sexual orientation, status, ability, and 
challenges.  We invite you to join us wherever you are on your 

spiritual journey and to participate with us in the life of the church. 
 

 

Camp News 
 

After a difficult year last year our camps, Covenant Harbor and Covenant Point, will be holding camps again this summer.  It’s 
exciting to be able to announce that right now there are 35 children from Winnetka Covenant Church who have registered for 
camp at one of the two locations.   
 
At Covenant Harbor: 
believe.love.serve – May 15, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. – Spend a day volunteering at camp, helping to prepare the grounds for the 
spring and summer seasons.  Meals (breakfast and lunch) provided.  See the Covenant Harbor web site 
(www.covenantharbor.org) for more information. 
 
Covenant Harbor is looking for additional summer staff.  If you know a college-age student whom God may be calling to work 
at camp this summer, please encourage them to apply. 
 
At Covenant Point: 
Rockin’ Robins 2021 – Each spring, Covenant Point offers an “after school” nature program for grades K-1.  Last year, due to 
COVID-19, the program went virtual.  Unfortunately, circumstances don’t allow for in-person Rockin’ Robins again for 2021, 
but they are happy to be with you virtually, with new content this spring!  Please join on Saturdays, May 1, 8 & 15 for an 
online video nature program (with stories, crafts, songs, snacks, bird calls, vernal pool exploration, and more)!  This program is 
designed for kindergarten and 1st grade, but can be enjoyed by all ages.  Videos will be on CPBC’s Facebook page at 10 a.m. 
 
Covenant Mountain Mission Bible Camp 
CMMBC, located in Virginia, is a ministry in one of the poorest areas of the country.  We have supported them over the years 
with both mission work teams and mission teams to run a week of camp.  With an extremely limited budget they are dependent 
on volunteer labor and welcome anyone who would like to spend time for just a day or longer, to help prepare the camp for the 
summer season and help with various construction projects.  Contact them at cmmbc1950@gmail.com for more information. 


