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The Privilege of Church 
 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s classic work Life Together has been transformational in my 
own journey as a Christian living in relationship to the Church.  I marked up a 
copy of the book many years ago, and have returned to it again and have enjoyed 
reading it along with some of you who are congregational care ministers, deacons, 
and executive board members.  The little book leaves me longing and grateful for 
spiritual community, and challenges me to invest my life deeply in the Church.  
Here are a few highlights that might bless and challenge you too! 
 
“We enter into our common life not as demanders, but as thankful recipients.” 
 
“Christian brotherhood and sisterhood is not an ideal which we must realize, but 
rather a reality created by God in Christ in which we may participate.” 
 
“We have one another only through Christ, but through Christ we have one 
another wholly, and for all eternity.” 
 
“The physical presence of other Christians is a source of incomparable joy and 
strength, because they bear for me the living presence of the Triune God.” 
 
“The one who loves their dream of a community more than the Christian 
community itself becomes a destroyer of the latter, even though their personal 
intentions may be ever so honest and earnest and sacrificial.” 
 
“Let the one who cannot be alone beware of community, and let the one who is not 
in community beware of being alone.” 
 
“Strong and weak, wise and foolish, gifted or ungifted, pious or impious, the 
diverse individuals in the community are no longer incentives for talking about 
and judging and condemning, and thus excuses for self-justification.  They are 
rather cause for rejoicing in one another and serving one another.” 
 
“Once someone has experienced the mercy of God in their life, they will 
henceforth aspire only to serve.” 
 
----------------------------------- 
 
Here, just a few examples.  This summer I encourage you to take a long, slow 
reading of this spiritual masterpiece, and let it work on your spirit.  And I pray that 
it would cause you a renewed love for the Church, and your brothers and sisters, 
and the life together we share!  Grace and Peace. 
 
             Peter Hawkinson 
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Adult Sunday School 2018-19:  “Shalom” 
“The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious to you;  

the Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.” Numbers 6:24-26 
 
Every Sunday, when we sing these words to one another as a benediction, we are offering a blessing of shalom: may God’s 
peace, shalom, be with you. While “peace” is perhaps the most well-known definition, in fact this Hebrew word has a variety of 
different meanings, from soundness and contentment to welfare and friendship.  Throughout the coming months, we’ll explore 
many different meanings of shalom together, and discuss how we can cultivate it: as individuals, as a church, a city, a whole 
world.   

May Schedule 
 

Join us for the first two Sundays in May, as we conclude our year-long study with two visiting speakers on “Shalom in our 
World.”  We will hear first from Adam Gustine, a Covenant pastor and author of Becoming a Just Church:  Cultivating 
Communities of God’s Shalom.  Then, we will welcome Sara Aardema to speak with us about the work of World Relief 
Chicago.  Be sure to join us on May 19th as we conclude another wonderful year of learning together with intergenerational 
Sunday School! 
 
May 5th – Adam Gustine, Covenant office of Love Mercy Do Justice 
May 12th – Sara Aardema, World Relief Chicago 
May 19th – Intergenerational Sunday School 

Christian Formation at Winnetka Covenant 

Sunday School for all ages, from 9:30 – 10:30 a.m.  
Infant & toddler nursery care is provided in the nursery, room 103 (first floor) 

2 & 3-year-olds are in the preschool room 101 (first floor) 
4-year-olds and kindergarten are in room 104 (first floor, next to the elevator) 

Rotation Sunday School for grades 1-5, in various locations (see details below) 
Junior High Sunday School in the youth room (second floor) 

Senior High Sunday School in the youth pastor’s office (first floor) 
Adult Sunday School in the Upper Room (details below) 

 

Children’s Rotation Sunday School 
Rotation Sunday School  
for Grades 1-5  
 
Kids experience a different 
workshop each week to 
explore the Bible Story in 
different ways.  Check the 
schedules posted around 
church for which workshop 
your child will be attending 
each week. 

Rotation Unit 6 – The Early Church – April 28th, May 5th & 12th   
Memory Verse:  For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members 
of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.” 1 Corinthians 12:12 
Workshops: 
Games:  Experience the inter-relatedness and value of each part of the body of Christ 
through challenging and cooperative activities. 
Food:  Make “Impossible Pie” and dump cake and engage in some Bible Study to 
compare the elements of the early church to the ingredients used. 
Puppetry:  Explore how the human body works as an analogy to Paul’s reference to the 
body of Christ.  Produce a puppet show to portray this scripture. 
 
Sunday, May 19th – 9:30 a.m., Upper Room.   
Intergenerational CELEBRATION Sunday School!  Come celebrate the last 9:30 Sunday 
School of the year with music, food, and fun. 
 
Summer Sunday School Sign-Up.  During the summer (May 26th – August 25th) 
parents are asked to sign up to teach Sunday School during the Worship service for one 
week per child.  A simple curriculum is provided.  Birth-3 year-olds meet in the 2’s/3’s 
classroom and 4’s – 5th graders start in the service and leave to go to the Upper Room.  
Signups begin May 5 in the narthex with an online signup to follow.  Thanks in advance to 
all parents! 
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Youth News 

Confirmands Presentation of Final Project & Reception with Refreshments:  May 4th, 3 – 4:30 p.m. 
The whole church is invited and encouraged to come celebrate the Confirmation journey with our five 8th graders:  Harper 
Breidenbach, Ava Engstrom, Danny Hoglund, Aidan Jimenez & Will Kelly.  They will present their final projects in the Upper 
Room, followed by a reception with refreshments.  Please join for this wonderful time! 
 
Silent Disco with North Park Covenant Church:  May 5th, 6:30 p.m. 
Ever wondered what it’s like to dance like nobody is watching?  Better yet, what’s it like to dance like nobody can hear your 
music?  We will be joining our friends at North Park Covenant Church to dance with headphones on in their gym, with no 
music being played over the speakers.  So you can take your headphones off and hear only the steps of all your friends dancing 
their heart out.  We will meet and arrive back at church and the cost of the event is FREE! 
 
Senior Night Banquet:  May 12th, 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
First off, Happy Mother’s Day!  If any alumni of High League are interested in joining our Youth Ministry to celebrate our 
Senior class with pizza and a program in the Upper Room, please RSVP with Pastor Joel.  It will be a wonderful time of 
celebration and memories! 
 
Last Youth Group Night of the Year for both Confirmation & High League is May 19th.   
There is no Sunday night programing for Youth Ministry during the summer. 
Be on the look out for our Youth Ministry Summer Schedule of special events! 
 
For all upcoming information & updates, please: 
Give Pastor Joel your email, if you aren’t getting the Youth Ministry Email Blasts & want to be. 
Also follow us on Instagram @wincovyoumin 
And subscribe to our Youtube Channel: Winnetka Covenant Youth Ministry 
And walk into the Youth Room to see our beautiful Upcoming 2 Months Calendar on our Bulletin Board 
 

Confirmation Weekend 
 

May 4 & 5 
 

Plan to celebrate the confirmation of our 8th graders. 
 

Harper Breidenbach 
Ava Engstrom 

Danny Hoglund 
Aidan Jimenez 

Will Kelly 
 

Saturday, May 4 – Presentation of Final Projects (see details in Youth News, below) 
Sunday, May 5 – Confirmation during the 10:45 worship service, followed by high coffee reception. 

Wednesday evening study:  Bible study/book group resumes May 8th 
On May 1st, our group will not meet, so that all may attend the Quarterly Business Meeting.  We will gather for our last session 
on May 8th.  In light of Mother’s Day, we will discuss God as a loving mother, and other ways of describing God.  Check out 
Lauren Winner’s book Wearing God for more ideas – no prereading required.  We’ll also spend time reflecting on our year 
together, as this is our last meeting before the summer. 
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Trustee Notes 
 
A man was walking down the street and fell into a hole. A doctor walked by and the man called out for help. The doctor wrote a 
prescription and dropped it down the hole and kept walking. A minister walked by and the man again called out for help. The 
minister wrote a prayer and dropped it into the hole and kept walking. Then a friend walked by and the man cried out “Joe! 
Please help me get out of this hole!” The friend jumped into the hole with the man. “Joe! Why’d you do that?! Now we’re both 
stuck down here!” “Yes,” Joe replied, “but I know the way out.” 

This story (which I also heard on West Wing) struck me this past week. Winnetka Covenant Church finds itself in a bit of a hole 
financially. But there is hope! Because, together, we’ve shown that we do know the way out! There are 32 people who have 
raised their pledges to the church. There are others, I know, who maybe can’t do that but have put a bit more into the weekly 
offering plate than they usually do. And many, many of you donated household items and a lot of time and energy to make this 
year’s Rummage Sale a success. And those monies are going to help to offset our budgetary responsibilities to A Just Harvest, 
Family Promise and the mission trip this summer. 

I now encourage you to “jump into the hole” with us again on Wednesday, May 1 at our quarterly congregational meeting. 
There we will report not only on excess monies received, but negotiated savings in other aspects of the budget. And, to be 
honest, we will also propose some budgetary cuts that will help us not only this year but as we look ahead into our future. 

Honestly, I can’t think of any better friends to be “in the hole” with! Together, we know the way out. And it is a way into a 
bright future of purpose and ministry here at the church we love. Looking forward to seeing my friends on May 1! 

As of the end of March – the news is good!!! 

  Receipts = $299,190   Budget = $214,047 

  Disbursements = ($269,951)  Budget = ($249,215) 

  Over/Under = $29,239   Budget = ($35,168) 

                 In gratitude, Julie Bromley 
                       Trustee Chair 

Do you order through Amazon? 

Winnetka Covenant Church receives funds through the Amazon Smiles program. 
Go to smile.amazon.com and follow the instructions for designating a percentage of your shopping to be directed to WCC. 

 

 
Important upcoming dates: 

• Wednesday, May 1st  – Quarterly Business Meeting at 6:30 in the sanctuary. 
• Wednesday, May 15th  – Final REFUEL of the spring.  Dinner will be a cookout! 
• Sunday, May 19th  - Final 9:30 Sunday School for the spring.  Intergenerational celebration for all in the Upper Room. 
• Sunday, May 26th – we change to summer hours.  Worship will begin at 10:00 a.m. until the Sunday after Labor Day.  

Dates for the beach services at Gilson Park will be published soon. 
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Mission Opportunities 

A Just Harvest – May 2nd and 16th , at 1:00 p.m., cooking in our kitchen. New participants are always welcome to join 
the cooking crew.  On the 16th we are asked to send a crew to the Kitchen to serve the food.  Leave from church at about 4:30 
and return about 7:00.  Contact Mary Beth Kovacic to volunteer or with questions. 
 

Greater Chicago Food Depository – Our May date is the 18th and, looking ahead, our June date will be the 15th.  
Please help with this meaningful and rewarding ministry of repacking donated food for distribution to local food pantries.  
Everyone 14 and older is welcome. Please contact Rachel Rescorl or Debbie O’Donovan to register, arrange carpools, or ask 
questions.  Our work there benefits the North Park Friendship Center. 
 

Summer Intergenerational Mission Trip – We are planning a mission trip to the Covenant Mountain Mission 
Bible Camp in Jonesville, VA for this coming June 22nd – 29th.  We will provide the staffing for a week of camp, filling all 
varieties of jobs, from teaching, kitchen help, leading crafts, games, and music, camp nurse, etc.  We are still specifically in 
need of a music leader, but whatever your skills, there will be a place for you.  The opportunity is open to all ages, including 
families with young children. Please contact Joel Brand or Cindy Buettgen to sign up or to get more information. 
 

Family Promise Hosting Week – May 5th – 12th.  Family Promise is a ministry of hospitality.  We are part of a 
network of local churches who take turns hosting temporarily homeless families for one week at a time about three times a year.  
When we host we provide dinner each night, along with a place for the families to hang out, overnight accommodations and 
breakfast each morning.  Volunteer signup boards are in the Narthex, you can sign up through the church website or by calling 
the church office.  Contact Joan Wallgren or Jed Bassett with questions.  
 

Love Mercy Do Justice Group – WCC has an informal group called, “Love Mercy Do Justice” group.  Come join 
us as we build awareness in our church and community and grow relationships as we walk alongside those who are suffering 
injustice.  The group is open to all. 
Here are some opportunities to participate: 

• Continue to read White Awake by Daniel Hill (a Covenant pastor); a book study discussion will be planned soon.  
Please keep reading or it is not too late to start. 

• Sunday, May 19th we are invited to a community lunch after worship with Kingdom Covenant at Beggar’s Pizza in 
Roseland.  This is a special opportunity for WCCers to get to know a smaller group of people from Kingdom Covenant 
before our Invitation to Racial Righteousness experience.  Contact Christine Moolo for more information. 

• May 31st & June 1st Racial Righteousness weekend with Kingdom Covenant Church.  This is an experience designed to 
challenge participants to deepen their understanding of racial reconciliation and move to a deeper place of personal 
awareness, responsibility, and action.  Building on the biblical foundation of Rev. 7:9, this experience seeks to assist 
the church in developing a scriptural understanding of racial righteousness, which is the foundation that makes racial 
reconciliation possible.  If interested, please contact Christine Moolo. 

• Join Men’s Group activity to be planned in June, details to come.  Contact Kurt Kovacic. 
• Throughout 2019, we are attending Kingdom Covenant Church on the second Sunday of each month.  This is a great 

way to participate through worship, meet some new friends, and help sponsor this church plant.  Let us know if you are 
interested and we’ll put you on the information list. 

These opportunities for learning, discussion, and building relationships are open to all.  If interested, please contact Christine 
Moolo, Bonnie Hawkinson, Marybeth or Kurt Kovacic. 
 
A Just Harvest’s 5K for Community Wellness – June 1st.  A Just Harvest invites us to participate in their 
annual 5K Race for Community Wellness at Willye B. White Park.  We can participate by forming a team of ten 
runners/walkers or as individuals.  For more information or to register, go to ajustharvest.org/5k. 
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Following are ongoing groups for the women of the church.  They all 
welcome new participants at any time. 
 
Friendship Circle – (formerly Quilters, Knitters, etc.) – We no 
longer do any quilting, but now meet at 11:30 on the second Thursday 
of the month for lunch at the Bistro at Covenant Village and stay for a 
time of fellowship.  Although we meet at the Village, all senior 
women are encouraged to join us.  In May the date is the 9th.  
Contact Gladys Johnson. 
 
Next Chapter News & Events -  May is GAME MONTH! 
Mexican Train Dominoes is a popular game you can play with your 
girlfriends, your children or your grandchildren.  Watch your e-mail 
for at least two times and places to play while we talk!  There will be 
both daytime and evening opportunities.  (Learning to play takes about 
two minutes!) 
 
Reminder:  Next Chapter welcomes any woman in a new chapter of 
life, or who has the time and the desire to make new friends. E-
mail Judi Geake to get announcements of upcoming events. 

 
 

 

Women’s Ministries 

 
Stitch and Study – Stitch and Study, 
combining prayer, conversation, and 
craft/needlework projects, meets on the third 
Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at the home of 
Marilynn Nelson. New participants are always 
welcome to come with or without a project.  In 
May we meet on the 21st. 
 
Tuesday Morning Bible Study ––  
Tuesday Bible Study has concluded for the spring.  
Plans for all are a New Testament study in 
Colossians and Philemon:  Continue to Live in 
Him.  For additional information contact Joann 
Larson.  
 
Women Ministries Triennial Gathering – 
the Triennial is a national conference for women, 
sponsored by Make and Deepen Disciples of the 
ECC.  It is scheduled for July 18-21, 2019 in 
Minneapolis, MN.  For information go to 
iam.covchurch.org.  
 
 

 
 
 

Memoir Group 
The Memoir Group is open to anyone (male or female) interested in getting their family stories down on paper and sharing 
those stories with others in the group. Our next meeting will be Tuesday, May 14th at 1:00 p.m., in the library.  Prompt this 
month:  an important event, perhaps one that happened in May.  Graduation, Wedding, Anniversary, Mother’s Day … or, as 
always, anything you want! 
 
Curious but hesitant? No need to write for the first time you attend. Just come and see what fun it is to share our stories. 
Friends are welcome, too. To get on the e-mail reminder list, contact Judi Geake. 

 
Upcoming Opportunities 
CPBC Triathlon Fundraiser – August 4, 2019 – It’s not too early to start training to participate in the Covenant Point 
Bible Camp Triathlon.  This yearly race is an opportunity to help raise funds for the Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) Family 
Camp offered at Covenant Point each summer.  You can participate in the full triathlon (swim, bike & run), sprint triathlon or as 
a walker.  Competitors can choose to participate as either individuals or as a team of 2-3 people.  Non-competitors are welcome 
to come and cheer on the athletes and enjoy great meals and great people.  Go to www.cpbc.com for information. 

A community trip to Israel and Palestine will take place October 13 – 22, 2020.  Join Pastor Hawkinson for this 
holy time of pilgrimage and learning together.  Brochures are available, and information can be found on the church website.  
Details about this exciting opportunity will be unfolding.  Please be in touch with Pastor Hawkinson with further questions or to 
register your interest.  Welcome! 
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Family News      Mailbox 
 
Winnetka Covenant Church Family, 
 Many thanks to each of you who participated in any 
way in the Rummage Sale.  Everything, from the many 
donations, driving around picking up large items, many 
hours spent here at church sorting and pricing, help on the 
day of the sale to keep the sale running, and many 
volunteers who came to help clean up at the end of the 
day.  The church was transformed and ready for worship 
on Sunday.  It was all appreciated!! 
 The money raised (close to $17,000) will go to help 
support the mission budget of the church. 
 

Delegates Needed 
The nominating committee is looking for delegates for our 
Evangelical Covenant Church Annual Meeting, being held 
June 27-29 in Omaha, NE. 
 
To volunteer to represent Winnetka Covenant Church, 
please contact the church office. 

Do you have a pocket full of change?   
 
Or perhaps the drink holder of your car is full of coins?  Well … now the children of “The SHIP” are going to help you out 
with that!  On the third Sunday of each month from now on these young fisher-kids are excited to participate in the worship 
service by collecting your coins! 
 
Our kids will be collecting coins for Covenant Kids Congo.  The coins will be saved up and we hope to support our brothers 
and sisters as they work toward having clean water. 
 
Please remember to bring your coins to church on the third Sunday of each month!  The children are excited for this new 
opportunity to do offering. 
 
(Note:  this will not replace the regular offering time!!) 

Congratulations and best wishes to: 

• Kim Steiner, who recently received two awards 
from the American Camping Association of Illinois.  
The first award was The Emerging Professional 
award, which is given to a professional in camping, 
with less than 10 years full time experience, who 
demonstrates significant leadership and 
commitment to ACA.  The second award was a 
special recognition for Innovative Professional 
Development to Meet Societal Needs.  She and five 
other women visionaries brought together a Women 
in Camping Summit, in direct response to the 
current women’s movement, and provided an 
environment to talk about women’s treatment in 
Camping, developing a means to address and 
correct these issues. 

• Will Kelly has chosen Winnetka Covenant Church 
to be the recipient of his Eagle Scout project this 
summer.  He asks for support as he raises money to 
build three planter benches to be placed around the 
grounds of the church.  His goal is to raise $800, 
and anything extra will be given to the church.  
Please see the poster on the bulletin board across 
from the office or contact Will for details. 

• Christy Bouris & Andy Meyer on the birth of 
Benjamin Nicholas on Monday, April 22.  
Benjamin was 7 lb., 1 oz. and 20 inches at birth.  He 
joins his big sister, Sophia, at home. 
    

Graduations 

Congratulations to our students who have graduated: 

• Rachel Kovacic graduates on May 8th from Loyola 
University with a Master’s in Social work.  She will 
be working as a school social worker starting in 
August. 

• Peter Westerfield will graduate from the University of 
Michigan with his Masters in Architecture. 



 

 

  

Winnetka Covenant Church Network  
1200 Hibbard Road          
Wilmette, Illinois, 60091  
847-446-4300  
www.winnetkacovenant.org  

Our Mission 
To be a Christian community and to proclaim the gospel, 

worshiping together in love, nurturing people in faith,  
serving others as Christian disciples,  

and building a world of justice and hope in the name of Christ. 

Guidelines for Loving Relationships 
We hold grace as our highest value.                   

We practice honest, open, direct communication.  
We speak the truth in love and listen in love.    

We believe the best about each other,  
valuing others above ourselves, as Christ does.             

We allow room for mistakes,  
acknowledging that mistakes are part of the growth process. 

We Welcome You to Winnetka Covenant Church 
We are a community of diverse history, ethnicity, viewpoints, 

gender identity and sexual orientation, status, ability, and 
challenges.  We invite you to join us wherever you are on your 

spiritual journey and to participate with us in the life of the church. 

 

 
 

VBS 

LEGO and Let God 
June 18th – 20th, 4:15 – 6:00 p.m., at First Congregational Church of Wilmette. 

Registration and more details coming soon! 


