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Open Up! 
 
“If today you hear God’s voice, harden not your hearts.” (Psalm 95:7) 
 
The Lenten invitation is to an old, old story, as we like to sing, “The story of Jesus 
and his love.” (Covenant Hymnal, 527) 
 
This story is wonderfully and dangerously familiar to most of us.  We know well 
that last journey of his to Jerusalem; not surprising, then, that the stories and 
encounters easily lose their stunning and beautiful hue.  The words and actions of 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, become, ironically, predictable.  Ho-Hum. As though 
we would expect God to do such a thing as God does in and through Jesus.  Tell 
me the old, old story. 
 
This is no way to live into the story of a love like the world has never seen before, 
of the self-sacrifice of God Almighty in a human body, and of the great miracle of 
them all, resurrection from death back to life again!  The invitation, the imploring 
command riding on the wind and the voice of the Spirit is to open up our hearts to 
the wonder of it all!  To push through the numbing familiarity to the impossible 
wonder of it all, the death and resurrection of Jesus, and to make it personal, as 
Paul does for the early Church: 
 
“… since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 
they are now justified by his grace as a gift, 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 
whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, 
effective through faith.” (Romans 3:23-25a) 
 
NOW is the season to experience agony in your own part in Jesus’ suffering and 
death, leading you to honest confession and repentance, and NOW is the season to 
watch and taste and see how good the Lord is, in watching the loving self-sacrifice 
of Christ come to bear upon the world, and also your very own soul. 
 
Harden not your hearts to these things… 
 
Let the whole story come to life.  Turn off everything electronic.  Put away other 
distractions.  Sit in silence.  Light a candle.  Take up the gospel and sing hymns of 
faith.  Pour out your life, and let the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus be poured 
out into you.  Open Up! 
 
            Peter Hawkinson 
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Adult Sunday School: March, 2022 
Sunday mornings, 9:30 a.m. in the Upper Room 

 
We’re back!! Please join us in the Upper Room starting on March 6th for a special series, Myers-Briggs and Spirituality, led 
by Judi Geake. We will use this well-known personality inventory to learn more about ourselves and gain insight into our 
spiritual journeys. 

March 6th – Take a self-reporting Myers-Briggs Inventory together and learn what your type is 
March 13th – A Tour of the Types 

March 20th – A Tour of the Temperaments 
March 27th – Prayer Practices by Types and Temperaments 

 
Adult Small Group on Wednesday Evenings: If God is Love … 

Wednesday evenings, 7 p.m. 
 

This winter, we will study If God Is Love, Don’t Be a Jerk by John Pavlovitz.  This book of short essays on “Finding a Faith 
That Makes Us Better Humans” will direct our small-group discussions.  Come as you are, when you can!   

If you’re interested in reading along, there are copies of the books in the church office (suggested donation of $10). 
March 2nd   – no Small Group (please join us for Ash Wednesday service at 7 p.m. in the sanctuary) 

March 9th  – chapter 3 
March 16th  – special Lenten program:  Backyard Pilgrim (see page 3 for details) 

March 23rd – chapter 4 
March 27th – No Small Group (in light of school vacations) 

 
 

 

Christian Formation at Winnetka Covenant 
Sunday School for all ages, from 9:30 – 10:20 a.m.  

For the children - 
 
 

Month of March – Rotation Sunday School (1st – 5th grades) 
March 6 & 13 – Images of Jesus in the Arts 

• March 6 – we’ll build a giant mosaic together depicting a scene from 
Christian history or the Bible 

• March 13 – we’ll learn about different ways Jesus has been described in 
Christian music through the ages 

March 20, 27 & April 3 – Jesus Washes the Disciples’ Feet 
• March 20 – we will make puppets to help retell a famous story called the 

Little Rose of Sharon 
• March 27 – we will explore different ways of serving others like Jesus 

served his disciples 
• April 3 – we will get our feet messy with a sensory walk and then wash 

them together 

Watch the sign board just inside the back (playground) entrance with the location 
for class each week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Covid Update 
 

Starting February 28, we will follow the lead of IDPH and Governor Pritzker's orders by moving to a mask-optional policy for 
those who are vaccinated. Masks continue to be recommended for all people as we are in a state of substantial transmission 
according to the CDC, but they will only be required for those who are unvaccinated. As has been the case throughout this 
pandemic, our course is determined by the science and data available. Please be mindful that our policies are always subject to 
change based on new information and trends, though we remain hopeful that this is the start of a new, safer chapter in our life 
together. Thank you for your understanding and cooperation as we continue to look for ways to keep each other healthy and 
connected. 
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REFUEL 
REFUEL has resumed and we are back to a full schedule, including dinner.  Back to looking at God’s Choir, the theme for the 
year, as the children look at the ways animals (and all of us) each have a special way of participating and being a part of “God’s 
choir.”  Through songs, games, art, and prayer we learn and worship while we refuel ourselves for the upcoming week. 
 
Reminder of the weekly schedule: 

• 5:30 – dinner for all  
• 6:15 – Singing, songs, and skits for all ages in the Upper Room 
• 6:45 – Break out of activities and groups for all ages 

 
Wednesday Night Dinner Cooks and Shoppers Needed 
 

Finally the Wednesday night REFUEL program looks more like it has in the past, with congregation members doing the 
cooking each week.  In that light, we need volunteers to cook and shop for the food. If you are interested in helping out with 
this, please contact the church office and we will send the schedule for you to look at and see where you can sign up.  Contact 
Kitti Steiner with questions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY  
Soup Supper and Worship Service 

Wednesday, March 2 
All are invited to this special evening to mark the beginning of Lent 

6:00 p.m. – Soup supper in the fellowship hall 
7:00 p.m. – Worship service in the sanctuary 

 
 
 

Churchwide Lent Project: 
Let’s Become Backyard Pilgrims! 

After a long year and a hard winter, here’s something to get excited about!   
This Lent, the entire WCC family is invited to join in reading Matt Canlis’ book Backyard Pilgrim.   

This short study will lead you through forty days of walking through your neighborhood and reflecting on the gospel story.   
We begin on Ash Wednesday and conclude Easter Sunday.   

 
The study is written for adults but adapts easily and well to be used with children. 

Read along and then join in for one of our weekly discussion groups to share what you’re experiencing and learning in your 
backyard pilgrimage.  The book will also feature in Sunday sermons, Time with Children, WCC blog posts and more. 

Copies of the book are available in the church office for a $10 suggested donation, or you can purchase your own physical or 
electronic copy at www.livegodspeed.org/shoppe/backyard-pilgrim 

 
Schedule for Weekly Discussion Groups: 

Week 1 – Thursday March 10 at 6:30 p.m. on Zoom (Reading Together with Pastor Pete) 
Week 2 – Wednesday March 16 at 7 p.m. in the Prayer Room (Adult Small Group with Pastor Jen) 

Week 3 – Tuesday March 22 at 7 p.m. on Zoom, with Pastor Pete 
Week 4 – Monday March 28 at 7 p.m. in the Youth Room, with Pastor Jason 

Week 5 – April 3 at 9:30 a.m. in the Upper Room (Adult Sunday School with Pastor Jen) 
Week 6 – April 10 at 7 p.m. on Zoom, with Pastor Pete 

All Zoom links will be sent over email the week prior to meeting. 
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Women’s Ministries 
NEXT CHAPTER NEWS:  
Louise Hill presents Brahms’ Requiem. Brahms was a 
Protestant, and wasn’t thought to be particularly religious. 
While a requiem is traditionally a Catholic Mass for the dead, 
Brahms’ Requiem does not commemorate the life of the 
departed, but  offers comfort	 to the bereaved. “Blessed are 
they that mourn, for they shall find comfort.” Join us in the 
Narthex on Thursday, March 11th at 1:00pm to	 hear 
selections from this gorgeous work.  All are	welcome. 
 

REMINDER! Always check your e-mail on the morning 
of the event in case of bad weather. 
 
 
 

Women’s Bible Study  
Tuesdays, 10 a.m.  in the Narthex  
Join us as we continue our study on the book of Judges.  
We begin with coffee and fellowship at 9:45a.m.; study 
begins promptly at 10.  All women of the church are 
welcome for this time of learning and connection.  
Contact Pastor Jen with any questions.  Study books are 
available in the church office for $10 each. 

• March 1  – WEEK OFF 
• 8 – Lesson 5 (Judges 6:1-40) 
• 15 – Lesson 6 (Judges 7:1-8:28) 
• 22 – Lesson 7 (Judges 8:29-9:57) 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Men’s Fellowship - All men of the church are invited and encouraged to be a part of men’s 
fellowship, which meets at 8:30 the first three Saturday mornings of each month at church in the prayer room.  Contact:  Kurt 
Kovacic. 
 

Memoir Writing Group - Tuesday, March 8th at 1:00pm in the Library. This month’s  
Prompt: Were you ever in an accident?  or…When you think of March Madness, what comes to mind? We ALWAYS 
welcome women and men! This is not a group that critiques writing. We just gather to hear each other’s stories and memories.	
 

New Small Group Offering: Navigating Grief Together 
Whether you are mourning a loved one, grieving the ongoing pandemic, entering a new and challenging season of life, or 
living through another experience of grief, this group is for you.  We are still accepting new members. 
 
We gather monthly on Sundays after worship for a simple lunch and time of conversation and support.  Marlyce Peterson leads 
our group.  Please contact her or Judi Geake if you are interested or have questions. 
 

Reading Together on Zoom.   
Want to study the scripture together with other friends?  Then join us Thursday evenings at 6:30 on Zoom as we read  
and discuss the biblical texts for the upcoming Sunday.  Welcome!  Link:   https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81675547596 
 

Library Corner –  
We now offer reviews of several books available in the library. Would you like to be one of our reviewers? Either fiction or 
non-fiction…the library has many great reads for all ages and interests.  
 
**This month’s book reviews can be found on the reverse side of the birthday/anniversary page. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Only two copies left! 
Sharon Garlough Brown’s latest book, Feathers of Hope, will be released in April.  The story follows the spiritual 
formation journeys of Katherine Rhodes (beloved retreat director from the Sensible Shoes series) as she prepares for 
retirement and Wren Crawford as she emerges from her struggle with a major depressive episode. As part of the story, 
readers are invited to attend Katherine's final retreat at New Hope. If you would like to have a book set aside (30% 
discount), please contact me.               Judi Geake 
 
 

Women’s Retreat - For the second year we were unable to hold the women’s retreat.  We fully expect to be able to 
have one next spring.  In order for it to happen, however, we will need a new planning group.  The group that has planned it for 
many years is unable to continue but will be happy to give a new planning group some guidance as needed.  It doesn’t take a lot 
of people to make it happen – 4 or 5 is enough.  Please contact Kathy Messina or Joan Wallgren if you are interested. 
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     Mailbox        
      Winnetka Covenant Family, 
 From the bottom of our hearts, we wanted to express our 
gratitude for you and blessing from you for the more than 
generous special Christmas offering that we received.  We 
acknowledge the kindness of the Winnetka Covenant family in 
thinking of us in this way.  Your faithfulness toward us is 
beyond what we could ever expect.  So, thank you. 
      Blessings,  

Gary and Mary Lou Sander 
 
  
To Our Dear Friends at Winnetka Covenant Church, 
 We want to take this moment to thank you for your 
amazing care and love for us.  Our mission office just notified 
us of the Christmas gift which you gave our family.  This is a 
real blessing to us; thank you so much for it. 
 We pray that God will continue to use you to be a light in 
your community to reach people for Jesus.  Thanks so much 
for partnering with us on this side of the world in Taiwan. 
       Don & Lillian Dwight 
 
 

 
Mission News & 
Opportunities 
 

A special thank you to everyone who so faithfully and 
generously gives to The Friendship Center Food Pantry 
throughout the year.  The Friendship Center serves 2,000 
people per month and you help make that possible.  The 
community’s current top needs are: 

• Rice – all types 
• Diapers – sizes 3-6 
• Baby Wipes 
• Feminine Hygiene Products (smaller packages, i.e. 20 

count) 
• Canned Tuna or Salmon 
• Paper Shopping Bags with handles 

 
Please drop off donations to the church narthex or to Debbie 
O’Donovan.  Also, you can order on-line at Amazon Smile 
(designate WCC as beneficiary) and have the items sent 
directly to Debbie.  
 
Thank you!          
        Debbie O’Donovan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
  
 

 
 

Youth News 
 

MARCH Schedule for Youth Groups:  
March 6th and 20th – 4:30 – 6:30 p.m., Junior High ( 
6th – 8th grades) 
March 6th, 13th and 20th  - 6:30-8:00 p.m., Senior High 
(9th – 12th grades) 
 
The Junior High retreat was rescheduled for March 11-13 at 
Covenant Harbor. 
 

Come see your friends and invite new ones to join us for 
games, snacks, small groups and lessons every Sunday night 
here at church.  
 
 
CSO Tickets available 
Once again we will have tickets available for Friday matinee 
performances by the Chicago Symphony Orchestra.  The 
CSO uses our parking lot as a meeting spot for a bus that 
they offer their ticket-holders for transportation to the 
concerts, and in return they give us two tickets for each 
concert, including the bus transportation.  The dates are: 

• March 11 – Bloomstedt conducts Bruckner 4 
• April 1 – Muti conducts Mazzoli & Mahler 
• April 8 – Muti, Andsnes & Britten 
• April 15 – The Firebird 
• May 6 – Muti conducts Beethoven, Still & Price 
• May 20 – Ein Heldenleben 
• June 3 – Salonen conducts Daphnis & Chloe 

These tickets are available to the first person who requests 
them.  Please contact Judy in the church office to reserve 
them.  The bus departs from the parking lot at 10:30 a.m.  
You are also welcome to use the tickets without taking the 
bus. 
 
 

        
    



 

 

  

Winnetka Covenant Church Network  
1200 Hibbard Road          
Wilmette, Illinois, 60091  
847-446-4300  
www.winnetkacovenant.org  

Our Mission 
To be a Christian community and to proclaim the gospel, 

worshiping together in love, nurturing people in faith, 
serving others as Christian disciples,  

and building a world of justice and hope in the name of Christ. 

Guidelines for Loving Relationships 
We hold grace as our highest value.                 

We practice honest, open, direct communication.  
We speak the truth in love and listen in love.    

We believe the best about each other,  
valuing others above ourselves, as Christ does.           

We allow room for mistakes,  
acknowledging that mistakes are part of the growth process. 

We Welcome You to Winnetka Covenant Church 
We are a community of diverse history, ethnicity, viewpoints, 

gender identity and sexual orientation, status, ability, and 
challenges.  We invite you to join us wherever you are on your 

spiritual journey and to participate with us in the life of the church. 
 

 

 
Camp News 
Lots of news and updates from both of our conference camps, Covenant Harbor and Covenant Point. 

• Registration for summer camp is open at both camps.  March 15 is the deadline for receiving the early registration 
discount.  Check the website for details on this and the Bring-A-Friend discount. 

• Both camps offer scholarships and financial aid.  No child should miss camp due to finances! 
• All families who had campers last year should have received a brochure with summer 2022 information at your home.  

We have also received a supply of them here in the office.  If there is someone you would like to tell about our camps, 
please get a brochure for them.  Either stop by and pick one up or have us send one. 

• Summer staff hiring is underway.  If you know someone who might be a great summer staff person and refer them to the 
camp, and that person is hired, you will be eligible for a referral bonus of $250 to apply to your summer program. 

• More information on the camp websites: 
o www.covenantharbor.org  
o www.cpbc.com 

 
A couple of dates to put on your calendar: 

• 75th Anniversary celebration – save the date August 14th to celebrate and remember 75 years of God’s faithful ministry at 
Covenant Harbor.  Details to come. 

• Covenant Point Triathlon Fundraiser – August 7.  Come join the Covenant Point ministry and race for a cause!  The 
CPBC Triathlon is an exciting opportunity to raise funds for the Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) Family Camp.  You 
can participate in the full triathlon, sprint triathlon, or a walk.  Competitors can choose to participate as either 
individuals or as a team made up of 2 or 3 people competing in separate legs of the race.  Non-competitors love to 
cheer on the athletes and enjoy great meals and great people.  Details and registration available on the Covenant Point 
website. 

 
 
 


