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We Worship each 
Sunday at 10:30 

a.m. –  
Facebook/ 
You Tube 

 
 
 
 

The children’s 
Wor-SHIP begins 

at 10:15 each 
Sunday on Zoom 

 
 
 

God With Us 
 

“So they took Jesus, and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what 
is called ‘The Place of the Skull’, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha.  
There they crucified him…” (John 19:16-18) 
 
The God of curved space, the dry 
God, is not going to help us, but the son 
Whose blood splattered 
The hem of his mother’s robe.  (Jane Kenyon) 
 

The God of the Bible is relentlessly and creatively with us, never more than in his 
suffering and death.  Jesus, who is God come to life in human form, offers up his life for 
that same human form.  His groans of pain and his bleeding are for us; his words, his 
gasping prayers, for our blessing; his death, for our endless living. 
 
One can’t help but feel these things deeply when walking through the ancient narrow 
streets of old Jerusalem’s old city.  I was there now two years ago, silent, unable to 
speak, feeling that any words would be sacrilege, on the “Via Dolorosa” (latin:  the 
painful way), the street believed to be the ancient path Jesus walked on his way to 
crucifixion, carrying his own cross.  There are stops all along the way, stations of that 
cross journey, to remember and reflect on the story.  The culminating spot is the Church 
of the Holy Sepulchre, built in 326 A.D. on top of the traditional mount Calvary, and 
which houses also the tomb of Jesus nearby.  I can’t wait to journey there with many of 
you someday soon! 
 
Who knows, of course.  The point is not whether these are in fact the exact spots or not, 
but that God came to be with us once, and that it was here, in Jerusalem – after 
Bethlehem, and Nazareth, and Capernaum, and the Galilee.  Real places, in the real 
world, in our human space and time, and in the grand scheme of things, not so long ago!  
Not so long ago! 
 
Faith believes, accepts, and lives out of the conviction that the events of Jesus’ death and 
resurrection happened in real time, in a real place, and that because he is the Messiah, the 
one sent from God to save, the human existence is forever changed – that our sins are 
forgiven, and our death is deadened – that we have a new life of peace and joy with God 
both now and in endless time.  Faith is not rooted in a conceptual idea, but real events, 
moments in time, when once for all God acted in Jesus “whose blood splattered the hem 
of his mother’s robe.” 
 
Such wonderful news, and so much to consider and reflect on in the days and weeks to 
come.  Offer to your faith the gifts of time and space, without too much technology, to 
remember, reflect, and find your words.  Better yet, go easy on the words, and let the 
holy mystery of what God has done have its wordless power in your soul. 
 
For your life is all filled up with the mercy and grace of God, in a shared life with the 
dead and risen Christ that will never end, and with a constant love from which nothing 
has the power to separate you.  God be praised! 
             Peter Hawkinson 
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Christian Formation for Adults and Children 

Adults 
Adult Sunday School, Sundays at 9:15 a.m. on Zoom 

 
 

Lenten Bible Study 
Join us on Sunday mornings as we continue our Lenten Bible study.  

This five-week study is part of the Kingdom Mosaic Life Together series, produced by the ECC’s Love Mercy Do Justice 
Department. Each week we will study a passage of scripture aimed at deepening our understanding of “biblical justice,  

racial righteousness, and the mosaic kingdom of God.” You may preview the study at the following address: 
 https://covchurch.org/justice/wp-content/uploads/sites/29/2020/12/KingdomMosaic_Life-Together-Series-101.pdf   

We will meet at 9:15 a.m. on Zoom.  (Please note the time change) 
Link to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84537658511?pwd=UGQ5MW5UVGcwWlE1VXh4WURJN3hiZz09   

Meeting ID: 845 3765 8511  
Passcode: 245098  

	  
Adult Small Group 

Wednesday evenings, 7 p.m. on Zoom  
 

We Can Do Better: Growing through Uncomfortable Conversations about Race  
Join us as we continue our communal continuing education experience led by Dr. Veronica Gilliard of the Justice, Equity, 
Diversity and Inclusion (J.E.D.I.) Institute. Dr. Gilliard will lead us through a journey of discovery, self-reflection, and historical 
analysis as we examine together the impact of white supremacy on marginalized peoples and learn how to engage these issues 
today.   
 
Read more about the J.E.D.I. Institute at https://www.jedi-institute.com/, or contact Pastor Jen with any questions.  
 
These sessions will take place the first Wednesday of each month, and cost $15/person, though financial assistance is 
available.  Your donation of $15 can be sent directly to WCC (for checks, please include “Wednesday PM” on the memo 
line) or you can give online through the church website. 
 
Join using the Zoom link here: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89424598033?pwd=dFh0RnBuemxUS2ZjWVRNSHBhT2tBQT09   
 
Pastor Jen will lead all other monthly sessions on related topics, and there is no cost associated with these meetings.  Here is our 
schedule for March: 

March 3rd  – Dr. Gilliard leading  
March 10th  – no small group (join us for the screening of “Steadfast”! – see page 6) 
March 17th  – Pastor Jen leading 
March 24th  – Pastor Jen leading 
March 31st – no small group (Holy Week) 
 

Children 
Sunday Mornings, March, 2021 

 

Ahoy! Here’s an update from the Wor-SHIP! 
To participate in the weekly zoom meeting for children’s church, please find the link on the church Web page, 

and on the weekly Service announcement.  The password is Theworship. 
We will begin at 10:15. 

 
We are hoping this will allow the kids to get set up in time for the adults to go to the live stream service at 10:30. 

 
On Friday I will send a related children’s bulletin to print and any additional information for the upcoming time in the SHIP.   

We are hoping to have a variety of kids participate by  
sharing their music abilities, reading stories and scripture, singing, and praying together over Zoom. 

 
Thank you for your participation!  If you have any questions, please contact me. 

Blessing to you and be a blessing to others. 
Miss Mel  
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Winter Reading Together 
Thursdays, 6:30 on Zoom 
 
“The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life.” (John 6:33) 
 
 I have an invitation for you! It is to make an investment in personal spiritual growth and in community. Gathering every 
Thursday evening at 6:30, we are Reading Together.  
 
 Reading Together  is a weekly ZOOM time to encounter the biblical texts that will be read on the Sunday to come: a chance to 
get the bible in our bones a bit and toss around some thoughts, looking for connections, and exploring new ideas.  
 
In addition, Reading Together happens in community…it’s something we do together. We share conversation, stories, 
thoughts, and become better friends as we read together. In this time of isolation, this is a chance to develop growing friendship. 
What a blessing this is!  The great blessing of this time will be that by the time Sunday worship comes, you will have had these 
texts roaming around in your spirit for a few days as you come to hear them again.  A reading together update, including the 
texts to be discussed for that week, is sent every Wednesday afternoon. 
 
I’m asking you to consider making this brief (45 minute) time part of your weekly rhythm, for the sake of your spiritual growth 
and friendships. Also, it will be lots of fun! 
 
Here’s the Weekly ZOOM link:     https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81675547596 

 
On the third Thursday of each month, from January through March, we will read together Falling Upward: A Spirituality for 
the Two Halves of Life by Rev. Richard Rohr. Here’s a description: 
 
“In the first half of life, we are naturally and rightly preoccupied with establishing our identity – climbing, achieving, and 
performing. But those concerns will not serve us as we grow older and begin to embark on a further journey, one that involves 
challenges, mistakes, loss of control, broader horizons, and necessary sufferings. A new paradigm is offered – that of “Falling 
Upward”—that helps us understand how our sorrows, struggles, and failings can lead us to spiritual growth.” (Book Preface) 
 
Each month, we’ll read a bit, and gather for a ZOOM conversation following this schedule: 
 
Thursday January 21 – 6:30 p.m., introduction and chapters 1-3. 
Thursday, February 18 – 6:30 p.m., chapters 4-8. 
Thursday, March 18 – 6:30 p.m., chapters 9-13 and coda. 
 
Books are readily available from your preferred bookseller.   Join in on Zoom Link  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81675547596 
 
I hope you will take, read, join the conversation and grow!  
                      Pastor Pete 

 
Covid Reopening Update 

 
As numbers in Illinois continue to improve, we are now opening the sanctuary for 10 people to attend the worship service in 
person. There will be safety procedures followed, including being symptom-free, wearing a mask, temperatures taken upon 
arrival, and distancing before, after, and during the service. Reservations are available on a signup genius - 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0c4eacaa2ca4fa7-worship 

FAMILIES with children through 5th grade - we are also now offering our children the opportunity to meet with Miss Mel 
and Miss Linda in person during the WorSHIP time at 10:15. The same limit of 10 applies, and signup is available through the 
signupgenius link above. 

In addition to the Sunday worship service, groups of up to 10 people may now meet in the church, following the same health 
and safety guidelines. A representative/leader of the group needs to fill out a facility usage request form prior to scheduling an 
in-church meeting. Forms are available from Pastor Jen or the church office. 
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Ongoing Groups 

NEXT CHAPTER : NOTE NEW TIME! 
Our next meeting will be Thursday, March 11 on zoom. We will join each other for ‘Happy Hour’ at 4:00 p.m.  Bring your 
own beverage and be prepared to tell us what makes you happy, even in these pandemic times.  Watch for the Next Chapter 
Newsletter with further information. 
 
Next Chapter sends out its own Constant Contact Next Chapter News so if you’d like to join us make sure you are on the list to 
receive information about upcoming events by e-mailing  Judi Geake. 
 

MEMOIR WRITING GROUP for Women AND Men   
(We have three Men in our group and welcome others.)  We MAY BE ABLE to meet in person in the 
library so make sure we have your e-mail address. 
Our next meeting will be Tuesday, March 9 at 1:00 p.m. Prompt:  March Madness.  What is the craziest thing you’ve ever 
done (that you can share).  This could be a prank you pulled on your spouse, family, or someone else.  Or … did you accept a 
blind date, did you climb Machu Picchu, did you ski down ‘devil’s peak’?  
Please make sure you are on the memoir mailing list by e-mailing  Judi Geake.  Visit for the first time without writing or dive 
right in! Listening to each other’s stories prompts memories of our own.   
 
 
ACCOUNTABILITY GROUPS 
Join an Accountability Group and Accomplish Your Goals.   
Check-in by text or email with a group of three people. 
So far we have started two accountability groups…people who check in with each other to be held accountable for 
accomplishing weekly goals they have set for themselves – one by text, one by e-mail.  

Email your interest to Judi Geake and I’ll put together a small group for whatever works best for you.  

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
Men’s Fellowship continues to meet by zoom  at 8:30 a.m. the first three Saturdays of each month.  All men of the church are 
encouraged to participate. 
 

LIBRARY CORNER 
The library continues to be closed but if you have a new book you’d like to donate please call the church office and one of the 
committee members will get back to you.   

 

 

March Youth Group News: 
 

Youth Ministry Sunday Schedule: 
Confirmation: 3:00-3:30 p.m. 
Jr. High Youth Group: 3:30-4:30 p.m. 
High League: 4:30-5:30 p.m. 
 
Contact Pastor Joel for Zoom links and look out for emails about updated schedules and events! 
 
Also, be sure to check out our “20 Questions” Youtube Video Series on the Winnetka Covenant Youth Ministry Youtube 
channel.  New interviews are posted every week! 
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Mailbox 
 
Dear Friends at Winnetka Covenant, 
 We want to take this opportunity to thank you for your 
generous Christmas gift which our missions office notified us 
of recently. We really do appreciate your kindness and 
prayers. 

God is taking care of us and blessing our work with the 
Filipino JCC Church. Although Taiwan has done well 
controlling Covid and we are able to meet on Sundays, the 
government stills requires everybody to wear masks at 
meetings. 

May God bless you all, 
Don and Lillian Dwight 

Dear Pastor, Ministers, and Parishioners, 
 Bernadine Rentfleish and I wanted to thank you for your 
generous gifts of Target cards and chocolate this last 
Christmas.  She is getting a new crock-pot and I – new shoes.  
Your love is felt, and appreciated. 
     Bernadine; and Ron (Koszak) 

Friendly Towers, Uptown, Chicago 
 

Family News 
We express our congratulations and best wishes to Carter 
Nelson and Bethany Cooper, who became engaged in 
February.  After having grown up only 3 miles away from 
each other and attending rival high schools (Evanston 
Township and New Trier), Carter and Bethany met while 
studying at Garret Evangelical Theological Seminary in 
Evanston.  They are planning for a wedding next coming 
winter.  Carter’s parents are Pete and Melissa Nelson. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
  

Mission News & Opportunities 
 

Thank you to everyone who so graciously gave donations to The Friendship Center.  This past month you completely filled my 
SUV twice!! All your food, soap & diapers were received with much gratitude.  
 
Of course the need continues. Top requests: 
    Canned Tuna 
    Cooking Oil (quart size or smaller) 
    Peanut Butter & Jelly 
    Black Beans 
    Rice 
    Bars of Soap 
    Paper Shopping Bags 
    Diapers (size 3-6) 
   Any non-perishable food items 
 
Please drop off donations to the church office or to Debbie O’Donovan. 
 
Easier yet, order on-line at Amazon Smile (designated WCC as beneficiary) and have the items sent directly to Debbie.  
 
Thank you again! 
                    Debbie O’Donovan 

Upcoming Opportunities 
Lumunos – Chicago Men’s Retreat Reunion – Saturday, March 13th, 9 a.m. – 12 noon, facilitated by Doug Wysockey-
Johnson.  Revisit Male in a Whale and Other Greatest Hits.  See Lumunos web site (www.lumunos.org) for more information. 
 
Covenant Harbor – 
Maple Fest - April 18 
Moms & Daughters Retreat – May 7-9 
believe.love.serve – May 15, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. – Spend a day volunteering at camp, helping to prepare the grounds for the spring 
and summer seasons.  Meals (breakfast and lunch) provided. 
See the Covenant Harbor web site (www.covenantharbor.org) for information on these events.  
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Winnetka Covenant Church Network  
1200 Hibbard Road          
Wilmette, Illinois, 60091  
847-446-4300  
www.winnetkacovenant.org  

Our Mission 
To be a Christian community and to proclaim the gospel,  

worshiping together in love, nurturing people in faith,  
serving others as Christian disciples,  

and building a world of justice and hope in the name of Christ. 

Guidelines for Loving Relationships 
We hold grace as our highest value. 

We practice honest, open, direct communication.  
We speak the truth in love and listen in love. 

We believe the best about each other, 
valuing others above ourselves, as Christ does. 

We allow room for mistakes,  
acknowledging that mistakes are part of the growth process. 

We Welcome You to Winnetka Covenant Church 
We are a community of diverse history, ethnicity, viewpoints, 

gender identity and sexual orientation, status, ability, and 
challenges.  We invite you to join us wherever you are on your 

spiritual journey and to participate with us in the life of the church. 
 

 

 

Special Opportunities with LMDJ 

March 2nd – COVID-19 and the Asian-American Experience 
 

7:30 PM on Zoom 
 

Join us for this virtual town hall, led by Dr. Boaz Johnson, Dr. Russell Jeung, and Pastor Mary 
Chung March, leader of the Covenant Asian Pastors Association. We will learn about the 
experience of our Asian brothers and sisters in Christ during this pandemic, hear specific 
concerns about the Chicago area, listen to Q&A, and spend time in prayers of lament. 

Please watch your email for a Zoom link. 

March 10th – “Steadfast” screening co-sponsored by the Outreach Committee 
 

7:00 PM on Zoom 
 

All are invited to a screening and discussion of the movie “Steadfast,” a short documentary 
by Karen Nilson about the experience of Nancy Carlson, a lifelong Covenanter navigating 

her relationship to her congregation after the coming out of her son. This powerful film 
explores themes of commitment, conflict and relationship in faith communities. We hope 

you will join us!  
 

Zoom link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87998230023?pwd=UTJvNkVMVWh6MGhKT3duRTlKSXZsZz09  


