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Mark your calendars! 

 
February 26 

Ash Wednesday 
(page 3) 

 
March 12-15 

Andy Larsen 
Weekend 

(page 7) 
 

March 15 
All-Church Skate 

(page 8) 
 

March 29 
Prairie Brass Band 

(page 8) 
 

You are invited!! 
 
 
Where: Covenant Mountain Mission Bible Camp in Jonesville, VA.   
 
Why: To provide staffing for their Day Camp, Monday through Friday, 9a.m.-3p.m., 
for ages Kindergarten through 5th grade. 
 
What roles are needed for the trip: 
 

Teachers, who walk an individual grade through the programming each day. 
Craft Leaders, who help kids engage with their creativity. 
Game Leaders, who help kids be active and have fun. 
Music Leaders, who help the kids worship in Chapel. 
Camp Nurse, who helps kids be healthy and safe. 
Kitchen Help, who allow for the kids to have energy for the day. 
Maintenance Help, who help camp with projects on their grounds. 
 
Please do not think that you have would have nothing to offer the group.  You do! 
If you come, we will find a role that will suit you & benefit camp and the campers! 
 
Join us on Sunday, March 1st right after church in the sanctuary for a 20-minute 
interest meeting to get more details & to have your questions begin to get answered. 
 
Our goals this year for this trip are: 
 

#1 To bring 30 people from Winnetka Covenant on this trip. 
#2 To bring 15 people who have never been to CMMBC before. 
#3 To provide excellent programming for 100 campers each day at camp!!! 
 
Covenant Mountain Mission’s theme for the summer is “Come to the Fountain.” 
It’s based off of Jesus’ words in John 4:13-14, 
“Everyone who drinks some of this water will be thirsty again. 
But whoever drinks some of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again, 
but the water that I give him will become in him a fountain of water springing up to 
eternal life.” 
 
Please prayerfully consider coming on this trip & consider others you might know 
who might be blessed to partner with us in this way as well. 
              Joel Brand 
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Adult Sunday School 2019-20:  “As the Good Book Says” 
 

“Your word is a lamp to my feet, and a light to my path.” Psalm 119:105 
 
As Covenanters, we affirm that the Bible is “the Word of God, the only perfect rule for faith, doctrine, and conduct.”  Our 
ancestors in the faith were known for asking, “Where is it written?” whenever they were faced with a question of scriptural 
interpretation.  Yet, while we love and respect scripture, there is much in it that we struggle with and don’t understand.  How 
do we read the Bible?  How do we interpret some of its most difficult and challenging passages?  What role does it play in our 
lives? 
 

We will continue our study in March with a Lenten series and two special speakers from the denomination. 

• March 1st – Reading and Living Lament, from the series “The Psalmist’s Cry” based on the work of Walter 
Brueggemann;  film and discussion led by Pastor Jen 

• March 8th – Reading and Living Lament, part II 
• March 15th – guest speaker Andrew Larsen, from ECC’s Serve Globally and MENA (Middle East North Africa) 

departments, on Peacemaking in Christian-Muslim Relations 
• March 22nd – guest speaker Ramelia Williams, from ECC’s Love Mercy Do Justice department 
• March 29th – Reading and Living Lament, part III 

 

Christian Formation at Winnetka Covenant 

Sunday School for all ages, from 9:30 – 10:30 a.m.  
Infant & toddler nursery care is provided in the nursery, room 103 (first floor) 

2 & 3-year-olds are in the preschool room, 101 (first floor) 
4-year-olds and kindergarten are in room 104 (first floor, next to the elevator) 

Sunday School for grades 1-5, rooms 205 & 207 (see details below) 
Junior High Sunday School in the youth room (second floor) 

Senior High Sunday School in the youth pastor’s office (first floor) 
Adult Sunday School in the Upper Room (details below) 

 

Children’s Sunday School 
Curriculum for 2019-2020 – Justice Journey for Kids 
 
With the belief that children are fully a part of the body of Christ, 
and in the hope that the next generation will celebrate the 
diversity of God's Kingdom and be empowered by the Spirit and 
the love of Christ to overcome the injustice inherent in a broken 
world. The ECC's Make and Deepen Disciples and Love Mercy 
Do Justice partnered to develop this resource. 

MARCH 
 

The children’s Sunday School has returned to the 
rotation format that they have followed the last few 
years.  There will be a sign board at the back entrance to 
the church (the one by the playground) that will tell 
children each week where they should go. 
 
The theme of this month’s rotation unit is The 
Beatitudes. 
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Wednesday Night REFUEL – BEE Active!  
As we are in our new year together, here is a reminder of the Wednesday night REFUEL schedule: 
5:30 – dinner begins in the Fellowship Hall 
6:00 – children gather in the SHIP (see below for details) 
6:30 – all ages gather in the Upper Room for singing and skits 
7:00 – opportunities for all ages 
  Children go to art, Bible, and gym time 
  Adults may go to small group study in the Prayer Room (see below for details) 
  2nd Adult option – Parent’s Group in the Upper Room  
 

Wednesday Night REFUEL has an addition to its schedule. The children, when finished eating, are now dismissed to join me in 
the SHIP at 6:00.  We spend the first 10 minutes going over what the evening’s lesson will be and deciding on who would like 
to participate in the reading and /or other parts of the 6:30 worship.  At 6:10 half of the children (those who are interested in 
participating) go to children’s choir with Mr. Dimitri and the other half remain to practice the hand chimes with Ms. Linda.  
They alternate weeks so all the children have the opportunity to experience both. 

Thank you for bringing your children to participate in activities at WCC! 

           Ms. Mel, Melissa Nelson, Ms. Smell, Mrs. Nelson, sometimes Mom! 
 

 

Wednesday Evenings 7 pm:  Adult Small Group Study 
 

Do you often find yourself rushing through the days, without paying attention to what is going on around and within you?  
Would you like to start this year off feeling more deeply connected, both to God and to others? 
 
Join us on Wednesday evenings this winter as we discuss Barbara Brown Taylor’s An Altar in the World together.  Through a 
series of twelve practices, including “The Practice of Wearing Skin,” and “The Practice of Getting Lost,” she shows us how to 
find sacredness in the everyday.  Copies are available through church at a cost of $10 each, or you can find the book online or 
at your library.  Please note, however, that you are welcome to join us with or without reading!   
 
We will continue our study on March 4th with a discussion of chapters 6 & 7.  We will meet on March 11th to discuss chapter 8, 
and March 18th for chapter 9.  We will not meet on March 25th in light of spring break for area schools. 

Book discussion coming in March 
Sharon Garlough Brown’s recent novella Remember Me is the story of New Hope Retreat Center’s director, Katherine Rhodes’, 
troubled past as she dealt with the death of her son. It is a book that takes us through Lent and the Stations of the Cross as she 
writes letter to her niece Wren, who is struggling through her own depression. We will meet four Sundays in the Library at 
9:30a.m. March 1, 8, 22, 29. We will skip March 15 to welcome a guest speaker, Andy Larsen, in Adult Sunday School. Books 
are available in the office for $15 or in the library.  Read through pg 16 for the first session. Questions? Contact Judi Geake. 

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE 

6:00 p.m. – Soup supper in the fellowship hall 

7:00 p.m. – Ash Wednesday worship service in the sanctuary 
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Trustee Notes 
 
Hello Winnetka Covenant Church! My name is Rob Thomas and I am the new Board of Trustees Chair. It is humbling to serve 
in the church that I grew up in. I want to thank Julie Bromley for the fantastic job she did as chair and her willingness to help 
ease the transition. Her departure has left big shoes for me to fill. I would also like to thank Tom Sharp, Reed Brunzell and Cal 
Isaacson for staying on in their respective roles and the rest of the Board for their prayers, support and dedication.  
 
I believe in transparency and openness. If you have any comments, questions or concerns, please feel free to reach out to me 
directly and I will bring them to the Board for careful consideration.  
 
January was a strong month financially. We had budgeted for receipts of $79,242 and had actual receipts of $99,791.  We also 
had $1,970 less in expenses than what was budgeted for. Although January was a strong month, there is continued decline in 
pledge numbers that requires a long-term solution. The Board of Trustees looks forward to being part of that important 
dialogue. We thank you for your financial support and generosity and ask for your continued prayers.  

Mission Opportunities 
A JUST HARVEST – March 5th & 19th, at 1:00 p.m., cooking in our kitchen.   

New participants are always welcome to join the cooking crew.  On the 19th we are asked to send a crew to the Kitchen to 
serve the food.  Leave from church at about 4:30 and return about 7:00.  Contact Linnea Johnson to volunteer.  

 
GREATER CHICAGO FOOD DEPOSITORY – March 21st from 8:30-11:15 a.m.   

Please help with this meaningful and rewarding ministry of repacking donated food. Everyone 14 and older is welcome.  
Contacts: Rachel Rescorl or Debbie O'Donovan.  Next month's date is April 18th.  

 
A DIFFERENT KIND OF OPPORTUNITY 

We received a letter from the North Shore Senior Center, looking for volunteers for the Escorted Transportation Services 
Program for the North Shore service area.  This is a program that uses local volunteers to provide seniors with rides to 
medical and dental treatment.  Every day local seniors miss important medical appointments, simply because they 
couldn’t get there.  Help with this critical need while enjoying the company of an appreciative senior.  Also, for the 
seniors in our congregation, this is a transportation service that exists for themselves or for a family member who can no 
longer drive.  For more information, go to cpadovani@nssc.org or call 847-242-6257. 

 
DONATE FOR DISASTER RELIEF 

Covenant World Relief partners with local organizations to put donated money to the best use in areas where natural 
disasters have occurred.  Currently they are accepting donations to help with ongoing earthquake relief in Puerto Rico and 
various other disasters.  To donate go to the Covenant website (covchurch.org). 

 

2020 YTD v. 2019 YTD     
  1/31/2020 1/31/2019      Percent 
YTD Actual Receipts  $99,791 $67,831 47% 
YTD Actual Disbursements  ($124,615) ($79,212) 57% 
YTD Over/(Under)  ($24,824) ($11,381) 118% 

     
YTD Budgeted Receipts  $79,242 $70,599 12% 
YTD Budgeted Disbursements  ($78,500) ($80,769) -3% 
YTD Budgeted Over/(Under)  $742 ($10,170)       -107% 

 
COVENANT COMPANION – The Covenant Companion is the magazine produced and published by the denomination.  
This year the Companion received top awards from both the Associated Church Press and the Evangelical Press Association.  
The magazine informs, encourages, and connects the Covenant Church.  Winnetka Covenant is committed to providing the 
Companion to each of our member families through the Every Family subscription plan, at a reduced cost of $18 per family.  If 
you are able to reimburse the church it is very much appreciated.  If you are able to include a little more to cover the cost for 
another family who can’t make this a financial priority at this time it is also appreciated.  Thank you. 
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Memoir Writing Group for Women AND Men  
(the men in our group encourage other men to join us!) 
Our next meeting will be Tuesday, March 10 at 1:00 p.m. in the library.  This month you may write anything you want from 
your own ideas or from prompts we handed out last month.  Email Judi if you’d like that list. Questions include: #8. Are you 
good at crafts? What’s something you made that you are proud of? #7. What games did you play when you were young? What 
did you look forward to the most as a child? #18. What is one of the greatest physical challenges you have ever had to go 
through? What gave you strength? #3. Have you ever gotten in a fight? Visit for the first time without writing or dive right in! 
Listening to each other’s stories prompts memories of our own.   Questions? Contact Judi Geake. 

Men’s Fellowship  
 
All men of the church are encouraged to be a part of 
men’s fellowship, which meets the first three 
Saturday mornings of each month at 8:30 a.m.  The 
men of the group take turns leading the discussion 
on a topic of each leader’s choosing. 
 
************************ 
Men’s Retreat – March 13-15 
Get the date on your calendar for the annual Men’s 
Retreat at Covenant Harbor Bible Camp in Lake 
Geneva, WI.  Sponsored by Lumunos, you can find 
more information and registration on the lumunos 
website – lumunos.org. 
 

 

Love Mercy Do Justice 
Please join us for a movie & discussion or a discussion group. 
 
LMDJ Movie afternoons 
• March 12-15: Learning to Love our Muslim Neighbors with 

Covenant Missionary Andy Larsen.  We will watch his 
documentary, Make Hummus Not Walls.   

• April 18: Banished at 2 pm in the Youth Room. A 2006 
documentary film about four U.S. cities which were part of many 
communities that violently forced African American families to 
flee in post-Reconstruction America. 

 
Please join us as we worship at Kingdom Covenant, our sister 
church, at 11800 Indiana Ave in Chicago. Watch the bulletin for 
updates. 

Library Corner 
The library has books you may have missed standing on the first shelves inside the library door.  Some are old classics; some 
are by long-admired authors; some invite you in with their ‘catchy’ titles.  If you are looking for some late winter/early spring 
reading, come visit the library. 

• Why Did Jesus, Moses, the Buddha, and Mohammed Cross the Road? by Brian Mclaren 
• What Mary & Joseph (Solomon, Lot, Hannah & others) Knew (or didn’t know) about Parenting by Rick Osborne 
• The Marys of the Bible, The Original #MeToo Movement by Boaz Johnson 
• Inspired by Rachel Held Evans 
• The Most Important Thing I Know: Life Lessons from Colin Powell, Stephen Covey, Maya Angelou, and 75 other 

Eminent Individuals. 
• Finding God in Unexpected Places, by Philip Yancey 

The Library would welcome books by David Brooks, Al-Nehisi Coates, or Karen Armstrong.  Do you have a copy of Just 
Mercy to donate?  Do you have suggestions for the library … books or authors you’d like to see us add to our collection?  
There is a suggestion box inside the library door for your requests or comments 

Outreach Opportunity 
 
LUNCH WITH WCC!  
Starting in January, the Outreach committee began hosting a series of informal monthly lunch gatherings after church. The 
March date is the 8th.  This is a great chance for guests and visitors to learn more about Winnetka Covenant Church, or for you 
to continue fellowship with your church family.  We’ll gather in the Narthex briefly after worship before heading out to a 
nearby casual restaurant.  (The connections and fun are free, but the cost of lunch will be on your own.)  Contact Jane Rivi or 
René Nelson with any questions. 
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Women’s Ministries 
 
Following are ongoing groups and opportunities for women of the church.  They all welcome new participants at any time. 

FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE.  We meet at 11:30 a.m. on the 
second Thursday of the month at the Bistro at Covenant Living 
of Northbrook and stay for a time of fellowship.  Although we 
meet at Covenant Living, all senior women are encouraged to 
join us.  You need not be a resident there.  In March the date is 
the 12th.  Contact Gladys Johnson. 
  
STITCH AND STUDY, combining prayer, conversation and 
craft/needlework projects, meets on the third Tuesday of each 
month at 7 p.m. at the home of Marilynn Nelson.   New 
participants are always welcome to come with or without a 
project.  In March we meet on the 17th. 
 
TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY, 10:00 a.m.   
After a two week break our study in Paul’s letters to the 
Thessalonians resumes on Tuesday March 10.  We begin our 
spring study with Lesson 7, an Introduction to the book of II 
Thessalonians and  chapter one, "Standing Strong".  We will 
finish our year with a study of Paul’s letter to Titus.  These 
letters are full of counsel to Christians who face  opposition and 
challenges from a secular culture and are as encouraging today 
as when they were written. Join us each Tuesday at 
10:00.  Study guides are available in class.  For more 
information contact Joann Larson. 
 

NEXT CHAPTER NEWS.   
Thursday, March12  at 1:00 p.m.  
 

ON THE GYM STAGE!   
We will have dessert while we listen to our speakers 
and then we will watch a demonstration of their 
dancing by Gary and Karen Isaacson. Gary has taken 
part in dance competitions with another partner, but 
Karen is still his favorite partner!  Invite others for this 
fun afternoon!  
 
Next Chapter welcomes any woman who has the time 
and the desire to make new friends or is entering a new 
chapter of life. Email Judi Geake to receive Next 
Chapter News about upcoming events.  
 
 

Youth News 
 
Sunday, March 8th, 2:30-7:30 p.m., Jr. High & Sr. High 
Cornerstone Outreach Partnership Opportunity 
Join us to prepare, serve and eat dinner together with guests from the Uptown neighborhood at Cornerstone Community 
Outreach.  We know this is a longer commitment on Sunday than normal for each student, but we are planning to get enough 
students and Youth Group Leaders to be able to make this a youth group volunteer opportunity only.  Please RSVP to Pastor 
Joel beforehand so we can have enough spaces in our vehicles down there. 
 
Sunday, March 15th, Traditional Youth Group is canceled 
So we can join the ALL AGES Ice Skating and Pizza Event 
(See details on page 8) 
 
Tuesday, March 24th, 9a.m. – 2 p.m. 
Spring Break “Staycation” Trip to Lincoln Park Zoo  
Some of our students will be on Spring Break this week, which is so exciting for them- we hope you have the best time, 
ever!  But for those who are staying around, come to church at 9a.m. on Tuesday with money for lunch.  This is a great event to 
invite other friends who are around as well.  Open to any 6th-12th graders.  Please RSVP to Pastor Joel beforehand so we can 
have enough spaces in our vehicles down there. 
 
Thursday, March 26, 2p.m. -3:30p.m. 
Spring Break “Staycation” Trip to Homer’s Ice Cream 
Join us at 1237 Green Bay Road, Wilmette IL 60091 for an afternoon of treats and games together.  Bring money for what you 
want to eat and games will be provided.  Open to any 6th-12th graders. No need to RSVP just show up and invite friends! 



 

 

  

Family News       

Mailbox 
 
Dear WCC Family, 
 Phil and I are so grateful for your prayers, 
meals, flowers, and cards we received during my 
recuperation.  The kindness and support which we 
received was so incredibly helpful the first couple 
of weeks after surgery.  Thank you and God’s 
blessings. 
      Barbara Kazanjian 
      
 

Congratulations to: 

• Evan Hunt & Mikayla Todd, who were married in 
Santa Barbara, CA, on January 18.  Evan is the son of 
Bill & Terese Hunt. 

• Mer Crow & Gloria Davis, who were married on 
February 1. 

• Doug Buettgen & Tori Cohn, who recently became 
engaged.  They are planning their wedding for 
October 17, 2020.  Doug is the son of Tom & Cindy 
Buettgen. 

• Scott & Sara Vickers, on the birth of their son, 
Thomas George Vickers on February 15.  Thomas 
was 5 lb., 4 oz. and 19” at birth.  He joins his big 
brother, Charlie, at home.  John & Kathy Messina are 
his grandparents and Marion Drimalla is his great-
grandmother. 

CSO Concert Opportunity - The Chicago Symphony Orchestra uses our parking lot as a gathering spot for concert 
attenders who take a bus downtown for Friday afternoon concerts and in return for this the church is being given two tickets for 
each of those concerts.  These tickets available to any of our members who would like attend a concert, on a first-come, first-
served basis.  The next concert will be March 6th.  The tickets are free – however, if you would also like to take the bus there is 
a charge of $30 per person.  Contact the church office if you would like these tickets. 
 

 
Weekend with Rev. Dr. Andy Larsen 

Join us March 12-15 for a weekend with Andy Larsen, Covenant minister, member of the Serve Globally department, and 
adjunct professor of North Park Seminary. Andy has two passions that he will share with us: the Middle East region, and 
fostering relationships between Christians and Muslims. Throughout the weekend, we will learn from him on both of these 
topics and begin to engage some of our Muslim neighbors on the North Shore. We will meet on Thursday evening at church for 
an educational presentation, visit a local Islamic house of worship on Friday, and view one of his two documentary films on 
Saturday afternoon. Then, Andy will lead adult Sunday School and preach on March 15th. Stay tuned for more information, 
including exact times and locations.  
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Winnetka Covenant Church Network  
1200 Hibbard Road          
Wilmette, Illinois, 60091  
847-446-4300  
www.winnetkacovenant.org  

Our Mission 
To be a Christian community and to proclaim the gospel,  

worshiping together in love, nurturing people in faith,  
serving others as Christian disciples,  

and building a world of justice and hope in the name of Christ. 

Guidelines for Loving Relationships 
We hold grace as our highest value. 

We practice honest, open, direct communication.  
We speak the truth in love and listen in love. 

We believe the best about each other, 
valuing others above ourselves, as Christ does. 

We allow room for mistakes,  
acknowledging that mistakes are part of the growth process. 

We Welcome You to Winnetka Covenant Church 
We are a community of diverse history, ethnicity, viewpoints, 

gender identity and sexual orientation, status, ability, and 
challenges.  We invite you to join us wherever you are on your 

spiritual journey and to participate with us in the life of the church. 
 

 

Upcoming Opportunities 
Family Promise Anual “Taste of Family Promise” Dinner –  
10th Anniversary Dinner 

Sunday, March 1st, 5:00 p.m., at Northfield Community Church, 400 Wagner Rd. (corner of Wagner & Willow).  
Potluck – bring a dish to share.  Reservations not required.  All are welcome.  Contact Joan Wallgren or Jed Bassett with 
questions. 

 
ALL AGES Ice Skating and Pizza 
Sunday, March 15, 4:15-6:30 pm - at the Skatium Ice Rink in Skokie, 9340 Webster Park Place. Skating will be from 4:30-

5:30 (arrive at 4:15 to start getting skates, etc.) and Pizza will be available from 5:30-6:30.  Rent skates for $2.50 each or 
bring your own. To help with planning, please RSVP to Linnea Johnson by March 14 - 773.398.6946 
or linneajohnson1@yahoo.com. We will definitely account for last minute additions to the group, so if you don't RSVP, 
please still join us! 

 

Prairie Brass Band Concert 
On Sunday, March 29th at 3:00 p.m., the Prairie Brass Band will present a Benefit Concert for Family Promise in the 
sanctuary.  The program, “Fanfare!” will feature that genre of music from various countries and composers. 


