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Freedom 
Jesus said, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples; and 
you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free … So if the Son 
makes you free, you will be free indeed.” (John 8) 
 
“For Freedom Christ has set us free.  Stand firm, therefore, and do not 
submit again to a yoke of slavery.” (Galatians 5)  
 
My grandfather, Eric Hawkinson, died when I was twenty.  Through my 
growing up years, he lived just down the block, a short alley walk in the 
North Park neighborhood of Chicago.  He was a pastor, and seemed to 
sense my call in that direction long before I did.  One day during my 
sixteenth summer I was sitting with him on his back porch, and he said to 
me, “If you’re truly free in Jesus, you don’t need to protect anything or be 
afraid of anybody.”  I took the word very much in passing, my mind much 
more focused on the basketball games about to get underway at Hollywood 
Park. 
 
These are the days, forty years later, that the words take on a haunting and 
inviting tone.  I cling to them nowadays.  As I write this, it’s a week before 
the annual meeting, which will be consumed with issues of deliberations 
around human sexuality having to do with theology and ministry.  The fate 
of a local church will be voted on, and pastoral colleagues are facing the 
possibility of the loss of their ministry ordinations.  Hanging heavy in the 
air, it seems, is this communal discernment about freedom – the freedom 
that comes from knowing and loving and following Jesus. 
 
Today, as the fog finally lifted after a few days and the bright sun appeared, 
I found my way back to my Grandpa Eric’s little book, Images in Covenant 
Beginnings”, and found these words about freedom in the church: 
 
“From the beginning there has been a defenseless quality of Covenant life, 
like a bluebell growing on the edge of wheel furrow on a traveled country 
road … it may well be that we have been driven together even more than we 
have desired to remain together and that our weakness in numbers, 
dogmatic definitions, and sharp organization are a part of our character.  
Our weakness may be our strength in the far-flung future if we have 
patience to wait with assurance and thoughtfulness in the strong 
headwinds.” 
             Peter Hawkinson 
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Summer at Winnetka Covenant Church 

Worship service at church each week at 10:00 a.m. 

Early services (8:00 a.m.) at the beach 4 more Sundays during the summer. 

Listed below are opportunities for fellowship throughout the summer. 

 All events are free, look for WCC folks there. 

Sunday Evening Fellowship 
 

Sundays, 6 p.m. – Bring a picnic and 
lawn chairs.  Drinks and dessert will be 
provided. 
 

June 30 at Pete & Melissa Nelson’s 
 514 Maple Ave., Wilmette 
July 14 at Pete & Bonnie Hawkinson’s 
 210 Lockerbie Lane, Wilmette 
August 18 at Cam & Linnea Johnson’s 
 2536 Laurel Ln., Wilmette 

Early Morning Worship Services at the Beach 
Don’t forget to invite your friends and neighbors to a beach 
service this summer!  It’s early enough that everyone can be on 
their way to other activities following the service.  Dress for the 
beach, bring a chair or blanket to sit on and remember you’ll need 
to pay for parking if you stay after the service for a swim or a 
longer stroll along the beach.  If you’re new, enter at the south 
entrance to Wilmette’s Gillson Park and stay to the right until the 
road curves along the beach.  Watch for our sign at the first 
opening to the beach.  It’s the perfect chance for guests to feel the 
presence of God and the warmth of our community. 
 

Sunday, July 7 
Sunday, July 21 
Sunday, August 4 
Sunday, August 18 
All services are at 8:00 a.m. 

Wednesday Night Walking 
June 12 – August 21, Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. 
Walkers meet at the bench outside the Glenview 
Senior Center, 2400 Chestnut Ave., Glenview.  Walk 
at your own pace with friends around the beautiful 
Gallery Park. 

Music on the Steps 
On the front steps of the church, bring a picnic and 
gather on the lawn with others at 6:00 p.m., music 
begins at 7:00. 
 

Wednesday, July 17 – 
The Prairie Brass Band will be performing, Rain or 
Shine.  Conducted by Mary Gingrich, the program will 
include upbeat marches and popular music, as well as a 
hymn sing.  There will be several featured soloists, 
including the award-winning flugel horn hornist Tom 
Henehan.  Bring your blankets, chairs, and a picnic, 
and listen to the Prairie Brass Quintet as they play a 
prelude to the concert.  Invite your family and friends!  
Children are welcome.  
 

Wednesday, August 7 –  
Glenview Concert Band will perform popular and 
light concert band music, enjoyable for all ages.  Linda 
Johnson and Cindy Buettgen are members of the band.  
Invite your friends and family. 

Gatherings in various area parks –  
 

Friday, August 2 – “SPAMALOT” at the Wallace Bowl in 
Gillson Park.  Gathering at 7:00, show begins at 8:00. 
 

Tuesday, August 13 – “First Man” movie at dusk at Dawes 
Park, Sheridan at Church Street in Evanston.  Gathering 
around 7:00 p.m. for fellowship before the movie. 
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Youth Ministry Summer Events 
High League Event Canceled: On Wednesday, July 10th, Community Covenant Church, MN was planning on visiting us at 
church.  Unfortunately, this High League event is being canceled, but please be on the look-out for replacement Sr. High 
activities later on this summer. 
 
Jr. High Event: Tuesday, July 23rd: Putt-Putt Golf & Lunch, 12p.m.-3p.m. 
We’re going mini-golfing at the Bunny Hutch, 3650 W Devon Ave, Lincolnwood!  Golf costs $10 per kid, and we will eat 
lunch there as well!  $25 should be plenty to cover their meal and fun!  Meet at church and pick-up at church- we will drive the 
van there.  Contact Pastor Joel with any questions. 
 
Both Jr. High & Sr. High Event: Monday, July 29th: Six Flags, 9a.m.-6:30p.m. 
Any student who is entering 6th grade in the fall through our graduating seniors are welcome to join us for this wonderful 
time!  Students should purchase their ticket beforehand & bring money for any food or other purchases they will make in the 
park.  Meet at church and pick-up at church- we will drive the van there.  Contact Pastor Joel with any questions. 
 
Wednesday, August 7th:  Gillson Beach Picnic, 6 p.m.–9 p.m. – Sr. High 
 

Thursday, August 15th:  Church BBQ, 6 p.m.–8:30 p.m. – Jr. High 
 
Jr. High Students are incoming 6th graders – 9th graders 
Sr. High Students are incoming 9th graders – graduating Seniors 
 
Stay tuned to your email inbox for information about additional events happening this summer. 
To be added to the Youth Ministry Email Groups, contact Pastor Joel. 
 
 

Adult Education:  Looking Forward to a New Year! 
 
Planning is underway for our 2019-2020 Sunday Series on Scripture:   
As the Good Book Says:  Learning God’s Story and Telling our Own 
 
This series will feature several sessions called “Telling our Stories” where we will pause from video series and guest speakers 
to consider our own personal stories of interacting with scripture.  And we need your help!  We are looking for volunteers to 
share brief presentations of their faith story as it involves scripture. 
 
Some of the questions we would love to hear you answer: 

• What is a particular passage of scripture that has impacted your faith journey? 
• What has been your relationship with scripture throughout your life?  What does your relationship look like now? 
• How has your understanding of scripture changed throughout your life? 

If you are interested in sharing with us, please contact Pastor Jen for more details, including the dates of these sessions and 
some more specific questions to help you prepare. 
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Trustee Notes 
 
Love never ends.  I Corinthians 13:9 

More from Henri Nouwen’s A Spirituality of Fundraising: 

“We have something to offer – friendship, prayer, peace, love, fidelity, affection, ministry with those in need – and these things 
are so valuable that people are willing to make their resources available to sustain them … Therefore our confidence in our 
mission and vision, and our freedom to love the person to whom we are talking about donating money, do not depend on how 
that person responds … we can remain secure in God’s love with our hearts set joyfully on the kingdom.” 
 
Let this be our commitment to Winnetka Covenant and all within its community. 
 
PLEASE DON’T FORGET YOUR SUMMER GIVING!  WCC still has payroll to meet, utilities to be paid, and all other 
expenses to be met in the summer months.  So, when you go on vacation, please remember to continue to give!  Either send in a 
check or, even easier, pop online and make your regular offering gift there.  We will miss seeing you when you are gone but 
appreciate you remembering us no matter where you may be.  And we will rejoice in your return! 
 
As of the end of May: 

Receipts = $465,384   Budget = $400,049 

    Disbursements = ($441,320)  Budget = ($417,634) 

    Over/(Under) = $24,064   Budget = ($17,585) 

Anticipated shortfall for 2019 = ($42,000) 

In gratitude,  
Julie Bromley, Trustee Chair 

 

 

Do you order through Amazon? 

Winnetka Covenant Church receives funds through the Amazon Smiles program. 
Go to smile.amazon.com and follow the instructions for designating a percentage of your shopping to be directed to WCC. 

 

 
Covenant Companion 
 
Our denominational magazine, the Covenant Companion, continues to be recognized nationally for excellence.  It was honored 
with eleven awards from the Associated Church Press and nine awards from the Evangelical Press Association for works 
published in 2018.  Five first-place awards included recognition in the categories on In-Depth Coverage, Interview, Column, 
Letters to the Editor, and the tongue-in-cheek category, Best Disparaging Letter to the Editor. 
 
Not only is our own Cathy Norman Peterson the managing editor for the magazine, but there are often articles written by 
Winnetka Covenant Church members. 
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Mission Opportunities 
 

A Just Harvest – July 4th & 18th and August 1st & 15th at 1:00 p.m., cooking in our kitchen. New participants are 
always welcome to join the cooking crew.  On the 18th and 15th we are asked to send a crew to the Kitchen to serve the food.  
Leave from church at about 4:30 and return about 7:00.  Contact Mary Beth Kovacic to volunteer or with questions. 
 

Greater Chicago Food Depository – Our July date is the 20th and the August date is the 17th at 8:30 a.m. 
Please help with this meaningful and rewarding ministry of repacking donated food for distribution to local food pantries.  
Everyone 14 and older is welcome, and long pants and closed-toe shoes are required.  Please contact Rachel Rescorl or Debbie 
O’Donovan to register, arrange carpools, or ask questions.  Our work there benefits the North Park Friendship Center.   
 

Love Mercy Do Justice Group – WCC has an informal group called, “Love Mercy Do Justice” group.  Come join 
us as we build awareness in our church and community and grow relationships as we walk alongside those who are suffering 
injustice.  The group is open to all.  Here are some opportunities to participate: 

• Continue to read White Awake by Daniel Hill (a Covenant pastor); a book study discussion will be planned soon.  
Please keep reading or it is not too late to start. 

• Throughout 2019, we are attending Kingdom Covenant Church on the second Sunday of each month.  This is a great 
way to participate through worship, meet some new friends, and help sponsor this church plant.  Let us know if you are 
interested and we’ll put you on the information list. 

These opportunities for learning, discussion, and building relationships are open to all.  If interested, please contact Christine 
Moolo, Bonnie Hawkinson, Marybeth or Kurt Kovacic. 
 

Covenant Kids Congo – Thanks to new sponsors of a child in DR Congo through the Covenant Kids Congo program.  
Covenant Kids Congo is a partnership between the Evangelical Covenant Church and World Vision to provide community-
focused solutions to issues of clean water, health care, nutrition, and education through child sponsorship. 
 
Opportunities to sponsor a child are always available at covchurch.org/covenantkidscongo/.  Any questions, see Cindy Buettgen 
or Cam Johnson. 
 
In addition to the opportunity to sponsor a child, there is another way to support the mission of Covenant Kids Congo.  On the 
third Sunday of each month the children of our church are collecting your spare change to donate to Covenant Kids Congo.  
Since the children began this ministry in March, over $1,200 has been raised!!  Please remember to bring a pocketful of change 
on the third Sundays – in July on the 21st and in August on the 18th. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Opportunities 
CPBC Triathlon Fundraiser – August 4, 2019 – It’s not too early to start training to participate in the Covenant Point 
Bible Camp Triathlon.  This yearly race is an opportunity to help raise funds for the Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) Family 
Camp offered at Covenant Point each summer.  You can participate in the full triathlon (swim, bike & run), sprint triathlon or as 
a walker.  Competitors can choose to participate as either individuals or as a team of 2-3 people.  Non-competitors are welcome 
to come and cheer on the athletes and enjoy great meals and great people.  Go to www.cpbc.com for information. 

A community trip to Israel and Palestine will take place October 13 – 22, 2020.  Join Pastor Hawkinson for this 
holy time of pilgrimage and learning together.  Brochures are available, and information can be found on the church website.  
Details about this exciting opportunity will be unfolding.  Please be in touch with Pastor Hawkinson with further questions or to 
register your interest.  Welcome! 
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Following are ongoing groups for the women of the church.  They all 
welcome new participants at any time. 
 
Friendship Circle – (formerly Quilters, Knitters, etc.) – We no 
longer do any quilting, but now meet at 11:30 on the second Thursday 
of the month for lunch at the Bistro at Covenant Village and stay for a 
time of fellowship.  Although we meet at the Village, all senior 
women are encouraged to join us – you need not be a resident there.  
In July the date is the 11th and in August we gather on the 8th.  
Contact Gladys Johnson. 
 
Next Chapter News  - Join the Next Chapter group at Music on 
the Steps on July 17th for the Prairie Brass Band concert and again on 
August 7th for the Glenview Concert Band … both on the church 
lawn, weather permitting, 6:00 p.m. for a picnic … 7:00 p.m. for the 
music.  Spouses and friends welcome.  You may bring your own 
picnic … sharing is an option!  Be sure to bring chairs or a blanket and 
gather by the balloons. 
 
We are also planning a Next Chapter Outing to Emerson Creek 
Vintage Market in Oswego, IL on Wednesday, July 10th.  Watch for e-
mails with further instructions.  Depending on numbers we may take 
the church van.  A call for RSVPs will go out prior to the event. 
 
Next Chapter welcomes any woman in a new chapter of life, or who 
has the time and the desire to make new friends.  E-mail Judi Geake to 
receive Next Chapter News.  

 
 

Women’s Ministries 

 
Stitch and Study – Stitch and Study, 
combining prayer, conversation, and 
craft/needlework projects, meets on the third 
Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at the home of 
Marilynn Nelson. New participants are always 
welcome to come with or without a project.  The 
July and August dates are the 16th and 20th. 
 
Tuesday Morning Bible Study ––  
Plans for fall are a New Testament study in 
Colossians and Philemon:  Continue to Live in 
Him.  For additional information contact Joann 
Larson.  
 
 
 

 

Memoir Group  
Memoir Writing Group is taking the summer off.  Please consider joining us for this monthly group in the fall.  The 
Memoir Group is open to anyone (male or female) interested in getting their family stories down on paper and sharing those 
stories with others in the group.  
 

 
Sharon Garlough Brown’s latest novel, Shades of Light, is due out in 
August.  You can preorder the book at Intervarsity Press or Amazon.  While some of our favorite characters from Sensible 
Shoes will make cameo appearances, “the book is for anyone who has faced the darkness of depression or walked that road 
with a loved one” according to Sarah Arthur, Christianity Today fiction judge. 
 
Watch for the announcement of discussion group dates, including a ‘refresher’ session about the four books in the Sensible 
Shoes series.  Contact Judi Geake if you have questions. 
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Family News     &         Address Changes 

Mailbox  
 
 
 
 My family and I thank you for your loving expressions of caring 
and sympathy following the death of my brother John.  We are so 
grateful for this church community.  Special thanks to the deacons for 
the beautiful reception after John’s memorial service. 
           Cindy Buettgen 
 
 
To all the wonderful, caring friends at WCC, 
 Thank you for the many prayers, cards, and visits when I have 
been in and out of the hospital.  Special thanks to Pastor Peter for his 
unfailing concern and visits.  What a special church!  I hope to get back 
soon.  God bless you all in your ministry and mission. 
           Love, 
           Do Balch 
 

 
      
 
 
 
 

Congratulations and best wishes to: 

• Emily & Ian Chernisky, on the birth of Axel 
Richard, on March 7, in Colorado.  Tim & Kris 
Johnson are his proud grandparents, and he 
joined his brothers, Magnus and Gunnar at 
home. 

• Anne Bassett, who graduated from DePaul 
University on June 15th with a Master of Arts 
in Math Education. 
    

Dear Winnetka Covenant Friends, 
 Thank you all for your prayers, cards, 
flowers, and visits for my mom, Marion 
Christensen.  Since mid-January, she has been at 
Brandel due to rehab for a back injury.  She has 
received great care there.  Some days she is very 
sleepy, so if you stopped by to see her and she 
was asleep, she is sorry she missed you and 
appreciates that you tried to visit.  Besides 
watching Jeopardy and Wheel of Fortune, she 
likes to participate in some of the group 
activities.  On a rare occasion she will play the 
piano in the chapel for family or a few residents 
there.  Her back pain is almost gone, but due to 
her general decline, she is a permanent resident 
there.  She misses seeing you all, and told me to 
tell you, “Thanks!” 
       Suzy Nelson 
 
 
  
 
  

No new address changes this month.  Watch for our new photo 
directory, due out soon, which will have pictures of many of our 
members and friends, along with a directory section with the most 
current address information. 

 



 

 

  

Winnetka Covenant Church Network  
1200 Hibbard Road          
Wilmette, Illinois, 60091  
847-446-4300  
www.winnetkacovenant.org  

Our Mission 
To be a Christian community and to proclaim the gospel, 

worshiping together in love, nurturing people in faith,  
serving others as Christian disciples,  

and building a world of justice and hope in the name of Christ. 

Guidelines for Loving Relationships 
We hold grace as our highest value.                   

We practice honest, open, direct communication.  
We speak the truth in love and listen in love.    

We believe the best about each other,  
valuing others above ourselves, as Christ does.             

We allow room for mistakes,  
acknowledging that mistakes are part of the growth process. 

We Welcome You to Winnetka Covenant Church 
We are a community of diverse history, ethnicity, viewpoints, 

gender identity and sexual orientation, status, ability, and 
challenges.  We invite you to join us wherever you are on your 

spiritual journey and to participate with us in the life of the church. 

 

          Fall Events and Retreat Opportunities 
GOLF for kids – September 9, 2019 – Registration for the 2019 GOLF for kids event is now open!  Join us on Monday, 
September 9th at Hawk’s View Golf Club and play with a purpose to provide more kids with life-changing camp experiences 
through Covenant Harbor’s Scholarship Fund.  Invite your family, friends, and colleagues to join you!  This event raises nearly 
half of the critical annual scholarship support for summer and winter campers.  Over the past five years, Covenant Harbor has 
been able to provide over $540,000 in scholarships for youth campers.  You can make a life-changing experience possible for a 
future youth camper by:  Sponsoring a portion of the tournament; Registering to play; Donating a prize for the raffle drawing; 
Volunteering to assist with event day logistics; and Giving a gift to the Scholarship Fund.  For more information or to register 
go to covenantharbor.org. 

Central Conference Fall Fellowship Women’s Retreat at Covenant Harbor – September 13-15.  With a 
theme of “Light Piercing Darkness,” the speaker will be Rebecca Gonzalez, the Executive Director of Operations for the 
Evangelical Covenant Church.  More information and registration materials are available in the office or at WMCC2gether.com. 

Silent Directed Retreat at Covenant Point – September 20-22.  The theme of the 2019 Silent Directed Retreat is 
“Praying with Poets.”  Join us for the singing of Taize chants and talks that focus on the theme of “Praying With Poets.”  Our 
worship times will conclude with lectio divina prayers with texts relating to the theme.  Spiritual Directors will also be available 
for those wishing to have a spiritual direction conversations during the retreat.  Pricing and details at www.cpbc.com/silent-
retreat. 
 
Women’s Retreat at Covenant Point – September 27-29. Come for a weekend of fun, fellowship, meaningful 
conversation, and worship!  The women’s retreat is a beautiful time of year at camp, often highlighted by the peak of the fall 
foliage.  Invite your friends for the excellent food, good times, and life-giving worship and messages.  Pricing and details can be 
found at www.cpbc.com/womensretreat. 


