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Dark Shines the Light 
 

 
“The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world … the 
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.” (John 1) 
 
It’s challenging to wake up in the dark these days!  I much prefer warm bright 
summer bird-noise alarms than the one I have to set now.  The cold and dreary 
winter skies seem to do their level best to conspire against the light.  What I’m 
grateful for is that my waking eyes face east, for me to notice that even on most of 
these dark and dreary days, the rising sun’s light somehow wins the battle for a 
brief time, over the great lake, before it’s shut out again.  The light shines in the 
darkness, and colors up the sky, ever so briefly. 
 
Light is the Church’s theme in January, in the darkest days of the year, for a brief 
time between Christmas and Lent.  Epiphany is its name, and the word means, a 
revealing, a sudden manifestation.  It begins with the starlight leading the Magi to 
the manger, ramps up with the baptism and temptation of Jesus in the wilderness, 
illuminates scenes of Jesus’ ministry, and concludes with his transfigured moment 
of blazing glory.  The resounding message of the ministry of Jesus is the inclusion 
of the Gentiles as God’s people, chosen for love and grace, salvation’s wonder.  
It’s a gift to us who live in the darkness, captured by Walter Brueggemann in his 
prayer/poem, Epiphany. 
 
On Epiphany day, 
 We are still the people walking, still people in the dark, 
 And the darkness looms large around us, 
 Beset as we are by anxiety, brutality, violence, loss – 
 A dozen alienations that we cannot manage. 
We are – we could be – people of your light. 
So we pray for the light of your glorious presence 
 As we wait for your appearing. 
We pray for the light of your wondrous grace 
 As we exhaust our coping capacity; 
We pray for the gift of newness 
 That will override our weariness; 
We pray that we will see and know and hear and trust 
 In your good rule, 
That we may have energy, courage, and freedom 
 To enact your rule through the demands of this day. 
We submit our day to you and to your rule, 
 With deep joy and high hope. 
 
Dark shines the light.  Looking forward to worship in the blessed community where 
they Spirit comes to remind us it is so! 
             Peter Hawkinson 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 2 

Adult Sunday School: January, 2022 
Sunday mornings, 9:30 a.m. in the Upper Room  

 
Please join us in the Upper Room starting on January 9th for a special series, Myers-Briggs and Spirituality,  

led by Judi Geake.  We will use this well-know personality inventory to learn more about ourselves and gain insight into our 
spiritual journeys.  We meet each Sunday from 9:30-10:15 a.m. 

January 9th – Take a self-reporting Myers-Briggs Inventory together and learn what your type is 
January 16th – A Tour of the Types 

January 23rd – A Tour of the Temperaments 
January 30th – Prayer Practices by Types and Temperaments 

 
 

 

Christian Formation at Winnetka Covenant 
Sunday School for all ages, from 9:30 – 10:20 a.m.  

For the children - 
 
 

Month of January – 
 
Rotation Sunday School will be back in January.  
Watch the sign board just inside the back 
(playground) entrance with the location for class 
each week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adult Small Group 
Wednesday evenings, 7 p.m. 

 
This winter, we will study If God Is Love, Don’t Be a Jerk by John Pavlovitz.  This book of short essays on “Finding a Faith 

That Makes Us Better Humans” will direct our small-group discussions.  Come as you are, when you can!  If you’re interested 
in reading along, the book is available for purchase online. 

January 12th – chapter 1 
January 19th – chapter 2 

January 26th – no small group (Pastor Jen at Midwinter Conference) 
  

Covid Update 
 

Throughout the Covid pandemic we have been grateful for the flexibility that you have shown as activities and arrangements 
sometimes have been a little fluid.  With the current variant causing a rise in cases, we may need to call on that flexibility 
again.  The committee will be meeting soon to take a look at the current situation.  Please be sure to check e-mails and 
communications for possible changes in plans as they become necessary.  We are hopeful that we won’t need to make any 
changes, but we need to be prepared for that possibility. 
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REFUEL 
REFUEL resumes with the regular schedule on January 12th.  Back to looking at God’s Choir, the theme for the year, as the 
children look at the ways animals (and each of us) each have a special way of participating and being a part of “God’s choir.”  
Through songs, games, art, and prayer we learn and worship while we refuel ourselves for the upcoming week. 
 
Reminder of the weekly schedule: 

• 5:30 – dinner for all 
• 6:15 – Singing, songs, and skits for all ages in the Upper Room 
• 6:45 – Break out of activities and groups for all ages 

 
 
Wednesday Night Dinner Cooks and Shoppers Needed 
 

After the first of the year the Wednesday night REFUEL program will look more like it has in the past, with congregation 
members doing the cooking each week.  In that light, we will need volunteers to cook and shop for the food. If you are 
interested in helping out with this, please contact the church office and we will send the schedule for you to look at and see 
where you can sign up.  Contact Kitti Steiner with questions. 
 

 
Youth News 
 

JANUARY Schedule for Youth Groups:  
January 2nd – no Youth Groups 
January 7th-9th – Junior High Retreat at Covenant Harbor.  No youth groups on the 9th. 
January 14th-17th – Senior High Retreat at Covenant Point.  No youth groups on the 16th. 
January 23rd and 30th  - 4:30-6:00 p.m., Junior High (6th – 8th grades);  

6:30-8:00 p.m., Senior High (9th – 12th grades) 
 
Special activity on Wednesday, January 5.  North Park Men’s Basketball Game.  We will provide transportation to North 
Park for Junior and Senior High School students as the Men’s BB team takes on Wheaton College.  We will leave church at 
6:15 p.m. for the 7:00 game.  We should be back to WCC around 9 p.m.  Tickets are $3 for students with school ID.  Special 
treat:  Karsten (Jason’s Wheaton College senior) will be along to cheer on the Thunder!  Go North Park!! 
 

Come see your friends and invite new ones to join us for games, snacks, small groups and lessons every Sunday night here at 
church.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Village of Wilmette Sesquicentennial 
 

The Village of Wilmette is kicking off a year of activities celebrating it’s Sesquicentennial (1872-2022) with a community 
prayer gathering  on January 11, 2-22, 7:00 p.m., at St. Joseph Catholic Church (1747 Lake Ave., Wilmette).  Join 
representatives of more than 10 different Wilmette faith communities to celebrate where we’ve been and to offer prayers for 
what Wilmette may become in the next 150 years.  More information can be found at www.wilmette150.org/events. 
 
For any singers who would like to participate in the choir for the service, rehearsal will be on January 4th, 7:00 p.m. at St. 
Joseph.  Please contact John Hopkins if you are interested. 
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Women’s Ministries 
Make Joining Next Chapter one of your New 
Year’s resolutions. 
Next Chapter January Speaker will join us in 
the Narthex.  Who that is will be announced the Next 
Chapter January E-Mail.  Thursday, January 13th, 1-
2:30 p.m.  Contact Judi Geake if you are not already on 
the mailing list.  REMINDER!  Always check your e-
mail the morning of the event.  If the weather is bad, 
we will meet by zoom.  Also, with the rising Covid 
cases, we may need to adjust our plans. 
 
 

Women’s Bible Study  
Tuesdays, 10 a.m.  in the Narthex  
Join us as we begin the new year together with a study on 
the book of Judges.  We begin with coffee and fellowship 
at 9:45a.m.; our study begins promptly at 10.  All women 
of the church are welcome for this time of learning and 
connection.  Contact Pastor Jen with any questions.  Study 
books are available now in the church office for $10 each. 

• January 11 – Judges Overview 
• January 18 – Judges 1:1-3:6 
• January 25 – no Bible Study, Pastor Jen at 

Midwinter Conference 
 

 

 
 
 

Lucia Wrap-Up 
Thank you so much to all who participated behind the scenes in the Lucia Celebration and to all who attended.  It was a fun 
morning.  Some of you have wondered what the ministries are that are supported by Covenant Women’s Ministries so here is a 
list.  Not only do we support the National and Conference Women’s Ministries, we also support A Just Harvest, Friendship 
Center, Family Promise, HarborPoint Ministries and we sponsor a child through World Vision.  We also make a donation to 
the church office to cover any expenses incurred throughout the year.  We continue to have some Bond Ost cheese and 
Gothenburg sausage available to purchase for as long as the supply lasts.   
 

Men’s Fellowship - 
All men of the church are invited and encouraged to be a part of men’s fellowship, which meets at 8:30 the first three Saturday 
mornings of each month.  We are now meeting at church in the prayer room.  Contact:  Kurt Kovacic. 
 

Memoir Writing Group  
Make Joining the Memoir Group one of your New Year’s resolutions.  MEMOIR WRITING GROUP Tuesday, 
January 11 at 1:00 p.m. in the Library.  This month’s prompt:  New Years always brings with it New Year’s Resolutions.  
However, New Beginnins can happen all year long.  Can you think of a “First” in your life that signaled a new beginning … 
tell us about it.  First Job? First Child? First House? First driving lesson? First Car? 
 

New Small Group Offering: Navigating Grief Together 
Whether you are mourning a loved one, grieving the ongoing pandemic, entering a new and challenging season of life, or 
living through another experience of grief, this group is for you. 
 
We will gather monthly on Sundays after worship for a simple lunch and time of conversation and support.  Marlyce Peterson 
will lead our group.  Please contact her or Judi Geake if you are interested or have questions. 
 
 
 
 

 

Reading Together on Zoom.   
Want to study the scripture together with other friends?   
Then join us Thursday evenings at 6:30 on Zoom as we read  
and discuss the biblical texts for the upcoming Sunday.   
Welcome!  Link:   https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81675547596 
 
 

Winter Camp is back!! 
We are excited to be able to offer this fun opportunity 

again after taking a year off last winter.  
Pastor Peter will be the camp speaker. 

Open to families, couples, singles –  
all of the Winnetka Covenant Church family. 

 
Registration is now open until January 6, 2022. 

 
Contact Linnea Johnson with questions. 

 
Details and online registration link  at 

www.cpbc.com/wccwintercamp. 
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Mailbox        
      Dear Peter and our WCC Family, 
 We cannot thank you enough for all of your prayers, 
cards, phone calls, & messages to mom and the family this 
year during her illness.  Our journey together proved to be the 
most rewarding – knowing she is now in the most wonderful, 
peaceful place. 
 Our family so appreciated the gorgeous arrangement of 
flowers that represented your unending love for her. 
 We remain humbled by God’s grace demonstrated even 
(and especially) through this difficult time. 
        With love, 
        Jennifer & the entire  
        McGregor Family 
 
  
Dear Friends at Winnetka Covenant, 
 Thank you so much for the beautiful poinsettia.  It makes 
my apartment look more like Christmas. 
        Joan Erickson 
 
  
 

Library Corner     
Make Using the Library one of your New Year’s 
Resolutions.  
Winter is a good time to rediscover the Library!  The long 
cold days of the season are upon us.  We have books on 
current topics highlighted on the first two shelves, but feel free 
to browse the library for non-fiction, fiction, devotional 
reading and reference materials. This is the perfect season for 
curling up with a good book! 
 
Many individuals and families are taking advantage of the 
puzzles in the library. They don’t need to be checked 
out…just bring them back so others can enjoy them! When 
you return them please leave them on Judi’s desk so she can 
seal them with rubber bands for the next person or family.  We 
also accept donations…particularly in the 300 piece category, 
or 100-200 piece appropriate for children.  Please leave them 
on the desk as well.  Stop in on Sunday morning or during the 
week and select one to do over the holidays. Questions? 
Suggestions? email Judi Geake. 
 
 

Amazon Smile 
At this time of year (and all year long) when so many of us are 
shopping online, a reminder that if you order through Amazon 
Smile and designate WCC as the beneficiary, the church 
receives a percentage of your order.  Such an easy way to 
benefit the church!! 
 
  
 
      
 

Family News 
Congratulations to Amanda Stenstrom, who graduated on 
December 17th from North Park University, with a B.A. in 
Biblical and Theological Studies.  She will continue her job 
at North Park Covenant Church as their interim director of 
middle school ministry through the end of the school year. 
 
 

Camp News 
Lots of news and updates from both of our conference 
camps, Covenant Harbor and Covenant Point. 

• Registration for summer camp is open at both camps.  
Amazingly, between the two camps we already 
have 37 children and/or families registered for 
summer 2022! 

• Both camps offer scholarships and financial aid.  No 
child should miss camp due to finances! 

• More information on the camp websites: 
o www.covenantharbor.org  
o www.cpbc.com 

 
Do you have interest in an opportunity to volunteer at camp 
this winter?  If you’d like to spend a few days at Covenant 
Point, helping with needed tasks, check out the schedule of 
volunteer opportunities and more info at 
www.cpbc.com/volunteer.  The volunteer work generally 
entails kitchen tasks and cleaning, occasional housekeeping, 
building projects, maintenance, and program needs 
(depending on interests and skills).  Meals and housing are 
provided while volunteering during scheduled retreats. 
 
 
 
 

    



 

 

  

Winnetka Covenant Church Network  
1200 Hibbard Road          
Wilmette, Illinois, 60091  
847-446-4300  
www.winnetkacovenant.org  

Our Mission 
To be a Christian community and to proclaim the gospel, 

worshiping together in love, nurturing people in faith, 
serving others as Christian disciples,  

and building a world of justice and hope in the name of Christ. 

Guidelines for Loving Relationships 
We hold grace as our highest value.                 

We practice honest, open, direct communication.  
We speak the truth in love and listen in love.    

We believe the best about each other,  
valuing others above ourselves, as Christ does.           

We allow room for mistakes,  
acknowledging that mistakes are part of the growth process. 

We Welcome You to Winnetka Covenant Church 
We are a community of diverse history, ethnicity, viewpoints, 

gender identity and sexual orientation, status, ability, and 
challenges.  We invite you to join us wherever you are on your 

spiritual journey and to participate with us in the life of the church. 
 

 

Mission News & Opportunities 
 

A special thank you to everyone who has so faithfully and generously given to The Friendship Center Food Pantry throughout 
the year.  The Friendship Center serves 2,000 people per month and you help make that possible.  The community’s current top 
needs are: 

• Rice – all types 
• Diapers – sezes 3-6 
• Baby Wipes 
• Feminine Hygiene Products (smaller packages, i.e. 20 count) 
• Canned Tuna or Salmon 
• Paper Shopping Bags with handles 

 
Please drop off donations to the church office or to Debbie O’Donovan.  Also, you can order on-line at Amazon Smile 
(designate WCC as beneficiary) and have the items sent directly to Debbie.  
 
Thank you & Happy New Year!                  
                    Debbie O’Donovan 
 
 
Are you downsizing?  Know someone who is moving?  
The Chicago Furniture Bank and their partner organization, The Honest Junk Co. are nonprofit organizations that exist to 
furnish apartments for people coming out of homelessness.  They have partnered with us and many other churches over the past 
few years to pick up the unsold items from our rummage sale for this mission. Because of the pandemic there haven’t been 
many rummage sales this past year and their inventory has suffered as a result.  If you or anyone you know has furniture or 
household items looking for a new home, please keep these organizations in mind.  Check out their web site for more 
information.  www.chicagofurniturebank.org 


