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We Worship 

each Sunday 
at 10:30 a.m. –  

 

Facebook/ 
You Tube 

 
The children’s 

Wor-SHIP 
begins at 10:15 
each Sunday 

on Zoom 
 

In Memoriam (Ring out, wild bells) 
 

Ring out, wild bells, to the wild sky, 
The flying cloud, the frosty light: 

The year is dying in the night; 
Ring out, wild bells, and let him die. 

 
Ring out the old, ring in the new, 

Ring, happy bells, across the snow: 
The year is going, let him go; 

Ring out the false, ring in the true. 
 

Ring out the grief that saps the mind 
For those that here we see no more; 
Ring out the feud of rich and poor,  

Ring in redress to all mankind. 
 

Ring out a slowly dying cause, 
And ancient forms of party strife; 
Ring in the nobler modes of life, 

With sweeter manners, purer laws. 
 

Ring out the want, the care, the sin, 
The faithless coldness of the times; 

Ring out, ring out my mournful rhymes 
But ring the fuller minstrel in. 

 
Ring out false pride in place and blood, 

The civic slander and the spite; 
Ring in the love of truth and right, 
Ring in the common love of good. 

 
Ring out the shapes of foul disease; 
Ring out the narrowing lust of gold; 
Ring out the thousand wars of old, 

Ring in the thousand years of peace. 
 

Ring in the valiant man and free, 
The larger heart, the kindlier hand; 
Ring out the darkness of the land, 

Ring in the Christ that is to be. 
 

Alfred Lord Tennyson (1809-1892) 
 
             Peter Hawkinson 
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Christian Formation for Adults and Children 

Adults 
Adult Sunday School:  Winter, 2021 

 

Sunday Afternoons 
 

January 2021:  Baking and Bible Study  
This month, we’ll step away from our traditional Sunday morning gatherings for a different sort of fellowship. Join Pastor Jen on 
Facebook Live on Sunday afternoons (through our WCC Facebook page) as we explore scripture passages together through a 
baking project.  

Bakes begin on Sunday, January 10th.  
Stay tuned each week for a new recipe and scripture passage, which will be announced in the Wednesday wire!   

(Recipes will draw from pantry ingredients and shelf-stable supplies, with substitutions offered as necessary,  
to save you any extra trips to the store.)   

	  
Adult Small Group 

Wednesday evenings, 7 p.m. on Zoom  
 

We Can Do Better: Growing through Uncomfortable Conversations about Race  
Join us as we continue our communal continuing education experience led by Dr. Veronica Gilliard of the Justice, Equity, 
Diversity and Inclusion (J.E.D.I.) Institute. Dr. Gilliard will lead us through a journey of discovery, self-reflection, and historical 
analysis as we examine together the impact of white supremacy on marginalized peoples and learn how to engage these issues 
today.   
 
Read more about the J.E.D.I. Institute at https://www.jedi-institute.com/, or contact Pastor Jen with any questions.  
 
These sessions will take place the first Wednesday of each month, and cost $15/person, though financial assistance is 
available. Please register through the following link: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdm3WzWdItT1UU414xt4TPbfeFa0zkuFgsvyP9kjkEAr3cGVA/viewform  
 
Your donation of $15 can be sent directly to WCC (for checks, please include “Wednesday PM” on the memo line) or you 
can give online through the church website.   
 
Join using the Zoom link here: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89424598033?pwd=dFh0RnBuemxUS2ZjWVRNSHBhT2tBQT09   
 
Pastor Jen will lead all other monthly sessions on related topics, and there is no cost associated with these meetings.  Here is our 
schedule for January: 

January 6th  – Dr. Gilliard leading  
January 13th  – Pastor Jen leading 
January 20th  – Pastor Jen leading  
January 27th  – Pastor Jen leading 
 

Children 
Sunday Mornings, January, 2021 

 

Ahoy! Here’s an update from the Wor-SHIP! 
To participate in the weekly zoom meeting for children’s church, please find the link on the church Web page, 

and on the weekly Service announcement.  The password is Theworship. 
We will begin at 10:15. 

 
We are hoping this will allow the kids to get set up in time for the adults to go to the live stream service at 10:30. 

 
On Friday I will send a related children’s bulletin to print and any additional information for the upcoming time in the SHIP.   

We are hoping to have a variety of kids participate by  
sharing their music abilities, reading stories and scripture, singing, and praying together over Zoom. 

 
Thank you for your participation!  If you have any questions, please contact me. 

Blessing to you and be a blessing to others. 
Miss Mel  
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Mission News & Opportunities 
 
FRIENDSHIP CENTER - DONATIONS NEEDED -  
In January, after the Christmas season of giving, The Friendship Center often sees a drop in donations. But with ever increasing 
needs in our community, the FC is especially asking us at WCC, as one of their committed long term partners, to step up our 
donations. Their top requests are for CANNED TUNA, FROZEN FISH STICKS, DIAPERS (sizes 3-6), BABY WIPES, SOAP 
(all types), HOT HANDS, PASTA & other Shelf-Stable Foods. Thank you for your continued support. All donations can be 
dropped off at the church office or at Debbie & Martin O’Donovan’s home.  

New Years Eve Devotion, Conversation, and Communion 
 

Thursday, December 31, 4 p.m. on ZOOM link  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85333103577 
 
Have communion elements ready at home and join the group for a time to look back and also forward. Welcome! 
 
 

Winter Reading Together 
 
January through March, we will read together Falling Upward: A Spirituality for the Two Halves of Life by Rev. Richard 
Rohr. Here’s a description: 
 
“In the first half of life, we are naturally and rightly preoccupied with establishing our identity – climbing, achieving, and 
performing. But those concerns will not serve us as we grow older and begin to embark on a further journey, one that involves 
challenges, mistakes, loss of control, broader horizons, and necessary sufferings. A new paradigm is offered – that of “Falling 
Upward”—that helps us understand how our sorrows, struggles, and failings can lead us to spiritual growth.” (Book Preface) 
 
Each month, we’ll read a bit, and gather for a ZOOM conversation following this schedule: 
 
Thursday January 21 – 6:30 p.m., introduction and chapters 1-3. 
Thursday, February 18 – 6:30 p.m., chapters 4-8. 
Thursday, March 18 – 6:30 p.m., chapters 9-13 and coda. 
 
Books are readily available from your preferred bookseller.  
 
Join in on Zoom Link  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81675547596 
 
I hope you will take, read, join the conversation and grow!  

 
January Youth Group News: 
 

For all the latest information about youth programing going forward make sure you are on Pastor Joel’s e-mail lists.  If you have 
not been receiving them or would like to be added, please let him know by reaching out to Joel.  
 

Swedish Deli Food – 
If you didn’t get your fill of 
Swedish cheese and sausage at 
Christmas and need more, there are 
still just a few Gothenburg 
sausages and caraway bondost 
remaining for purchase.   

Amazon Smile – 
In these days when so many people are 
shopping online, please remember that 
your Amazon purchases can benefit the 
church.  If you place your orders 
through Amazon Smile and designate 
WCC as beneficiary, the church will 
receive a percentage of your purchase. 
 

Covenant Companion –  
WCC participates in the every-member 
subscription plan for the Covenant 
Companion – the award-winning 
magazine of the denomination.  Please 
consider reimbursing the church for the 
$18 cost of your subscription. 
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Ongoing Groups 

NEXT CHAPTER  
Our next meeting will be Thursday, January 14th at 1:00 p.m., on zoom. The topic TBD.   
 
Next Chapter sends out its own Constant Contact Next Chapter News so make sure you are on the list to receive the zoom 
links and information about upcoming events by e-mailing Judi Geake.  
	  
MEMOIR WRITING GROUP for Women AND Men   
(the men in our group encourage other men to join us!)  
Our next meeting will be Tuesday, January 12 at 1:00 p.m. January Prompt:  What is the most memorable/unusual New 
Year’s Eve or New Year’s Day you ever spent? Where were you? Why? Or…anything you think of when you hear “New 
Year’s”  Zoom invitation will arrive January 11 so please make sure you are on the memoir mailing list by e-mailing Judi 
Geake.  Visit for the first time without writing or dive right in! Listening to each other’s stories prompts memories of our 

Join a Monday Morning Accountability Group and Accomplish Your Goals. Meet by 
zoom for no longer than 15 minutes or you may e-mail your goal if you would prefer. 
 
We’ve all done it – made New Year’s resolutions only to have them fade shortly thereafter.  This year I’m proposing another 
way of getting those things done. Beginning Monday, January 11, join me in an Accountability Group by zoom that will last 
no longer than 15 minutes. Each person will state a goal for that week. It can be an ongoing goal or a different one each week. 
However, you will be accountable to return (or e-mail) the following Monday morning and let us know if you accomplished it. 
No judgment. Just encouragement for the next week! 

• Do you want to put away Christmas decorations, or finish those cards? 
• Do you want to organize a closet, clean out a drawer? 
• Is there a spiritual practice you want to try? 
• Can you take ONE box of pictures and sort them by year or by family? 
• Do you want to give up dessert for the week? 

Email your interest to Judi Geake and I’ll let you know how to join by zoom or by e-mail.  
 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
Men’s Fellowship continues to meet by zoom  at 8:30 a.m. the first three Saturdays of each month.  All men of the church are 
encouraged to participate. 
 

LIBRARY CORNER 
The library continues to be closed but if you have a new book you’d like to donate please call the church office and one of the 
committee members will get back to you.   

New Directories 
There have been many changes to our directory information since our last church directory came out in the fall of 2019.  In 
normal times there would have been a new directory printed and available in the narthex for pickup already.  Of course, these 
aren’t normal times so we have to figure out new ways of doing things.  There is a new directory printed and available in the 
office for pickup or it can be mailed to anyone upon request. 
 
 

Giving Envelopes 
As with the new directories, we would normally have the 2121 giving envelopes available in the narthex for pickup through the 
month of December but this year they will be available for pickup in the office or they can also be mailed if you request. 
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Mailbox 
 
Dear Friends, 
 Thank you very much for the beautiful poinsettia plant 
that you gave to us. 
 Marilyn and I miss our WCC family.  We miss 
worshiping together, seeing all of the families as they show 
up for Sunday morning and the warmth of together hearing 
the Word of God presented.  It has been over 9 months since 
we have shared time together.  Thankfully we are able to 
participate virtually every Sunday! 
       With all of our love, 
       Bob & Marilyn Poor 
 
 Thank you so much for the beautiful poinsettia plant 
that Pete dropped off this week!  I appreciate that so much 
and will think of my church family when I look at it.  I do 
miss everyone and am thankful for the broadcasts on 
Sundays.  Looking forward to the day when we can be 
together again. 
       Love, Mary Nilsen 
 
 Finding Peter at our door with a lovely Poinsettia was a 
delightful surprise.  This Christmas certainly needs as much 
cheer as possible and your thoughtfulness certainly helped. 
 Thank you so much.  We miss everyone and everything! 
       Fondly, 
       Joann Larson 
 
Dear Pastor Peter and Church Family, 
 I am overwhelmed by the kindness and generosity of my 
dear church.  Thank you for the lovely poinsettia plant which 
brightens both my spirits and my apartment.  And, I have 
been well remembered by so many in our congregation.  I am 
so grateful for Joan Johnson’s many encouraging notes and 
the thoughtfulness of Barb Kazanjian and the Zitzner family.  
Thank you all from the bottom of my heart. 
       With Love and Gratitude, 
       Judy Anderson 

Family News                 
Our congratulations and best wishes go to:       :  

CHRISTMAS MIRACLE:   A thousand thanks to all of you 
who made it possible to deliver 85 ($50) gift cards to the 
residents at Friendly Towers in Uptown in Chicago.  It wasn’t 
the beautiful party with all the wrapped presents, but they will 
know they are not forgotten.  Because of your generosity, we 
were also able to give gift cards to the staff.  Additionally, we 
will be able to help them with some special project in the 
future.  No words can adequately express thanks to you, and 
praise to the Lord. 
        Gladys Johnson 
 
 I want to thank you for your gift of the lovely poinsettia 
plant which I received on behalf of the church.  It brightened 
my holiday.  I feel so fortunate to be a member of such a kind 
& caring church family. 
       Love, Patty Frazer 
 
 The gorgeous poinsettia that now blesses our apartment 
keeps reminding us of how fortunate we have been to spend a 
great portion of our lives in this Winnetka Covenant Church 
family, loved and nourished by such a grace-filled community.  
Thank you so much for this latest of your gifts to us over 
many, many Christmases. 
        Art & Laurel Nelson 
 
Dear WCC family and Deck the Doorsteps program, 
 We thank the Gerster family and send our thanks for the 
lovely Christmas flowers.  They cheer up our apartment, we 
need it.  We have a large family and cannot be with them for 
the holidays.  God knows about it and will guide us through 
and may He do the same for your family. 
 We miss the church gatherings at this time of year.  God 
bless you as you keep things going for us.  We think of times 
past, and are blessed.  God bless Winnetka Church! 
       Our love to you all, 
       Ray & Fran Wallgren 
 
Dear Winnetka Covenant Church Family, 
 Thank you so much for the beautiful poinsettia plant. 
       Susan Johnson 

• Rob & Maria Morris on the birth of Sophia, in 
London, on December 16th.  She weighed about 7 lb., 
and was about 19 in.  Sophia joins her siblings, Aleks 
and Maia at home.  Thom & Phyllis Morris are her 
happy grandparents. 

• Maren Magill & Andrew Stone, who became 
engaged in November.  Maren and Andrew are both 
2011 graduates of New Trier but somehow didn’t 
know each other in high school, despite being in the 
same English class one year.  They are planning a 
June 4, 2022 wedding in Red Wing, Minnesota. 
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Winnetka Covenant Church Network  
1200 Hibbard Road          
Wilmette, Illinois, 60091  
847-446-4300  
www.winnetkacovenant.org  

Our Mission 
To be a Christian community and to proclaim the gospel,  

worshiping together in love, nurturing people in faith,  
serving others as Christian disciples,  

and building a world of justice and hope in the name of Christ. 

Guidelines for Loving Relationships 
We hold grace as our highest value. 

We practice honest, open, direct communication.  
We speak the truth in love and listen in love. 

We believe the best about each other, 
valuing others above ourselves, as Christ does. 

We allow room for mistakes,  
acknowledging that mistakes are part of the growth process. 

We Welcome You to Winnetka Covenant Church 
We are a community of diverse history, ethnicity, viewpoints, 

gender identity and sexual orientation, status, ability, and 
challenges.  We invite you to join us wherever you are on your 

spiritual journey and to participate with us in the life of the church. 
 

 

 
Start the New Year right with our Enneagram Retreat -   

January 8th and 9th, 2021  
7 p.m. – 9 p.m. on Friday evening; 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. on Saturday morning 

 
Start the New Year well with a special Zoom retreat for adults sponsored by Christian Formation.  The Enneagram is a 
typology that breaks human personalities up into nine different interconnected types, and helps people to understand 
themselves and their relationships through this framework. Join us for this virtual retreat as we learn about our types, explore 
spiritual practices for each type, and discover how our types present under stress. 
 

We will meet Friday evening and Saturday morning on Zoom. A link to join will be emailed to all registered participants.  
 

We will be led by Pam Sutherland, founder of Present Journey LLC, and a Chicago-based consultant and trainer who uses the 
enneagram framework to work with individuals and organizations on relational dynamics.   
 

A $20 donation is requested to cover facilitator expenses, and the online assessment costs $10 to complete. Scholarship 
assistance is available.  Please register here and contact pastor Jen with any	  questions:	  
	  https://secure.accessacs.com/access/eventlogin.aspx?id=wmCrZsv1tju015URFtXTKg==&site=1258&ReturnUrl=events%

2fwz_people.aspx&ChurchID=4088&EventID=198896&sn=1258 

 

Looking forward to summer, 2021 – 
Registration for both of our conference camps, Covenant Harbor and Covenant Point, will open online on January 5.  Schedules 
and registration information are available right now on their websites (www.covenantharbor.org, www.cpbc.com)  
 


