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Mark your calendars! 

January 8 

REFUEL Resumes 
 

January 12 

Holy Land Dinner 
 

 

January 18 
Lumunos Retreat 

 
 
 

February 5 
Annual Meeting 

 

 

Dark Shines the Light 
 
“The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world … the light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.”  (John 1) 
	  
It’s challenging to wake up in the dark these days!  I much prefer warm bright 
summer bird-noisy alarms than the one I have to set now.  The cold and dreary 
winter skies seem to do their level best to conspire against the light.  What I’m 
grateful for is that my waking eyes face east, for me to notice that even on most of 
these dark and dreary days, the rising sun’s light somehow wins the battle for a brief 
time, over the great lake, before it’s shut out again.  The light shines in the darkness, 
and colors up the sky, ever so briefly. 
 
Light is the Church’s theme in January, in the darkest days of the year, for a brief 
time between Christmas and Lent.  Epiphany is its name, and the word means, a 
revealing, sudden manifestation.  It begins with the starlight leading the Magi to the 
manger, ramps up with the baptism and temptation of Jesus in the wilderness, 
illuminates scenes of Jesus’ ministry, and concludes with his transfigured moment of 
blazing glory.  The resounding message of the ministry of Jesus is the inclusion of 
the Gentiles as God’s people, chosen for love and grace, salvation’s wonder.  It’s a 
gift to us who live in the darkness, captured by Walter Brueggemann in his 
prayer/poem, Epiphany: 
 
On Epiphany day, 
 We are still the people walking, still people in the dark, 
 And the darkness looms large around us, 
 Beset as we are by anxiety, brutality, violence, loss – 
 A dozen alienations that we cannot manage. 
We are – we could be – people of your light. 
So we pray for the light of your glorious presence 
 As we wait for your appearing. 
We pray for the light of your wondrous grace 
 As we exhaust our coping capacity; 
We pray for the gift of newness 
 That will override our weariness; 
We pray that we will see and know and hear and trust 
 In your good rule, 
That we may have energy, courage and freedom 
 To enact your rule through the demands of this day. 
We submit our day to you and to your rule, 
 With deep joy and high hope. 
 
Dark shines the light.  Looking forward to worship in the blessed community where 
the Spirit comes to remind us it is so! 
            Peter Hawkinson 
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Adult Sunday School 2019-20:  “As the Good Book Says” 
 

“Your word is a lamp to my feet, and a light to my path.” Psalm 119:105 
 
As Covenanters, we affirm that the Bible is “the Word of God, the only perfect rule for faith, doctrine, and conduct.”  Our 
ancestors in the faith were known for asking, “Where is it written?” whenever they were faced with a question of scriptural 
interpretation.  Yet, while we love and respect scripture, there is much in it that we struggle with and don’t understand.  How 
do we read the Bible?  How do we interpret some of its most difficult and challenging passages?  What role does it play in our 
lives? 
 

We will continue our study in January with a series of speakers who will walk us through the practice of reading scripture 
together.  A variety of guests from within and outside of our congregation will share with us a meaningful passage to them, and 
speak to the importance of scripture in their lives and that of their faith communities. 

• January 5th – Rabbi Rachel Heaps of Temple Jeremiah 
• January 12th – Ronnie Holliday of Kingdom Covenant Church 
• January 19th – Rena Watkins of Kingdom Covenant Church 
• January 26th – Pastor Jen  

 

Christian Formation at Winnetka Covenant 

Sunday School for all ages, from 9:30 – 10:30 a.m.  
Infant & toddler nursery care is provided in the nursery, room 103 (first floor) 

2 & 3-year-olds are in the preschool room, 101 (first floor) 
4-year-olds and kindergarten are in room 104 (first floor, next to the elevator) 

Sunday School for grades 1-5, rooms 205 & 207 (see details below) 
Junior High Sunday School in the youth room (second floor) 

Senior High Sunday School in the youth pastor’s office (first floor) 
Adult Sunday School in the Upper Room (details below) 

 

Children’s Sunday School 
Curriculum for 2019-2020 – Justice Journey for Kids 
 
With the belief that children are fully a part of the body of Christ, 
and in the hope that the next generation will celebrate the 
diversity of God's Kingdom and be empowered by the Spirit and 
the love of Christ to overcome the injustice inherent in a broken 
world. The ECC's Make and Deepen Disciples and Love Mercy 
Do Justice partnered to develop this resource. 

JANUARY 
 

Unit 4 – Journey of Brokenness & Reconciliation - 
Celebrating what is good and facing what is broken. 
January 5th - 1st – 5th grade will be together in room 207. 
January 12th – 26th - 1st/2nd graders meet in Room 205, 
3rd-5th in room 207. 
 
1/12 - Session 1:  Brokenness – We are called to join 
Jesus in fixing what is broken together. 
1/19 - Session 2:  Right Relationships – Being in right 
relationships with God & each other. 
1/26 - Session 3:  Who is Our Neighbor? – Following 
Jesus is a journey we can do together. 
 
**While many families will be gone at Winter Camp on 
Feb. 2, kids age 4-5th grades will all meet together in 
Room 104.** 
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Happy New Year from the Wor-SHIP and 
Wednesday Night REFUEL 

Ahoy!  It is alarming to believe that it is already January and a new year! Things are “sailing“ by way too quickly! 
 
As we begin a new year together, here is a reminder of the Wednesday night schedule: 
5:30 – dinner begins in the Fellowship Hall 
6:00 – children gather in the SHIP (see below for details) 
6:30 – all ages gather in the Upper Room for singing and skits 
7:00 – opportunities for all ages 
  Children go to art and gym time 
  Adults may go to small group study in the Prayer Room (see below for details) 
  2nd Adult option – Parent’s Group in the Upper Room  
 

We have had some wonderful experiences together in the Wor-SHIP this year.  One of the most important and exciting things is 
that we are honored to welcome some  new “first mates” to our crew from the New Vision Covenant Church.  What a delight it 
has been to watch all the children get to know one another.  I had a 5-year-old tell me that she “Has a best friend and loves her!” 
...how darling- especially since it was our second Sunday together! The new bodies have given us some extra wind in our sails! 

We continue to follow the Sunday morning Lectionary schedule. So we are talking about the same text as you! It is my hope 
that on your way home in the car you will be able to have a conversation about the day’s message with your child!  Linda 
Johnson does an amazing job of finding age-appropriate songs that mirror the message of the day. She prepares activities using 
guitars, xylophones, hand chimes, recorders, and the auto harp each week.  Ask the children which instrument is their favorite! 

Take a look in the Children’s Garden of Read’en to see books that the children participated in creating.  They are not to be 
checked out though!   

BTW – please remind your children that they need to enjoy their food and drink BEFORE entering the library.  Also, it is really 
kind if the books are returned to the shelves when finished reading!   

Thank you for BEE-ing so helpful! 

Wednesday Night REFUEL has a few new additions to its schedule. The children, when finished eating, are now dismissed to 
join me in the SHIP at 6:00.  We spend the first 10 minutes going over what the evening’s lesson will be and deciding on who 
would like to participate in the reading and /or other parts of the 6:30 worship.  At 6:10 half of the children go to children’s 
choir with Mr. Dimitri and the other half remain to practice the hand chimes with Ms. Linda. 

I thank God for your children and for the time we get to spend together. 

                    Melissa Nelson 
                    Aka Ms. Mel 
 

 

Wednesday Evenings 7 pm:  Adult Small Group Study 
 

Do you often find yourself rushing through the days, without paying attention to what is going on around and within you?  
Would you like to start this year off feeling more deeply connected, both to God and to others? 
 
Join us on Wednesday evenings this winter as we discuss Barbara Brown Taylor’s An Altar in the World together.  Through a 
series of twelve practices, including “The Practice of Wearing Skin,” and “The Practice of Getting Lost,” she shows us how to 
find sacredness in the everyday.  Copies are available through church at a cost of $10 each, or you can find the book online or 
at your library.  Please note, however, that you are welcome to join us with or without reading!  Our study begins on January 
15th  with chapter one:  “The Practice of Waking Up to God.”  Contact Pastor Jen with any questions. 
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Trustee Notes 
 
This month’s trustee note comes from Tom Sharp, our treasurer, substituting for our trustee chair, Julie Bromley.  
 
WCC received $112k in November, which included several larger gifts, and our semi-annual payment of $18k from 
NSSED.  Budget was $77k.  Our actual expenses were $73k versus $77k budget.  The combination of these things has reduced 
our negative general fund cash balance from ($83k) at the end of October to ($45k) as of November 30th.  As a point of 
reference, cash was ($75k) at the end of last year.  Importantly, our loss for the year is ($15k), down from ($89k) as of 
November 30, 2018. 
  
We expect to spend $108k in December, and if one adds on the loss of $15k, we would need $123k in receipts to get to 
breakeven for the year.  Last year, we received $122k, so this is distinctly possible.  Reminder - online giving must be 
completed by December 31 to be entered as 2019 giving.  The books are kept open for a few days into January to receive 
checks dated 2019. 

Mission Opportunities 

A JUST HARVEST – January 2nd and 16th, at 1:00 p.m., cooking in our kitchen.   
New participants are always welcome to join the cooking crew.  On the 16th we are asked to send a crew to the Kitchen to 
serve the food.  Leave from church at about 4:30 and return about 7:00.  Contact Linnea Johnson to volunteer.  

 
GREATER CHICAGO FOOD DEPOSITORY – January 18th from 8:30-11:15 a.m.   

Please help with this meaningful and rewarding ministry of repacking donated food. Everyone 14 and older is welcome.  
Contacts: Rachel Rescorl or Debbie O'Donovan. Next month's date is February 15th. 

 
FAMILY PROMISE HOSTING WEEK – January 19th – 26th 

Family Promise is our shared ministry with about two dozen North Shore congregations to help families who are 
temporarily homeless.  For a week at a time, about three or four times a year, we host up to four families in our church.  
We provide dinner each night, a time to hang out, overnight accommodations, and breakfast each morning.  There will be 
signup sheets in the narthex and online to volunteer to help with this important ministry.  Contact Joan Wallgren or Jed 
Bassett with questions. 

 

Outreach Opportunity 
 
LUNCH WITH WCC!  STARTING JANUARY 12TH  
Starting in January, the Outreach committee will be hosting a series of informal lunch gatherings after church, on the second 
Sunday of each month.  This is a great chance for guests and visitors to learn more about Winnetka Covenant Church, or for 
you to continue fellowship with your church family.  We’ll gather in the Narthex briefly after worship before heading out to a 
nearby casual restaurant.  (The connections and fun are free, but the cost of lunch will be on your own.)  Contact Jane Rivi or 
René Nelson with any questions. 
 

2019 YTD v. 2018 YTD     

  11/30/2019 11/30/2018 Percent 
YTD Actual Receipts  920,036 834,745 10% 

YTD Actual Disbursements  (935,201) (923,607) 1% 

YTD Over/(Under)  (15,165) (88,862) -83% 

     
YTD Budgeted Receipts  868,918 936,083 -7% 

YTD Budgeted Disbursements  (972,248) (936,137) 4% 
YTD Budgeted Over/(Under)  (103,330) (54) NM 
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Library Corner 

Did you know that our library also contains works of fiction by authors such as Jan Karon, Philip Gulley, Sharon Garlough 
Brown, Eugenia Price, Madeline L’Engle, and Charles Martin?  Most fiction books are in the free-standing book cases on the 
east wall.  We welcome donations of current fiction appropriate for a church library and would especially welcome those 
reviewed in The Covenant Companion, Christianity Today, or The Christian Century. 
 
You may place your books in the basket just inside the library door.  Books that we cannot use will be donated to other libraries 
or recycled through Half-Price books.  Of course, monetary gifts toward new books we’d like to purchase for our collection are 
always welcome. 
 

 

Memoir Writing Group for Women AND Men  
(the number of men DOUBLED in the past three months!) 
Our next meeting will be Tuesday, January 14th at 1:00 p.m. in the library.  Topic prompt: New Beginnings.  Did you move 
from one area of the country to another?  Did you change careers or directions in your life?  Did the birth of a child impact your 
well-ordered life?  Naturally, you are always welcome to write about anything you want! Why not start your year off with a 
‘new beginning’ and give the group a try this month? Visit for the first time without writing. Just listen to our stories! We 
think you’ll want to contribute yours the following month.  Questions? Contact Judi Geake. 

Men’s Fellowship  
 
All men of the church are encouraged to be a part of 
men’s fellowship, which meets the first three 
Saturday mornings of each month at 8:30 a.m.  The 
men of the group take turns leading the discussion 
on a topic of each leader’s choosing. 
 
************************ 
 

 

Love Mercy Do Justice 
Please join us for a movie & discussion or a discussion group. 
 
LMDJ Movie afternoons 
• January 11: Just Mercy – in the theater with Kingdom Covenant 

Church.  Time and location TBD 
• March 12-15: Learning to Love our Muslim Neighbors with 

Covenant Missionary Andy Larsen.  We will watch his 
documentary, Make Hummus Not Walls.  Time TBD 

• April 18: Banished at 2 pm in the Youth Room. A 2006 
documentary film about four U.S. cities which were part of many 
communities that violently forced African American families to 
flee in post-Reconstruction America. 

 
Please join us as we worship at Kingdom Covenant, our sister 
church, at 11800 Indiana Ave in Chicago.  We go the second Sunday 
of every month.  The next Sunday will be January 12th.  Watch the 
bulletin for updates. 

Facebook Page 

We could use everybody’s help in keeping our church 
Facebook page current and updated.  Do you take 
pictures at church events?  If so, we would appreciate if 
you forwarded some to Judy Isaacson to be uploaded 
onto the facebook page.  Lots of special things happen 
here at Winnetka Covenant Church – we need to let the 
community know about them. 

************************* 

L.E.A.D. (Lay Leader Equipping and Developing) 
What:  A practical, participatory, scripture-based workshop especially designed for church lay leaders. 
When:  Saturday, January 11th, 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
Where:  Winnetka Covenant Church 
Cost:  $10 per person (includes lunch and materials) 
Please register by 1/6/20 at https://www.centralconf.org/lead-workshops/ or call the Central Conference Office at 773-267-3060 
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Women’s Ministries 
 
Following are ongoing groups and opportunities for women of the church.  They all welcome new participants at any time. 

FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE.  We meet at 11:30 a.m. on the 
second Thursday of the month at the Bistro at Covenant Living 
of Northbrook and stay for a time of fellowship.  Although we 
meet at Covenant Living, all senior women are encouraged to 
join us.  You need not be a resident there.  In January the date is 
the 9th.  Contact Gladys Johnson. 
  
STITCH AND STUDY, combining prayer, conversation and 
craft/needlework projects, meets on the third Tuesday of each 
month at 7 p.m. at the home of Marilynn Nelson (656 Astor 
Lane, Wheeling).  New participants are always welcome to 
come with or without a project.  In January we meet on the 21st. 
 
TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY –  
January 7, 2020, 10:00 a.m.  We begin the new year with a 
new study.  JOIN US!  As the newly planted Thessalonian 
Church grew in size and witness, the Apostle Paul addressed the 
issues it grappled with.  Although written in the first century, 
Paul’s letters to this church address subjects that continue to 
concern Christians today.  The study of I and II Thessalonians 
and Titus will bring us back to central truths of the Gospel and 
encourage and enlighten us in our life together in our churches.  
Study Guides will be available in class.  Fellowship and Coffee 
available always!  Questions:  please contact  Joann Larson  
 
 
 

NEXT CHAPTER NEWS.   
Let’s start January 2020 off with a bang!  Thursday, 
January 9th at 1:00 in the upper room.  Bring your 
New Year’s resolutions … stories of past resolutions 
gone bad … and stories of resolutions kept to inspire 
the rest of us.  We will catch up from the holidays, talk 
around the table, and hear from a surprise mystery 
guest who will help us get the year off to a healthy 
start! 
 
Next Chapter welcomes any woman who has the time 
and the desire to make new friends or is entering a new 
chapter of life.  E-mail Judi Geake to receive Next 
Chapter News. 
 
2020 WOMENS RETREAT – the 2020 Women’s 
Retreat is scheduled for the weekend of February 7-9 at 
Covenant Harbor.  Judi Geake will be our speaker and 
the theme will be “Finding Yourself in God’s Story & 
Sharing Your Story with Others.”  We often have 
flexibility to add people after the registration deadline 
has passed so check with Joan Wallgren on registration 
availability.  The retreat is always a good way to make 
new connections with the women of the church in an 
informal setting. 

 
 

Youth News 
 
Sunday, January 12th from 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
High League at Joel’s (506 5th St., Apt. G3, Wilmette, IL 60091)  There is no Confirmation on January 12th because of the 
Winter Retreat.  So, High Leaguers, don’t head to church, head over to Joel’s for a regular high league, just in an irregular 
location.  Contact Pastor Joel with any questions. 
 
Wednesday, January 22nd from 5:30-7:45 p.m. 
Camp Rally Night.   
Come to church at 5:30 for dinner, 6:30 for camp-style worship and to hear from Covenant Point & Covenant Harbor staff 
about Summer 2020 at our 2 wonderful Central Conference camps!  There will be camp-style activities for the kids & youth 
from 7 to 7:45 p.m.!  Adult programing will continue as normal starting at 7 p.m. 
 
Jr. High Winter Retreat:  January 10th-12th at Covenant Harbor 
Sr. High OneLife Retreat:  February 14th-17t at Covenant Point 
Contact Pastor Joel for more information about registration details.  
 
 



 

 

  

Family News        

CSO Concert Opportunity 
 

The Chicago Symphony Orchestra uses our 
parking lot as a gathering spot for concert 
attenders who take a bus downtown for Friday 
afternoon concerts and in return for this the 
church is being given two tickets for each of 
those concerts.  These tickets available to any of 
our members who would like attend a concert, on 
a first-come, first-served basis.  The next concert 
will be January 31st. 
 
These are all Friday afternoon concerts and the 
tickets are free – however, if someone would like 
to also take the bus the cost for that would be 
$30 per person. 
 

If you are interested in a pair of tickets, please 
call the church office.   

Mailbox 
 
 We are very grateful for the prayers and other means 
of support given on behalf of our family by our WCC 
family.  Out pastors have been very helpful.  We find 
strength in remembering that God saw his Son die on a 
cross.  God knows what it is like to lose a son, and God is 
with us in these difficult days. 
       Gratefully, 
       Marilyn & Arnie Bolin 
 

 
Dear Winnetka Covenant Church,  
 Thank you for the very warm welcome we received when 
we joined the church.  So many people greeted us.  And we 
weren’t expecting flowers to wear and all of the great cookies 
at the high coffee and even more cookies to take home!  Thanks 
so much! 
        Greg & Vickie Pence 
 
Dear Winnetka Covenant Church Family, 
 Thank you for your heartfelt prayers and sympathies over 
the past 3 years and in the recent passing of my brother.  Your 
cards and personal sentiments have been so comforting. 
        With love in Christ! 
        Barb & Dave Scheibe 

Congratulations to: 

• Liana & Dimitri German, who were married on 
November 15, 2019, here in our church.  Best wishes 
to Liana and Dimitri as they begin their new life 
together. 

Lost items 
 

From time to time we realize that there is something we haven’t seen for a 
while or we need to use something and find that it isn’t where it belongs.  
That has happened several times lately and we are hoping that someone 
out there can help us locate the missing items.   
 
The first is the beautiful blue vase which holds the flowers in the front of 
the sanctuary on Sunday mornings.  It was last seen on the counter in the 
kitchen. 
 
Next are the two 100-cup coffee brewing urns.  They were last used for the 
Harvest Dinner at the beginning of November.  They are both missing 
from the closet where they are kept, but the insides of them are still in 
place, making their disappearance truly a mystery. 
 
Finally, there were two large column vases laying on their sides outside 
the playground fence.  Somebody may have thought they were being given 
away, since they were laying outside but that wasn’t the intention. 
 
If anyone knows anything about any of these items, please contact the 
church office.  Also, if anyone ever wants to borrow a piece of equipment 
it’s important to let the church office know so we can keep track of the 
church belongings..  Thanks. 
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Winnetka Covenant Church Network  
1200 Hibbard Road          
Wilmette, Illinois, 60091  
847-446-4300  
www.winnetkacovenant.org  

Our Mission 
To be a Christian community and to proclaim the gospel,  

worshiping together in love, nurturing people in faith,  
serving others as Christian disciples,  

and building a world of justice and hope in the name of Christ. 

Guidelines for Loving Relationships 
We hold grace as our highest value. 

We practice honest, open, direct communication.  
We speak the truth in love and listen in love. 

We believe the best about each other, 
valuing others above ourselves, as Christ does. 

We allow room for mistakes,  
acknowledging that mistakes are part of the growth process. 

We Welcome You to Winnetka Covenant Church 
We are a community of diverse history, ethnicity, viewpoints, 

gender identity and sexual orientation, status, ability, and 
challenges.  We invite you to join us wherever you are on your 

spiritual journey and to participate with us in the life of the church. 
 

 

Holy Land Dinner and Program!  Join Peter and Bonnie Hawkinson on Sunday evening, January 12, at 5 p.m. in the 
Upper Room for dinner, a presentation of our trip to Israel and Egypt last February, and a preview of our upcoming church trip 
to Israel next October.  Regarding our trip in October (see below) we have 25 folks registered, and have 10 spots still available.   
 
ALL ARE WELCOME!  Whether or not you have interest in the trip, come and hear about the Hawkinsons’ journey.  Please 
RSVP to petehawk@comcast.net if you can join us. 
 
A community trip to Israel and Palestine will take place October 13–22, 2020.  Join Pastor Hawkinson for this 
holy time of pilgrimage and learning together.  Brochures are available, and information can be found on the church website.  
Details about this exciting opportunity will be unfolding.  Please be in touch with Pastor Hawkinson with further questions or to 
register your interest.  Welcome! 

Trips, Retreats, and Gatherings 

Lumunos Retreat – The Space Between Us:  Strengthening our Relations for the Good of the World. 
January 18, 8:30 – 11:30 a.m.  Come and join us for this mini-retreat focused on strengthening our relationship skills for every 
aspect of our lives.  Held in the Upper Room, facilitated by Doug Wysockey-Johnson.  All are invited; cost is $40 (scholarship 
help is available).  Register now online at lumunos.org 
 
Winnetka Covenant Church Winter Camp – January 30 – February 2 at Covenant Point Bible Camp. 
Enjoy time with family.  Deepen your walk with Christ.  Build relationships with other members and friends of WCC.  
Activities include indoor and outdoor fun:  broomball, tubing, snowshoeing, relaxing by the fire, and much more!  Registration 
forms available in the church office, or register online at www.cpbc.com/WCCwintercamp.  Contact Linnea Johnson with 
questions. 


