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A Winter Prayer 
(Rev. Kate Wilkinson) 

 
Let us huddle together this morning, 
our community a place of warmth in our lives 
as we share the flame of hope and connection. 
Let us allow the frost of isolation and bitterness to melt away 
as we open ourselves to a sense of peace and spirit. 
We extend our thoughts to all those who are cold this morning, 
lacking shelter or love to keep them warm. 
Let us wrap our prayers around them and each other like scarves, 
and wish each other safe journeys through the storm. 
May we be insulated from fear as the earth is insulated by the snow, 
and, like bulbs, may we continue to grow and open inside, despite the cold, 
ready for the spring, to stretch and grow towards justice. 
Amen 
 
I don’t know how cold it is as you read this, but as I write the windchill out the 
window is twenty-six below zero, the coldest winter day yet.  My car, barely 
starting, groaned as if to say, “Not Today, Not Today!”  And my aging fingers and 
toes speak their own story.  I’m thinking about the cattle at Wagner Farm, hoping 
they have some inside shelter. 
 
I’m reminded this morning of the four years I spent in North Dakota’s Red River 
Valley while at the University in Grand Forks.  I attended a small covenant church 
in a rural town where the following words welcomed me on the wall in the foyer:  
Minus 40 keeps out the riff-raff! The cold there was like nothing I’d ever known, 
often 3 weeks in a row below zero. 
 
In this bare and cold winter-time, we have hope knowing spring will surely come.  
We hold one another close with warm longing.  We pray as Kate Wilkinson bids 
us to be growing, like bulbs, opening inside in unseen ways.  Like the prophet 
Habakkuk, we hold out hope: 
 
Though the fig tree does not blossom, 
And no fruit is on the vines; 
Though the produce of olive fails 
And the fields yield no food; 
Though the flock is cut off from the fold 
And though is no herd in the stalls, 
Yet I will rejoice in the LORD; 
I will exult in the God of my salvation. 
 
The one thing I’ve learned about bitter cold is that almost always the sun and blue 
sky come with it.  Warmth, though not felt, is seen, and contemplated.  God is with 
us, and will help us travel through the winter-time of our lives until the buds 
appear, and spring is here again. 
            Peter Hawkinson 
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Adult Sunday School: February, 2022 
Sunday mornings, 9:30 a.m. in the Upper Room, Resuming March, 2022  

 
Sunday School classes for all ages will continue to be on “pause” for the month of February. However, we WILL regather on 
Sunday, March 6th and begin our long-awaited series, Myers-Briggs and Spirituality, led by Judi Geake. Please mark your 
calendars and plan to join us in the Upper Room starting promptly at 9:30 a.m.   
 
 

 

Christian Formation at Winnetka Covenant 
Sunday School for all ages, from 9:30 – 10:20 a.m.  

(Sunday School is on hold for the months of January and February) 

For the children - 
 
 

Month of February – 
 
Rotation Sunday School will be back in March.  
Watch the sign board just inside the back 
(playground) entrance with the location for class 
each week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adult Small Group on Wednesday Evenings: 
If God is Love … 

Wednesday evenings, 7 p.m. 
 

This winter, we will study If God Is Love, Don’t Be a Jerk by John Pavlovitz.  This book of short essays on “Finding a Faith 
That Makes Us Better Humans” will direct our small-group discussions.  Come as you are, when you can!   

If you’re interested in reading along, the book is available for purchase online. 
February 2nd  – chapter 1 
February 9th  – chapter 2 

February 16th  – chapters 3 and 4 
February 23rd – chapter 5 

  

Covid Update 
 

Throughout the Covid pandemic we have been grateful for 
the flexibility that you have shown as activities and 
arrangements sometimes have been a little fluid.  With the 
current variant now ebbing we are pleased to be able to 
meet again for worship, REFUEL, and small groups in 
person.  In accordance with the requirements set by the 
state of Illinois, masks that cover the mouth and nose are 
required for everyone over the age of two for all indoor 
gatherings.  Please be sure to check e-mails and 
communications for possible changes in plans as they 
become necessary.  We are hopeful that we won’t need to 
make any changes, but we need to be prepared for that 
possibility. 

Annual Meeting –  
February 6th, 1:00 p.m. 
All church members are encouraged to join us for this very 
important annual meeting.  We hope that many are able to be 
with us in person but if that’s not possible, please plan to join 
the meeting by Zoom.  Meeting instructions have been mailed 
to each member, with an overview of the in-person meeting 
and instructions on the Zoom process.  If you haven’t received 
these by mid-week, please contact the church office. 
 
The worship service on the 6th will be followed by a Covid-
friendly sandwich lunch in the fellowship hall before we 
gather back in the sanctuary for the meeting.  Childcare and 
children’s activities are being planned.  Please let the office 
know if your children will be using the childcare options, so 
we can be sure to have adequate supervision. 
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REFUEL 
REFUEL resumes with a modified schedule on February 2nd.  Back to looking at God’s Choir, the theme for the year, as the 
children look at the ways animals (and each of us) each have a special way of participating and being a part of “God’s choir.”  
Through songs, games, art, and prayer we learn and worship while we refuel ourselves for the upcoming week. 
 
Reminder of the weekly schedule: 

• 5:30 – dinner for all (dinners will not resume until mid-month – watch communications for updates) 
• 6:15 – Singing, songs, and skits for all ages in the Upper Room 
• 6:45 – Break out of activities and groups for all ages 

 
Wednesday Night Dinner Cooks and Shoppers Needed 
 

In mid-February the Wednesday night REFUEL program will look more like it has in the past, with congregation members 
doing the cooking each week.  In that light, we will need volunteers to cook and shop for the food. If you are interested in 
helping out with this, please contact the church office and we will send the schedule for you to look at and see where you can 
sign up.  Contact Kitti Steiner with questions. 
 
 

Youth News 
 

FEBRUARY Schedule for Youth Groups:  
February 6th, 13th, 20th and 27th   - 4:30-6:00 p.m., Junior High (6th – 8th grades)  

 6:30-8:00 p.m., Senior High (9th – 12th grades) 
 

Come see your friends and invite new ones to join us for games, snacks, small groups and lessons every Sunday night here at 
church.  
 
 

Mission News & Opportunities 
 

A special thank you to everyone who has so faithfully and generously given to The Friendship Center Food Pantry throughout 
the year.  The Friendship Center serves 2,000 people per month and you help make that possible.  The community’s current top 
needs are: 

• Rice – all types 
• Diapers – sizes 3-6 
• Baby Wipes 
• Feminine Hygiene Products (smaller packages, i.e. 20 count) 
• Canned Tuna or Salmon 
• Paper Shopping Bags with handles 

 
Please drop off donations to the church office or to Debbie O’Donovan.  Also, you can order on-line at Amazon Smile 
(designate WCC as beneficiary) and have the items sent directly to Debbie.  
 
Thank you & Happy New Year!                  
                    Debbie O’Donovan 
 
 
 
 Bible and Baking 

This month, we’ll step away from our traditional Sunday morning gatherings for a different sort of fellowship.  
Join Pastor Jen on Facebook Live on Sunday afternoons (through our WCC Facebook page)  

as we complete a simple baking project while hearing from colleagues in ministry about their COVID experiences, 
thoughts on abundant life in a pandemic, and more. 
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Women’s Ministries 
NEXT CHAPTER NEWS:  
February Outing…Lunch at Jaspers on Waukegan Road 
in Glenview, Thursday, February 11th 11:30a.m. Contact 
Judi Geake to make a reservation.  All are welcome.  
REMINDER! Always check your e-mail on the morning 
of the event. 
 
 
 

Women’s Bible Study  
Tuesdays, 10 a.m.  in the Narthex  
Join us as we begin a new study together on the book of 
Judges.  We begin with coffee and fellowship at 9:45a.m.; 
study begins promptly at 10.  All women of the church are 
welcome for this time of learning and connection.  
Contact Pastor Jen with any questions.  Study books are 
available now in the church office for $10 each. 

• February 1 – Judges Overview 
• February 8 – Judges 1:1-3:6 
• February 15 – Judges 3:7-31 
• February 22 – Judges 4:1-5:31 

 
 

 
 
 Men’s Fellowship - All men of the church are invited and encouraged to be a part of men’s 

fellowship, which meets at 8:30 the first three Saturday mornings of each month.  We are now meeting at church in the prayer 
room.  Contact:  Kurt Kovacic. 
 

Memoir Writing Group - Tuesday, February 8th at 1:00 p.m. in the Library. This month’s  
Prompt: What is one of the most beautiful sights you’ve ever seen. Or what are SOME of the most beautiful sights you’ve 
ever seen.  We ALWAYS welcome women and men! This is not a group that critiques writing. We just gather to hear each 
other’s stories and memories. 
 

New Small Group Offering: Navigating Grief Together 
Whether you are mourning a loved one, grieving the ongoing pandemic, entering a new and challenging season of life, or 
living through another experience of grief, this group is for you.  We are still accepting new members. 
 
We gather monthly on Sundays after worship for a simple lunch and time of conversation and support.  Marlyce Peterson leads 
our group.  Please contact her or Judi Geake if you are interested or have questions. 
 

Reading Together on Zoom.   
Want to study the scripture together with other friends?  Then join us Thursday evenings at 6:30 on Zoom as we read  
and discuss the biblical texts for the upcoming Sunday.  Welcome!  Link:   https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81675547596 
 

Library Corner - Beginning next month the Network will have reviews of several books available in the 
library. Would you like to be one of our reviewers? Either fiction or non-fiction…the library has many great reads for all ages 
and interests.  
 
There are several new puzzles in the Library, including some for young children (especially children interested in dinosaurs!)  
They don’t need to be checked out…just bring them back so others can enjoy them! When you return them please leave them 
on Judi’s desk so she can seal them with rubber bands for the next person or family.  Stop in on Sunday morning or during the 
week. Questions? Suggestions? email Judi Geake. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sharon Garlough Brown’s latest book is  Feathers of Hope, (releasing April 2022). The story follows the spiritual 
formation journeys of Katherine Rhodes (beloved retreat director from the Sensible Shoes series) as she prepares for 
retirement and Wren Crawford as she emerges from her struggle with a major depressive episode. As part of the story, 
readers are invited to attend Katherine's final retreat at New Hope. Judi Geake has pre-ordered several copies at a 30% 
discount and will facilitate a discussion group later this spring. If you would like to have a book set aside, please 
contact Judi. 
 
 

Retreat - For the second year we were unable to hold the women’s retreat.  We fully expect to be able to have one next 
spring.  In order for it to happen, however, we will need a new planning group.  The group that has planned it for many years is 
unable to continue but will be happy to give a new planning group some guidance as needed.  It doesn’t take a lot of people to 
make it happen – 4 or 5 is enough.  Please contact Kathy Messina or Joan Wallgren if you are interested. 
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     Mailbox        
      Dear WCC, 
 Thank you all for your prayers, calls, and cards.  It has 
been very comforting to have the support of a caring church.  
Though my younger brother, Jim Thorsen, had been on 
dialysis, his death was unexpected. 
       Blessings, Alice Kassen 
 
  
Dear Friends at Winnetka Covenant, 
 Thank you so much for your generous Christmas gift to 
each of us.  Your appreciation for us shows through this 
expression of your love.  It is an honor and privilege to 
minister to you. 
      The WCC Pastors and Staff 
 
Dear Winnetka Covenant, 
 It’s nice to still send thank you cards.  I really appreciate 
the gift.  I want 2022 to be a much improved year – no Covid, 
no weirdos stealing church busses.  See, better already.  
Thanks again. 
    Best & see you Sunday!   John Donlon 
 
Dear friends, 
 I have never seen a pink poinsettia like the one you gave 
me.  It was beautiful. Thank you so much. 
        Marion Christensen 
 
Dear Winnetka Covenant Friends, 
 Thank you so much for the beautiful pink poinsettia you 
gave me before Christmas.  It brightens up my room nicely.  I 
also want to thank you for the many cards I have received, 
both after Ray died and for Christmas.  I miss being able to 
attend church and appreciate being remembered by so many 
of you. 
       With love, Fran Wallgren 
 
Dear Winnetka Friends, 
 The lovely Christmas poinsettia plant I received from you 
still brightens up my little apartment.  It shows no signs of 
fading any time soon!  Thank you for your thoughtfulness.  I 
wish you all special blessings in the New Year. 
         Fern Andersen 
 
Dear Friends, 
 I want to express my thanks for the beautiful red 
poinsettia plant Pastor Peter delivered to my apartment.  Your 
thoughtfulness is greatly appreciated. 
 I am also grateful that I can attend Sunday morning 
worship, which is so meaningful to me. 
      In Christ,  Marlene Magnuson 
 

Thanks you to our kind and generous church family for 
 the lovely pink poinsettia plant!  It continues to brighten and 
cheer my home! 
        Love, Patty Frazer 
 
 
  
 

 
 
  

o  

Family News 
We extend our congratulations and best wishes to: 

• Carter Elias Nelson and Bethany Cooper who were 
married on January 8th.  Carter is the son of Pete and 
Melissa Nelson. 

• Karla Fogel, on the birth of two grandchildren 
o Nathaniel Stephen Fogel, born December 

30, 2021, to Eric Fogel and Caitlin Krull.  
Nathaniel was 8 lb., 1 oz. and 21” long.  He 
joins his siblings Annabelle, Hailey, and 
Ethan in the family. 

o William (Liam) Odin Fogel, born on 
January 7 to Jonathan and Jess Fogel.  
Liam was 7 lb., 1 oz. and 21” long, and 
joins his brothers, Matthew and Oliver at 
home. 

 
To my WCC friends, 
 Thank you so much for the beautiful poinsettia that 
appeared at my door.  The one I received in 2020 was hearty 
and beautiful until early December 2021!  It would be a 
bonus if this new one lasted as long! 
 Thanks for your thoughtfulness. 
         Fondly, 
         Betsy Pearson 
 
And from our friends at Friendly Towers – 
Dear Winnetka Church, 
 Thanks for the great precious gift. 
            Sincerely, Ariana C. 
 
Greetings in Jesus, 
 Thank you to Winnetka Covenant Church for your gifts 
of Target Card & candy.  It is greatly appreciated. 
 Your kindness and faithful giving is a blessing to me & 
the other seniors at NFT.  Blessings to you all. 
       Respectfully, Pam Verdt 

        
    



 

 

  

Winnetka Covenant Church Network  
1200 Hibbard Road          
Wilmette, Illinois, 60091  
847-446-4300  
www.winnetkacovenant.org  

Our Mission 
To be a Christian community and to proclaim the gospel, 

worshiping together in love, nurturing people in faith, 
serving others as Christian disciples,  

and building a world of justice and hope in the name of Christ. 

Guidelines for Loving Relationships 
We hold grace as our highest value.                 

We practice honest, open, direct communication.  
We speak the truth in love and listen in love.    

We believe the best about each other,  
valuing others above ourselves, as Christ does.           

We allow room for mistakes,  
acknowledging that mistakes are part of the growth process. 

We Welcome You to Winnetka Covenant Church 
We are a community of diverse history, ethnicity, viewpoints, 

gender identity and sexual orientation, status, ability, and 
challenges.  We invite you to join us wherever you are on your 

spiritual journey and to participate with us in the life of the church. 
 

 

Camp News 
Lots of news and updates from both of our conference camps, Covenant Harbor and Covenant Point. 

• Registration for summer camp is open at both camps.  Amazingly, between the two camps we already have 37 children 
and/or families registered for summer 2022! 

• Both camps offer scholarships and financial aid.  No child should miss camp due to finances! 
• All families who had campers last year should have received a brochure with summer 2022 information at your home.  

We have also received a supply of them here in the office.  If you have someone you would like to tell about our 
camps, please get a brochure for them.  Either stop by and pick one up or have us send on. 

• More information on the camp websites: 
o www.covenantharbor.org  
o www.cpbc.com 

 
Do you have interest in an opportunity to volunteer at camp this winter?  If you’d like to spend a few days at Covenant Point, 
helping with needed tasks, check out the schedule of volunteer opportunities and more info at www.cpbc.com/volunteer.  The 
volunteer work generally entails kitchen tasks and cleaning, occasional housekeeping, building projects, maintenance, and 
program needs (depending on interests and skills).  Meals and housing are provided while volunteering during scheduled 
retreats. 
 
 
Are you downsizing?  Know someone who is moving?  
The Chicago Furniture Bank and their partner organization, The Honest Junk Co. are nonprofit organizations that exist to 
furnish apartments for people coming out of homelessness.  They have partnered with us and many other churches over the past 
few years to pick up the unsold items from our rummage sale for this mission. Because of the pandemic there haven’t been 
many rummage sales this past year and their inventory has suffered as a result.  If you or anyone you know has furniture or 
household items looking for a new home, please keep these organizations in mind.  Check out their web site for more 
information.  www.chicagofurniturebank.org 


