
 

 

  

 

The Network 
February, 2021 

Inside this issue: 

Christian Formation ........ 2 

Reading Together,  
Upcoming Activities ....... 3 
 
Ongoing & New Groups,  
Youth Group....….….......4 
 
Mailbox & Address 
Changes ......................... 5 
 
Mission Opportunities ..... 6 

 

We Worship each 
Sunday at 10:30 

a.m. –  
 

Facebook/ 
You Tube 

 
The children’s 

Wor-SHIP begins 
at 10:15 each 

Sunday on Zoom 
 

February 7 
Annual Meeting 

 
February 17 

Ash Wednesday 
 
 

The Heart of The Matter 
 
“Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have 
come to call not the righteous but sinners.” (Matthew 9:13) 
 
February in the church finds us moving through Epiphany (season of light, God’s 
revealing, celebrating the ministry of Jesus) and into Lent (season of passion, 
remembering Jesus’ suffering and death).  
 
Matthew 9 has become for me the heart of the matter.  Check it out! Jesus is back in 
Capernaum, his adult hometown, as much as any place for a wanderer is.  Good 
times, you’d think, are at hand.  But it is here he is most despised and rejected.  A 
paralyzed man is brought to him, he tells him his sins are forgiven, and is promptly 
accused of Blasphemy.  “Only God can do such a thing!” is what they say. 
“Exactly!” Jesus says… “so that you may know the Son of Man has authority on 
earth to forgive sins” – he tells the man to get up and walk, and he does.  And the 
people give glory to God! And you’d think things are now in proper messianic order.  
 
But the ways of Jesus are indeed blasphemous, even and especially to world’s 
religious and moral norms.  Walking along, he chooses to say to Matthew, of all 
people, who is sitting at his tax booth, “Follow me.”  The one who immorally gets 
rich at the expense of others.  He gets up and goes with Jesus, who takes him to a 
dinner with others like him.  And it’s the Pharisees, the religious leaders who again 
ask the question, this time to his followers: “Why? Why does your teacher eat with 
tax collectors and sinners?  “And there Jesus gets to the heart of the matter.  He says 
to them, in that teaching moment, “Go and learn what this means, “I desire mercy, 
not sacrifice.  For I have come to call not the righteous but sinners.” 
 
The Church, if it be following Jesus into the world, is about the work of dispensing 
the mercy of God to those least expecting it, surely, they think, uninvited for any 
number of reasons.  And what we know is that often sacrifice is more of what we’re 
after, especially from sinners and tax collector types of people.  “Shape up, amend 
your ways, and then come.  Act for once like you are sorry for what you’ve done.” 
This happens when we forget that we are sinners, when we are convinced we are 
righteous instead. 
 
But the way of Jesus, what we must learn again and again, is mercy.  “You are loved, 
accepted, and called, you are healed and forgiven” is what his presence says to 
Capernaum’s riff raff.  This mercy is God’s transformative act. 
 
“Go and Learn” Jesus says, not to Matthew and the others, but to the religious 
people, the Church folk.  We have lots to learn, and every day is a new chance! 
 
             Peter Hawkinson 
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Christian Formation for Adults and Children 

Adults 
Adult Sunday School, Sundays at 9:30 a.m. on Zoom 

 
 

February, 2021:  Lenten Bible Study 
Join us on Sunday mornings, beginning February 21st, for a Lenten Bible study.  

This five-week study is part of the Kingdom Mosaic Life Together series, produced by the ECC’s Love Mercy Do Justice 
Department. Each week we will study a passage of scripture aimed at deepening our understanding of “biblical justice, racial 

righteousness, and the mosaic kingdom of God.” You may preview the study at the following address: 
 https://covchurch.org/justice/wp-content/uploads/sites/29/2020/12/KingdomMosaic_Life-Together-Series-101.pdf   

We will meet at 9:30 a.m. on Zoom.  
Link to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84537658511?pwd=UGQ5MW5UVGcwWlE1VXh4WURJN3hiZz09   

Meeting ID: 845 3765 8511  
Passcode: 245098  

	  
Adult Small Group 

Wednesday evenings, 7 p.m. on Zoom  
 

We Can Do Better: Growing through Uncomfortable Conversations about Race  
Join us as we continue our communal continuing education experience led by Dr. Veronica Gilliard of the Justice, Equity, 
Diversity and Inclusion (J.E.D.I.) Institute. Dr. Gilliard will lead us through a journey of discovery, self-reflection, and historical 
analysis as we examine together the impact of white supremacy on marginalized peoples and learn how to engage these issues 
today.   
 
Read more about the J.E.D.I. Institute at https://www.jedi-institute.com/, or contact Pastor Jen with any questions.  
 
These sessions will take place the first Wednesday of each month, and cost $15/person, though financial assistance is 
available.  Your donation of $15 can be sent directly to WCC (for checks, please include “Wednesday PM” on the memo 
line) or you can give online through the church website. 
 
Join using the Zoom link here: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89424598033?pwd=dFh0RnBuemxUS2ZjWVRNSHBhT2tBQT09   
 
Pastor Jen will lead all other monthly sessions on related topics, and there is no cost associated with these meetings.  Here is our 
schedule for February: 

February 3rd  – Dr. Gilliard leading  
February 10th  – Pastor Jen leading 
February 17th  – Ash Wednesday, no small group 
February 24th  – Pastor Jen leading 
 

Children 
Sunday Mornings, February, 2021 

 

Ahoy! Here’s an update from the Wor-SHIP! 
To participate in the weekly zoom meeting for children’s church, please find the link on the church Web page, 

and on the weekly Service announcement.  The password is Theworship. 
We will begin at 10:15. 

 
We are hoping this will allow the kids to get set up in time for the adults to go to the live stream service at 10:30. 

 
On Friday I will send a related children’s bulletin to print and any additional information for the upcoming time in the SHIP.   

We are hoping to have a variety of kids participate by  
sharing their music abilities, reading stories and scripture, singing, and praying together over Zoom. 

 
Thank you for your participation!  If you have any questions, please contact me. 

Blessing to you and be a blessing to others. 
Miss Mel  
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Winter Reading Together 
Thursdays, 6:30 on Zoom 
 
“The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life.” (John 6:33) 

 I have an invitation for you! It is to make an investment in personal spiritual growth and in community. Gathering every 
Thursday evening at 6:30, we are Reading Together.  

 Reading Together  is a weekly ZOOM time to encounter the biblical texts that will be read on the Sunday to come: a chance to 
get the bible in our bones a bit and toss around some thoughts, looking for connections, and exploring new ideas.  

 In addition,  Reading Together  happens in community…it’s something we do together. We share conversation, stories, 
thoughts, and become better friends as we read together. In this time of isolation, this is a chance to develop growing friendship. 
What a blessing this is! 

The great blessing of this time will be that by the time Sunday worship comes, you will have had these texts roaming around in 
your spirit for a few days as you come to hear them again.  A reading together update, including the texts to be discussed for 
that week, is sent every Wednesday afternoon. 

I’m asking you to consider making this brief (45 minute) time part of your weekly rhythm, for the sake of your spiritual growth 
and friendships. Also, it will be lots of fun! 

Here’s the Weekly ZOOM link:     https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81675547596 

 
On the third Thursday of each month, from January through March, we will read together Falling Upward: A Spirituality for 
the Two Halves of Life by Rev. Richard Rohr. Here’s a description: 
 
“In the first half of life, we are naturally and rightly preoccupied with establishing our identity – climbing, achieving, and 
performing. But those concerns will not serve us as we grow older and begin to embark on a further journey, one that involves 
challenges, mistakes, loss of control, broader horizons, and necessary sufferings. A new paradigm is offered – that of “Falling 
Upward”—that helps us understand how our sorrows, struggles, and failings can lead us to spiritual growth.” (Book Preface) 
 
Each month, we’ll read a bit, and gather for a ZOOM conversation following this schedule: 
 
Thursday January 21 – 6:30 p.m., introduction and chapters 1-3. 
Thursday, February 18 – 6:30 p.m., chapters 4-8. 
Thursday, March 18 – 6:30 p.m., chapters 9-13 and coda. 
 
Books are readily available from your preferred bookseller.   Join in on Zoom Link  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81675547596 
 
I hope you will take, read, join the conversation and grow!  
                      Pastor Pete 

 

Important upcoming activities 

Annual Meeting - Sunday, February 7, 1:00 p.m. on Zoom 
Join us for our Annual Meeting.  A little different this year (like everything else) the meeting will be convened on Zoom.  The 
annual reports have been distributed, along with a sheet for those who are unable to join us for the meeting but would like to 
vote on the slate of candidates for church offices and the budget.  Those should be returned by February 5 – either by mail to the 
church office or scanned and e-mailed to John Wallgren.  The Zoom link will be sent closer to the meeting. 
 
Ash Wednesday Service, Live Stream on Wednesday, February 17, 7:00 p.m. 
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Ongoing Groups 

NEXT CHAPTER  
Our next meeting will be Thursday, February 11 at 1:00 p.m., on zoom. The topic TBD. 
Next Chapter sends out its own Constant Contact Next Chapter News so make sure you are on the list to receive the zoom 
links and information about upcoming events by e-mailing Judi Geake. 

 

MEMOIR WRITING GROUP for Women AND Men   
(We have a NEW man in our group!  We welcome others!)  
Our next meeting will be Tuesday, February 9 at 1:00 p.m. Prompt:  The Heart.  
How is your heart…could mean anything from health to romance! Your first love? When love struck unexpectedly? When 
trouble reared its ugly head concerning your health? How do you protect your heart?  Zoom invitation will arrive late Monday 
or early Tuesday prior to our meeting. Please make sure you are on the memoir mailing list by e-mailing Judi Geake.  Visit for 
the first time without writing or dive right in! Listening to each other’s stories prompts memories of our own.   
 
ACCOUNTABILITY GROUPS 
Join an Accountability Group and Accomplish Your Goals.   
Check-in by text or email with a small group. 
So far we have started two accountability groups…people who check in with each other to be held accountable for 
accomplishing weekly goals they have set for themselves – one by text, one by e-mail.  

Email your interest to Judi Geake and I’ll put together a small group for whatever works best for you.  

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
Men’s Fellowship continues to meet by zoom  at 8:30 a.m. the first three Saturdays of each month.  All men of the church are 
encouraged to participate. 
 

LIBRARY CORNER 
The library continues to be closed but if you have a new book you’d like to donate please call the church office and one of the 
committee members will get back to you.   

February Youth Group News: 
 

Youth Ministry Sunday Schedule: 
Confirmation: 3:00-3:30 p.m. 
Jr. High Youth Group: 3:30-4:30 p.m. 
High League: 4:30-5:30 p.m. 
 
Contact Pastor Joel for Zoom links and look out for emails about updated schedules and events! 
 
Also, be sure to check out our “20 Questions” Youtube Video Series on the Winnetka Covenant Youth Ministry Youtube 
channel.  New interviews are posted every week! 
 

New Directories 
There have been many changes to our directory information since our last church directory came out in the fall of 2019.  In 
normal times there would have been a new directory printed and available in the narthex for pickup already.  Of course, these 
aren’t normal times so we have to figure out new ways of doing things.  There is a new directory printed and available in the 
office for pickup or it can be mailed to anyone upon request. 
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Mailbox 
 
Dear Winnetka Covenant Church, 
 Thank you for the poinsettia plant.  It is beautiful!  
Every morning I put it in the window when I open my blinds.  
I have moved out of Brandel into Axelson into room #936.  
I’m looking forward to getting my Covid vaccination, so I 
can get out and about soon. 
       Marion Christensen 
        
Dear Pastor Pete, 
 I want to thank you and all of my WCC family for the 
beautiful poinsettia plant.  What a sweet surprise it was!  It’s 
beautiful and healthy as I hope we all will be in 2021. 
       Thanks, Betsy Pearson 
 
 Thank you so much for the poinsettia that Pastor Joel 
delivered in December.  It is still beautiful! 
      Mary Ann and Paul Backlund 
        
 Thank you so much for your Christmas gift.  It is 
appreciated and is a real blessing!  Thank you for thinking of 
me.  Humbly & respectfully in Christ. 
     Pam Verdin, New Friendly Towers  
 
Hello Friends at Winnetka Covenant, 
 Many warm greetings from us here in Medellin!  We 
THANK YOU so much for your generous Christmas gift and 
for your faithful giving to the work and ministry in Colombia!  
Please share our gratitude and greeting to the church family.  
We continue to hold you in our prayers as we know we are in 
difficult times.  May you all keep safe and healthy, as we pray 
we do here as well.  Lately, I have donned my Cubs ballcap 
to feel in solidarity with my family and the US and with many 
of you as well. 
 Hugs (abrazos) from afar, Mary Lou and Gary Sander 

Dear Winnetka Covenant Church Family, 
 We express our thanks to our church family for the 
generous Christmas gift you gave to us.  It is such a privilege 
to partner with you all and in the challenges of the past year 
it’s been interesting planning new ways to accomplish the 
mission of the church.  We appreciate the faith you place in 
each of us. 
         WCC staff  
 
Dear Sunday Bus Friends & everyone at Winnetka Covenant ,  
 First, thank you so much for your gift in the midst of the 
pandemic and our abbreviated amount of Sundays in 2020.  I 
absolutely cannot wait to get back on the road to be with 
everyone again.  Sundays are very different & sad, especially 
after doing this for nearly 13 years  
 Let’s get moving again & soon!  Best wishes and Happy 
New Year to all. 
     John Donlan, Sunday bus driver 
 
Dear Church Family, 
 Thank you for your many prayers, cards, visit, gifts, and 
poinsettia plant.  Your love and care has touched our hearts 
and we are very grateful for you! 
 God bless you all. 
      Jeanne and John Couleur 
 
Dear Peter, 
 With this note, Heidi and I wish to thank you for your 
kind note.  We thank you for your prayers and those of the 
congregation who have been so generous.  Heidi is thankfully 
doing great!  Body, mind, and spirit are all solid and she is 
looking forward (post covid) to reengaging with family and 
friends.  They will be yet another example of God’s genuine 
love.  We love and miss you and our friends at WCC. 
     Love, Brad & Heidi too & the girls 
 
Dear Winnetka Covenant Church Family, 
 Many thanks for your love and support during my recent 
injury and surgery.  For the calls, cards, texts, visits, flowers, 
gifts, food, offers of food, not to mention your prayers, I am 
truly blessed.  Even though we have been apart these many 
months, we remain together in spirit and it felt good to 
connect with so many of you.  I am on the mend thanks to my 
sister and brother-in-law.  To Darlene for a lot of good care, 
good meals, and much chauffeuring and to Mike for 
“loaning” me his favorite chair in front of the TV. 
      Gratefully, Denise Johnson 
 
 A heartfelt thank you for the generous departure gift!  It 
has been an honor and privilege to serve the church as the 
financial coordinator for the last 22 years.  Retired, now 
what?  Tom and I have bought a house in Pinehurst, NC and 
sold our Wilmette home.  I will move down there permanently 
in mid-February.  Tom is not retiring for a few years, has 
rented a place in Winnetka, and will split his time between the 
two locations.  Mirela Hukic will do a great job and I know 
you will like her as much as I do! 
         Nancy Sharp 
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Winnetka Covenant Church Network  
1200 Hibbard Road          
Wilmette, Illinois, 60091  
847-446-4300  
www.winnetkacovenant.org  

Our Mission 
To be a Christian community and to proclaim the gospel,  

worshiping together in love, nurturing people in faith,  
serving others as Christian disciples,  

and building a world of justice and hope in the name of Christ. 

Guidelines for Loving Relationships 
We hold grace as our highest value. 

We practice honest, open, direct communication.  
We speak the truth in love and listen in love. 

We believe the best about each other, 
valuing others above ourselves, as Christ does. 

We allow room for mistakes,  
acknowledging that mistakes are part of the growth process. 

We Welcome You to Winnetka Covenant Church 
We are a community of diverse history, ethnicity, viewpoints, 

gender identity and sexual orientation, status, ability, and 
challenges.  We invite you to join us wherever you are on your 

spiritual journey and to participate with us in the life of the church. 
 

 

 
Mission News & Opportunities 
 
After the Christmas season of giving, The Friendship Center traditionally sees a sharp decrease in donations. Therefore, they 
especially requested that the WCC family provide extra support this month. Please drop off donations to the church office or to 
Debbie O’Donovan. 
 
 
Easier yet, order on-line at Amazon Smile (designating WCC as beneficiary) and have items sent directly to Debbie! 
 
Top Requests: 
   Canned Tuna Fish 
   Cooking Oil (quart size or smaller) 
   Peanut Butter 
   Black Beans 
   White Rice 
   Bars of Soap 
   Shopping Bags (especially Paper) 
   Diapers (size 3-6) 
   Any non-perishable food items 
 

Your generosity is always greatly appreciated 

 
 


