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It’s called a theophany, an appearance of God story.  One of the most difficult 
things for me about them is that they tend to come off like slick, smooth, expected 
transactions.  No big deal.  And, of course, nothing could be farther from the truth!  
I think the best way we can begin to understand this is to experience the 
appearance from the perspective of the one who is surprised by God. 
 
Take Mary, for instance.  She is filled with fear, more than anything!  Betrothed, 
engaged, with her life’s dreams seeming to be lined up, the angel Gabriel comes 
and speaks to her, and she is perplexed.   Mary is afraid.  She finds out she has 
favor with God (check in the good column!), and that she will conceive and bear a 
son (check in the bad column, the impossible column for a virgin).  Just think 
about the questions racing through Mary’s head … “how am I going to tell 
Joseph? And what about the law (a pregnancy like this was a death sentence) … 
and what about all our plans for the wedding, and the reception, and the little 
house with the stone fence, and my life together with Joseph?”  It seemed that her 
dreams would go unfulfilled … Mary was afraid, and with good reason, and 
Gabriel knew it … he said, “Do not be afraid, Mary …”  The reason he said was 
that this was a God thing.  But Mary is afraid, and she is also confused.  She 
wonders, “how this can be since I am a virgin?” 
 
The response is that nothing will be impossible for God.  In other words, she is 
being asked to trust that God is going to do some impossible thing.  She knows 
that no one will believe the impossible.  Imminent for Mary, should all this really 
take place, is first the loss of her marriage, and then the loss of her life, a stoning at 
the edge of town.  Taking some time to reflect on these things, it might cause us to 
miss a breath to hear Mary say, as she holds onto all these real fears, “Here am I, 
the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.”  That is a word 
of faith, of trust, of yielding, that is not devoid of all the fear Mary still faces. 
 
This is not a response that is spoken by Mary like a child would read it in a 
Christmas play, the kind that is expected, that you know is coming, and that is 
cute.  No, this has to be, must be terrifying for Mary, terrifying.  Mary runs off 
with haste to her aunt Elizabeth’s house (I wonder what kind of haste that was?) … 
and her life is changed forever.  She will give birth to the Son of God, she will 
witness his crucifixion, and bear witness on the first Easter to the God of the 
impossible.  It’s ok to be afraid.  It’s a human essential, I think, especially when 
God shows up with a word.  And we need not let go of all that we don’t 
understand, or that causes us fear, to say yes to God. 
 
             Peter Hawkinson 
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Adult Sunday School: Resuming in January 
Sunday mornings, 9:30 a.m. in the Upper Room  

 
There will be no adult Sunday School this month. 

The coffee pot will be on in the kitchen each Sunday for some informal fellowship. 
 

Please join us in the Upper Room on December 19th for a special intergenerational class time. 
 

We will resume regular classes in January with a special series:  Myers-Briggs and Spirituality,  
led by Judi Geake and Pastor Jen 

 
 

 

Christian Formation at Winnetka Covenant 
Sunday School for all ages, from 9:30 – 10:20 a.m.  

For the children - 
 
 

Month of December – 
December 5th and 12th – join Pastor Jen in the SHIP 
for a special kids' Sunday School! We will start with 
a VeggieTales movie called "The Best Christmas 
Gift." After the movie, we’ll head to the art room 
across the hall where REFUEL kids can work on 
their nativity buildings and we'll have another craft 
for everyone else to do. (Adults are welcome to 
come and enjoy the movie too!) 
 
On December 19th we will all (adults and children) 
gather in the Upper Room for a special 
intergenerational class time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adult Small Group:  Resuming January 2022 
Wednesday evenings, 7 p.m. 

 
Due to other exciting holiday events, our small group will not meet in the month of December.  We look forward to welcoming 
you back in January with new topics for discussion!  Please continue to come on Wednesday nights for dinner and check out 
the following events this month: 
 

• December 1st – Advent and Christmas hymn sing in the sanctuary at 7:00 p.m. 
• December 8th – Blue Christmas worship service in the sanctuary at 6:30 p.m. 
• December 15th – no Refuel dinner tonight;  WCC goes Caroling at Covenant Living! 

 
Details for each of these events on page 3. 
 

Wednesday Night Dinner Cooks and Shoppers Needed 
 

After the first of the year the Wednesday night REFUEL program will look more like it has in the past, with congregation 
members doing the cooking each week.  In that light, we will need volunteers to cook and shop for the food. If you are 
interested in helping out with this, please contact the church office and we will send the schedule for you to look at and see 
where you can sign up.  Contact Kitti Steiner with questions. 



 3 

 

December Special Events 
December always brings a break in some of our regular routines and some special one-time events.   

Plan to join us as you are able. 
 

Wednesday, December 1, 7:00 p.m. – Advent and Christmas Hymn Sing with Royce Eckhardt 
Join us this evening in the sanctuary for a time of laughter, fellowship, and singing some of our favorite Advent and Christmas 

songs together.  Come with your requests! 
 

Saturday, December 4, 8:30 a.m. – Men’s Fellowship 
Men’s Fellowship will meet for breakfast at the Ridgeview Grill in Wilmette. 

 
Saturday, December 4, 10:00 a.m. – Lucia Celebration 

Join us in the sanctuary for the annual Lucia program.  This year we combine the traditional Lucia with our children’s Sunday 
School Christmas program.  With no breakfast before the program, there are no reservations required and no cost to attend.  The 
program will be followed by a boutique, featuring Swedish deli and baked goods, Swedish gift items, as well as other vendors. 

 
Wednesday, December 8, 6:30 p.m. – Blue Christmas Service 

It has become a cherished WCC tradition to hold space for those experiencing grief or difficulty during the holidays.  Join us 
this night as we acknowledge the pain of this season, through a contemplative worship service that includes prayer, music, a 

brief reflection from one of our pastors, and a candle-lighting liturgy. 
 

Wednesday, December 15 – Christmas Caroling at Covenant Living of Northbrook 
No REFUEL dinner tonight, as we gather at Covenant Living of Northbrook to carol for the residents. 

 
Friday, December 24, 4:00 and 10:30 p.m. Christmas Eve Services 

Join us for the early, more children-friendly service or the later, more contemplative service. 

 
Youth News 
 

December Schedule for Youth Groups:  
December 5th, 12th, & 19th  - 4:30-6:00 p.m., Junior High (6th – 8th grades); 6:30-8:00 p.m., Senior High (9th – 12th grades) 
 

Come see your friends and invite new ones to join us for games, snacks, small groups and lessons every Sunday night here at 
church.  
 
Looking ahead, the Junior High will participate in a winter camp at Covenant Harbor, January 7-9 and the Senior High will 
travel to Covenant Point for the One Life retreat, January 14-17. 
 
The Youth Groups invite you to support their annual Christmas Card mailbox.  Bring your fully addressed Christmas cards 
to church for the young people to sort and distribute.  Then be sure to check the table each week for cards that are being sent to 
you.  Please donate the amount you would have spent on postage to the Youth Groups.  The mailbox will be available 
throughout the month of December. 
 
 
 
 
 

New Small Group Offering: 
Navigating Grief Together 

Whether you are mourning a loved one, grieving the ongoing pandemic, entering a new and challenging season of life, or living 
through another experience of grief, this group is for you. 
 
We will gather monthly on Sundays after worship for a simple lunch and time of conversation and support.  Marlyce Peterson 
will lead our group.  Please contact her or Judi Geake if you are interested or have questions. 
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Women’s Ministries 
Next Chapter	 December Christmas High Tea 
will be at the home of Judi Geake. It will be a drop-in 
… stay as little or as long as you’d like. Enjoy Judi’s 
Christmas Village and visit with friends to share the 
spirit of the season. Call or email Judi for directions.  
1-4pm. Thursday, December 9th.  
 
 

Women’s Bible Study  
Tuesdays, 10 a.m.  in the Upper Room  
Join us as we conclude our study of the book of Joshua 
together.  Come at 9:45 for coffee and fellowship; our 
study begins at 10.  All women of the church are welcome 
for this time of study and fellowship together.  Contact 
Pastor Jen with any questions. 
 

• December 7th – Joshua 22:1-34 
• December 14th – Joshua 23:1 – 24:33; summary 

and conclusion 
• December 21st – no class 
• December 28th – no class 

 
 

 
 
 

Lucia Celebration – December 4th, 10:00 a.m. 
We are happy to announce that, after a year’s absence, we will resume our Lucia celebration again this year, minus the 
breakfast.  On December 4th, at 10:00 a.m. the program will be in the sanctuary, followed by a small boutique, including 
bakery, deli, Swedish gifts, and vendors.  Another change for this year is that the Lucia will be combined with the children’s 
Sunday School Christmas program so our children will be learning the Swedish songs traditionally sung at Lucia.  This event 
will be free, with no advance reservations needed. 
 
We won’t be needing spritz and pepparkakor for a breakfast this year but we would still like some to sell in the bakery section 
of the boutique.  If you would like to bake cookies for the sale, there are clean cookie tins and the pepparkakor and spritz 
recipes available in the kitchen throughout November.  We would need the cookies at church by December 2nd.  Of course we 
also welcome any other cookies or baked goods you would like to make and contribute.  If you would like to volunteer to help 
in either the bakery or deli, either setting up on Friday, December 3rd or on the morning of the sale please contact Jane or Jen 
about that also. 
 
We look forward to a fun morning. 
 

Men’s Fellowship - 
All men of the church are invited and encouraged to be a part of men’s fellowship, which meets at 8:30 the first three Saturday 
mornings of each month.  We are now meeting at church in the prayer room.  Contact:  Kurt Kovacic. 
 

Memoir Writing Group  
Special December gathering for Women AND Men  will meet at the home of Judi Geake.  
Tuesday, December 14th at 1:00pm.  
This month’s  Prompt: A Christmas Memory, Food or Tradition that you would NEVER be without… or A Christmas 
Memory, Food or Tradition you no longer enjoy but miss from days past.  Even if you have not attended recently, we’d love to 
have you join us. As always, you may write whatever you want. Contact Judi Geake for directions and e-mail reminders.  
 
 
 

 

Reading Together on Zoom.   
Want to study the scripture together with other friends?   
Then join us Thursday evenings at 6:30 on Zoom as we read  
and discuss the biblical texts for the upcoming Sunday.   
Welcome!  Link:   https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81675547596 
 
 

Winter Camp is back!! 
We are excited to be able to offer this fun opportunity 

again after taking a year off last winter.  
Pastor Peter will be the camp speaker. 

Open to families, couples, singles –  
all of the Winnetka Covenant Church family. 

 
Registration is now open until January 6, 2022. 

 
Contact Linnea Johnson with questions. 

 
Details and online registration link  at 

www.cpbc.com/wccwintercamp. 
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Address Changes   
   

Mailbox        
      Dear Friends at WCC, 
 Thank you for your support as I have traveled a difficult 
journey with Marilyn’s passing.  All of the cards, phone calls, 
lunch dates, pats on the back, and words of encouragement 
have been meaningful to me and my family. 
 The visits by our pastors and friends as Marilyn was in 
the hospital and at Brandel were the moments that helped 
Marilyn as much as the medicine. 
 The support at the memorial service and lunch was 
overwhelming.  Thank you. 
         Bob & Family 
 
 Our family is grateful for the prayers, cards, meals, 
visits, and offers for help during this difficult time.  It is 
comforting to be surrounded by your prayers as we navigate 
these difficult days without Bill. 
       Sue, Sean, Sabina, Chris, Robbie, Hannah, and Will Kelly 
 
Dear Winnetka Covenant Church and Rev. Peter Hawkinson, 
 Thank you so much for your donations in 2021!  Your 
generous gifts have allowed the Friendship Center to expand 
its home delivery program and gros its hot meal service to 
double where it was a year ago!  You’ve helped nourish our 
food-insecure neighbors in an uncertain time, and we 
appreciate your partnership.   
 We are excited for the upcoming year and the great 
things to come! 
      Sincerely, The Friendship Center Board 
 
 I can’t thank you enough for the many condolences and 
the many prayers but please keep those coming. 
 Andy Beshear (Kentucky governor) also gave me his 
condolences and so did the Kentucky State Police and the 
paramedics that were here at the house.  It’s been hard lately 
and now, I’m still trying to get over the grief. 
         Josh Shifris 
 

Library Corner 
Winter is a good time to rediscover the Library!  The long 
cold days of the season are upon us.  We have books on 
current topics highlighted on the first two shelves, but feel free 
to browse the library for non-fiction, fiction, devotional 
reading and reference materials. This is the perfect season for 
curling up with a good book! 
 
Many individuals and families are taking advantage of the 
puzzles in the library. They don’t need to be checked 
out…just bring them back so others can enjoy them! When 
you return them please leave them on Judi’s desk so she can 
seal them with rubber bands for the next person or family.  We 
also accept donations…particularly in the 300 piece category, 
or 100-200 piece appropriate for children.  Please leave them 
on the desk as well.  Stop in on Sunday morning or during the 
week and select one to do over the holidays. Questions? 
Suggestions? Email Judi Geake. 
  
 
      
 
 

A new directory was just printed but already there are 
address changes.  If you haven’t picked one up yet, they are 
available in the narthex.  If you would like one mailed to 
you, please let the office know. 
 

 

 
 

Camp News 
Lots of news and updates from both of our conference 
camps, Covenant Harbor and Covenant Point. 

• Christmas camp is scheduled at Covenant Point for 
December 27 – January 1.  This retreat is a week 
spent continuing the Christmas celebration in 
community with a backdrop of the serene beauty of 
the Upper Peninsula winter.  Registration is open. 

• Registration for summer camp is open at both camps. 
• Both camps offer scholarships and financial aid.  No 

child should miss camp due to finances! 
• More information on the camp websites: 

o www.covenantharbor.org  
o www.cpbc.com 

 
 

Amazon Smile 
At this time of year (and all year long) when so many of us 
are shopping online, a reminder that if you order through 
Amazon Smile and designate WCC as the beneficiary, the 
church receives a percentage of your order.  Such an easy 
way to benefit the church!! 
 
 
Lucia at North Park University 
Saturday, December 4, 4:00 p.m., Isaacson Chapel 
Here’s your chance to attend two Lucia Celebrations in one 
day!  Join the North Park University community for a sing-
along program of favorite Covenant Christmas carols, and a 
candlelight St. Lucia procession of North Park students and 
the children of alumni and staff.  The carol singing will be 
led by Rev. David Bjorlin, with accompaniment by organist, 
Brian Ward.  Holiday refreshments to follow.  Valkommen! 

 
    



 

 

  

Winnetka Covenant Church Network  
1200 Hibbard Road          
Wilmette, Illinois, 60091  
847-446-4300  
www.winnetkacovenant.org  

Our Mission 
To be a Christian community and to proclaim the gospel, 

worshiping together in love, nurturing people in faith, 
serving others as Christian disciples,  

and building a world of justice and hope in the name of Christ. 

Guidelines for Loving Relationships 
We hold grace as our highest value.                 

We practice honest, open, direct communication.  
We speak the truth in love and listen in love.    

We believe the best about each other,  
valuing others above ourselves, as Christ does.           

We allow room for mistakes,  
acknowledging that mistakes are part of the growth process. 

We Welcome You to Winnetka Covenant Church 
We are a community of diverse history, ethnicity, viewpoints, 

gender identity and sexual orientation, status, ability, and 
challenges.  We invite you to join us wherever you are on your 

spiritual journey and to participate with us in the life of the church. 
 

 

Mission News & Opportunities 
 

Please consider a special Christmas donation to The Friendship Center.  The community’s top needs are: 
 

• Diapers (sizes 1-3) 
• Baby Wipes 
• Feminine Hygiene Products (smaller packages, i.e. 20 count) 
• Canned Tuna or Salmon 
• Paper Shopping Bags with handles 
• Bread 

 
Please drop off donations to the church office or to Debbie O’Donovan.  Also, you can order on-line at Amazon Smile 
(designate WCC as beneficiary) and have the items sent directly to Debbie.  
 
Thank you and I hope you have a blessed Christmas.              
                     Debbie O’Donovan 
 
 
Are you downsizing?  Know someone who is moving?  
The Chicago Furniture Bank and their partner organization, The Honest Junk Co. are nonprofit organizations that exist to 
furnish apartments for people coming out of homelessness.  They have partnered with us and many other churches over the past 
few years to pick up the unsold items from our rummage sale for this mission. Because of the pandemic there haven’t been 
many rummage sales this past year and their inventory has suffered as a result.  If you or anyone you know has furniture or 
household items looking for a new home, please keep these organizations in mind.  Check out their web site for more 
information.  www.chicagofurniturebank.org 


