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Mark your calendars! 

December 7 

Lucia Festival 
 

December 15 

Children’s Program 

Prairie Brass Band 
 

December 15 
Choir Concert 

 

December 22 
Friendly Towers 

Party 
 

December 24 
Christmas Eve 

To Be Made Well 
 
It's ironic - I understand it - but in a season that's supposed to be centered on 
thankfulness, harvest, and counting our blessings, I noticed recently that I was 
getting more and more irritable. Annoyed that the sun kept setting sooner, and the 
weather kept getting colder. Bothered by the ice that had already started appearing 
on the sidewalks near my apartment building, causing me to walk very gingerly 
when taking my dog out for a stroll, or slip and slide all over the place. Frustrated 
that everywhere was decorated for Christmas when I have a thing about listening to 
holiday tunes before Black Friday.  
	  
I was moving a mile a minute, coming up with long lists of things to resent, when I 
stopped for just a second. It was at the end of one of those days where I ran from 
thing to thing, and poor Zoe had been kept in her crate for much of the day. In an 
attempt to make it up to her, I took her out for a nighttime walk, something we rarely 
do, since I’m more often found sprawled out on the couch after dinner. But this time, 
we went outside, and in my ever-vigilant watching for skunks, I had to be fully 
present, not checking my phone or listening to a podcast. And instead of taking in 
more information, continuing the deluge of the day, I stopped. Looked around. Took 
a deep breath. 
	  
And began to notice.  
 
To notice that, thanks to the bakeries on our street, the air smells a lot like cinnamon 
and sugar at odd times of the day – like 9:00 at night.  
 
That, rather than sit at home night after night feeling lonely and disconnected, I have 
a wonderful community of church and friends who keep my schedule full.  
 
That, despite a long day, I still had the energy to run with Zoe, and legs that carried 
me steadily.	  	  
	  
Suddenly, instead of feeling strung out and done in, I felt thankful. And it was then 
that I remembered a story from Luke’s gospel, where Jesus heals ten lepers. All of 
them notice that suddenly the skin disease (which has kept them ostracized from 
their community) is gone, but only one comes back to thank Jesus – and he is the one 
who is told “your faith has made you well.”  
	  
Sometimes, I wonder if gratitude isn’t the thing that makes us well – even those of us 
who don’t need to be healed from a physical ailment. If maybe it isn’t about 
changing our circumstances, even in times when we’d really like to, but about 
looking around and finding something to praise God for anyway.  
 
Give it a try. My guess is you’ll be surprised at what – and how much – you find.  
 
             Jen Christianson 
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Adult Sunday School 2019-20:  “As the Good Book Says” 
 

“Your word is a lamp to my feet, and a light to my path.” Psalm 119:105 
 
As Covenanters, we affirm that the Bible is “the Word of God, the only perfect rule for faith, doctrine, and conduct.”  Our 
ancestors in the faith were known for asking, “Where is it written?” whenever they were faced with a question of scriptural 
interpretation.  Yet, while we love and respect scripture, there is much in it that we struggle with and don’t understand.  How 
do we read the Bible?  How do we interpret some of its most difficult and challenging passages?  What role does it play in our 
lives? 
 

We will take a break from our study in December to enjoy the Advent season together.  Join us on December 1st and 8th for The 
Story of Advent.  Following a practice we began last year, we’ll watch a short video clip and have an abbreviated discussion 
together, and spend the rest of the hour enjoying table fellowship and yummy holiday treats. 

• December 1st – The Story of Advent 
• December 8th – The Story of Advent 
• December 15th – No class; we invite you to the Sanctuary at 9:30 a.m. to enjoy the Children’s Christmas Program 
• December 22nd and 29th – No class for the holidays  

 

Wednesday Evenings 7 pm:  Adult Small Group Study 
 

Has your faith and relationship to God evolved over time?  Do you sometimes feel like you have more questions than certainty?  
Do you struggle to know where doubt fits into the life of faith? 
 
Join Pastor Jen on Wednesday evenings for an open conversation based on Rachel Held Evans’s book Faith Unraveled 
(previously published as Evolving in Monkey Town).  Our study will conclude on December 4th as we discuss the final chapter 
and wrap up our reflections. 

Christian Formation at Winnetka Covenant 

Sunday School for all ages, from 9:30 – 10:30 a.m.  
Infant & toddler nursery care is provided in the nursery, room 103 (first floor) 

2 & 3-year-olds are in the preschool room, 101 (first floor) 
4-year-olds and kindergarten are in room 104 (first floor, next to the elevator) 

Rotation Sunday School for grades 1-5, in various locations (see details below) 
Junior High Sunday School in the youth room (second floor) 

Senior High Sunday School in the youth pastor’s office (first floor) 
Adult Sunday School in the Upper Room and Library (details below) 

 

Children’s Sunday School 
Curriculum for 2019-2020 – Justice Journey for Kids 
 
With the belief that children are fully a part of the body of Christ, and in the 
hope that the next generation will celebrate the diversity of God's Kingdom 
and be empowered by the Spirit and the love of Christ to overcome the 
injustice inherent in a broken world. The ECC's Make and Deepen Disciples 
and Love Mercy Do Justice partnered to develop this resource. 
 

DECEMBER 
 
We take a break from our regular Sunday 
School schedule as the children spend the 
first part of each session with Dimitri, 
rehearsing for the children’s program, 
then stay together for a special lesson 
during the second half. 
 

Bring the whole family and join us for Intergenerational 
SundaySchool on November 3rd! 
 

Join us for the Children’s Christmas Program 
Sunday, December 15, 9:30 a.m. 
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Happy Holidays from the Wor-SHIP and 
Wednesday Night REFUEL 

Ahoy!  It is alarming to believe that it is December! Things are “sailing “by way to quickly! 

We have had some wonderful experiences together in the Wor-SHIP this year.  One of the most important and exciting things is 
that we are honored to welcome some  new “first mates” to our crew from the New Vision Covenant Church.  What a delight it 
has been to watch all the children get to know one another.  I had a 5-year-old tell me that she “Has a best friend and loves her!” 
...how darling- especially since it was our second Sunday together! The new bodies have given us some extra wind in our sails! 

We continue to follow the Sunday morning Lectionary schedule. So we are talking about the same text as you! It is my hope 
that on your way home in the car you will be able to have a conversation about the day’s message with your child!  Linda 
Johnson does an amazing job of finding age-appropriate songs that mirror the message of the day. She prepares activities using 
guitars, xylophones, hand chimes, recorders, and the auto harp each week.  Ask the children which instrument is their favorite! 

Take a look in the Children’s Garden of Read’en to see books that the children participated in creating.  They are not to be 
checked out though!   

BTW – please remind your children that they need to enjoy their food and drink BEFORE entering the library.  Also, it is really 
kind if the books are returned to the shelves when finished reading!   

Thank you for BEE-ing so helpful! 

Wednesday Night REFUEL has a few new additions to its schedule. The children, when finished eating, are now dismissed to 
join me in the SHIP at 6:00.  We spend the first 10 minutes going over what the evening’s lesson will be and deciding on who 
would like to participate in the reading and /or other parts of the 6:30 worship.  At 6:10 half of the children go to children’s 
choir with Mr. Dimitri and the other half remain to practice the hand chimes with Ms. Linda. 

We switch each week and look forward to seeing the results of all this practice on Sunday, December 15th at 9:30 a.m. for this 
year’s Christmas Program! 

Wednesday Night REFUEL upcoming events : 

December 4      Bee Active – make blankets for Babies at the Cradle. 

December 11    Bee Active – make Christmas cards for residents of Brandel  Sr. Heath Care 

December 18    Bee Active – All Family Christmas Caroling at Brandel & Axelson Heath Care 

December 25    Bee Active – No Activities at Church, but please celebrate the birth of Jesus at home! 

January 1          Bee Active -  No Activities at Church  but please, celebrate the New Year! 

I thank God for your children and for the time we get to spend together. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
                    Melissa Nelson 
                    Aka Ms. Mel 

Contemplative Christmas Service 
Wednesday, December 11, 6:30 

 
Are you feeling burned out on the holiday rush? 

Struggling to navigate grief, loss, or other challenges during the holiday season? 
Seeking comfort and connection? 

Join us for our contemplative Christmas service, a reflective time of worship featuring music, prayer, and scripture readings. 
Contact Pastor Jen with any questions. 
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Trustee Notes 
 
This month’s trustee note comes from Tom Sharp, our treasurer, substituting for our trustee chair, Julie Bromley.  
 
The month of October brought in $82k, versus the same amount last year.  For the year to date amounts, WCC received $808k, 
versus $758k last year.  We spent $74k in October, in line with our budget, and versus $80k last year.  For the whole year to 
date through October, we have spent $857k versus $847k last year.  As you can see below, WCC has materially reduced its 
operating loss from a year ago, but it is still a loss.  We expect to spend $180k in the last 2 months, and to reduce the loss to $0, 
we would need the $180k plus $50k loss, or $230k, between now and the end of the year.  I, as your treasurer, am thankful for 
your willingness to step up your support of our great body of Christ!  The trustees will be sending out budget requests to board 
chairs very soon, and we will be preparing a budget for our church, which we will communicate various ways:  printed, on our 
website, and we will have opportunities to hear our estimates, our reasons, and overall budget assumptions.  We will welcome 
questions and concerns before bringing the budget to the congregation for approval. 

Mission Opportunities 

A JUST HARVEST – December 5th and 19th, at 1:00 p.m., cooking in our kitchen.   
New participants are always welcome to join the cooking crew.  On the 19th we are asked to send a crew to the Kitchen to 
serve the food.  Leave from church at about 4:30 and return about 7:00.  Contact Linnea Johnson to volunteer.  

 
GREATER CHICAGO FOOD DEPOSITORY – December 21st from 8:30-11:15 a.m.   

Please help with this meaningful and rewarding ministry of repacking donated food. Everyone 14 and older is welcome.  
Contacts: Rachel Rescorl or Debbie O'Donovan.  Next month's date is January 18th. 

 
FRIENDLY TOWERS CHRISTMAS PARTY – December 22nd, 4:30 p.m.   

Again we will be hosting our annual Christmas Party for senior residents at Friendly Towers, 920 W. Wilson, in the 
Uptown neighborhood in Chicago.  Our sharing tree will be in the narthex.  For many of these seniors, this is the only 
Christmas gift they receive.  Join with another family, your Sunday School class, or small group to buy one of the more 
expensive gifts, if you would like. 
 
Choose a gift request.  As you remove the tag from the tree, it is most important that you SIGN YOUR NAME ON THE 
LOWER HALF OF THE TAG, DETACH IT, AND PASTE IT ON ONE OF THE LISTS ON THE TABLE near the tree.  
We ask that you do this because we carefully check that we have a gift for each resident.  If we do not have all of the gifts, 
we must purchase those that are missing. 
 
Please make a new tag for your gift.  If you are bringing a gift card, please put it in a gift bag or a box.  Just a small 
envelope can easily be lost.  All gifts should be wrapped and returned to the tree by Sunday, December 15th.  If you intend 
to bring your gift directly to the party, please notify Gladys Johnson.  
 
You are invited to join us at the party on Sunday, December 22, at 4:30 p.m.  We are grateful for your generosity.  For our 
friends, this is the highlight of their year. 
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Library Corner 

As we continue to work on updating our church library, the Library Committee is looking for books you may have on your shelf 
that you no longer want, are in good condition, and fall into one of the following three categories: 

§ Current books:  for example, books reviewed by The Covenant Companion, Christianity Today, or The Christian Century 
within the past five years. 

§ Classic books:  examples of authors in this category might be Frederick Buechner, C.S. Lewis, Henri Nouwen, Richard 
Rohr, Rachel Held Evans, Joan Chittester, Anne Lamotte, Brennan Manning, Robert Capon, Marva Dawn, Phyllis Tickle, 
Ronald Rolheiser, Thomas Merton, Thomas Keating, Walter Wangerin, or Rabbi Harold Kushner. 

§ Recent fiction appropriate for a church library:  examples might include Madeleine L’Engle, Annie Dillard, Barbara 
Kingsolver, F. Dostoevsky, Irving Stone. 

You may place your books in the basket just inside the library door.  Books that we cannot use will be donated to other 
libraries or recycled through Half-Price books.  Of course, monetary gifts toward new books we’d like to purchase for our 
collection are always welcome. 

 

Memoir Writing Group for Women AND Men  
(the number of men DOUBLED in the past two months!) 
Our next meeting will be Tuesday, December 9th at 1:00 p.m. in the library.  Topic prompt: ANYTHING December-related 
… from Lucia to New Year’s Eve.  This is probably the month that has the most family memories (good and bad) associated 
with it.  Naturally, you are always welcome to write about anything you want! Why not give the group a try this month when 
there will be Christmas treats on the table? Visit for the first time without writing. Just listen to our stories! We think you’ll 
want to contribute yours the following month.  Questions? Contact Judi Geake. 

Men’s Fellowship  
 
All men of the church are encouraged to be a part of 
men’s fellowship, which meets the first three 
Saturday mornings of each month at 8:30 a.m.  The 
men of the group take turns leading the discussion 
on a topic of each leader’s choosing. 
 
************************ 
 

 

Love Mercy Do Justice 
Please join us for a movie & discussion or a discussion group. 
 
LMDJ Movie afternoons 
• January 11: Just Mercy – in the theater with Kingdom Covenant 

Church.  Time and location TBD 
• March 12-15: Learning to Love our Muslim Neighbors with 

Covenant Missionary Andy Larsen.  We will watch his 
documentary, Make Hummus Not Walls.  Time TBD 

• April 18: Banished at 2 pm in the Youth Room. A 2006 
documentary film about four U.S. cities which were part of many 
communities that violently forced African American families to 
flee in post-Reconstruction America. 

 
Please join us as we worship at Kingdom Covenant, our sister 
church, at 11800 Indiana Ave in Chicago.  We go the second Sunday 
of every month.  The next Sunday will be December 8th.  Watch the 
bulletin for updates. 

Facebook Page 

We could use everybody’s help in keeping our church 
Facebook page current and updated.  Do you take 
pictures at church events?  If so, we would appreciate if 
you forwarded some to Judy Isaacson to be uploaded 
onto the facebook page.  Lots of special things happen 
here at Winnetka Covenant Church – we need to let the 
community know about them. 

************************* 

L.E.A.D. (Lay Leader Equipping and Developing) 
What:  A practical, participatory, scripture-based workshop especially designed for church lay leaders. 
When:  Saturday, January 11th, 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
Where:  Winnetka Covenant Church 
Cost:  $10 per person (includes lunch and materials) 
Please register by 1/6/20 at https://www.centralconf.org/lead-workshops/ or call the Central Conference Office at 773-267-3060 
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Women’s Ministries 
 
Following are ongoing groups and opportunities for women of the church.  They all welcome new participants at any time. 

FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE.  We meet at 11:30 a.m. on the 
second Thursday of the month at the Bistro at Covenant Living 
of Northbrook and stay for a time of fellowship.  Although we 
meet at Covenant Living, all senior women are encouraged to 
join us.  You need not be a resident there.  In December the date 
is the 12th.  Contact Gladys Johnson. 
  
STITCH AND STUDY, combining prayer, conversation and 
craft/needlework projects, meets on the third Tuesday of each 
month at 7 p.m. at the home of Marilynn Nelson. New 
participants are always welcome to come with or without a 
project.  In December we meet on the 17th. 
 
TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY – This group is on a 
break until the new year.  Join us on January 7, 2020, to begin a 
new study of Paul’s letters of I and II Thessalonians and Titus.  
Christmas Blessings! 
 
2020 WOMENS RETREAT – the 2020 Women’s Retreat is 
scheduled for the weekend of February 7-9 at Covenant Harbor.  
Judi Geake will be our speaker and the theme will be “Finding 
Yourself in God’s Story & Sharing Your Story with Others.”  
Check with Joan Wallgren on registration availability.  The 
retreat is always a good way to make new connections with the 
women of the church in an informal setting. 

 
 
 

NEXT CHAPTER NEWS.   
December:  Christmas Tea at the Deerpath Inn in 
Lake Forest, Thursday, December 12 at 2:45 p.m.  Cost 
is $45 plus tax and tip. While we are currently full, you 
may ask to have your name added to the waiting list in 
case of last minute cancellations. Contact Judi Geake 
 

Afternoon at the movies:  We had such a great time 
enjoying the cozy couches of the Youth Room in 
November that we will have at least one MOVIE 
afternoon in December.  Watch your e-mail!  If you 
are not on the list, please know Next Chapter welcomes 
any woman who has the time and desire to make new 
friends or is entering a new chapter of life.  Email Judi 
Geake to receive Next Chapter News. 
 

Are you in town and looking for something to do 
between Christmas and New Year’s?  Bring leftover 
wrapping paper and individually wrapped Christmas 
Candy (or Christmas Candy you find on sale after the 
25th) and help fill paper tubes to be used as Epiphany Tray 
Favors at the Soup Kitchen.  Date and location will 
depend on weather conditions. 
 
LUCIA FESTIVAL- Saturday, December 7.  
Breakfast at 9a.m. followed by program and boutique.  
You need reservations to attend the breakfast.  Check 
with Kathy Messina on availability.  All are welcome 
to the program, beginning at about 10:30, with no 
reservations needed.  Following the program there will 
be boutique in the narthex, featuring vendors connected 
with the church, Swedish deli items and baked goods. 
 

Youth News 
 
December 1st: High League Progressive Dinner from 4:30-8:30 p.m. 
Our High Leaguers will go from house to house eating various courses of a delicious meal!  Bring a silly present for our White 
Elephant Gift Exchange & be ready for a great time.   Meet at church & be picked up at church; there will be transportation 
provided by our leaders.  
 
December 15th: Confirmation Christmas Party from 4:30-6:45 p.m. 
We will wrap up a great semester together with a great Christmas party!  Bring a silly present for our White Elephant Gift 
Exchange & stay through until 6:45PM for a time of Christmas Carols with our Sr. Highers and all youth group families. 
 
December 15th: High League Alumni Christmas Party from 6:15-8:30 p.m. 
With college students coming home for Winter Break, we want former High Leaguers to join us for a night of food, festivities, 
games & fun!  Come to the Upper Room at 6:15 for Christmas Carols with our Jr. Highers and all youth group families. 
 
Christmas Card Post Office 
Beginning on December 1st, the youth of the church will operate their annual Christmas Card Post Office.  For the Christmas 
cards that you would be sending to fellow church members, you may bring your fully addressed cards to the narthex and the 
youth group members will sort them for distribution at the close of each worship service during the month of December.  You 
may then contribute the money you would have spent on postage to youth ministries.  If you like, you can also bring a card to be 
displayed for the entire church to see. 



 

 

  

 

A community trip to Israel and Palestine will take place October 13–22, 2020.  Join Pastor 
Hawkinson for this holy time of pilgrimage and learning together.  Brochures are available, and information can be found 
on the church website.  Details about this exciting opportunity will be unfolding.  Please be in touch with Pastor Hawkinson 
with further questions or to register your interest.  Welcome! 
 

Family News        

CSO Concert Opportunity 
 

We were asked by the Chicago Symphony Orchestra if they 
could use our parking lot as a gathering spot for concert 
attenders who take a bus downtown for Friday afternoon 
concerts.  In return for this the church is being given two 
tickets for each of those concerts.  We will make these 
tickets available to any of our members who would like 
attend a concert, on a first-come, first-served basis.  The 
dates of the concerts for the remainder of the year are: 
     December 6th, 13th, 20th  
These are all Friday afternoon concerts and the tickets are 
free – however, if someone would like to also take the bus 
the cost for that would be $30 per person. 
 

If you are interested in a pair of tickets, please call the 
church office.  There will be additional dates in 2020. 

Winnetka Covenant Choir Concert 
Saturday, December 21 – 7:30 p.m. 
 

Join us December 21st at 7:30 p.m. in the sanctuary for a 
performance of the Christmas portion of Handel’s Messiah. We 
are excited to partner with choir members of New Vision 
Covenant Church and to feature guest soloists, instrumentalists, 
and a sing-along Hallelujah chorus. Rehearsals are Thursday 
evenings, 7:00-7:45 in the choir room (the front half of regular 
choir rehearsal). All are welcome! 
 
Covenant Point Christmas Camp 
Registration is open for Christmas Camp at Covenant Point, 
December 27-January 1.  This is a camp for all families, 
friends, and individuals.  For more information or to register go 
to www.cpbc.com/christmascamp. 

Mailbox 
 
Dear Winnetka Covenant Church Family, 
 How well you have loved us in the loss of Sandy’s 
Dad.  Heartfelt cards, e-mails, personal sentiments, hugs, 
meaningful connections during Communion, and the entire 
Service All Saints Sunday have been an overwhelming 
comfort. 
 Thank you for walking with us through this time and 
for your support and prayers. 
    With grateful hearts, 
    Claire & Sandy Macfarland & Family 

 
 
 
Dear Winnetka Covenant Church Family, 
 Please accept our warmest gratitude and thanks for all the 
heartfelt expressions of love and sympathy that we have 
received from you since Hennie’s sudden passing on October 
7th.  We have felt your prayers and your hugs and we can’t 
thank you enough! 
     Love in Christ, 
     Wayne, Reed & Jennifer Brunzell 
  

Two of our members were recently honored in their 
respective professional fields: 

• Dan Gingrich was named by Riccardo Muti and the 
Chicago Symphony Orchestra as “honorary principal 
horn for life.” 

• Paul Christmas was honored by the Metropolitan 
Mathematics Club of Chicago with an MMC 
Lifetime Membership. 

Congratulations to Dan and Paul for these recognitions of 
their excellence and contributions to their professions. 
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Winnetka Covenant Church Network  
1200 Hibbard Road          
Wilmette, Illinois, 60091  
847-446-4300  
www.winnetkacovenant.org  

Our Mission 
To be a Christian community and to proclaim the gospel,  

worshiping together in love, nurturing people in faith,  
serving others as Christian disciples,  

and building a world of justice and hope in the name of Christ. 

Guidelines for Loving Relationships 
We hold grace as our highest value. 

We practice honest, open, direct communication.  
We speak the truth in love and listen in love. 

We believe the best about each other, 
valuing others above ourselves, as Christ does. 

We allow room for mistakes,  
acknowledging that mistakes are part of the growth process. 

We Welcome You to Winnetka Covenant Church 
We are a community of diverse history, ethnicity, viewpoints, 

gender identity and sexual orientation, status, ability, and 
challenges.  We invite you to join us wherever you are on your 

spiritual journey and to participate with us in the life of the church. 
 

 

December Special Events at Winnetka Covenant 

December 7 
9:00 a.m. – Lucia Festival (details, page 6) 

 
December 11 

5:30 p.m. - Wednesday Refuel – Special Smörgåsbord Dinner 
6:30 p.m. - Contemplative Christmas Service (details, page 3) 

 
December 15 

9:30 a.m. – Children’s Christmas Program 
10:45 a.m. – Prairie Brass Band join us in the worship service 

 
December 18 

5:45 p.m. - Christmas Caroling at Axelson Manor/Brandel Care Center 
 

December 21 
7:30 p.m. – Choir Concert – Part I of Handel’s Messiah (details, page 7) 

 
December 22 

4:30 p.m. – Christmas Party at Friendly Towers (details, page 4) 
 

December 24 
4:00 p.m. and 10:30 p.m. – Christmas Eve Services 


