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We Worship each 
Sunday morning 

at 10:30 –  
Facebook/ 
You Tube 

 
The children’s 

Wor-SHIP begins 
at 10:15 each 

Sunday on Zoom 
 

(both now offer 
limited in-person 

attendance – 
see page 3) 

 

Life Made New 
 

“In the aftermath of Gethsemane, we catch the fragrance of Eden.” 
Alister McGrath 

Sister Grace Remington paints a picture for us of all that Easter means. Its title is 
“Mary Comforts Eve.” Eve still with sorrow touches the womb of Mary who has 
guided her hand there. Mary’s other hand comforts and invites Eve to something 
new, The serpent remains wrapped around her legs but is moving away, losing his 
grip.  

St Paul ruminates thus to the early 
Church: “So you see, just as death came 
into the world through a man, now the 
resurrection from the dead has begun 
through another man. Just as everyone 
dies because we all belong to Adam, 
everyone who belongs to Christ will be 
given new life.” (1 Corinthians 15:21-
22). 
 
Ponder the image, and all that it means, 
as if Mary is comforting all of humanity, 
past, present, and future with this 
wonderful news of what God has done. 
The artist adds this imagined narrative, 
from the mouth of Mary: 
 
 
My mother, my daughter, life-giving, Eve, 
Do not be ashamed, do not grieve. 
The former things have passed away.  
Our God has brought us to a new day. 
See, I am with child, 
Through whom all will be reconciled. 
O Eve! My sister, my friend, 
We will rejoice together 
Forever 
Life without end. 
 
We say now and will say forever with Mary, and Adam and Eve, someday in the 
very presence of our Risen Christ, Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

             Peter Hawkinson 
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Adults 
Adult Sunday School has concluded for the spring.   

Stay tuned for more news about summer and fall programs! 
	  

Adult Small Group - Wednesday evenings, 7 p.m. on Zoom  
 

We Can Do Better: Growing through Uncomfortable Conversations about Race  
Join us as we continue our communal continuing education experience led by Dr. Veronica Gilliard of the Justice, Equity, Diversity 
and Inclusion (J.E.D.I.) Institute. Dr. Gilliard will lead us through a journey of discovery, self-reflection, and historical analysis as 
we examine together the impact of white supremacy on marginalized peoples and learn how to engage these issues today.   
 
Read more about the J.E.D.I. Institute at https://www.jedi-institute.com/, or contact Pastor Jen with any questions.  
 
These sessions will take place the first Wednesday of each month, and cost $15/person, though financial assistance is 
available.  Your donation of $15 can be sent directly to WCC (for checks, please include “Wednesday PM” on the memo 
line) or you can give online through the church website. 
 
Join using the Zoom link here: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89424598033?pwd=dFh0RnBuemxUS2ZjWVRNSHBhT2tBQT09   
 
Pastor Jen will lead all other monthly sessions on related topics, and there is no cost associated with these meetings.  Here is our 
schedule for April: 

April 7th   – Dr. Gilliard leading  
April 14th, 21st, 28th – Pastor Jen leading 
 

Children 
Sunday Mornings, April, 2021, 10:15 a.m. 

 

Ahoy! Here’s an update from the Wor-SHIP! 
To participate in the weekly zoom meeting for children’s church, please find the link on the church Web page, 

and on the weekly Service announcement.  The password is Theworship. 
 

We are hoping this will allow the kids to get set up in time for the adults to go to the live stream service at 10:30. 
 

On Friday I will send a related children’s bulletin to print and any additional information for the upcoming time in the SHIP. 
 

We’re hoping to have a variety of kids participate by  
sharing their music abilities, reading stories and scripture, singing, and praying together over Zoom. 

 

Thank you for your participation!  If you have any questions, please contact me. 
Blessings to you and be a blessing to others, 

Miss Mel 
 

Covid Reopening Update 
 

As numbers in Illinois continue to improve, we are now increasing to 25 the number of people able to attend the worship service in 
person. There will be safety procedures followed, including being symptom-free, wearing a mask, temperatures taken upon arrival, 
and distancing before, after, and during the service. Reservations are available on a signup genius - 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0c4eacaa2ca4fa7-worship.  The link can be found on the church website. 
 
FAMILIES with children through 5th grade - we are also now offering our children the opportunity to meet with Miss Mel and 
Miss Linda in person during the WorSHIP time at 10:15. There will be a limit of 20, and signup is available through the 
signupgenius link above. 
 
In addition to the Sunday worship service, groups of up to 20 people may now meet in the church, following the same health and 
safety guidelines. A representative/leader of the group needs to fill out a facility usage request form prior to scheduling an in-
church meeting. Forms are available from Pastor Jen or the church office. 

Christian Formation for Adults and Children 
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Holy Week Schedule 
 

Sunday, March 28 – Palm Sunday, Pastor Jen preaching 
Liturgy of the Palms – Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29; John 12:12-16 

 
Each evening during Holy Week there will be a streamed text homily and prayer at 7pm. 

Monday-Wednesday will be on Facebook and Thursday-Friday on YouTube. 
 

Monday, March 29 – Pastor Peter 
John 12:1-11 

 

Tuesday, March 30 – Pastor Joel 
Psalm 71:1-14, John 12:20-36 

 

Wednesday, March 31 – Pastor Jen 
Hebrews 12:1-3, John 13:21-32 

 

Holy Thursday, April 1 – Pastor Art Nelson 
John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

 

Good Friday, April 2 – Pastor Jen 
John 18:1-19:42 

 

 
Sunday, April 4 – Easter Day, Pastor Peter preaching 

Acts 10:34-43, Isaiah 25:6-9, John 20:1-18 
 

Weather permitting, we plan to meet, ALL OF US, outside! 
 

 

Winter Reading Together 
Thursdays, 6:30 on Zoom 
 
“The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life.” (John 6:33) 
 
I have an invitation for you! It is to make an investment in personal spiritual growth and in community. Gathering every 
Thursday evening at 6:30, we are Reading Together.  
 
Reading Together  is a weekly ZOOM time to encounter the biblical texts that will be read on the Sunday to come: a chance to 
get the bible in our bones a bit and toss around some thoughts, looking for connections, and exploring new ideas.  
 
In addition, Reading Together happens in community…it’s something we do together. We share conversation, stories, 
thoughts, and become better friends as we read together. In this time of isolation, this is a chance to develop growing 
friendships. What a blessing this is!  The great blessing of this time will be that by the time Sunday worship comes, you will 
have had these texts roaming around in your spirit for a few days as you come to hear them again.  A reading together update, 
including the texts to be discussed for that week, is sent every Wednesday afternoon. 
 
I’m asking you to consider making this brief (45 minute) time part of your weekly rhythm, for the sake of your spiritual growth 
and friendships. Also, it will be lots of fun! 
 
Here’s the Weekly ZOOM link:     https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81675547596 

         Pastor Pete 
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Ongoing Groups 

NEXT CHAPTER: NOTE WE ARE MEETING IN PERSON IN THE PARKING LOT! BRING YOUR 
OWN CHAIR, AND BLANKET! 
Our next meeting will be Thursday, April 8th at 1:00 pm. Please join us for conversation …three to a circle for social distancing, 
but changing circles every few minutes to be sure to catch up with everyone. Each circle will have a question as a prompt for 
conversation. Watch for the Next Chapter Newsletter with further information.   
 
Next Chapter sends out its own Constant Contact Next Chapter News so if you’d like to join us make sure you are on the list to 
receive information about upcoming events by e-mailing Judi Geake. 
 
 
MEMOIR WRITING GROUP for Women AND Men  (We have three Men in our group and welcome 
others.) WE WILL MEET IN PERSON IN THE LIBRARY SO MAKE SURE WE HAVE YOUR E-
MAIL ADDRESS.  Contact Judi Geake. 
 
Our next meeting will be Tuesday, April 13th at 1:00 p.m. Prompt: Several possibilities. Easter traditions. What do you do for 
“spring cleaning”? What will you do to celebrate the reopening of our city/church/schools?  April Showers…Bridal or baby 
showers you have attended or hosted.  
 
Visit for the first time without writing or dive right in! Listening to each other’s stories prompts memories of our own.   

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
Men’s Fellowship continues to meet by zoom  at 8:30 a.m. the first three Saturdays of each month.  All men of the church are 
encouraged to participate. 
 

LIBRARY CORNER now includes PUZZLES through the summer! 
If the pandemic has left you with time on your hands….we have a temporary solution. Until we are back in full swing, you 
may stop by the library and pick up a puzzle and work alone or with your family to finish it. Then return it and take another! 
Email Judi Geake or call her at 847-804-7432 if you’d like a delivery! 300, 500 or 1000 pieces.   

 
April Youth Group News: 
 

Sunday Youth Programming at Winnetka Covenant Church 
Sunday events are outside in-person, masks required. 
 
Confirmation Lesson: 3:00-3:30 pm 
Jr. High Youth Group: 3:30-4:30 pm 
Sr. High Youth Group: 4:30-6:00 pm 
 
There is a virtual zoom option for Confirmation that is offered each week for students who cannot join in-person. 
Email Pastor Joel for zoom link. 
There is no virtual option for either youth group at this time. 

 

Covenant Home Altar 
 

The new issue of the Covenant Home Altar is now here, covering April, May, and June.  Pastor Jen has written one of the 
weeks of devotions in this issue.  Mary Rhodes was the author of one week of devotions in the issue that is just wrapping up.  
We still have a few copies of the January-March issue in the office if you would like to read Mary’s thoughtful devotions.  You 
may either stop by and pick one up or contact the church office to have one mailed to you.   
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Mailbox 
 
Dear Mission Friends at Winnetka Covenant, 
 Being the body.  Caring for one another.  Spurring one 
another on towards love and good deeds.  Sharing in one 
another’s troubles.  Equipping the body to do good works.  
This is what God exhorts us to do in the Epistles, and this is 
what you have embodied for us.  With your personal support 
gift, you have ministered to our WHOLE FAMILY.  You 
demonstrate that God cares for each of us personally and 
tenderly as human beings, not doers.  We are deeply touched 
by your thoughtfulness and care.  We are praying for you, not 
just your ministries, but your families, communities, and 
relationships as well. 
      With deep gratitude, 
      Minh, Jen, Claire, Anthony,  
      Faith, Isaiah, & Luke Dao 
 
 
Dear Winnetka Covenant Church, 
 We have bought a house in Stratford, CT (my home 
town!).  Roger has been there since June, 2020.  He is 
working on environmental restoration projects with the 
USACE.  I’ll keep working here in Illinois; time frame yet to 
be determined.  We have enjoyed being part of the church 
family at Winnetka and will welcome all visitors to the East 
Coast. 
       Fondly, 
       Debbie & Roger Vanoer 
 

Family News 
 

We express our congratulations and best wishes to Ingrid & 
Nate Reep on the birth of Anders Elias Reep on February 11, 
in Anchorage, Alaska.  Anders was 7 lb., 12 oz. and 18” at 
birth, and joins his big brother Nels at home.  Anders’ happy 
grandparents are Dave & Ruth Johnson. 
 
 

 

Mission News & Opportunities 
 

Thank you to everyone who so graciously gave donations to The Friendship Center.  This past month you completely filled my 
SUV twice!! All your food, soap & diapers were received with much gratitude.  
 
Of course the need continues. Top requests: 
      Canned Tuna Rice 
      Cooking Oil (quart size or smaller) Bars of Soap 
      Peanut Butter & Jelly Paper Shopping Bags 
      Black Beans  Diapers (size 3-6) 
      Any non-perishable food items 
     
Please drop off donations to the church office or to Debbie O’Donovan. 
 
Easier yet, order online at Amazon Smile (designated WCC as beneficiary) and have the items sent directly to Debbie.  
 
Thank you again! 
                    Debbie O’Donovan 

Amazon Smile – a reminder that as you are doing 
much of your shopping online these days, please 
remember that if you go through Amazon Smile you 
can designate Winnetka Covenant Church to receive a 
percentage of your spending.  Such an easy way to 
direct a little extra income to the church. 

Covenant Kids Congo 6K walk for water 
 

6k is the average distance a person in the majority of the world walks for water. 
Save the date of Saturday, May 22, 2021 for the WCC version of the Global 6K for Covenant Kids Congo! 
We’ll be walking to raise money for clean water in northwest DR Congo. 
Watch for details as we get closer to May 22. 
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Winnetka Covenant Church Network  
1200 Hibbard Road          
Wilmette, Illinois, 60091  
847-446-4300  
www.winnetkacovenant.org  

Our Mission 
To be a Christian community and to proclaim the gospel,  
worshiping together in love, nurturing people in faith,  
serving others as Christian disciples,  
and building a world of justice and hope in the name of Christ. 

Guidelines for Loving Relationships 
We hold grace as our highest value. 
We practice honest, open, direct communication.  
We speak the truth in love and listen in love. 
We believe the best about each other, 
valuing others above ourselves, as Christ does. 
We allow room for mistakes,  
acknowledging that mistakes are part of the growth process. 

We Welcome You to Winnetka Covenant Church 
We are a community of diverse history, ethnicity, viewpoints, 
gender identity and sexual orientation, status, ability, and 
challenges.  We invite you to join us wherever you are on your 
spiritual journey and to participate with us in the life of the church. 
 

 

Upcoming Opportunities 
 

COVENANT HARBOR – 
Maple Fest - April 18 
Moms & Daughters Retreat – May 7-9 
believe.love.serve – May 15, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. – Spend a day volunteering at camp, helping to prepare the grounds for the 

spring and summer seasons.  Meals (breakfast and lunch) provided. 
See the Covenant Harbor web site (www.covenantharbor.org) for information on these events. 
 
SPRING KITCHENWARE COLLECTION EVENT 
Saturday, April 10, 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
Winnetka Presbyterian Church (corner of Hibbard and Willow Rds.) 
Do you have kitchenware and household goods that you would have donated to the rummage sale if we had one? The Chicago 
Furniture Bank is an organization that furnishes homes for people leaving shelters and moving into permanent housing. One of 
their main sources of furnishings is the unsold items from large rummage sales, ours included. With all rummage sales having 
been canceled in the last year, they are running extremely low on stock. There will be a contactless drive-through event at the 
Winnetka Presbyterian Church for people to donate to this very worthwhile organization.  
Items accepted:  plates, bowls, utensils, glasses, cups, pots, pans, small appliances, lamps, artwork 
Items not accepted:  fine china, knick-knacks, decorative items, crystal 
They request that you make sure all of the items are clean and in good condition. 
 
COVENANT MOUNTAIN MISSION BIBLE CAMP 
CMMBC, located in Virginia, is a ministry in one of the poorest areas of the country.  We have supported them over the years 
with both mission work teams and mission teams to run a week of camp.  With an extremely limited budget they are dependent 
on volunteer labor and welcome anyone who would like to spend time for just a day or longer, to help prepare the camp for the 
summer season and help with various construction projects.  Contact them at cmmbc1950@gmail.com for more information.  


