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Transitions 
 

This winter, I spent many a Wednesday night with a small group studying a book 
called Transitions: Making Sense of Life’s Changes by William Bridges. And 
unusually, I find myself even now, weeks after our study concluded, referring back 
to the book and to our conversations about it, over and over again. I’ve never been 
– my mother will tell you – someone who particularly likes change, which is 
inherent to transitions. This book, finally, gave me some language for that dislike, 
and a deeper understanding of it.  
 
Each transition, Bridges says, has three parts: an ending, a neutral zone or in-
between time, and a new beginning. No one much likes the neutral zone, which 
feels rather like the biblical wilderness: a barren place, with unfamiliar 
surroundings and a whole lot of emptiness. So our temptation is to rush through it, 
to sprint towards the new beginning and all that it entails, without taking time to 
really do the work of transitioning. After all, as we learn in the Bible time and 
again, the wilderness teaches us things. It changes us, for the better. It draws us, in 
many cases, nearer to God because all of our other comforts are stripped away. 
 
I’ve been thinking about this a lot during Lent; a season when we voluntarily send 
ourselves into the wilderness, to emulate Jesus’ time there, to think and to pray. 
Part of the gift of the wilderness, as Bridges describes it, is to allow us to fully 
experience and understand the ending we just went through.   
 
How fitting, then, that Lent falls between two seasons – between the bitter cold of 
the winter and the warmth and bloom of the spring. Usually, I rush through this 
time. I push the envelope of dressing without so many layers, shedding my winter 
coat a little prematurely. I fling open the windows of my apartment to get fresh air 
in every time the thermostat peaks above fifty. I start cooking salads instead of 
stews, forget to pack my gloves, and end up somewhere in limbo: too cold for 
sunbathing, too warm for wool socks. Instead of sinking into the transitional time, 
I rush it and I sulk, impatient for the next thing.  
 
Lent forces me to slow down. And this year, with Bridges’ reminder, I’m also 
learning to look back before I look forward. To reflect on the winter season – my 
first here in Chicago – and all that I experienced, all I learned, all I was challenged 
by and blessed with. I am learning to pause, and to savor the stories of how God 
was at work in that season.  To feel the fullness of it, and be thankful for it, before 
putting it to rest and looking forward.  
 
I invite you to join me in the weeks to come, and to do the same. Live deeply into 
the wilderness time of the in-between. Look back on what is past, and give thanks 
to God for the gifts of that time. End one season well, so we can begin a new 
season in confidence and hope, reassured that God will be with us in the future just 
as in the past. 

             Jen Christianson  
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Adult Sunday School 2018-19:  “Shalom” 
“The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious to you;  

the Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.” Numbers 6:24-26 
 
Every Sunday, when we sing these words to one another as a benediction, we are offering a blessing of shalom: may God’s 
peace, shalom, be with you. While “peace” is perhaps the most well-known definition, in fact this Hebrew word has a variety of 
different meanings, from soundness and contentment to welfare and friendship.  Throughout the coming months, we’ll explore 
many different meanings of shalom together, and discuss how we can cultivate it: as individuals, as a church, a city, a whole 
world.   

April Schedule 
 

April 7th – Concluding session of Shalom in Community:  Christine Moolo leads us in a conversation about the denomination’s 
ministries of “Love Mercy, Do Justice.” 
 

April 14th – Intergenerational Sunday School 
 

April 21st – Easter Sunday (no class) 
 

April 28th – Year in Review:  Approaches and Obstacles to Shalom.  We will revisit our different series from throughout the 
year, and reflect together on what we have learned and how we can put it into practice. 
 

Christian Formation at Winnetka Covenant 

Sunday School for all ages, from 9:30 – 10:30 a.m.  
Infant & toddler nursery care is provided in the nursery, room 103 (first floor) 

2 & 3-year-olds are in the preschool room 101 (first floor) 
4-year-olds and kindergarten are in room 104 (first floor, next to the elevator) 

Rotation Sunday School for grades 1-5, in various locations (see details below) 
Junior High Sunday School in the youth room (second floor) 

Senior High Sunday School in the youth pastor’s office (first floor) 
Adult Sunday School in the Upper Room (details below) 

 

Children’s Rotation Sunday School 
Rotation Sunday School  
for Grades 1-5  
 
Kids experience a different 
workshop each week to 
explore the Bible Story in 
different ways.  Check the 
schedules posted around 
church for which workshop 
your child will be attending 
each week. 

March 31st & April 7th – Lent Sunday School  
Grades 1-5 together in Room 207. 

April 14th – Intergenerational Sunday School  
All ages together in the Upper Room 

April 21st – Easter Sunday – no 9:30 Sunday School 
 
Rotation Unit 6 – The Early Church – April 28th, May 5th & 12th   
Memory Verse:  For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members 
of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.” 1 Corinthians 12:12 
Workshops: 
Games:  Experience the inter-relatedness and value of each part of the body of Christ 
through challenging and cooperative activities. 
Food:  Make “Impossible Pie” and dump cake and engage in some Bible Study to 
compare the elements of the early church to the ingredients used. 
Puppetry:  Explore how the human body works as an analogy to Paul’s reference to the 
body of Christ.  Produce a puppet show to portray this scripture. 
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Easter Week 
Please join us as we walk through the week preceding Easter with special services and activities. 

 
Sunday, April 14th – Palm Sunday 

We will have regular Sunday morning activities, celebrating the morning with palm branches in the service. 
 

Thursday, April 18th – Maundy Thursday 
7:00 p.m. worship service  

A service of Holy Communion, with scripture readings from the Last Supper and the Garden of Gethsemane.   
Featuring a time of confession, meditation on scripture, and music. 

 

Friday, April 19th – Good Friday 
From 9:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. – Journey to the Cross for Families 

Hosted by St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church (1140 Wilmette Ave. in Wilmette).  Come and experience a retelling of Holy 
Week.  The interactive event engages children and answers questions about what happened between Palm Sunday and Easter.  

Children 3 years old through 5th grade are welcome, accompanied by a parent or caregiver. 
7:00 p.m. – Good Friday Service 

A Tenebrae service (diminishing lights) with scripture readings from the trial and crucifixion of Christ,  
choral anthems, congregational singing, organ music, and more. 

 

Sunday, April 21st – Easter Sunday 
Easter Breakfast – 8:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. 

Sponsored by the Youth Groups, proceeds from donations given at the breakfast will benefit the youth ministry projects fund. 
Worship Service – 10:45 a.m. (prelude begins at 10:30) 

Join us for this service of celebration, as we give thanks for the resurrection of Jesus. 
 

Youth News 

Rummage Sale: April 13th, 8a.m.-2p.m. 
Calling all members of Winnetka Covenant, it’s Spring, which means spring cleaning, which means the Rummage Sale!  We 
can use all hands on deck to not only to help work the sale on the day of but to clean-up afterwards or help organize/set-up the 
week before.  If you can contribute in any time or energy (even if it’s just a couple of hours the week before) please let Pastor 
Joel know.  This is a wonderful event that shows what can be achieved when we come together as a community!   
 
Easter Breakfast: April 21st, 8:30-10a.m. 
Join us in the gym before our Easter service for a Winnetka tradition.  Not only will we be serving tasty pancakes & sausage, 
but we will also have frittatas & fruit as well.  Donations for this meal support the Youth Ministry at Winnetka.  If you would 
like to help volunteer (preparation, cook, clean-up, etc.) or donate ingredients for this meal, contact Pastor Joel & he can 
connect you to the Sign-up Genius online. 
 
Jr. High Lock-in: April 26-27th: 7p.m.-9a.m.  
Join us for a night of all-church games, movies, snacks and fun!  We will sleepover, so bring a sleeping bag, pillow, and maybe 
a sleeping pad too, because not everyone will be able to sleep on a couch.  We will have breakfast together in the morning & we 
are asking parents for a hard pick-up time of 9a.m. on Saturday morning because any student that is 12 years old or older is 
invited to join us for… 
 
All Church (including youth 12+) Service Project at Cornerstone Community Outreach:  
April 27th 9:15a.m.-1:45p.m. 
We will leave church as a group at 9:15 to go to Cornerstone in the Uptown neighborhood of Chicago to help serve lunch or 
helping sort/distribute in the thrift store.  We are planning to work there until 1p.m., so we should be back at church around 
1:45p.m.  For more information on this service project, contact Cindy Buettgen or Pastor Joel. 
 
For all upcoming information & updates, please: 
Give Pastor Joel your email, if you aren’t getting the Youth Ministry Email Blasts & want to be. 
Also follow us on Instagram @wincovyoumin 
And subscribe to our Youtube Channel: Winnetka Covenant Youth Ministry 
And walk into the Youth Room to see our beautiful Upcoming 2 Months Calendar on our Bulletin Board 
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Trustee Notes 
 
It’s an old story I first heard on a favorite episode of West Wing about an old man who lived in a valley on a river. A 
meteorologist on the radio warned of a great flood headed that way and urged all to move to higher ground. But the man stayed 
and asserted that “God will protect me”. The captain of a boat offered to save him, later a helicopter overhead called down and 
offered to lift him out of the rising waters, but each time he turned them down and said “God will protect me.” The man 
drowned. In heaven, he asked God why He didn’t save him from the flood? God said “I sent you a radio report, a boat and a 
helicopter! What more did you need?” 
 
It’s been a hard time to be chair of the Trustees, I’m not afraid to tell you. And I have prayed constantly for help and guidance, 
but unlike the old man, I am overwhelmed by the many ways that God has answered my prayers. We’ve received 31 pledge 
increases totaling an additional $45,850 to our promised budget and more keeps coming in when I feel we’ve heard from all 
who can reply. When our initial plan for an interim facility manager failed, Tom Johnson happened to stop by church to wish 
Luke well right when I was arriving to discuss the crisis and offered to take the interim position. God answers prayer! 
 
This month, the Trustees and the church leadership meet to review the current financial situation and plan for our future prior to 
the May 1 congregational quarterly meeting. I ask you all to be in prayer for us. Because I know God will answer! 
 
Over the next few months, Tom Johnson and the Trustees will work together with fresh eyes to determine how best to manage 
our beautiful facility going forward. We’ve established a work order system for all to complete (see the church office) in 
making requests for facility use. Be in prayer for us in this time of transition. Because I know God will answer! 
 
Quoting again from  Henri Nouwen “we all wanted to work for the kingdom, to build a community of love, to let 
something happen that was greater than we were individually.” That is my prayer. And God answers prayer! 

                 In gratitude, Julie Bromley 
                 Trustee Chair 

Do you order through Amazon? 

Winnetka Covenant Church receives funds through the Amazon Smiles program. 
Go to smile.amazon.com and follow the instructions for designating a percentage of your shopping to be directed to WCC. 

 

From the Outreach Committee 

Picture Directory - Sign up Now!  

Don’t miss the last dates to have your picture taken at church for our Directory! 

• April 26th, 2:00-8:00 p.m. at WCC in the Upper Room 
• April 27th, 10:00-5:15 p.m. at WCC in the Upper Room 

1.   Sign up on the WCC web site:  http://www.winnetkacovenant.org/.   

2.   Sign up April 7th or 14th after church in the narthex. 

3.   Call Lifetouch at 1-866-756-0281, Mon.-Fri, 8-4 pm Central. 

If you are not available on any of the dates above, call Lifetouch and they may suggest another location with different dates that 
will work for you.  This is an option for members who live out of town. 
 
It's been a few years since our last directory, and there are many new faces at WCC!   We hope everyone will 
participate.  If you’re not a member but starting to feel like you belong here, we encourage you to have your picture taken for 
our book.  If you are not able to come to either of the April dates, it may be possible to submit your own picture.  If you have 
any questions please contact:  Mary Beth Molenaar or Barbara Kazanjian.  
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Mission Opportunities 

A Just Harvest – April 4th and 18th , at 1:00 p.m., cooking in our kitchen. New participants are always welcome to join 
the cooking crew.  On the 18th we are asked to send a crew to the Kitchen to serve the food.  Leave from church at about 4:30 
and return about 7:00.  Contact Mary Beth Kovacic to volunteer or with questions. 
 

Greater Chicago Food Depository – Our April date is the 20th and, looking ahead, our May date will be the 18th.  
Please help with this meaningful and rewarding ministry of repacking donated food.  Everyone 14 and older is welcome. Please 
contact Rachel Rescorl or Debbie O’Donovan to register, arrange carpools, or ask questions.  Our work there benefits the North 
Park Friendship Center. 
 

Summer Intergenerational Mission Trip – We are planning a mission trip to the Covenant Mountain Mission 
Bible Camp in Jonesville, VA for this coming June 22nd – 29th.  We will provide the staffing for a week of camp, filling all 
varieties of jobs, from teaching, kitchen help, leading crafts, games, and music, camp nurse, etc.  We are still specifically in 
need of a music leader, but whatever your skills, there will be a place for you.  The opportunity is open to all ages, including 
families with young children. Please contact Joel Brand or Cindy Buettgen to sign up or to get more information. 
 

Wednesday Night Fundraising Support Opportunity – on April 3rd a group of North Park students will be 
raising money for a silent retreat at Covenant Harbor.  They will prepare the dinner that night and the money collected will 
support their retreat.  Please come, eat a good meal in community, and consider donating to these wonderful opportunities that 
are going on in our denomination. 
 

Love Mercy Do Justice Group – The WCC Love Mercy Do Justice group is open to all.  Come join us as we build 
awareness in our church and community and grow relationships as we walk alongside those who are suffering injustice. 
Here are some opportunities to get involved: 

• All are welcome for our book study discussion on Tuesday, April 9, 7 p.m. at church.  We’ll meet in the Library.  We 
are reading the first 6 chapters of “White Awake” by Daniel Hill (a Covenant pastor). 

• Saturday, May 4th at 2-4:30 p.m.  Please mark your calendars and join us for a movie and discussion.  More details to 
follow in the bulletin. 

• May 31st & June 1st Racial Righteousness weekend with Kingdom Covenant Church.  If interested, please contact 
Christine Moolo. 

• Throughout 2019, we are attending Kingdom Covenant Church on the second Sunday of each month.  This is a great 
way to participate through worship, meet some new friends, and help sponsor this church plant.  Let us know if you are 
interested and we’ll put you on the information list. 

These opportunities for learning, discussion, and building relationships are open to all.  If interested, please contact Christine 
Moolo, Bonnie Hawkinson, Marybeth or Kurt Kovacic. 
 

Sensational Saturday Service Project 
Where:  Cornerstone Community Outreach 
  4628 North Clifton Avenue 
  Chicago, IL 60640 
When:  Saturday, April 27th, 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
Volunteers:  Ideally 15-20;  must be age 12 or older 
Project:  Five people or so will help get lunch ready and the rest of the group will help in the free store: 

The CCO free thrift store is a place where we can help meet the needs of shelter guests and community members 
in crisis.  When volunteering in the Free Store you can help sort and distribute clothing, shoes, housewares, toys, 
books, and more. 

Wednesday evening study:  Bible study/book group resumes May 8th 
Throughout the month of April, we invite you to join in several opportunities for fellowship and learning with our WCC family.  
Come on April 3rd for Bingo Night:  fun for all ages!  We will not have Refuel programs on April 10th or 17th in light of the 
Rummage Sale and Holy Week, but will reconvene the following week.  Adults and youth are invited that evening (April 24th) 
to a special Bystander CPR class, offered by our own Nadia Jimenez in partnership with Swedish Covenant Hospital. 
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Following are ongoing groups for the women of the church.  They all 
welcome new participants at any time. 
 
Friendship Circle – (formerly Quilters, Knitters, etc.) – We no 
longer do any quilting, but now meet at 11:30 on the second Thursday 
of the month for lunch at the Bistro at Covenant Village and stay for a 
time of fellowship.  Although we meet at the Village, all senior 
women are encouraged to join us.  In April the date is the 11th.  
Contact Gladys Johnson. 
 
Next Chapter News & Events -  Next Chapter will meet 
Thursday, April 11th at 1:00 p.m. (or any time during the afternoon 
that you are able to come) to help sort rummage for the Rummage 
Sale.  It will be fun to work together, and this is a wonderful service 
project for this month! 
 
The Next Chapter Speaker on Thursday, April 25th at 1:00 p.m. in 
the upper room will be Merikay Kimball of North Shore Integrative 
Health.  Merikay will explain what Integrative Medicine has to offer 
and answer any questions we have about this new delivery system of 
health care. 
 
Next Chapter welcomes any woman in a new chapter of life, or who 
has the time and the desire to make new friends. Contact Judi Geake to 
get e-mail announcements of spontaneous outings (like Morning 
Movies) and reminders of upcoming events. 

Women’s Ministries 

 
Stitch and Study – Stitch and Study, 
combining prayer, conversation, and 
craft/needlework projects, meets on the third 
Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at the home of 
Marilynn Nelson. New participants are always 
welcome to come with or without a project.  In 
April we meet on the 16th. 
 
Tuesday Morning Bible Study – 9:30 a.m.  
– Our current study, in the book of Proverbs, will 
conclude for the spring on April 16th.  We all are 
looking for “how to” guides to help us fulfill our 
lives. The book of Proverbs is a gold mine of 
godly wisdom that is timeless in its truth and 
practical application .  Join us as we search thru 
these almost “Twitter- like” bits of advice and 
meet the ONE who is the source of all wisdom. 
Coffee and friendship complete our gathering!  
Questions:  Joann Larson  
 
Women Ministries Triennial Gathering – 
the Triennial is a national conference for women, 
sponsored by Make and Deepen Disciples of the 
ECC.  It is scheduled for July 18-21, 2019 in 
Minneapolis, MN.  For information go to 
iam.covchurch.org.  
 
 

Memoir Group 
The Memoir Group is open to anyone (male or female) interested in getting their family stories down on paper and sharing 
those stories with others in the group. Our next meeting will be Tuesday, April 9that 1:00 p.m., in the library.  Prompt this 
month:  Spring … or anything it brings to mind.  Graduations?  Weddings?  Showers?  Birth?  Spring Cleaning?  As usual, 
anything you want to write about is fine. 
 
Curious but hesitant? No need to write for the first time you attend. Just come and see what fun it is to share our stories. 
Friends are welcome, too. To get on the e-mail reminder list, contact Judi Geake.  Reminders, with prompts, are sent out the 
week prior to the meeting.  

Upcoming Opportunities 
CPBC Triathlon Fundraiser – August 4, 2019 – It’s not too early to start training to participate in the Covenant Point 
Bible Camp Triathlon.  This yearly race is an opportunity to help raise funds for the Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) Family 
Camp offered at Covenant Point each summer.  You can participate in the full triathlon (swim, bike & run), sprint triathlon or as 
a walker.  Competitors can choose to participate as either individuals or as a team of 2-3 people.  Non-competitors are welcome 
to come and cheer on the athletes and enjoy great meals and great people.  Go to www.cpbc.com for information. 

Host International Students –  

• HAMDEN EDUX is looking for hosts for international students attending Regina Dominican High School for either 
short or long term hosting.  Contact Mary Bridich for information. 

• Hands of Peace is an organization that brings Israeli, Palestinian, and American teens together to dialogue about peace, 
equality, freedom, and justice.  They are looking for teens between the ages of 15 – 17 to participate and for families 
that can host a teen from the Middle East for 19 days, from July 10 – 29, 2019.  For more information contact Darling 
Kittoe.  
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  Family News      

Mailbox 
 
 
Hello Dear Church Family, 
 Wow!  What a generous Christmas love offering your 
gifted us with – thank you!  We love you all and pray for 
you, as we know you pray for us! 
      Blessings, 
      Mary Lou & Gary Sander 
 
 
      

Dear Pastor Peter, the missions committee, and the 
congregation of Winnetka Evangelical Covenant Church, 
 We are deeply grateful for your faithful prayers and 
partnership in ministry!  Your desire to see the gospel shared 
throughout the nations is a great encouragement to us, and 
we are blessed by your hearts for kingdom building for God’s 
glory. 
 Thank you also for your thoughtful generosity in sending 
our family such a wonderful, personal Christmas gift.  We so 
appreciate your caring for us in such a tangible and touching 
way.  We will be carefully considering how to use your gift; 
this will be a fun exercise for all! 
 We look forward to connecting soon to try to arrange a 
visit while we are stateside this summer.  You remain in our 
prayers of thanksgiving as God continues to use you to draw 
those around you to Himself.  May 2019 be a year in which 
you fall more in love the God and He continues His 
redemptive work in each of you.  
     With love and blessings, 
     Minh and Jen Dao 
 

Delegates Needed 
The nominating committee is looking for delegates for our 
Evangelical Covenant Church Annual Meeting, being held 
June 27-29 in Omaha, NE. 
 
To volunteer to represent Winnetka Covenant Church, 
please contact the church office. 

Do you have a pocket full of change?   
 
Or perhaps the drink holder of your car is full of coins?  Well … now the children of “The SHIP” are going to help you out 
with that!  On the third Sunday of each month from now on these young fisher-kids are excited to participate in the worship 
service by collecting your coins! 
 
Our kids will be collecting coins for Covenant Kids Congo.  The coins will be saved up and we hope to support our brothers 
and sisters as they work toward having clean water. 
 
Please remember to bring your coins to church on the third Sunday or each month!  The children are excited for this new 
opportunity to do offering. 
 
(Note:  this will not replace the regular offering time!!) 

Congratulations and best wishes to: 

• Liana Gineitis & Dimitri German, who were 
recently engaged.  They are planning a November, 
2019 wedding. 



 

 

  

Winnetka Covenant Church Network  
1200 Hibbard Road          
Wilmette, Illinois, 60091  
847-446-4300  
www.winnetkacovenant.org  

Our Mission 
To be a Christian community and to proclaim the gospel, 

worshiping together in love, nurturing people in faith,  
serving others as Christian disciples,  

and building a world of justice and hope in the name of Christ. 

Guidelines for Loving Relationships 
We hold grace as our highest value.                   

We practice honest, open, direct communication.  
We speak the truth in love and listen in love.    

We believe the best about each other,  
valuing others above ourselves, as Christ does.             

We allow room for mistakes,  
acknowledging that mistakes are part of the growth process. 

We Welcome You to Winnetka Covenant Church 
We are a community of diverse history, ethnicity, viewpoints, 

gender identity and sexual orientation, status, ability, and 
challenges.  We invite you to join us wherever you are on your 

spiritual journey and to participate with us in the life of the church. 

 

 
 
Rummage Sale – Saturday, April 13, 8 a.m. – 2 p.m. 

Here are pertinent details about the Rummage Sale: 

Ø Donations accepted starting Monday, April 1.  In respect for NSSED security, please do not use the back door by the 
playground when dropping off your donations. 

Ø We will not accept tube televisions, mattresses and large armoires. 
Ø Baked goods welcome for the bake sale.  Please bring your individually wrapped (in clear wrapping) goodies to church 

by Friday, April 12. 
Ø If you have larger items that you need help transporting, there will be pick-ups available on Saturday, April 6 and 

Wednesday evening, April 10.  Please call the church office to get on the schedule. 
Ø Volunteer help needed - it takes MANY hands to make the sale a success.  There are sign-up boards in the church 

narthex for you to indicate your availability to help prior to and on the day of the sale.  No experience needed!! 


