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Sabbatical Time 
 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers and 
sisters.  Amen  (Galatians 6:18) 
 
 
Brothers and sisters we are, 
bound together by days and years 
of experience and emotion. 
 
Knitted together by our Christ, 
and by God’s Spirit, 
brothers and sisters we are. 
 
Grace the noun, and the verb, 
what we share and 
bless each other with along the way. 
 
We journey now for a time apart, 
yet in deepest reality we are 
connected most deeply to each other. 
 
How is it?  How can it be 
that this prayer holds us  
close in the grace of God 
 
When we don’t share 
Worship and sacrament 
Coffee and conversation? 
 
It must be more, God, of your 
Holy handiwork, for 
Brothers and sisters we are. 
 
So May the grace of Christ 
Be with your spirit 
In the days to come. 
 
Let it be so!  Amen. 
            Peter Hawkinson 
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Adult Sunday School 2018-19:  “Shalom” 
“The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious to you;  

the Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.” Numbers 6:24-26 
 
Every Sunday, when we sing these words to one another as a benediction, we are offering a blessing of shalom: may God’s 
peace, shalom, be with you. While “peace” is perhaps the most well-known definition, in fact this Hebrew word has a variety of 
different meanings, from soundness and contentment to welfare and friendship.  Throughout the coming months, we’ll explore 
many different meanings of shalom together, and discuss how we can cultivate it: as individuals, as a church, a city, a whole 
world.   
 
January 6th – February 3rd:  Shalom as Harmony 
Join us for a new year of Sunday School, where we will continue our study with a unit on cultivating shalom across difference.  
Throughout this series, we will use a curriculum called “Different but not Divided:  Practicing a Third Way.”  Each week we’ll 
watch a short video and spend time in both large group discussion and small group conversations. 
 

Christian Formation at Winnetka Covenant 

Sunday School for all ages, from 9:30 – 10:30 a.m.  
Infant & toddler nursery care is provided in the nursery, room 103 (first floor) 

2 & 3-year-olds are in the preschool room 101 (first floor) 
4-year-olds and kindergarten are in room 104 (first floor, next to the elevator) 

Rotation Sunday School for grades 1-5, in various locations (see details below) 
Junior High Sunday School in the youth room (second floor) 

Senior High Sunday School in the youth pastor’s office (first floor) 
Adult Sunday School in the Upper Room (details below) 

 

Children’s Rotation Sunday School 
Rotation Sunday School for Grades 1-5  
 
Kids experience a different workshop each week 
to explore the Bible Story in different 
ways.  Check the schedules posted around 
church for which workshop your child will be 
attending each week. 
 

Unit 3 – The Good Samaritan - January 6th, 13th, & 20th  
Memory Verse:  Who is my neighbor?  The one who showed mercy.  Go 
and do likewise.  Luke 10:29, 37 
 
The parable of the Good Samaritan is set within the context of the 
question, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?”  Consider the concept of 
eternal life to mean, “How can I be in right relationship with God?  What 
must I do to be open to God’s presence in my life?  How do I act so as to 
reflect that presence in my life to others?”  Jesus takes the man back to the 
scriptures that say “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as 
yourself.”  The teacher asks, “Who is my neighbor?” 
 
The parable reminds us that God’s grace is for all people, and calls us 
to overlook our stereotypes and to do kindness to all people, even 
those with whom we would rather not associate. 

 

 

Wednesday evening study:  Conversations about Transitions 
It’s a new year, and for many of us that means thinking about change and transition.  Whether you love making resolutions, are 
anticipating a new chapter this year, or are processing a change from last year, come and join us on Wednesday nights 
throughout January.  We will use William Bridges’ book Transitions:  Making Sense of Life’s Changes (available on Amazon) 
as well as stories from scripture to guide our conversations.  Feel free to order the book and read along, though prereading is not 
required!  All are welcome.  Study beings January 9th. 
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News and Opportunities 

We recently received this letter from Kingdom Covenant Church.  Read it for helpful insight into what our 
mission efforts are helping to accomplish. 
 
Dear Pastor Hawkinson, 
 
I pray all is well with you and Winnetka Covenant Church, I just wanted to take this time to thank you and Winnetka for your 
continued support and partnership with our church.  Your prayers are felt and very much appreciated.  2018 has been a very 
busy year for us but it has been good to us as well.  Attendance and membership is on the rise but more importantly we are 
growing in our community together and our spiritual walk with God. 
 
We are expanding ongoing ministries in the Roseland Community and strengthening relationships with our neighbors.  Our 
Prison ministry is stronger and since starting, two former inmates have been released and are now members of our congregation.  
We started a program to teach the Bible to elementary school students this year and it is going great.  We understand that none 
of this would be possible without the support of partners like you.  Thank you guys for being so generous and for your 
friendship with us in Jesus’ mission. 
 
Please let your congregation know that their support is reaching the far south side of Chicago, making an impact for the 
kingdom and drawing people to Christ.  We are eternally grateful for you all.  Kingdom will be keeping you all in our prayers 
and ask that you continue to do the same for us.   
 
In 2018 Your gifts helped our church to … 

Ø Evangelize, engage and serve our community 
Ø Maintain a facility for worship 
Ø Provide programing to make disciples and develop leaders within the community and the church. 
Ø Maintain our operational budget 
Ø Help the underprivileged and underserved in our community 

Your prayers and contributions will not go unnoticed by God.  Acts 10:4 
 
In the King’s Service, 
Pastor David A. Washington 
 
And another letter and invitation from closer to home – 
Dear Friends, 
 
Greetings to each of you!!  I am writing to let you know that I am planning an African American History Month Program here 
at the Baha’i House of Worship to kick off our awareness and celebration of some of the music inspired and composed by 
African Americans.  While it is true that we all have had some role to play in the building of The American Dream, we are still 
mystified by our own history as it continues to be uncovered.  Music has always been a way that we have been able to express 
our feelings, our hopes, and our longing to become One Human Family. 
 
I am addressing this invitation to singers, music lovers, and the spiritual community of the North Shore in hopes that you will 
pass this invitation on to those around you who may want to also sing with us as well as attend this unique program.  This 
program is scheduled for Saturday evening at 7:30, February 2, 2019, in Foundation Hall of the Baha’i House of Worship for 
the North American Continent.  It will feature the Baha’i House of Worship Choir plus other singers who may want to join us, 
and the Lincolnwood Symphony Orchestra, under the direction of Mr. Phillip Simmons.  The expanded choir would sing a 
cappella Negro Spirituals.  The orchestra would present music composed and inspired by African Americans, and the orchestra 
and choir would present several Gospel and other selections. 
 
Dear friends, if you know me, you know that I often walk alone as a person of color here in the North Shore.  You surely know 
that so much still needs to be done as we hope for more inclusiveness in our communities as we play our own small parts in that 
process.  Please consider joining us in February.  For more details on how you may participate in or attend this special program, 
please contact me, vgilmer@usbnc.org or call 847-853-2330.  I look forward to hearing from those who may want to participate 
in this program, and look forward to seeing many of you at the program. 
 
With warmest regards, 
Van Gilmer, Music Director, Baha’i House of Worship 
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Trustee Notes 
 
Trustee Board’s Financial Update – Pledges/Deficits and Ministry 
 

Here is the financial news as of the end of November: 

• Receipts are $101,339 below budget, 8% behind 2017 levels 
• Expenses are $12,530 below budget 

We are in prayer for a generous December from our church family! 
 
To date, we have only received 87 pledges. The amount promised by these individuals is $47,710 higher than at this same point 
last year. The Trustees struggle with producing a budget after hearing from only 87 of our membership. Won’t you please 
prayerfully consider pledging to our church for 2019? No matter the amount, your faithful promise will enable us to better plan 
for ministry in our community and for God’s kingdom in 2019. There will be a pledge link on the new website, or you may 
reach out to the church office for a form. 
 
I am grateful for a Trustee board that works so hard to manage our finances. They support the ministry of the church, take care 
of our property and employees and seek to do all that in the most economical manner possible.  
 
I will continue in the months ahead to conclude my report to you with words from A Spirituality of Fundraising by Henri J.M. 
Nouwen: 

“So when we give ourselves to planting and nurturing love here on earth,  
our efforts will reach out beyond our own chronological existence.  

Indeed, if we raise funds for the creation of a community of love, we are helping God build the kingdom.” 

I pray you will join us in supporting  Winnetka Covenant Church’s efforts to build up the kingdom of God. 
 

Julie Bromley, Trustee board chair 

 

Youth & Young Adult News 

January 16th: Camp Rally Night from 5:30-7:45 p.m. 
Come to church at 5:30 for dinner, 6:30 for camp-style worship and to hear from Covenant Point & Covenant Harbor staff 
about Summer 2019 at our 2 wonderful Central Conference camps!  There will be camp-style activities for the kids & youth 
from 7 to 7:45PM! 
 
January 27th: INVITE High League Food Roulette, from 6:15-8:30 p.m. 
There will be a roulette wheel with three different money amounts ($25, $50, and $75) and each amount will randomly be 
assigned as the budget for a different part of the meal (appetizers, entree & dessert)  And then groups will go get the food & 
come back to church to eat & hang out for the rest of the night.  This is sure to be a fun & memorable night! 

 
Young Adult Event: January 12th from 8:30-11:30 a.m. 
Come to church for a “mini-retreat” called “Crossing the River: Finding Resiliency in Times of Change.” Hosted by Lumunos 
Ministries. Since the young adult years are often filled with transition, we thought that this might a really helpful resource for 
this group. The cost is $30 for the time, but there are scholarship funds available for the registration fee, if you are interested 
(coffee & bagels provided!). Contact Pastor Jen with any questions. 
 
For all upcoming information & updates, please: 
Give Pastor Joel your email, if you aren’t getting the Youth Ministry Email Blasts & want to be. 
Also follow us on Instagram @wincovyoumin 
And subscribe to our Youtube Channel: Winnetka Covenant Youth Ministry 
And walk into the Youth Room to see our beautiful Upcoming 2 Months Calendar on our Bulletin Board 
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Mission Opportunities 

A Just Harvest – January 3rd and 17th, at 1:00 p.m., cooking in our kitchen. New participants are always welcome to 
join the cooking crew.  On the 17th we are asked to send a crew to the Kitchen to serve the food.  Leave from church at about 
4:30 and return about 7:00.  Contact Mary Beth Kovacic to volunteer or with questions. 
 

Greater Chicago Food Depository – Our January date is the 19th.  Please help with this meaningful and 
rewarding ministry of repacking donated food and then join us for lunch!  Everyone 14 and older is welcome. Please contact 
Rachel Rescorl or Debbie O’Donovan to register, arrange carpools, or ask questions.  Our work there benefits the North Park 
Friendship Center. 
 

Love Mercy Do Justice Group at WCC – Winnetka Covenant Church has an informal group called  "Love 
Mercy Do Justice" group.  Come join us as we build awareness in our church and community and grow relationships as we walk 
alongside those who are suffering injustice.  As we start the new year, some opportunities to get involved: 

• All are welcome for our book study discussion on January 15th, 7 p.m. at chuch.  We’ll meet in the Library.  We are 
reading I’m Still Here:  Black Dignity in a World Made for Whiteness by Austin Channing Brown. 

• Our next movie night:  Saturday, January 19th; “If Beale Street Could Talk” at Century 12 Evanston theater, time TBD.  
Please mark your calendars and join us for the movie and discussion.  More details to follow in the bulletin. 

• Throughout 2019, we plan to attend Kingdom Covenant Church on the second Sunday of each month.  This is a great 
way to participate through worship, meet some new friends and help sponsor this church plant.  Let us know if you are 
interested and we’ll put you on the information list. 

These opportunities for learning, discussion, and building relationships are open to all.  Please join us in any or all of these.  
Contact Christine Moolo, Bonnie Hawkinson, Marybeth or Kurt Kovacic if interested. 
 
Family Promise – Family Promise is a network of about 20 churches in the area that provide housing and meals for 
temporarily homeless families.  About three times a year, for a week at a time, we host up to four families in our church, 
providing dinner each night, evening hangout/homework time, overnight accommodations, and breakfast.  When the families 
leave our church each day the children go to school and the parents either go to work or spend their days at the Family Promise 
day center, working with staff to secure employment and permanent housing.  Our next hosting opportunity will be coming 
on January 6 – 13.  We invite you to sign up to volunteer on the signup sheets that are in the narthex or through the web site, 
www.winnetkacovenant.org.   
 
 

 
 

 

TerraCycle – Care for the earth 
While googling recycling, I found an organization called TerraCycle.    TerraCycle participates in a variety of recycling 
programs and one of their partners is Colgate.  Colgate will accept any old toothbrushes, any packaging a toothbrush comes in, 
toothpaste tubes and caps and plastic floss containers, not just Colgate products.   
 
Save your tooth care packaging, use up every bit of toothpaste that you can and put the cap back on and bring all of it to the 
collection bin you will find in the Missions display.  We collect the items and when ready just package them up, print a label 
from the TerraCycle site and send them off.  We can earn points on shipments over 1 pound, which we can apply to any 
organization we choose.   
 
Please help us help the planet, and get points for one of the organizations helped by Winnetka Covenant. 
 
For further information I encourage you to go to the TerraCycle website. 
                     Kitti Steiner 
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Following are ongoing groups for the women of the church.  
They all welcome new participants at any time. 
 
Next Chapter News & Events -   
Next Chapter will meet at 1:00 p.m., Thursday, January 10th, 
at the church for a New Year’s kick-off and dessert!  We will 
do our version of “speed dating” in order to get to know each 
othe better and reconnect after the holidays.  (Bring any 
Christmas leftover desserts you want to get out of the house.  
However, there will be a healthy alternative for those who have 
already started their New Year’s Resolution!) 
	  
There will be a committee meeting on Thursday, January 17th at 
11:30 in the library for those interested in planning the spring 
schedule.  
 
Join us for the first ‘Girls Just Want to Have Fun’ event on 
Wednesday, January 23th at 1:00 p.m. in the Upper 
Room. You never know what we have in store…games, crafts, 
coloring books & crayons, ethnic restaurant or other outings? 
Just know that whatever it is it will be easy to participate and it 
will allow for time sitting around a table with plenty of laughter 
and conversation as we ‘play’.  
 
Next Chapter welcomes any woman in a new chapter of life, or 
who has the time and the desire to make new friends. Email  to 
get email announcements of spontaneous outings (like Morning 
Movies) and reminders of upcoming events. 

 

Women’s Ministries 

Women’s Retreat, February 8-10, 2019 – Registrations have been taken for the February Women’s Retreat at 
Covenant Harbor.  Our own Jen Christianson will be the speaker and the theme of the weekend will be “Living Sabbath 
Every Day:  shaping our lives around rhythms of surrender and rest.”  If you have not registered but now find that you will 
be able to come, please contact Joan Wallgren or the church office to check on availability. 

Friendship Circle – (formerly Quilters, Knitters, etc.) 
– We no longer do any quilting, but now meet at 11:30 on 
the second Thursday of the month for lunch at the Bistro 
at Covenant Village and stay for a time of fellowship.  
Although we meet at the Village, all senior women are 
encouraged to join us.  In January the date is the 10th.  
Contact Gladys Johnson. 
 
Sharing Group – We cordially invite all Winnetka 
Covenant women to join us on the fourth Thursday of 
each month at 12:00 noon for lunch and fellowship.  We 
will meet on January 24th at Baker’s Square.  You’ll 
enjoy the fellowship.  Call Marian Eckhardt with 
questions. 
 
Stitch and Study – Stitch and Study, combining 
prayer, conversation, and craft/needlework projects, meets 
on the third Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at the home 
of Marilynn Nelson. New participants are always 
welcome to come with or without a project.  In January 
we meet on the 15th. 
 
Tuesday Morning Bible Study – 9:30 a.m.  - A 
study in the book of Proverbs will begin our new year on 
Tuesday, January 15 at 9:30 a.m.  We all are looking for 
“how to” guides to help us fulfill our lives. The book of 
Proverbs is a gold mine of godly wisdom that is timeless 
in its truth and practical application .  Join us as we search 
thru these almost “Twitter- like” bits of advice and meet 
the ONE who is the source of all wisdom. Study guides 
will be available in class. Coffee and friendship complete 
our gathering!  Questions: contact Joann Larson  
 

New Small Group Forming:  January, 2019 – Looking for a place where you can come as you really are? Seeking a 
deeper connection and a safe community?  A new small group, for women of all ages, will be forming in January.  We’ll gather 
on Sunday evenings in members’ homes, for a time of honest and authentic conversation about our lives – as well as fellowship 
and prayer.  As members have interest, we may also do a study together.  
 
Contact Meg Madvig or Pastor Jen for more information, and/or to be included on our e-mail list.  We’ll meet in January for a 
kickoff gathering and planning together. 
 

Men’s Ministries 
Join other men of the church on the first three Saturdays of each month at 8:00 a.m. for men’s fellowship.  This is a time of 
fellowship and discussion. 
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Family News     

Mailbox                
To the Church, 
 Thank you for your prayers, visits, calls, and gifts of 
food.  I miss you all. 
        Bev Swanson 

Memoir Group 
The Memoir Group is open to anyone interested in getting their family stories down on paper and sharing those stories with 
others in the group.  Both men and women attend. Our next meeting will be Tuesday, January 22nd at 1:00pm in the library. 
Beginning in February, we will go back to our normal 2nd Tuesday of the month schedule. Prompt this month: New 
Beginnings….or any memory you’d like to get down on paper.  
 
Curious but hesitant? No need to write for the first time you attend. Just come and see what fun it is to share our stories. 
Friends are welcome, too. To get on the e-mail reminder list, contact. Reminders, with prompts, are sent out the week prior to 
the meeting.  

 

New Website Is Now Live 
It’s here!  Our new church website launched in December.  If you haven’t checked it out yet, be sure to do so.  The web address 
remains the same (www.winnetkacovenant.org) but it’s a completely new look.  A two-year project of the Outreach Committee, 
headed by Mary Beth Molenaar (Patsy Carlson, Aaron Kaat, Barbara Kazanjian, Linda Kusel, Christine Moolo, René Nelson, 
Joshua Smith), the website showcases the value and vitality of our church, offering a fresh, new welcome to our surrounding 
community. WCC members will also find helpful features:  a devotional blog by our pastors and members (coordinated by 
Pastor Jen); calendar and event reminders; updated Q&A’s with our pastors to help us get to know them better; and a new focus 
on our church history (for example:  do you know the story behind the stained glass in our sanctuary, and how you can take 
your own spiritual journey as you look at it?)  Special thanks go to Rich McClellan (graphics) and Roger Schmitt (technology) 
who have offered their talents to help support the project after the launch.  And a big thanks to our staff and members who have 
helped build a one-of-a-kind gathering place to spiritually grow and worship.  We all shine a little brighter now! 
                 Mary Rhodes, Website Chair 

Congratulations and best wishes to: 

• Lindsay and Kent Salsbery on the birth of 
William Evan on December 1, 2018.  He 
weighed 6 lb., 11 oz. at birth and joined his 
brother Logan at home.  Sandy and Claire 
Macfarland are his grandparents. 

• Paul and Rachel Couleur on the birth of Axel 
John, born December 18th.  Axel was 7 lb., 13 
oz. and 9-1/2 inches long.  He joins his siblings 
Titus, Genevieve, and August in the family.  John 
and Jeanne Couleur are his grandparents. 

 

Pastor Peter’s Sabbatical 
Reminder that Pastor Peter will be on sabbatical from January 1, 2019 through March 31st. 

During this time Pastors Jen and Joel will be on call for pastoral care and any emergency situations. 
We wish Peter and Bonnie a refreshing time of renewal during this sabbatical. 



 

 

  

Winnetka Covenant Church Network  
1200 Hibbard Road          
Wilmette, Illinois, 60091  
847-446-4300  
www.winnetkacovenant.org  

Our Mission 
To be a Christian community and to proclaim the gospel, 

worshiping together in love, nurturing people in faith,  
serving others as Christian disciples,  

and building a world of justice and hope in the name of Christ. 

Guidelines for Loving Relationships 
We hold grace as our highest value.                   

We practice honest, open, direct communication.  
We speak the truth in love and listen in love.    

We believe the best about each other,  
valuing others above ourselves, as Christ does.             

We allow room for mistakes,  
acknowledging that mistakes are part of the growth process. 

We Welcome You to Winnetka Covenant Church 
We are a community of diverse history, ethnicity, viewpoints, 

gender identity and sexual orientation, status, ability, and 
challenges.  We invite you to join us wherever you are on your 

spiritual journey and to participate with us in the life of the church. 

 

 

 
Crossing the River:  Finding Resiliency in Times of Change 

 
We’ve all faced times of change, and the beginning of a new year is the perfect time to reflect on them together. 
Join us on Saturday, January 12th for a 3-hour mini retreat hosted by Lumunos on the topic of transitions. 

We’ll spend time listening to presentations, talking in small groups, and in private reflection. 
To learn more about the retreat or read up on Lumunos, visit www.lumunos.org/winnetka. 

Cost is $30, which includes coffee and bagels; scholarships are available. 
 

Winnetka Covenant Church Winter Camp 
When:  January 31 (late evening arrival) – February 3, 2019 

Where:  Covenant Point Bible Camp on Hagerman Lake in Iron River, MI 
Who:  Anyone from our church family (families and individuals) who would like to spend a weekend away,  

enjoying time with family, fellowship, indoor and outdoor fun activities. 
Pricing:  Adults (age 13 and over): $140 

Age 3-12: $90 
Children under 3:  Free 

Contact Linnea Johnson for more info  
 


