
 Dear WCC family, our brothers and sisters in Christ, 

Grace to you and peace!  

We miss you dearly, and think of you every day. As our region begins to move into the next phase of 

Restore Illinois, Governor Pritzker’s plan for reopening the state, we have been working diligently to 

discern what our next steps should be as a congregation. It is with that conversation in mind, that we 

write to you today. 

Let us begin by reassuring you of how deeply we long to be together. It has been a great joy and 

privilege to find ways to connect remotely with you, from telephone calls to Zoom meetings to Facebook 

worship services – and yet, if we are honest, all of these things pale in comparison to the delight of 

gathering in physical space. However, we hold that desire to be together hand in hand with real concern 

about the health and safety of our congregation and community. Church is a unique space where people 

of every age, stage, and life experience gather together, and because of that, opening our doors 

contains certain risks that not every organization has to face.  

With that in mind, we have decided to extend the cancellation of all in-person programs at our church 

building through the end of phase three of Restore Illinois. The office will remain closed, and the staff 

will work remotely whenever possible. Worship services will be streamed on our church Facebook page, 

on Sundays (at 10 AM, beginning May 31st and continuing through the summer). We will continue to 

offer a variety of programs and groups that meet online, primarily through Zoom, including bible 

studies, youth groups, book clubs, and more. Please check your email, or our website or Facebook page 

for an updated list of these offerings each week.  

These restrictions, however, will be limited to the inside of our building at 1200 Hibbard Road. We can 

safely resume small, outdoor, socially-distanced gatherings in phase three, and will be communicating 

with you about these opportunities soon.  

We wait for the day when we can be together, but we do so actively. Throughout phase three, we will 

be preparing our staff and our building for an official reopening of the church in phase four. We will 

invest in a deep cleaning of the facility, purchase necessary cleaning supplies and personal protective 

equipment, create new systems for entry, exit and facility usage, and more – all with the goal of keeping 

our community safe.  

Please be in touch with questions, concerns, or ways that we can support you during this time. We will 

be in touch in the coming weeks with more information about our reopening plans.  

With love and anticipation for our reunion, 

Pastors Pete, Jen, and Joel  

 

 

 

 

 



Frequently Asked Questions 

Phase three allows non-essential gatherings of up to ten people. Why, then, aren’t we opening the 

church now? 

There are many factors to consider when reopening a building and resuming activities as an 

organization. Chief among these are two measures: contact intensity (the nature of contact between 

people, and the type of contact – i.e. how close), and contact frequency (the number of people come 

into contact with). Churches score very high on both of these measures, indicating high levels of risk for 

resuming our activities together. We shake hands or hug to greet one another, we share food, we sing in 

enclosed spaces – all of these activities put us at risk for transmission. With that in mind, the longer we 

can wait to resume gatherings inside our building, the safer it will be. We need time to deep clean the 

interior, to establish regular cleaning procedures for maintaining a hygienic environment, to train staff 

or volunteers on protocols for admitting people to the building (i.e. symptom checks at the entrance), to 

prepare ourselves for contact tracing if a case appears in our community, and more.  

When can my small group/committee/basketball team resume meeting at church? 

Most likely, in phase four, we will be able to reopen the church building and to resume gatherings of up 

to fifty people. At that time, we will also have to make decisions on particular activities which pose a 

higher risk of transmission between people. Chief among these are “aerosolizing procedures,” things like 

singing, and moderate to strenuous exercise, where people breath heavily or project their voices. 

Basketball, volleyball, and choral groups, therefore, may have to wait even longer to safely resume 

meeting. Bible studies and book groups pose a lower risk and therefore can resume sooner.  

What can I expect when the church does reopen? 

You will be required to wear a mask inside the building at all times, and to enter and exit by designated 

doors. There will also be directions throughout the building for foot traffic, telling you which way to walk 

(similar to the arrows you see on the floor in grocery stores). You will undergo a brief questionnaire 

upon entry, aimed at determining if you are exhibiting any symptoms of COVID-19 or have potentially 

come into contact with COVID-positive people, and you will also have your temperature taken. If you 

satisfactorily complete these assessments, you will be required to sign in, indicate where in the building 

you will be, and sign out upon exit.  

How can I help? 

Several ways! We will need a large supply of non-medical masks (i.e. cloth masks) to hand out to people 

who come to church without one, and to ensure that outside groups using our space are adequately 

supplied. These can be sewn by hand or machine, with simple patterns available online, and donated to 

the church. We will also need lots of hand sanitizer. You can also help by volunteering your time, to 

serve as part of our regular cleaning crew or a greeter who will perform symptom checks and 

temperature scans on people entering the building. Contact any of the pastors for more information.  


