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What’s on your mind right now? 
The question that’s always coming to me is: ‘Where in the world is Jesus?’  That is, 
where is Jesus in the world? 
 
Biggest concern about the church in today’s world? 
It gets back to the first question: are we as the Church following Jesus into the 
world?  Are we with him?  Is our ministry appropriately risky and counter-
cultural? 
 
Your Sunday morning routine? 
No surprise, I’m up early.  And I always leave my sermon intentionally unfinished 
until the sabbath morning.  Because of that I’m anxious, and always skip 
breakfast.  I love being part of the adult formation group, and try to finish up my 
sermon so I can join them. 
 
Best book you’ve read this year? 
I’ll go with The Pietist Option by Chris Gherz and Mark Pattie.  It’s a great 
reminder and fresh take on who we are at our best as a community of faith. 
 
Why should Christians have hope? 
One of the earliest confessions of the Christian Church says it well: ‘Christ has 
died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again!’  Our past, present and future is in the 
hands of our loving, living and gracious God.  This gives us hope as we face the 
sorrow and burdens of life that come along. 
 
 
 
What you wish people driving or biking by our church—who don’t worship 
anywhere—knew. 
That, despite what the church has often witnessed to, God is profoundly FOR you, 
full of love.  That God’s people deeply care and want to support and share your 
journey.  And that our Wednesday night dinners are the best deal on the North 
Shore! 
 



What makes our church special? 
Here’s what I’ve experienced:  that I can be myself, warts and all.  There is an 
authentic spirit at work here, and it extends a lot of grace.  I also love the inter-
generational makeup of our church family.  It’s so good to be in fellowship with 
young and old folks! 
 
What Bible verse right now recharges you? 
I want to spend the rest of my life trying to understand and respond to the 
invitation of Jesus, who says: “Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not 
sacrifice.’  For I have come not to call the righteous, but sinners.” (Matthew 9:13) 
 
The one thing you want people to know about Jesus. 
That he is the earthly essence of the fulness of God’s love, and that he welcomes 
you into new life with him in the world. 
 
You’ve been in the ministry 25 years.  What have you learned? 
That I don’t know everything about God or the Bible—and the worst thing I can 
do is pretend that I do!  That God is much more loving and gracious than we give 
Him credit for.  That ministry is fun and challenging, and a deep joy.  And that we 
all belong, because Jesus welcomes everyone he meets to follow him. 
 
You just celebrated your 25th wedding anniversary.  What would you tell that 
30-year-old groom? 
If you are able to say “I’m sorry” as much as you say “I love you,” your marriage 
can thrive and grown more healthy as the years pass by. 
 
Your perfect summer’s day off. 
Morning coffee and the paper.  Mid-day golf game.  Evening dinner with family or 
friends. 
 
 
What you admire most about your wife Bonnie. 
Bonnie is a tender, loving heart, and she always—always—thinks the best about 
me, even when I blow it.  She is the person in the world who is most like Christ for 
me. 
 
 



What have Winnetka Covenant members taught you? 
I have never served a congregation that is more authentically loving toward one 
another.  I am continually humbled and amazed by the work of the Spirit in this 
community.  It is a safe and healthy place to experience the love of God and grow 
in faith. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


