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What’s on your mind right now? 
Our kids did a great job a last fall updating our members on CHIC, our big 
Covenant Youth Conference, where 5,000 kids gathered in July at the Univ. of 
Tennessee.  Nine kids from our church attended.  It’s an intense trip.  Kids do feel 
anxiety—whether it’s whitewater rafting for the first time, or just navigating a 
jam-packed schedule.  I tell our kids: ‘You don’t give yourself enough credit—you 
can do this.’   Watching them push through the more challenging moments, and 
coming home feeling stronger and more accomplished, is awesome. 
 
Biggest  concern about the church in today’s world? 
Technology has gotten too smart.  Our kids click on social media, and they’re 
targeted with content, ads and people who look and think exactly like they do.  So 
we’re all living in an “us-them” world.  We have access to so much information--
but we only see and read our own point of view.  It’s tough on our kids.  And it’s a 
huge challenge for the church. 
 
 
When did you know you wanted to be a youth pastor? 
In college I wanted to teach Phys Ed.  But working at a Covenant summer camp, I 
realized I wanted to do more--I wanted to be free to really talk with kids, and 
explore the Christian faith I valued.  
 
Best memory growing up? 
Getting to throw out the first pitch at a Minnesota Twins game in the Metrodome 
when I was in sixth grade.  I won an essay contest that got me into the 
“Minnesota Safety Patrol Hall-of-Fame”  and that was part of the prize.  I was 11.  
Still have the jersey I wore that day. 
 
Best movie ever? 
Space Jam.  Love the animation and characters.  We watched it on the bus to 
CHIC.  It never gets old. 
 
 



What have WCC kids taught you? 
How to love well!  These kids love each other, and me and our world so much—
and that makes my life more full and fruitful.  They’ve also taught me that love 
covers a multitude of shortcomings—and I have them!   When you have a real 
relationship with people and care about them, love washes over your mistakes.  
That’s something our world needs to see more of. 
 
What’s the hardest thing about being a high school kid today?   
The fact that the Internet is in their pocket 24/7.  It’s so flashy, and causes so 
much anxiety in our kids.   You get this unrealistic expectation about what your 
life is supposed to be like—all these beautiful, accomplished people.  The truth is, 
life can be pretty mundane.  It’s brutal that this “other world” is so all-consuming.  
My heart breaks for our kids. 
 
Looking back….what’s the one thing you wish you’d known as a kid? 
As a kid, you want to be great.  But all God asks is for us to be faithful.  Kids feel so 
much pressure to be the ‘best’ and the ‘coolest’  at school.  It takes awhile to 
learn what God wants, and to be okay with that. 
 
What do you want kids to know about Jesus? 
That God views them with grace.  Start being easier on yourself.  The world is not 
as graceful to us as God is. 
 
Your perfect summer’s day off. 
I love spikeball.  So, on my perfect day, I’d wake up, head to Gilson Beach, maybe 
catch the sunrise, then play hours of spikeball.  After that I’d head to Homer’s for 
ice cream. The rest of the day, I’d catch up on sports.  Basketball is so interesting 
to me.  “How are these people trying to put that orange ball thru that hoop?” 
 
 
How have you surprised your parents? 
The fact that I talk!  I was shy growing up.  I had a speech impediment--didn’t talk 
much.  When I committed my life to Christ at age 16, I started opening up.  
Started talking more.  Didn’t feel so afraid.  I still get pretty anxious before I 
preach.  It’s a part of my job that humbles me.  I’m always saying, “Okay, God, I 
need you.” 
 



What would you change about the church if you could? 
We all need each other, and we need to admit it.  John 15 says it best:  “I am the 
vine and you are the branches.”   We are here to serve each other’s needs, and 
life is better when we acknowledge that.  Don’t carry all your burdens by yourself. 
 
Favorite Bible verse? 
There’s only one verse on our youth group wall:  2 Corinthians 12:9:  “My grace is 
sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”   Our kids tell me: ‘I 
don’t know if I did that very well.’  I tell them there’s literally a Bible verse that 
promises the Holy Spirit will work through whatever inadequacies or weaknesses 
they feel.   It’s such an encouragement to our kids. 
 
    
 
 
 
 


