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You’re new to Chicago.  Any surprises? 
The total lack of scary bugs.  I’m not kidding--I moved here from the 
South, and their cockroaches are three inches long.  It has nothing to do 
with how clean your house is--they just wander in.  It’s terrifying!  Also, 
you Chicagoans have fireflies!  You live in a charmed state. 
 
What’s on your mind right now? 
Home decorating and nesting.  I’ve just moved into my first real 
apartment in Evanston, and it’s a big change.  In my former job, I lived 
in a converted attic. 
 
You cook!  What’s cooking? 
I just read a great book by Barbara Kingsolver, “Animal, Vegetable, 
Miracle.”  It’s about buying local, unprocessed food and reducing our 
carbon footprint.  I’ve been scoping out the Evanston farmer’s market, 
and I’m inspired!  Also, Pastor Pete gave me Winnetka Covenant’s 
cookbook as a welcome gift.  Looking forward to cooking my way 
through that! 
 
Favorite way to spend a day off in summer? 
Being outside and active!  I’m so lucky to live near the lake.  I’d start the 
day with a swim, then take a long walk on the beach.  Maybe I’d read, 
take a nap.  And dinner would have to be al fresco.  That’s so 
important!  
 
A Christian author who’s helped you in your walk? 
Anne Lamott. the most reverent irreverent author.  She’s just so honest.  
And there’s great poetry in her language.  My favorite book is Help, 
Thanks, Wow: The Three Essential Prayers.   Anne writes about faith in a 



way that doesn’t shy away from the hard, painful events in life.  But I’m 
always so encouraged and enlightened by her words. 
 
You just joined us at Winnetka Covenant.  Why our church? 
I get to do all the things here that I love!  I’m passionate about 
education and bringing people together to explore and learn.  I also 
have this heart for pastoral care and our senior members.  And I get to 
preach.  It felt like a gift from God to have a call that offered all these 
things.   I’m also impressed with Winnetka Covenant’s heart.  You don’t 
shy away from tough conversations--but I see such grace and 
compassion framing the way you speak to each other.  That’s 
something I want to be part of. 
 
Best movie ever? 
Remember the Titans.  I love football, and I grew up watching it with my 
dad.  It combines a great soundtrack; a solid moral lesson about 
triumphing over racism; and an awesome winning football game! 
 
Bible verse that speaks to you most right now? 
Jeremiah 29:11—“For I know the plans I have for you, plans to prosper 
you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”  At my 
former church, we closed each contemporary service singing that verse.  
It became a theme, and they played it on my last day. 
 
Biggest lesson passed on to you by your parents? 
They’re both great servant-leaders.  I grew up watching my dad, a 
church chairman, lead meetings.  But just as often, I’d see him washing 
dishes in the church kitchen or setting up chairs.  And you’ll find my 
mom, when our church holds its big fair, locked away in the church 
office, managing the books.  She helps our neighbors a lot, too, putting 
away trash cans, doing whatever she can.  I really think that’s how Jesus 
lived.  I’m lucky to have their example. 
 



The poet Robert Frost plays a special role in your spiritual life.   
Why? 
In my first year of seminary, I took a speech class and struggled.  I’m not 
a born public speaker.  So one time, I had to memorize a poem and 
recite it.  I chose Robert Frost’s “Acquainted with the Night.”  That 
changed everything.   I think I really connected with Frost, who’s a quiet 
New Englander.  He’s not dramatic, and neither am I.  But I found my 
voice in that poem. I learned I could be authentic, and speaking flowed 
naturally.   Today I enjoy it! 
 
If you could travel anywhere…. 
I’d go with my sister.  She works for the United Nation’s Food and 
Agriculture Organization, and has lived so many places.  She’s a great 
traveler.  In fact, last March, when I got the call from Pete to come 
interview with this church, I was in Africa visiting my sister.   Next on 
my wish list:  Spain and Amsterdam. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


