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Stuck in the Middle 
 

This year I’ve returned to an old favorite for my morning devotional.  It’s a collection 
of reflections by Shauna Niequist called “Savor,” and this week one of her writings hit 
at something that I feel about this time every winter. 
 
In any journey, she writes, 
 

“At the beginning, you have buoyancy and a little arrogance.  The journey looks 
beautiful and bright, and you are filled with resolve and silver strength, sure that 
you will face it with optimism and chutzpah. 

 

And the end is beautiful.  You are wiser, better, deeper.  The end is revelation, 
resolution, a soft place to land. 

 

But, oh, the middle.  The middle is fog, exhaustion, loneliness, the daily battle 
against despair and the nagging fear that tomorrow will be just like today, only 
you’ll be wearier and less able to defend yourself against it. 

 
All you can ask for, in the middle, are sweet moments of reprieve in the company 
of people you love.  For a few hours, you’ll feel protected by the goodness of 
friendship and life around the table, and that’s the best thing I can imagine.” 

 

To a degree, this is how I feel most Januaries.  In November and December, when the 
temperatures start to really drop, when snow becomes less of a dream and more of a 
reality with salt-scattered sidewalks and icy car windows, at least there is comfort of 
harvest celebrations, of Thanksgiving pies and Christmas holly.  But in January, when 
the snow keeps piling up, and I’ve forgotten what it’s like to feel the tips of my toes, I 
start to grow weary.  Weary of the constant winter colds, weary of snow finding its 
way into my boots and down my sleeves, weary of puddles from melting ice dotting 
the floor near my apartment doors. 
 
In time, I know, the crocuses will sprout.  The slush will turn into muddy rivers that 
run down the gutters, the grass will turn green again and I can start shedding the extra 
layers of thermal clothes.  But in the middle, here, in the dark of winter after the 
brightness of the holidays, I think Shauna is right.  All we can ask for is reprieve for a 
few hours from the cold and the dark.  For tables to gather at with friends, for rooms 
which are so full of love and light that it burns off the frost around our weary hearts. 
 
I feel that every Sunday when we gather together, and every Wednesday night when 
we share supper, songs, and study.  I feel that in the warmth of our fellowship, the 
laughter over coffee hour, the brightness of our sanctuary windows and the deep 
reverberation of the organ pipes.  Something warm, and welcoming, and invigorating.  
Sacred 
 

Shauna wasn’t writing just about church in this passage, but she may as well have 
been.  It is, after all, a place that reminds me so often about the “goodness of 
friendship and life around the table.”  For that, and for each of you, I am so deeply 
grateful.  Grateful, even, for this season of being “in the middle,” since it shows me 
how richly blessed I am. 
           Jen Christianson 
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Adult Sunday School 2018-19:  “Shalom” 
“The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious to you;  

the Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.” Numbers 6:24-26 
 
Every Sunday, when we sing these words to one another as a benediction, we are offering a blessing of shalom: may God’s 
peace, shalom, be with you. While “peace” is perhaps the most well-known definition, in fact this Hebrew word has a variety of 
different meanings, from soundness and contentment to welfare and friendship.  Throughout the coming months, we’ll explore 
many different meanings of shalom together, and discuss how we can cultivate it: as individuals, as a church, a city, a whole 
world.   
 
Join us as we continue our study with a unit on cultivating shalom across difference.  Throughout this series, we will use a 
curriculum called “Different but not Divided:  Practicing a Third Way.”  Each week, we’ll watch a short video, and spend time 
in both large group discussion and small group conversations.  Members of the congregation will serve as facilitators.  Study 
concludes February 10th. 
 

February 17th:  Shalom in our Congregation 
 

Come and listen to a special session by members of our own WCC family as they share about how participating in men’s and 
women’s ministries has helped them to cultivate shalom.  We will hear from members of the Next Chapter, the Saturday 
morning men’s group, and more. 
 

February 24th:  Intergenerational Sunday School 
 

We’ll break from our study with a gathering for all ages! 
 

Christian Formation at Winnetka Covenant 

Sunday School for all ages, from 9:30 – 10:30 a.m.  
Infant & toddler nursery care is provided in the nursery, room 103 (first floor) 

2 & 3-year-olds are in the preschool room 101 (first floor) 
4-year-olds and kindergarten are in room 104 (first floor, next to the elevator) 

Rotation Sunday School for grades 1-5, in various locations (see details below) 
Junior High Sunday School in the youth room (second floor) 

Senior High Sunday School in the youth pastor’s office (first floor) 
Adult Sunday School in the Upper Room (details below) 

 

Children’s Rotation Sunday School 
Rotation Sunday School for Grades 1-5  
 
Kids experience a different workshop each week 
to explore the Bible Story in different 
ways.  Check the schedules posted around 
church for which workshop your child will be 
attending each week. 
 

Unit 4 – The Prodigal Son – January 27, February 10 & 17  
 
Workshops: 
Games:  Hear the story of the Prodigal Son, reenacting it using special 
metaphors.  Kids will build a wall and bridge to symbolize their 
relationship with God. 
Food:  Kids will become the servants to the Prodigal Son’s family, 
preparing the feast.  As they cook or bake they will be encouraged to think 
about and voice the various family members’ opinions about the event. 
Puppetry:  Kids will learn the story of the Prodigal Son and create a 
puppet show using a contemporary parable of God’s love, The Runaway 
Bunny, by Margaret Wise Brown 
 
On February 3, children from age 4 through 5th grade will join together 
for a combined class. 
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Wednesday evening study:  Conversations about Transitions 

It’s a new year, and for many of us that means thinking about change and transition.  Whether you love making resolutions, are 
anticipating a new chapter this year, or are processing a change from last year, come and join us on Wednesday nights. We are 
using William Bridges’ book Transitions:  Making Sense of Life’s Changes (available on Amazon) as well as stories from 
scripture to guide our conversations.  Feel free to order the book and read along, though prereading is not required!  All are 
welcome.  Study will conclude on February 27th. 

 

It Takes a Village! 
After YEARS of faithful service in maintaining our Library, Lois Olson is retiring from her volunteer position.  We are truly 
grateful for all of her behind-the-scenes work and the many hours she has spent cataloguing and managing our extensive 
collection of books, tapes, periodicals, and dvds. 
 
It is going to take a whole committee to replace her!  Judi Geake has volunteered to head up the committee but readily admits 
that she is not a librarian.  Therefore, she would like to solicit volunteers from the congregation to help her out.  It would be 
wonderful if some of those who volunteer would have a background in library science but there will need for others as well. 
 
As soon as the committee has formed, a questionnaire will be designed and sent to the congregation to determine how the 
library is currently being used and to solicit ideas for future uses as well.  ARE YOU WILLING TO HELP?  Please contact Judi 
Geake to volunteer. 

Retreats 
February is usually retreat season at Winnetka Covenant Church and this year is no different.  Each weekend in February holds 
a different retreat.  We ask you to keep your fellow congregation members in your prayers – for safety in traveling and while at 
camp, for new and strengthened relationships, for fun, and for new insights into the love of God.  The retreats are: 

• January 31–February 3 – all-church-family winter retreat at Covenant Point Bible Camp 
• February 8-10 – women’s retreat at Covenant Harbor Bible Camp 
• February 15-18 – senior high one-life retreat at Covenant Point 
• February 22-24 – trailblazer retreat at Covenant Harbor 
• Looking ahead, the men will be in retreat at Covenant Harbor March 15-17 (info on page 6) 

 

Prairie Brass Band Concert 

On Sunday, February 24th at 2 p.m., the Prairie Brass Band will perform a benefit concert at Winnetka Covenant Church for 
the North Park Friendship Center.  The program (about an hour long) will include marches, hymn arrangements, and a sing-
along.  It will be an upbeat concert, perfect for a cold Chicago midwinter.  It is open, with no admission, to the public.  There 
will be a free will offering for the Center.  Invite your friends to this upbeat midwinter concert! 

 

Calling Singles of all ages! 

Are you interested in getting together, occasionally, for lunch with other singles, after church on Sundays?  Please contact Judi 
Geake to let her know of your interest. 

 

Annual Meeting 

The church annual meeting will be held on Wednesday, February 6 at 6:00 p.m.  A pizza supper will precede the meeting at 
5:30.  All church members are encouraged to come and be a part of the decisions that will be made for the coming year. 



 4 

Trustee Notes 
 
Trustee Board’s Financial Update  
 

Here is the financial news as of the end of 2-18 (numbers not completely finalized): 
 

Pledged and non-pledged giving totaled $822,455 
Total General Fund income = $952,057 
Total Operating expenses = $1,007,736 (including capital expenditures) 
Net Operating income = ($55,679) 
Debt payments = $47,580 
Net deficit = ($103,259) 
Net deficit w/o depreciation = ($48,259) 

 
We did not meet our budgeted income, and due to some unplanned repairs to our church plant, we exceeded our operating 
expense budget.  However, all bills were paid and payrolls met. 
 
To date, we have now received 105 pledges totaling close to $680,000.  As you can imagine, the Trustees face a significant 
challenge in budgeting for 2019.  Won’t you please prayerfully consider pledging to our church for 2019?  No matter the 
amount your faithful promise will enable us to better plan for ministry in our community and for God’s kingdom in 2019.  
There is a pledge link on the new website, or you may reach out to the church for a form. 
 
And please plan to attend the congregational meeting on February 6 at 6PM as we present the budget.  This is your church 
community.  We look forward to your input into planning for the year ahead. 
 
Again from Henri Nouwen’s A Spirituality of Fundraising: 

“Those who need money and those who can give money meet on the common ground of God’s love.  ‘God is able to 
provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that … you may share abundantly in every good work.’ (2 Cor. 9:8)” 

 
I pray you will join us in supporting Winnetka Covenant Church’s efforts to build up the kingdom of God. 
 

Julie Bromley, Trustee board chair 

Youth & Young Adult News 

Jr. High Event, “Movie Night in the Youth Room!” 
Friday, February 23rd, 7 p.m. – 9 p.m. 
Bring your comfy clothes & we will bring the tasty snacks!  We will vote on which movie we will watch at Confirmation on 
February 10th!  Invite friends to this fun time together to relax after a week of school. 
 
Young Adult Event, “A Taste of Summer” 
Monday, February 25th, starting at 6:30 p.m. 
Are you tired of snow & ready for some fun in the sun … or inside Winnetka Covenant?  The Young Adults are combining with 
Monday Night Volleyball (a pick-up game that happens every week at church) and adding various lawn games that will be 
played throughout the church.  There will be snacks, friends (both new & old) and good vibes all around!  Come when you can 
and leave when you need to. 
 
For all upcoming information & updates, please: 
Give Pastor Joel your email, if you aren’t getting the Youth Ministry Email Blasts & want to be. 
Also follow us on Instagram @wincovyoumin 
And subscribe to our Youtube Channel: Winnetka Covenant Youth Ministry 
And walk into the Youth Room to see our beautiful Upcoming 2 Months Calendar on our Bulletin Board 

Do you order through Amazon? 

Winnetka Covenant Church receives funds through the Amazon Smiles program. 
Go to smile.amazon.com and follow the instructions for designating a percentage of your shopping to be directed to WCC. 
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Mission Opportunities 

A Just Harvest – February 7th and 21st, at 1:00 p.m., cooking in our kitchen. New participants are always welcome to 
join the cooking crew.  On the 21st we are asked to send a crew to the Kitchen to serve the food.  Leave from church at about 
4:30 and return about 7:00.  Contact Mary Beth Kovacic to volunteer or with questions. 
 

Greater Chicago Food Depository – Our February date is the 16th and, looking ahead, our March date will be 
the 16th.  Please help with this meaningful and rewarding ministry of repacking donated food.  Everyone 14 and older is 
welcome. Please contact Rachel Rescorl or Debbie O’Donovan to register, arrange carpools, or ask questions.  Our work there 
benefits the North Park Friendship Center. 
 

Summer Intergenerational Mission Trip Informational Meeting – Winnetka Covenant is planning a 
mission trip to the Covenant Mountain Mission Bible Camp in Jonesville, VA for this coming June 22nd – 29th.  We will provide 
the staffing for a week of camp, filling all varieties of jobs, from teaching, kitchen help, leading crafts, games, and music, camp 
nurse, etc.  Whatever your skills, there will be a place for you.  The opportunity is open to all ages, including families with 
young children.   
 
If you have any interest at all in this trip, please attend an information meeting on Sunday, February 10th at 9:30 a.m. in 
room 203/205.  The meeting will include information about the trip and will provide a time to ask questions.  If you are unable 
to attend, please contact Pastor Joel and let him know of your interest. 
 

From the Outreach Committee 

Picture Directory - Sign up Now!  

Lifetouch photographers will take family and individual pictures on: 

• Thurs., Feb. 28th, 1:00-8:00 pm, at Covenant Village 
• March 1st, 1:00-8:00 pm and March 2nd, 10:00-5:00 pm at WCC 
• April 26th, 1:00-8:00 pm and April 27th, 10:00-5:00 pm at WCC 

There are three ways to schedule your photo session: 

1.   Sign up on the WCC web site:  http://www.winnetkacovenant.org/.  The link will be live soon! 

2.   Sign up after church in the narthex 

3.   Call Lifetouch at 1-866-756-0281, Mon.-Fri, 8-4 pm Central. 

Each family receives a complimentary 8x10 photograph and a free directory for participating - plus the opportunity to purchase 
additional photographs. 

It's been a few years since our last directory, and there are many new faces at WCC!   We hope everyone will participate. 

Memoir Group 
The Memoir Group is open to anyone interested in getting their family stories down on paper and sharing those stories with 
others in the group.  Both men and women attend. Our next meeting will be Tuesday, February 12th at 1:00p.m., in the 
library.  Prompt this month:  anything heart-related or Valentine’s-related.  For instance, how was Valentine’s Day celebrated in 
your school growing up?  Did you make your own valentines?  Were there any family traditions around Valentine’s Day?  As 
usual, anything you want to write about is fine. 
 
Curious but hesitant? No need to write for the first time you attend. Just come and see what fun it is to share our stories. 
Friends are welcome, too. To get on the e-mail reminder list, contact Judi Geake. Reminders, with prompts, are sent out the 
week prior to the meeting.  
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Following are ongoing groups for the women of the church.  
They all welcome new participants at any time. 
 
 
Friendship Circle – (formerly Quilters, Knitters, etc.) – We 
no longer do any quilting, but now meet at 11:30 on the second 
Thursday of the month for lunch at the Bistro at Covenant 
Village and stay for a time of fellowship.  Although we meet at 
the Village, all senior women are encouraged to join us.  In 
February the date is the 14h.  Contact Gladys Johnson. 
 
 
 
Next Chapter News & Events -   
Next Chapter will meet at 1:00 p.m., Thursday, February 
14th  in the narthex for a Valentine’s Day celebration.  Do you 
have a piece of heart-shaped memorabilia?  Bring it for show and 
tell!  Watch the weekly bulletins for details about the speaker. 
 
Next Chapter welcomes any woman in a new chapter of life, or 
who has the time and the desire to make new friends. Contact 
Judi Geake to get e-mail announcements of spontaneous outings 
(like Morning Movies) and reminders of upcoming events. 

 

Women’s Ministries 
 
Sharing Group – We cordially invite all Winnetka 
Covenant women to join us on the fourth Thursday of 
each month at 12:00 noon for lunch and fellowship.  We 
will meet on February 28th at Baker’s Square.  You’ll 
enjoy the fellowship.  Call Gladys Johnson with 
questions. 
 
Stitch and Study – Stitch and Study, combining 
prayer, conversation, and craft/needlework projects, meets 
on the third Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at the home 
of Marilynn Nelson. New participants are always 
welcome to come with or without a project.  In February 
we meet on the 19th. 
 
Tuesday Morning Bible Study – 9:30 a.m.  - A 
study in the book of Proverbs has begun.  We all are 
looking for “how to” guides to help us fulfill our lives. 
The book of Proverbs is a gold mine of godly wisdom that 
is timeless in its truth and practical application.  Join us as 
we search thru these almost “Twitter- like” bits of advice 
and meet the ONE who is the source of all wisdom. Study 
guides will be available in class. Coffee and friendship 
complete our gathering!  Questions:  Joann Larson.  
 
 

Men’s Ministries 
Join other men of the church on the first three Saturdays of each month at 8:00 a.m. for men’s fellowship.  This is a time of 
fellowship and discussion. 
 
Lumunos Men’s Retreat – March 15th – 17th 
The annual Lumunos Men’s Retreat has the theme, Male in a Whale, the Sequel.  Thirteen years ago the retreat used the story 
of Jonah and the Whale to spark spiritual growth, inspire laughter, and gain insight into the kind of men we want to be in the 
world.  It is time for a return to this simple and complicated story. 
 
In 2019 the themes from Jonah are even more relevant.  This story invites us to think about the importance of: 

• What is good and what is bad about our anger; 
• How to find prayer and renewal time in our busy and sometimes stormy lives; 
• Actions and decisions that move us toward God rather than away from God; 
• How to relate positively with people who have different views or perspectives than us. 

Plan to join facilitators Brian Madvig and Doug Wysockey-Johnson on this journey through the book of Jonah, with Joel Brand 
and friends providing music.  The retreat will be March 15th at 4:00 p.m. to the 17th at 12:00 noon at Covenant Harbor Bible 
Camp in Lake Geneva, WI.  More information and registration available on the Lumunos web site – www.lumunos.org. 
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Family News             

Mailbox 
Dear Pastor Hawkinson, John Wallgren & all my friends 
at Winnetka Covenant Church, 
 Thank you so much for your Christmas gift to me.  I 
enjoy working with you folks weekly for the past 10 years 
(yes, it has been that long!).  I will continue on as long as 
possible.  I enjoy the people and the work I do.  Best 
wishes for a peaceful and prosperous new year. 
      John Donlan 
      Your Sunday bus driver 
 
Greetings in Jesus Name, 
 Just a note to say thank you for the lovely Christmas 
celebration on December 22nd at JPUSA for the seniors.  
Your kindness and God’s love was and is quite evident. 
 There are many seniors who need to know Jesus 
“really” loves them and desires fellowship with them.  
Seeds were planted and watered on the 22nd. 
 Blessings to all for this coming year.  May we draw 
closer to Jesus.  He is the only hope in this very troubled 
world. 
     Humbly & Respectfully, 
     Pam Verdin, Friendly Towers 
 
 
Dear Church Family, 
 We want to thank you for your generous gift to us at 
Christmas.  It is a privilege to serve at Winnetka Covenant 
Church among such a wonderful congregation. 
      Winnetka Covenant Staff 
 
 
 

Congratulations and best wishes to: 

• Andy and Holly McGregor on the birth of Isla 
Edelweiss McGregor on December 28th.  Isla 
was 8 lb., 2 oz. and 21 inches.  Tekla and Pippa 
are her adoring big sisters.  Her grandmothers are 
Marcia McGregor and Beth Rolander. 

• Sean and Sabina Kelly,  who have both 
completed their time of active duty in the army.  
We thank them for their service. 

Many thanks to all those who helped to make Christmas 
special for the seniors at Friendly Towers.  Those of us who 
were at the party see their faces as we call their names and 
the children bring their gift to them.  Thanks to Ellie, Maja, 
and Harper Bassett who helped us.  Also thanks to the 
Hawkinson sisters who provided music. 
        Gladys Johnson 
 
 
Dear Winnetka Covenant Friends, 
 I want to express our deep gratitude for the sabbatical 
you’ve given to Pete.  This is a tremendous gift, and we are so 
very grateful to all of you.  We’re thankful for a time of rest 
and refreshment, and are looking forward to our adventure in 
Israel and Egypt.  What an enriching experience this will be!  
Know that we love you all very much, and are missing you 
already.  Blessings on Pastor Jen, Pastor Joel, our fabulous 
staff and church leaders during this time, and thanks to all of 
you for making this sabbatical possible.  Also, thank you so 
much for the Christmas gift you gave to us. 
 May God bless and keep you all.  We thank you from the 
bottom of our hearts. 
       Bonnie and Pete 
       (Bonnie and Hawk?) 
 
 
Dear friends, 
 Steve, Peter and I would like to thank each of you for 
prayers during the illness and recent death of our mother, 
grandmother, and mother-in-law.  Marguerite Newsome 
enjoyed many visits at Winnetka Covenant Church and spent 
several months worshiping here in 2014/2015. 
 The many cards, texts, Facebook notes, and prayers 
have meant a lot to us as we adjust to her earthly absence. 
       In Christ, 
       Mollie Newsome Sudhoff 



 

 

  

Winnetka Covenant Church Network  
1200 Hibbard Road          
Wilmette, Illinois, 60091  
847-446-4300  
www.winnetkacovenant.org  

Our Mission 
To be a Christian community and to proclaim the gospel, 

worshiping together in love, nurturing people in faith,  
serving others as Christian disciples,  

and building a world of justice and hope in the name of Christ. 

Guidelines for Loving Relationships 
We hold grace as our highest value.                   

We practice honest, open, direct communication.  
We speak the truth in love and listen in love.    

We believe the best about each other,  
valuing others above ourselves, as Christ does.             

We allow room for mistakes,  
acknowledging that mistakes are part of the growth process. 

We Welcome You to Winnetka Covenant Church 
We are a community of diverse history, ethnicity, viewpoints, 

gender identity and sexual orientation, status, ability, and 
challenges.  We invite you to join us wherever you are on your 

spiritual journey and to participate with us in the life of the church. 

 

 
All-Church Skating Party 

Sunday, March 10, 4:30 – 6:30 p.m. 

ALL AGES Ice Skating and Pizza at Centennial Ice Rink in Wilmette. 

Skating will be from 4:30 – 5:30 and Pizza will be available from 5:30 – 6:30. 

Rent skates or bring your own. 

To help with planning, please RSVP to Linnea Johnson by March 9. 

We will definitely account for last minute additions to the group, so if you don’t RSVP, please still join us! 


