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From the Bishop’s Desk 
 
Partners in ministry across South Dakota, 
 
Grace and peace to you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit! 
- I would like to use this opportunity to invite you to our "Fall Leadership Night". Please, 
join us on Zoom for an evening with your ministry partners. We had a zoom gathering for 
leaders in the Spring, over 100 congregation leaders gathered to spend an hour discern-
ing and learning "I have been elected to council, now what?" This fall we hope to gather 
as many lay and rostered leaders to think about stewarding the church into the future. 
Representatives from Portico, Lutheran Planned Generosity will join your synod staff in a 
1 1/2 hour interactive time with you.  
 
I understand that Zoom is not everyone's favorite way to meet, but we can invite many 
partners around the table that we would not be able to gather into a physical space, be-
cause they are spread out. As we move into the future, strengthening our partnership 
and relationship with those that journey with us is essential and the truth is that not all 
partners are close to where we are in physical location. What matters is that we all focus 
on the same thing proclaiming the Living Word and hope that is found in Christ alone. 
And yes, that may need to look different than it did a few years ago. But if we believe 
God is at work in HIS church and is at the heart of what we do and believe, we can pivot. 
I have full trust in the people of the South Dakota Synod. Therefore mark your calendars 
for Sunday, October 10th from 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm. A zoom link w ill be sent to all 
those who register. You can access the registration link via the synod's webpage sdsyn-
od.org/layleader. And as always, spread the word in a good way let's go 
"viral" with the leaders' night.  
 
Journeying in Christ with you,  
Rev. Constanze Hagmaier 
Bishop of the South Dakota Synod, ELCA 
 

 Sunday mornings, 9:00 a.m., Trinity choir         

rehearsal in the balcony 

 Sunday mornings, 9:00 a.m., Coffee     

fellowship in the narthex (gathering area) 
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A Digital Reformation 

Rev. Jonathan Steiner 

At the end of this month, we will celebrate Reformation Day, our annual festival marking the 
Holy Spirit stirring Martin Luther and other church leaders to action.  With a faithful vision of 
the church, Martin Luther and the other reformers used new tools in their world to proclaim 
the Gospel and spread the Good News. 
 
In our world, and quite likely in your church, we have been wrestling with how to best use 
our own modern tools: internet broadcast for worship, digital Bible studies, and social     
media.  Although we were pushed to use them by the pandemic, their usefulness remains 
for the future.  This is an opportunity to reimagine how we spend our time and resources as 
part of our ongoing ministry. 
 
Let me be clear, digital tools should still drive us into relationship with one another, still bind 
us to one another as the body of Christ.  If we are becoming more isolated, then we are 
misusing the tools.  Yet the opportunity remains to connect with those who are already iso-
lated in new ways. 
 
Blessings to you and your community as we continue the work of the Reformation, as we 
open ourselves up to the Holy Spirit as we are transformed by the love of God we know 
through Christ. 
 
 
Another Way to Stay Connected 
 
Last month, I wrote about how one of the biggest challenges I have faced as Companion 
Synod Coordinator was in helping those of us here in South Dakota feel connected with our 
brothers and sisters in Christ in Nicaragua and Cameroon, especially in a time where the 
COVID-19 pandemic has made travel to those countries unsafe.  
 
Technology can help, but I discussed how keeping each other in prayer can help build and 
sustain connections between us, no matter how far apart we are. Another way to help us 
stay connected, which I wanted to bring to your attention this month is sharing our stories. 
In particular, for those of us who have travelled to either Nicaragua or Cameroon to share 
the stories of their experiences of how they saw God at work in those places, and of the re-
lationships and friendships they made with our brothers and sisters there. Share with your 
families, your friends, your congregation, or wherever else you think people should hear 
them! 
 
Being still somewhat new in this role, I too, would welcome you to share your stories and 
insights with me. I’ve been amazed at the stories I have heard from those I have met who 
have travelled to our companion synods, and just how much those experiences have 
changed their lives and deepened their faith.  
 
Thank you for sharing your stories and keeping our companion synods in your prayers! If 
you would like to share your story with me, or ask any questions, please feel free to reach 
out to me at companion-synod@sdsynod.org.  
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The Call Process page on the SD Synod website is new!  
 
To find it, go to www.sdsynod.org, and click on “call process” in the upper right-hand cor-
ner of the home page. Scroll down until you see “Congregations in Transition.” There will 
be seven tabs on the left in blue. You can click on each tab to see each category: 
  

In Process:  Congregations/Parishes who are forming their call committee and actively 
working on their Ministry Site Profile. 

Accepting Names:  Congregations/Parishes who have formed a call committee, complet-
ed their Ministry Site Profile and Ministry Site Study, and are currently accepting 
names. 

Interviewing (*= final candidate):  Congregations/Parishes currently interviewing 
candidates. 

Calls Extended:  Congregations/Parishes who have extended a call. 
Installations/Ordinations:  Individuals being ordained and/or installed. 
Call Process Yet To Begin 
Synod Authorized Ministry (SAM) Sites 

  
Every week we will do our best to update each category. Thank you for holding all of our 
congregations, interims, pastors, deacons, and synod authorized ministers in prayer! 
 
 
Straight Off the Truck 
  
What if you could grow the impact of your generosity?   Writing a check might be the sim-
plest way to make a gift.  But it may also be the least tax-efficient.  During this harvest 
season, consider how you can make a difference straight off the truck.  
  
What is a gift of grain? 
“Honor the Lord with your substance and with the first fruits of all your produce.” 
―Proverbs 3:9 
If you farm, your crops are your life and the livelihood for which you work so hard. You 
nurture them from the time you plant until the time you harvest. Sharing your gifts of grain 
to support the ministries you care about most — your congregation included — is a mean-
ingful way you can share your harvest with others.   
  
Why should I make a gift of grain?  What are the benefits? 
Using stored commodities or unsold inventory to make a current gift, you can maximize the 
benefit to ministry while reducing taxable income. No income is recorded on a gift of grain, 
but production costs remain as part of the farm’s overall deductible expenses. Visit 
www.lpgsd.org for more details, including an example of how a gift of grain or livestock 
can have a greater impact than a cash donation.  
  
A gift to your congregation or another ELCA ministry is easy with the help of Lutheran 
Planned Generosity of South Dakota.  Please contact Kathy McHenry at 
605.274.5030 or kmchenry@sdsynod.org in advance of any gift at your local el-
evator or sale barn.  You should consult your tax professional for advice specific 
to your situation.  

http://www.sdsynod.org
http://www.sdsynod.org
http://www.lpgsd.org
http://www.lpgsd.org
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 “Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all the earth.”                                             

  

The choir rehearses each Sunday at 9:00 AM in the balcony.  

 

 “Worship the Lord with gladness; come into his presence with singing." (Psalm 100)  

October Mission of the Month 

 
 
 
 Each Wednesday evening we have BLAST and CONFIRMATION  
 BLAST meal: 5:30 PM in the Fellowship hall 
 BLAST classes: 6:00 PM—7:00 PM 
 Teachers, supper-meal providers and kitchen helpers are needed:  
The link to sign up to teach:    
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1VGkqt6i3ysOanJoPYCXTlli9WT3Oy-p-PT8H4luZ9w4/edit?usp=sharing 
  
The link to sign up for supper:    
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4facac29a0fec52-supper 
  
 Sunday, October 17: Kindergarteners will receive their own beginners Bible and children who attend 

BLAST sing during worship 
 
     CONFIRMATION 
 
 6:00—7:15 PM Sixth, Seventh, and Eighth graders attend Confirmation class 
 
 Sunday, October 31: Ninth graders are confirmed  
 
 The High School Youth Gathering plans to go to Minneapolis, MN, July 24-28, 2022.  Registration    

begins soon.  Find more information:  https://elca.org/YouthGathering.  The theme is, “boundless: 
God beyond measure,” based on Ephesians 3:19 CEV. “I want you to know all about Christ’s 
love, although it is too wonderful to be measured. Then your lives will be filled with all 
that God is.” 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

  Youth & Family MINISTRY 
 

BLAST Email:  blast@trinityvermillion.org 

Salvation Army 
 
Those in need of assistance from Salvation Army should call (605) 658-0118. Intake information can be         
conducted by phone.  
 
Mail donations to: Community Connections Center, 9 Court Street, Vermillion, SD.  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1VGkqt6i3ysOanJoPYCXTlli9WT3Oy-p-PT8H4luZ9w4/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4facac29a0fec52-supper
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Men’s scripture study: Wednesdays at 8:00 a.m. in the Sletw old room  

Women’s scripture study: Wednesdays, 10:00 a.m. in the Sletwold room. 

 

 

Piecemakers Quilters: Thursdays at 10:00 AM in the quilting room (across from 

Fellowship hall). 

 
 
DIVAS  “Divinely Inspired Victorious And Serving”. We are younger women who seek    
to have a deeper understanding of what it means to be Christian. We usually meet once 
each month (at a person’s home or another location).  
 
If you are interested in joining or would like more information, please contact Jennifer Law 
at:  jenmadsen216@yahoo.com 
 

“Keep The Campfires Burning” 
 
An Appeal to strengthen the ministry of Lutherans Outdoors in South Dakota. 
 
For more than 60 years the camps and programs of Lutherans Outdoors in South Dakota have been 
touching the lives of thousands of children, families and adults each year. Great programs have reached 
people of all ages, abilities and walks of life. In 2020 this continuum of ministry was disrupted and     
canceled due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 2021 will renew LO’s legacy of ministry and programs, on         
a limited basis, will slowly return and participation will grow as conditions permit.  
 
There is more information on the bulletin board by the coffee counter in the narthex.  

Thank you for continuing to fill the grocery cart in narthex with non-

perishable items.       

    

Demand at the pantry is high.  Your help is appreciated.     

 

Mail monetary donations to: Vermillion Food Pantry, PO Box 103, Vermillion, SD.  

Sharing the Dream Store, 10 W. Main Street, Vermillion has gifts for a variety of occasions.  
 
Stop in to visit. Stay awhile and see all that is new.  Sharing the Dream in Guatemala began in 1996 with 

the dream of promoting sustainable fair trade by providing fair wages and employment opportunities 
to low-income artisans. We work with more than 20 cooperatives and small businesses that use     
traditional Maya techniques to create unique, handmade products. The purchase of these crafts not 
only provides an income for these artisans, but also supports community development projects in 
Guatemala.  

 
Visit and shop online at: https://sharingthedream.org  

mailto:jenmadsen216@yahoo.com
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Stephen Ministry 
We are fully feeling people.  

Jesus wept. When Jesus stood in front of Lazarus’s tomb and saw how 

painful the death was for Lazarus’ family and friends, he broke into tears. 

This is just one example of Jesus, “The author and perfecter of our 

faith” (Hebrews 12:2) as a man of deep feelings. Jesus felt compassion1, 

cared for his mother from the cross2, expressed anger at Peter3, and even    

enjoyed friends and a party4. Jesus showed us that feelings are proper and 

pleasing to God, and he invites us to be fully feeling people.  

Fully experiencing our feelings is challenging because while feelings can 

be delightful, they can also be very painful.  

Stephen Ministry involves ministry to help care for another person and 

their feelings: Helping to carry some of the most difficult feelings people 

bear—sadness, fear, and despair; Sharing and caring in the feelings of joy, 

hope, and gratitude.  

Stephen Ministers, as the caregivers, partner with you and with God to 

listen, care, and serve you in the ways you need. God is the curegiver.          

He loves us. Oh, how He loves us—His fully feeling people.  

 

 October’s Mission of the Month is the Salvation Army 

 Ian Kocher, Luke Most, Susanne Steenholdt and Stephanie Kocher 

will be our pianists/organists throughout the coming year.  

  Holy Communion will be celebrated the first, third and fifth week-

end each month and also for special services 

 Green lightbulbs are available for purchase (supporting veterans) 

 The BLAST program, coordinated by Alyssa Walker, needs teachers, 

meal preparers and kitchen helpers  

 Confirmation, led by Pastor Fowler and parents, is using the “Head 

to Heart”  curriculum “Faith 5”. 

 The adult choir, directed by Paul Almjeld, will sing the first and third 

Sundays each month 

SEPTEMBER COUNCIL Highlights 

Bible  
References 

1Matthew 
9:36, 
14:14, 
15:32, 
and 
20:34 

2John 
19:26-
27 

3Mark 8:33 
4Luke 7:33

-34 
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Ways to make financial contributions to the mission and ministries of Trinity: 

 

In Person Gifts may be given during worship or in the office during regular business hours.  

 

By Mail Envelopes for individuals and families are available from the church office. P lease let 
us know when you need more. 

 

Bank Transfer Recurring payment sent directly from your bank to the church. 

 

By Vanco Mobile App Using your cell phone or tablet, download the new  app from the Google 
Play or Apple App Store and follow the onscreen directions. You can use your existing user name and 
password.   

 

Online at trinityvermillion.org  Click the box.   

 

 

 

Contact Information  

Office Phone: 605-624-4442 

Jim Fowler, Pastor: jim@trinityvermillion.org / voice mailbox 1 
Paul Almjeld, Director Trinity Choir 
Karla Tawzer, Office Manager: office@trinityvermillion.org / voice mailbox 2 
 
Congregation Officers 
Alyssa Walker, President  Teresa Gilbertson, Vice-President 
Leanne Brown, Treasurer  Wess Pravecek, Council Secretary 
 
Committee Chairperson/Council Member 
Cindy Lias, Care and Health  
Crystal Moeller, Education, Discipleship, Youth and Family 
Mary Berglin, Worship and Music 
Cyndie Madsen, Evangelism, Outreach, Welcome and Community 
Keith Joy, Finance, Administration and Property 
Susan Almjeld, Stewardship and Giving 

 
 

 

 

Make a Donation 



 

 8 

Holy Baptism & New Members 

Ordination—Scott Timothy Munger 

Donny -Jenaye    
& Rose  



 

 9 

  Anniversaries  Birthdays 

If we inadvertently omitted or 
misprinted your anniversary or 
birthday, please let us know so 
that we acknowledge you      
(correctly) next time. 
 
Thank you.  

 

 

10.1   Mark and Deb Nelson 

10.2   Darin and Angela Peterson 

10.4   Dwayne and Mary Baer 

10.5   Dennis and Robin Iverson* 

10.6   Todd and Mary Brevik 

10.11  Daryl and Arlis Johnson* 

10.12  Harold and Beverly Fischer* 

10.12  Taylor and Amanda Peters 

10.14  Chris and Nicole Solomon 

 

* denotes 50 years or more 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10.1  Linda Andersen, Marjorie Johnson 

10.2  Jackson Girard, Madellyn Jerke,          
Ian Kocher, Morgan Stelling 

10.3  Darin Peterson, Clarice Wagner 

10.4  Lucas Solomon 

10.5  Curt Schempp, Lisa Sorensen 

10.7  Todd Nelson, Jeremy Richardson 

10.8  Blair Gilkyson, Shelly McPherson 

10.10 Linda Martinson 

10.11  Annastin Johnson 

10.12  Wyatt Waage 

10.13  Jami Baedke,  Landon Sopoci,       
June Wagner 

10.14  Chandler Cleveland, Jenaya Cleve-
land, John Howe 

10.16  Emma Noteboom 

10.17  Jeffrey Anders, Cindy Lias 

10.18  Debbie Proefrock 

10.19  Anna Belle Johnson, J.T. Sorensen 

10.22 Tom Sorensen 

10.23  Quentin Larson, Harlan Schott,      
Lyle Timm 

10.24  Alex Sorensen 

10.26  Amanda Finnegan,  Bernard  

Ofstehage 

10.27  Madelyn Bruening,  Lori Gilbertson,  
Shelby Noteboom, Adison Wells 

10.28  Michelle Hauck, Koen Peters 

10.30  Gary Eidem 

10.31  Rob Hower, Jerry Noteboom,  

Denise Peterson 

Anniversaries                                   Birthdays 
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October Calendar 


