
 

   

 October  2020  

A Publ icat ion of Tr in i ty Lutheran Church, Vermi l l ion,  SD  

Called by God, Forgiven in Christ, United in Spirit, Sent to Serve 

The Servant’s Song 

 Saturdays: 5:30 p.m.—Masks required.      Sundays: 10:00 a.m. —Masks required. 

 Radio broadcast on KVTK -AM 1570 or 101.5 FM 

 

Committee of Care and Health Task Force met via zoom on Monday, September 21, 2020 
 
Cindy Lias, Joanne Martin, Kathy Nelson, Marcy Lund, Dr. Mary Jo Olson, Pastor Jim Fowler,  
Administrative Assistant Karla Tawzer 
 
President Susan Almjeld absent due to illness  
 
After careful consideration of all factors including the health and well being of Trinity’s Congregation, 
the task force is making the following recommendations for the council to consider.  
 
In person church will begin the weekend of October 10 & 11 with the following safety procedures in 
place  
 
❖ Everyone entering the church will be required to wear a mask  

❖ Masks will be provided if someone forgets theirs  

❖ Hand sanitizing stations are outside each restroom and will be set out on tables prior to entering the 

sanctuary  

❖ Every other pew will be blocked off  

❖ There will not be any visiting or congregating in the narthex before or after worship  

❖ There will not be coffee hour  

❖ All socializing needs to be done outside of the building  

❖ Upon entering the building, an usher will hand you a bulletin and show you to your seat front to back  

❖ At the end of service, the ushers will dismiss you by pews starting from the back to the front  

❖ Seating will be by family units and then spread out  

❖ You need to take your bulletin home with you, do not put it on the table as you leave  

❖ Offering plates will be set out in the narthex  

❖ There will not be any songs sung by the congregation during worship  

❖ Communion will not be served  

❖ There will be no responsive readings  

❖ Sharing of the peace will be done from your own pew by sharing the peace sign or a wave  

❖ Sanitizing areas between Saturday and Sunday services: Pews, door handles, restrooms etc.  

❖ If a member of the congregation is not feeling well or at high risk, they are encouraged to stay home  

❖ Virtual worship and radio broadcasts will continue for those unable to attend in person  

❖ If the COVID-!9 numbers for Clay County take a big leap and it is deemed unsafe to continue with in 

person worship, services will go back to being virtual at the discretion of the task force, Pastor Fowler 

and Council President  

 
Still to be determined by council the air quality system 
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WE MISS YOU ALL!  We aren ’t able to sing together as a choir or as a congregation, however, SING or 

HUM a few bars of your favorite hymn in your car, home, office, store, on a walk or bike ride, out golfing, 

fishing, hiking, studying, reading, watching a show, or—anywhere you feel comfortable.  

“Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all the earth.”                                             

  

We won’t have choir rehearsals yet.  But, we can still  “Worship the Lord with gladness; 

come into his presence with singing." (Psalm 100)  

Studying the book of Acts 

 
We are... 
 
 Zoom-ing each Wednesday evening for BLAST and CONFIRMATION 
 
 6:30 PM, the BLAST kids log in to Zoom and participate using at-home packets of materials  
 
     CONFIRMATION 
 
 6:00—6:30 PM, Sixth graders  
 6:45—7:15 PM, Seventh graders  
 7:30—8:00 PM, Eighth graders 
 
 Kindergarteners will receive their own beginners Bible, and we hope to present them to you during 

worship this year.  
 
 The High School Youth Gathering is going to be July 24-28, 2022 in Minneapolis, MN. Find more      

information on the gathering at: https://elca.org/gathering/ 
 
 The theme of the 2022 Gathering, “boundless: God beyond measure,” based on Ephesians 3:19 CEV. 

“I want you to know all about Christ’s love, although it is too wonderful to be measured. 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

  Youth & Family MINISTRY 

I will lead a Bible study Monday evenings on Zoom. We’ll start with the book of Acts. I will be drawing 

from a variety of sources, and using Zoom allows me to show charts and other graphics with a   

computer. Participants will just need a device that can Zoom and a Bible. I’ll be using NRSV, but any  

version should do.   

I do have a requirement to move forward with the study. At least ten people need to agree to attend  

sessions from 7:00 to 8:00 pm on these dates: October 5, 12, 19, 26; November 2, 9, 16, 23.   

Please let me know if you are interested in joining me with this book study.  

-Pastor Jim 
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Men’s scripture study: Wednesdays at 8:00 a.m. in the Askeland Lounge. 

Women’s scripture study: Wednesdays, 10:00 a.m. in the Askeland Lounge. 

 

 

Piecemakers Quilters: We are diligently working on quilt pieces and tops at our 

homes. We will let you know when we begin meeting at the church again.   

 
 
 
DIVAS  “Divinely Inspired Victorious And Serving”. We are younger women who seek    
to have a deeper understanding of what it means to be Christian. We usually meet once 
each month (at a person’s home or another location).  
 
If you are interested in joining or would like more information, please contact Jennifer Law 
at:  jenmadsen216@yahoo.com 

Finance, Administration and Property 
The church finances are in need of assistance.  
We have not had church in person in over 6 months.  
Most of our expenses are fixed. Our income still needs to be 
close to what it is when we are worshiping in person. I know it 
is easy not to think of supporting the church when you are not 
there.  If you are compelled to support the ministries of the 
church, it would be appreciated.   
 

We will get through this pandemic.   I am looking forward to seeing everyone at church. It will be great 
to gather again, and I hope that everyone feels comfortable attending.  
 
Thank you. 
Keith Joy 

I would like to thank all of you that are filling the grocery cart in narthex with 

non-perishable items.          

Demand at pantry during be these times are at very high levels, whatever 

you can do to help is appreciated.   

If you are in need of help, please contact the food pantry.   

-Keith Joy 

 
I would like to thank all who contributed to September’s Mission of the Month: "Sharing the Dream".     
-Keith Joy 
 
 
See pages 5-6 for October’s Mission of the Month: “Prison Congregations of America”.   

mailto:jenmadsen216@yahoo.com
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Stephen Ministry 
We are fully feeling people.  

Jesus wept. When Jesus stood in front of Lazarus’s tomb and saw how 

painful the death was for Lazarus’ family and friends, he broke into tears. 

This is just one example of Jesus, “The author and perfecter of our 

faith” (Hebrews 12:2) as a man of deep feelings. Jesus felt compassion1, 

cared for his mother from the cross2, expressed anger at Peter3, and even    

enjoyed friends and a party4. Jesus showed us that feelings are proper and 

pleasing to God, and he invites us to be fully feeling people.  

Fully experiencing our feelings is challenging because while feelings can 

be delightful, they can also be very painful.  

Stephen Ministry involves ministry to help care for another person and 

their feelings: Helping to carry some of the most difficult feelings people 

bear—sadness, fear, and despair; Sharing and caring in the feelings of joy, 

hope, and gratitude.  

Stephen Ministers, as the caregivers, partner with you and with God to 

listen, care, and serve you in the ways you need. God is the curegiver.          

He loves us. Oh, how He loves us—His fully feeling people.  

 Leanne Brown has agreed to be our Treasurer through the 

end of 2020. 

 Quam, Berglin & Post, P.C.  have agreed to do the 

bookkeeping and financial reporting for Trinity. 

 Internet will be installed throughout the church at a cost of 

$2,000.00. 

 Pastor Fowler shared the document from the ELCA on 

amending the constitution to allow for electronic meetings. A meet-

ing of the congregation will need to take place to make this change. 

A date has yet to be set.    

 September’s Mission of the Month is Sharing the Dream in 

Guatemala..  

 October’s Mission of the Month is Prison Congregations of 

America. 

SEPTEMBER COUNCIL Highlights 

Bible  
References 

1Matthew 
9:36, 
14:14, 
15:32, 
and 
20:34 

2John 
19:26-
27 

3Mark 8:33 
4Luke 7:33

-34 
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OCTOBER Mission of the MONTH  
 

Prison Congregations of America (PCA)                  Founder: Pastor Ed Nesselhuf 
 
In 1984, Lutheran Pastor Ed Nesselhuf accepted a call into prison ministry at the Maryland 
Correctional Institution for Women.  The following year Pastor Ed established the first   
congregation of The Community of St. Dysmas, a mission of what would later become the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.   
 
A second congregation of The Community of St. Dysmas was developed soon after, at the 
Maryland Correctional Institution in Jessup.  Pastor Ed wasn’t fully aware at the time, but 
his experiences ministering inside these prisons had ignited a passion that set his life of 
pastoral service on an ordained trajectory, the impact of which would continue far beyond 
his earth years. 
 
In 1987, Pastor Ed, a beloved cowboy poet born in Colorado and as well a son of the     
Dakota prairies where he began in ministry, returned to the Midwest to fulfill a call to serve 
at the University of South Dakota’s Lutheran Center.  The pastor’s heart forever changed 
by the incarcerated men and women in Maryland, God impressed upon him the universality 
of the need for grounded communities of faith and consistent pastoral care inside prison 
walls.  In partnership with the ELCA Churchwide, the South Dakota Synod of the ELCA, the 
Department of Corrections, friends, family, and others who were caught up in the wind of 
the Holy Spirit as God’s vision came alive in Pastor Ed, the prison congregation model took 
root in South Dakota. First at the South Dakota State Penitentiary, and then at the Mike 
Durfee State Prison.   
 
From these initial congregations in Maryland and South Dakota, Pastor Ed recognized the 
value in this emerging model that joined prison congregates in a denominational-supported
-and-sanctioned church on the inside with communities of faith in the free world.  The 
move of God was apparent not only in the lives of the incarcerated men and women    
worshipers, but also among those donors and volunteers who resourced the prison congre-
gation, many of whom worshiped with the prison congregates, and assisted with other    
activities affiliated with the faith community inside the facility.  
 
Pastor Ed saw the exciting potential of eventually seeing these “inside/outside” partner-
ships developed across the United States.  In 1994, the formation of a 501c3 national non-
profit called Prison Congregations of America (PCA) became the vehicle to replicate this 
model from coast to coast. Pastor Ed served as Executive Director from PCA’s inception  
until 2009 when he retired.   
 
God’s faithful servant, Ed Nesselhuf, took his last breath on earth and his first in heaven in 
2016.  He is profoundly missed by all who knew him, and countless others whose lives 
have been touched by his life of service, whether directly or indirectly.  PCA’s leadership is 
dedicated to preserving Pastor Ed’s legacy, and continuing the transformative work the 
Lord began in Maryland’s prison system all those years ago. 
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Many people have asked who is St. Dysmas and why is he the namesake of the flagship 
prison congregations? 
 
The most fitting answer comes in the words and poetry of Pastor Ed himself: 
 
Dysmas is a name that’s common in prison ministry.   
 
It’s the name that the early church gave to the repentant thief on the cross next to  
Jesus.  The one who asked to be remembered when Jesus came into His Kingdom, and 
Jesus promised him, “Today, you will be with Me in paradise.”   
 
If prisoners have a patron saint, it would have to be Dysmas. 

~ 

By supporting PCA, your financial gifts help to continue the ministry that Pastor Ed  
started.  
 
Please send Mission of the Month gifts to Trinity.  On the envelope write:       
mission of the month: PCA and on the memo line write:  PCA.      
 
Your gifts continue to “Build Communities of Faith Inside and Outside of Prison Walls”.  
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  Anniversaries  Birthdays 

If we inadvertently omitted or 
misprinted your anniversary or 
birthday, please let us know so 
that we acknowledge you      
(correctly) next month.  
 
Thank you.  

 

 

10.1   Mark and Deb Nelson 

10.2   Darin and Angela Peterson 

10.4   Dwayne and Mary Baer 

10.5   Dennis and Robin Iverson* 

10.6   Todd and Mary Brevik 

10.11  Daryl and Arlis Johnson* 

10.12  Harold and Beverly Fischer* 

10.12  Taylor and Amanda Peters 

10.14  Chris and Nicole Solomon 

 

* denotes 50 years or more 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10.1  Linda Andersen, Marjorie Johnson 

10.2  Jackson Girard, Madellyn Jerke,          
Ian Kocher 

10.3  Darin Peterson, Clarice Wagner 

10.4  James Sorensen, Lucas Solomon 

10.5  Curt Schempp 

10.7  Todd Nelson, Jeremy Richardson 

10.8  Blair Gilkyson, Shelly McPherson 

10.10 Linda Martinson 

10.11  Annastin Johnson 

10.12  Wyatt Waage 

10.13  Jami Baedke,  Landon Sopoci,       
June Wagner 

10.14  John Howe 

10.16  Emma Noteboom 

10.17  Jeffrey Anders, Cindy Lias 

10.18  Mark Myron,  Debbie Proefrock 

10.19  Anna Belle Johnson, J.T. Sorensen 

10.22 Tom Sorensen 

10.23  Quentin Larson, Harlan Schott,      
Lyle Timm 

10.24  Harmony Miller, Cody Miller,          
Alexander Sorensen 

10.26  Amanda Finnegan,  Bernard  

Ofstehage 

10.27  Madelyn Bruening,  Lori Gilbertson,  
Shelby Noteboom, Adison Wells 

10.28  Michelle Hauck, Koen Peters 

10.30  Gary Eidem 

10.31  Rob Hower, Jerry Noteboom,  

Denise Peterson 

Anniversaries                                   Birthdays 
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October Calendar 
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816 East Clark ST 

Vermillion, SD  57069 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
VERMILLION, SD 

PERMIT NO. 1 

TO: 

  Contact Us 

Website:  www.trinityvermillion.org    

Facebook:  Trinity Lutheran—Vermillion, SD 

Phone:  (605) 624-4442 

 

 
Pastor James Fowler  jim@trinityvermillion.org 
 
Karla Tawzer, Office Manager  office@trinityvermillion.org 
 
Paul Almjeld, Director, Trinity Choir  palmjeld@yahoo.com 
 
Christian Education email:  blast@trinityvermillion.org 

 
 

 
   Called  by God 

   Forgiven  in Christ 
   United  in Spirit 
   Sent  to Serve 

 

The Servant’s Song ~ October 2020 


