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October-December 2016 

 

Dear Pastors and Praying Friends, 

 

Bonni and I would like to wish each of you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

 

This is the time of the year when the whole world celebrates the Virgin Birth of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.  And without this there would be no substitutionary death and bodily resurrection from the 

dead, and exaltation to the right hand of the Father.  The prevailing emphasis (Roman Catholic) in 

the Philippine Archipelago concerning the Lord Jesus Christ is upon his death.  Therefore by the 

end of Good Friday and the crucifixion emphasis which includes flagellantes (those beating 

themselves bloody for their sins) and some men hanging from the cross, it gets quiet and seemingly 

all comes to an end.  It is most noteworthy that very little emphasis is made concerning the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ.  (And when they had fulfilled all that was written of him, they took 

him down from the tree and laid him in a sepulcher.  BUT GOD RAISED HIM FROM THE 

DEAD.”  (Acts 13:29, 30.)  Without the Resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ there remains no 

hope for mankind. 

 

The church in Baliwag launched Project Merry Missionary Christmas.  With this they were able to 

give groceries and cash to eight missionaries supported by the church.  The newest of these is 

Pastor Jon Jon Navarro from Malabon.  He has requested training for himself and his church.  His 

place is 2 1/2 hours from Baliwag.  Kindly pray for him, brethren, and the spiritual growth of his 

church. 

 

The Grace Baptist Church in Baliwag/Grace Christian Academy celebrated the Christmas season 

with a presentation for the parents and friends.  This was well received with expectation and 

excitement during this time of the year.  Scripture memorization is emphasized exalting our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

 

Kindly pray for Pastor Nilo dela Cruz.  He suffered a stroke which has affected his concentration 

and focus.  There are times during his sermons where he forgets where he is or what is happening.  

He also has been calling brethren he has known for some time by someone else’s name.  I wonder 

if Alzheimer’s has begun.  He is only 61 years old.  Pastor Nilo has been a very productive servant 

in several missionary endeavors. 
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One of the men out of Pastor Nilo’s church in Pandi, Preacher Jon deCastro is considering 

going to Sta. Maria to pioneer a work there.  He was recently married to a wonderful Christian 

lady who loves the Lord and is a blessing and encouragement to him in this decision to pioneer 

a work in Sta. Maria.  This is an adjoining town to Pandi and the 4 barrios in the local area.  

Brother Jon has been holding Bible studies in these areas and preaches as he has opportunity.  

He is a Bible School graduate and studies Scripture regularly. 

 

We have been praying for Pastor Enrique Hernandez daily since his kidney transplant as he has 

had his challenges, but this last trip to NKTI (National Kidney Transplant Institute) showed 

everything normal and for that he is so grateful to His great God.  We do pray that the Lord will 

sustain him for many years to come.  He celebrated his 47th birthday on December 21 and on 

December 22, he and Marites celebrated their 24th wedding anniversary. 

 

The prayer need for the $65,000 continues for the main church and center of training in 

Baliwag.  The Department of Education will give approval for GCA High School once we have 

that construction and structure completed.  But it is worth mentioning that the current 

auditorium cannot hold all that attend on Sunday.  With the attendance growing to over 130 

average, the overflow are outside listening in.  Additional, all the chairs, etc. must be moved 

after Sunday night service in order to set up as a learning center for the Christian School and 

Monday classes.  This was noted by the Department of Education as well in their last inspection 

of our facilities. 

 

Bonni and I had some recent challenges with the flu and sinus infections.  It turned out that I 

was allergic to 2 different antibiotics and I broke out in hives from my chin to my ankles that 

was painful and lasted for 4 days.  After some steroid shots and 5 days of steroid pills, I am on 

the mend.  Praise His name. 

 

We give God praise for 2016 and His hand of blessing to this ministry.  New churches have 

been started and we witness growth in the others.  We are privileged to serve Him. 

 

Brethren, thank you for your love and support. 

 

      By His grace and for His glory, 

 

 

 

      Brad and Bonni Collingwood 


