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Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ, 
   

“And their words seemed to them as idle tales, and they believed 
them not.” 

Luke 24:11 
 

What a verse!  An empty tomb, no body, angels speaking…and nobody believed them.  
In 2000 years little has changed.   We are at the height of summer here in New Zealand and 
have been on the streets constantly these past two months trying to point men to Christ.  With 
precious few exceptions, this verse sums up the attitude and response of Kiwis to the gospel.  
Fortunately however there are some other verses in Scripture about what the Holy Spirit does 
with his word after our encounters – works of the heart and conviction that plays out over the 
long term where seeds planted bear fruit after many days.   After many thousands of tracts 
and hundreds of conversations, please PRAY that God will do what we can’t do in tweaking 
and pulling and convicting the hearts of lost souls down under! 
 
The Rest of the News: 
 
1) The South Island Street Preaching Blitz had just a handful of us this year, but learning 
from last year we feel it was much more productive than before.  We did a circuit around the 
lower half of the South Island and got the gospel out via street preaching, literature and one-
on-one evangelism to many, many people.   Thanks for praying for this outreach! 

2) Debby had her cast off and pins out of her wrist on Jan 
12th.   She has been going to physio twice a week and is seeing some 
major improvement in getting motion in her wrist back - appears 
she also broke her thumb in this adventure.  Her nausea problem 
is still an issue, so please keep praying.    
3) The church continues to take a beating from the 
Adversary, but the spirit of the folk is good and our core group 
remains faithful.   We had one new baby come along recently 
with another due in April.  I have been handing more and more 
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responsibility off to Bro. Dave Withington who will one day be the new pastor, Lord willing.  
Two prayer requests here would be most helpful: 
 
 a) Bro. Dave’s ordination is planned for Friday, March 10th , and 

b) Bro. Dave needs a new job – he works now as a fork lift driver for a warehouse and 
the hours and work load are just too much if he is going to pastor as well.  God has 
to open a door here if this is going to work – please pray! 
 

4)  Our 2017 South Island IB Family Camp was also a very genuine blessing.  About 85 
people from eight different churches came out for a week of Bible and fellowship.   This year it 
was so encouraging to see many young families get involved.  Last year we only had a handful 
from Timaru come along – this year there were 17 of us! 

 
We appreciate you folks – every day is a reminder that we couldn’t be here without 

your help and that there would be no chance of seeing victory in these spiritual battles without 
your prayers.  Thanks for your obedience, your faithfulness and your love and concern for our 
family and the spiritual need in New Zealand. 
 
 

Only B ecause of His Grace,  

Jeff & Debby 
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