
 

 

 

Dear praying friends,

One of the highlights of October was our 
“Celebration of Light” activity we had at church on 
Halloween evening. Halloween originally comes from 
an ancient Celtic festival called Samhain (pronounce 
sow-in). It was a very spiritually dark festival - 
focusing on warding off evil spirits by dressing up in 
disguises and lighting fires to guide good spirits. 
Ancient druids would build huge bonfires and 
perform sacrifices to Celtic deities. The influence of 
the Catholic church eventually combined their 
celebration of honouring dead saints and martyrs (All 
Saints Day or All-hallows) with the Celtic Samhain 
festival. The night before All Saints’ Day, traditionally 
the night of Samhain, began to be called All-Hallows 
Eve, and eventually, Halloween. (*http://
www.history.com/topics/halloween/history-of-
halloween) This holiday is still very dark in Ireland, so 
we tried to encourage our church, especially the 
youth, to instead focus on light. We had a fun time at 
church fellowshipping together, playing games, 
getting lots of sweets, and Josh shared a devotional 
out of 1 Peter 2:9-10 about how God has called us 
“out of darkness into His marvellous light.” While we 
didn’t have any visitors come out, it was good for our 
church people to at least take the opportunity to 
invite others and share that they were not partaking in 
the darkness of the holiday but instead focusing on 
the light and hope found in Jesus. 


Earlier in the month we enjoyed a visit with Annie’s 
brother for a few days and Josh’s parents for a 
couple weeks. It’s always a joy and encouragement 
to be able to spend time with family.


Annie also held another ladies’ meeting in October 
and had 22 girls/ladies attend. We were excited to 
see our next door neighbour come! Pray as we 
continue to build a relationship with our neighbours. 
They just moved to the area this summer, and we’ve 
had many opportunities to talk with them. Pray this 
relationship would provide opportunities to share the 
gospel with them. 


Annie has also been building good relationships with 
a group of 3 other moms and their kids from our 
town. They all meet together with the kids at a farm 
every Thursday morning. Annie has been able to talk 
to them about the church and various activities we’ve 
had going on. But please pray for opportunities to 
share the gospel with these families.


Things at church are going great as we continue to 
see much growth in the people. There are 3 young 
people that are wanting to be baptised. We are 
working through things with each of them, and then 
with their parents’ permission will hope to see them 
baptised in the coming months! Josh recently started 
going through a discipleship curriculum with one of 
the older teen boys and we’ve continued going 
through the discipleship course with one of the core 
couples at the church. It’s also been exciting to see a 
family that had not been attending much anymore 
start coming again faithfully the past couple weeks.


In the midst of all the wonderful things that are 
happening, we have also struggled through some 
difficult situations. There have been several 
challenges that have weighed heavy on our hearts 
and minds. We are so grateful for your prayer support! 
God is growing our faith through these trials as we go 
to Him in prayer for wisdom, grace, and help. Your 
prayer support is so important to us. The enemy 
wishes to discourage us and we continue to find 
encouragement and truth in the Lord and His Word. 

Thank you for your faithful prayer and support of our 
family here in Ireland. We praise God for using you to 
enable us to be here. 


In Christ, 
Josh, Annie, Cian and Eva Moore
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