
SEPTEMBER 12
THEME LESSON 1: INTRODUCTION TO YOU ARE UNKNOWN
(Romans 1:1-17)
Why do we need this as a group?

● There’s a common goal: To Share the Gospel of Jesus Christ
● There are obstacles to the common goal

○ Division in the church
○ The enemy tries to prevent us

● When we are KNOWN, other will KNOW HIM

SERIES 1: A COMMON GROUND [Sep. - Oct]
Chapters: Romans 1-4
Main Thrust: If there are divisions, differences, or disunity among us then we all must find some
common ground. Paul teaches that ultimately there is NO ONE RIGHTEOUS (no Jew nor Gentile; no
democrat or republican; no left leaning or right leaning; no gay or straight; no male or female...), and because
of our lack of righteousness, we are destined to be apart from God. This is the lot we ALL bear.

The common ground we all have been given is we all are unrighteous. We all are sinful, born into sin. We all
are no good. BUT God, in his mercy, has brought righteousness to us through Jesus Christ.



SEPTEMBER 19
Lesson 1: God is Visible (Romans 1:18-32)

SEPTEMBER 26
Lesson 2: God is Righteous (Romans 2:1-16)

OCTOBER 3
Lesson 3: We Need a Circumcised Heart (Romans 2:17-29)

OCTOBER 10
Lesson 4: God is True (Romans 3:1-8)

OCTOBER 17
Lesson 5: We Are Not Righteous (Romans 3:9-20)

OCTOBER 24
Lesson 6: God is Just (Romans 3:21-31)

A COMMON GROUND: DISCIPLESHIP EMPHASIS

SEPTEMBER: Identity

OCTOBER: Faith and Father Abraham (Romans 4)

OCTOBER 31
THEME LESSON 2: YOU ARE UNKNOWN AS RIGHTEOUS
A Recap of Lessons 1-6 as they fit within the overall theme of the year.
Point 1: We all begin with sin.
Point 2: God is sinless.
Point 3: To be with God we need to be sinless.
Point 4: Jesus provided that opportunity through his death on the cross.



NOV 5-7 [FALL RETREAT]
THEME: A NEW WAY TO BE HUMAN
Session 1: We Must Be Powerless (Romans 5:1-7)
Session 2: We Must Lose the Battle (Romans 5:8-11)
Session 3: We Must Die (Romans 5:12-17)
Session 4: We Must Believe (Romans 5:18-21)

SERIES 2: THE THREE LAWS [NOV. - JAN.]
Chapters: Romans 6-8
Main Thrust: Gentiles worshiped the Law of Sin (#1). They followed their own desires and lusts and believed
in sin which ultimately led to death. For the Jews, they worshiped the Law of God (#2). Through the Old
Testament Law, which was given to the Jews, humanity was told how to live. The Jews, however, failed to
follow through in living according to The Law AND by also not being a beacon of hope to the world. Therefore,
through Jesus Christ, we are now given a new law: The Law of the Spirit of Life (#3). Through this law there
is no condemnation. There is no slavery. There is only freedom! Freedom to no longer live for ourselves, but
live for the one in whose love cannot be separated from us!

NOVEMBER 14
Lesson 1: Death and Life with Christ (Romans 6:1-14)

NOVEMBER 21
Lesson 2: The Law of Sin (Romans 6:15-23)

DECEMBER 5
Lesson 3: God’s Law (Romans 7:1-13)

DECEMBER 12
Lesson 4: We Are Wretched (Romans 7:14-25)



DECEMBER 19
THEME LESSON 3: YOU ARE UNKNOWN AS SLAVES
To this point in the series, students will have seen that before Christ we either serve sin, or serve a list of
rules. Jesus came to show us how to serve The Lord. Yet in all these scenarios, we are deemed servants,
literally slaves.

The goal of this excerpt is to help students realize we are always serving somebody. The big question is, “Who
is your master?”

JANUARY 9
Lesson 5: The Law of the Spirit of Life (Romans 8:1-11)

JANUARY 16
Lesson 6: Living in the Spirit (Romans 8:12-27)

JANUARY 23
Lesson 7: More Than Conquerors (Romans 8:28-39)

THE THREE LAWS DISCIPLESHIP EMPHASIS: We are ALL slaves.

NOVEMBER: Slaves to the Law of Sin

DECEMBER: Slaves to the Law of God

JANUARY: Slaves to the Law of the Spirit of Life

JANUARY 30
THEME LESSON 4: YOU ARE UNKNOWN AS FREE
Christians are Free-Slaves. This is a powerful oxymoron within scripture! Paul has built the case that we are
slaves so something: Sin, God’s Law, or Jesus Christ. But when we are slaves to Jesus, there is a freedom
attained that is inexpressible!

Whereas the law of sin causes us to be slaves to what is wrong. And God’s Law causes us to be constrained
and restricted to a code. It is within the Law of the Spirit of Life that we receive freedom to do what is RIGHT.
This freedom is liberating us from selfishness, pride, deceitfulness, and arrogance. And it’s giving us an
opportunity to live and be who we were once created to be! This new law shapes our entire identity.



SERIES 3: THE REMNANT OF ISRAEL [FEB.]
Chapters: 9-11
Main Thrust: God still holds a pretty special place for his Chosen People, Israel. These three chapters explain
to the resident Gentiles in Rome how important the Jews are in God’s plan. For the Gentiles who are at odds
with the Jews, it’s important they see the significance of their role in God’s redemption both past, present, and
future. The goal here is that we help our students see the significance of ALL people in God’s redemptive plan.
Furthermore, we cannot count anyone out who may be different from us or we are at odds with, nor should we
ever have an assumption that because we are from a certain family, or done certain acts that we have received
salvation. Salvation comes from the Lord alone, and is received by faith in his work on the cross.

FEBRUARY 6
Lesson 1: God’s Justice and Mercy (Romans 9:6-24)

FEBRUARY 13
Lesson 2: Salvation Through Faith, not By Works (Romans 9:30-10:21)

FEBRUARY 20
Lesson 3: God’s Plan for Israel (Romans 11:7-32)

THE PROMISE DISCIPLESHIP EMPHASIS: THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL

FEBRUARY: The Remnant

FEBRUARY 27
THEME LESSON 5: YOU ARE UNKNOWN AS ADOPTED
We will have spent a month talking about God’s relationship with his Chosen people. But something happened
after Jesus that shifted the concept of “chosen”. Now there was a whole group (Gentiles) beyond “the
circumcised” who were welcomed into the chosen family of God. We are adopted into this family and given the
same rights to be sons and daughters of the Living God.



SERIES 4: A LIVING IDENTITY [MAR.-APR.]
Chapters: 12-16
Main Thrust: Now that we are aware of God’s work throughout history, both in the lives of Jews and Gentiles,
we must recognize we have been made righteous through the work of Christ’s sacrifice on the cross. In our
righteousness through Jesus, therefore, we must now offer ourselves to God through our service, work, and
devotion to now be involved in his work of redemption in the world.

MARCH 6
Lesson 1: Living Sacrificially (Romans 12:1-21)

MARCH 13
Lesson 2: The Hour Has Come, So Submit (Romans 13:1-14)

MARCH 20
Lesson 3: Judging Other Christians (Romans 14:1-23)

MARCH 27
Lesson 4: Love One Another (Romans 15:1-9)

APRIL 3
Lesson 5: Joining the struggle (Romans 15:10-33)
APRIL 10
Lesson 6: Some Final Remarks (Romans 16, excerpts)

A LIVING IDENTITY DISCIPLESHIP EMPHASIS: THE ART OF LIVING

MARCH: How Identity Shapes our Living, not our living shapes our identity

APRIL: How the world views identity vs. How Christians view identity

APRIL 24
THEME LESSON 6: YOU ARE UNKNOWN FINALE
This is the culmination of the year-long series. Our identity has been defined. Our identities are not found in
what we do (activism, jobs, extracurricular activities, etc.), or even in what we believe (rules, political parties,
sexuality)! Our identity is found in Jesus Christ, through faith that he died, and was raised back to life.



Once we know who we are, brothers and sisters of Christ, sons and daughters of God, we are then called into
a freedom of living a life of righteousness! We are given the freedom to live holy lives. We are given the
freedom to live as God originally created us to live - with him.


