
 



 

A NOTE FROM PASTOR JOSH  

I want to begin by saying, “Thank You” to each of you involved with Doer Home 
Groups. This is a new concept (at least to me), and I believe this is going to be a great 
way for students and adults to begin to tear down barriers and walls that have been 
unknowingly built up between generations. There is so much life and experience each 
of you have to offer, and my prayer is that God uses this time and your relationship 
with him to help these students grow!  

I also encourage you to remember these students have the ability to teach as well. 
They’re going to ask tough questions, and give great answers. Sometimes, they will be 
quiet (silence is a good thing!), and other times you’ll have a difficult time getting the to 
shut their yappers! No matter what, though, please know they came by choice. They 
did not have to attend youth group. They did not have to play basketball for our 
church. They’re a part of this by choice. Therefore, try and make the most of every 
opportunity you have with them.  

Over the next six weeks, you’ll be studying the Gospel of John, Chapters 13-16. These 
are Jesus’ last words to his disciples before he is betrayed, arrested, put on trial, 
crucified, and resurrected. Jesus, knowing his time has come, makes the most of his 
final moments with his disciples. To me, this is one of the most beautiful, powerful, gut-
wrenching, and love-filled sections found in all four gospels. Jesus bears his soul to his 
disciples, and my hope is you all are able (in some way) to find a piece of this in your six 
weeks together.  

May God bless each of you during this six-week series,  

P. Josh  

 

HIS WORDS 
AN OVERVIEW OF THE NEXT SIX WEEKS  

 
FEB 9: “Do as I have done for you...” (John 13)  
FEB 16: “I AM the way, the truth, and the life...” (John 14)  
 
MAR 1: “But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you…” (John 14&16)  
MAR 8: “I AM the true vine…” (John 15)  
MAR 15: “If the world hates you, keep in mind it hated me first…” (John 15)  
MAR 22: “But take heart! I have overcome the world!” (John 16)  
 

5:30-6:00PM—Dinner at ECC  
6:00-6:15PM—Announcements & P. Josh Preview  
6:15-6:30PM—Load up cars and travel  
6:30-7:45PM—DOER Home Groups  
7:45-8:00PM—Travel back to ECC  



 

COLLIDE When Heaven Met Earth
We have been taking our students on a journey through the Gospel of John from the 
beginning of the school year. Our main goals for the year have been two-fold: 
1. To help students understand and believe that Jesus is both God and man—with this 

comes an understanding of WHY he came to us. 
2. To give students an opportunity to read the Bible correctly. Most, if not all, have 

never read a single book of the bible front to back. This gives us an opportunity to 
do so. 

 
When you see the TRINITY symbol it is our consistent tie that has connected 
every lesson together, because the Trinity is a major player in this Gospel. 

The overall goal (if you haven’t heard it by now) is to create intergenerational small 
groups under the umbrella of youth ministry. Therefore, each of you will have access to 
the curriculum, videos, and any other resources and information given for each week.  
 
Call Home Groups an experiment or call it crazy, but this will be a great opportunity for 
the adults involved in each group to Share Life and Share Christ with a generation of 
young people who desperately need more spiritual adult influence in their lives. Below 
you’ll see how your role will help accomplish this task.  
 
Please remember this is all a work in progress. So there will be aspects that we may find won’t work along 
the way. Please don’t get frustrated, rather come to me with any concerns and we’ll walk through them 
together.  
 

You are the leaders of the group. It will be your responsibility to know the curriculum 
better than the rest. You can lead each segment of the curriculum, or (if the rest in 
your group so desire) you can share the responsibilities. There will also be times you’ll 
need to give specific instructions to either the hosts or drivers prior to Sunday night. So 
it is suggested you be as prepared as possible.  
 
Your main goal will be to help accomplish the Teaching Goals for the week, as well as help the whole 
group walk away understanding the Main Theme.  
 

We’re invading your homes each Sunday! So thank you! We will be arriving after 
having a meal, but if you so desire to have snacks or drinks I’m sure the students would 
appreciate it (but this is not necessary). You will be expected to participate in the 
gathering time, and to have at reviewed the curriculum.  
 
There may be times we will need to use aspects of your home such as a kitchen, or times the meeting 
area needs to be set up in a particular way.  
 

We are assuming that each home will have anywhere between 5-8 youth in 
attendance. Therefore we are anticipating needing drivers for each week. There are 
also elements of the curriculum that involve travel at times. So drivers, you’ll need to at 
least read through the curriculum each week to be prepared for your tasks. You will 
also be expected to participate in the gathering time as well.  



 

 
The process of preparation varies on each individual and their roles. If you are a 
facilitator, your preparation time will be significantly more than most others. With each 
lesson and each week, you’ll see what has been provided for you below. My only 
request is to PLEASE DO NOT WAIT UNTIL THE SUNDAY OF TO PREPARE.  
 

Though we are making our way through the Gospel of John, there’s no way we could 
cover every verse and word written (Although I wish we had time to!). Therefore, each 
week is a highlighted set of verses that we’ll spend our time studying. It is encouraged 
you read this passage a few times to become familiar with it.  
 

This is the knowledge we’re desiring students to walk away with. Usually it fits into one 
or two sentences. It’s the heart (or in some cases a glimpse of the heart) of what Jesus 
is saying in the verses we are highlighting. Our desire is for them to know the heart of 
what Jesus is saying.  
 

These are practical goals, tools, or information we’re hoping students can grasp when 
they leave. Consider this as the tangibles to the Main Theme.  
 

Each lesson will have a teaching video that will be for adult use only. They are not 
intended to be shown as part of the curriculum. They’ll help give context to the 
scripture we’re studying, as well as give explanation for the week’s curriculum and 
what we’re trying to accomplish.  
 
There is also a section for you to write notes if you’d like to add anything to the 
curriculum yourself.  
 

Each week there is a written context, that most likely won’t be covered in the video. 
It’s added information to help you in your own study and better understand the words 
you are reading from Jesus. 
  
COLLIDE THEMES
Throughout the Gospel of John, we continue to see specific themes that point to the 
divinity and humanity of Jesus. All these themes were introduced in the first 18 verses 
of the book! Essentially, their purpose is to show how heaven and earth COLLIDED in 
the person of Jesus Christ. Please try and familiarize yourself with these… this is not an 
exhaustive list.  

Collision of Heaven and Earth  
Life (Eternal Life)  

Light/Darkness (Seeing/Blindness)  
Testify/Testimony/Witness  

Misunderstanding/Confusion  

Children of God  
Born Again/From Above  

Truth  
Known/Unknown  

Abide (Chapter 1:32)  



 

Each week there are six different aspects to your small group time:  

(Times Vary) This is an opening activity or maybe even an experience 
that students will be involved in to get the evening rolling. There may 
be a direct link to the lesson for the day, or it may be a “get-to-know-
you” activity. Either way, it’s purpose is to bring comfort to the group 
and create a more relaxed atmosphere.  
 
 
(Spend Approx 5min)This is designed to get the group discussing. The 
questions tend to be more surface questions, but get the group 
thinking and hopefully talking, and may lead to some funny 
conversations.  
 
 
(Approx 20min) Each week you’ll be provided with a passage that 
your small group will investigate and learn through. This is the meat 
of your time together. There are teaching goals with each week we 
are trying to accomplish, along with an overall message (Main Theme) 
we want students to take home with them.  
 
 
(Approx 15-20min) Each small group interaction will have some sort of 
activity that will drive home the main point of the week. This is done in 
the middle to help keep students alive! There will also be some follow-
up questions to go along with the activity.  
 
Most activities involve the whole group, and are designed for all to be able to play. 
There shouldn’t be activities too physically strenuous.  
 
 
(Approx 10min) Doer questions help your group live God’s Word (their 
answers come from how they apply the Scripture). Consider this the 
endgame of your time together. We want students to walk away 
realizing that God isn’t complacent, nor should we be. This is an 
excellent opportunity for adults to share life experiences that relate 
to the topics discussed.  
 
Pick and choose which you think your group will respond best to, and if you find 
your group is wanting to spend more time on one question, that’s great!  
 
 
(Approx 10min) Prayer is extremely important. Each student will be 
provided with a student handbook for the six-week curriculum. At the 
end of each lesson, they’ll be given a space to write out prayer 
requests and see how God moves in your time together. Each lesson 
has its own personalized prayer guide.  



 

15 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in 
me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes[a] so that it 
will be even more fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken 
to you. 4 Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it 
must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 
5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear 
much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me, you are 
like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown 
into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask 
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you 
bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. 
9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you 
keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 
commands and remain in his love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you 
and that your joy may be complete. 12 My command is this: Love each other as I have 
loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s 
friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command. 15 I no longer call you 
servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have 
called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known 
to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might 
go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the 
Father will give you. 17 This is my command: Love each other. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+15%3A1-17&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26702a


 

1. Help students see how tightly Jesus desires us to be connected. 
 

2. We must love as Jesus loved. 
 

If you haven’t had an opportunity to review the video for this week’s lesson, please 
take some time to do so now. You can write notes in the space provided below. 

Jesus promises if we abide in him we will not only find a 
never ending love but also be able to produce fruit that 
will never end as well. 



 

John 14:23 
In this verse (which we studied the previous week), Jesus explains that he is coming to 
dwell within us through the Holy Spirit. In Chapter 15, he makes it more clear as to 
what the nature of this living arrangement will be. His dwelling is a remaining; a sacred 
union with the Trinity. It’s a connection that we’re invited into with the God of the 
universe! 
 
The vine in Jewish Religious History 
The vine and the vineyard were old and sacred images in Judaism (as in most 
Mediterranean societies parentheses). The vine represented the covenant people of 
God, planted and tended by him so that Israel would produce fruit (Ps.18: Isa. 5:1-7; 
Jer. 2:21; 12:10-11; Ezek. 15:1-5, 17:1-6, 19:10-15; Hos, 10:1-2). Generally in the Old 
Testament when Israel is depicted as a vine or vineyard, the nation is being chastised 
for not bearing fruit as God expects. 
 

Isaiah 5:3-5 NIV - 3 "Now you dwellers in Jerusalem and people of Judah, 
judge between me and my vineyard. 4 What more could have been done for 
my vineyard than I have done for it? When I looked for good grapes, why 
did it yield only bad? 5 Now I will tell you what I am going to do to my 
vineyard: I will take away its hedge, and it will be destroyed; I will break 
down its wall, and it will be trampled. 

 
Just as Jesus used Shepherds, bread, water, and light (all of which came from ancient 
Jewish traditions) to reference his connection to God, he also uses the vine to show 
who He is, but also how we are connected to him! 
 
If you keep my commands… 
This phrase (or something similar to it) is used multiple times throughout the entire Bible 
(Gen. 26:5; Exo. 16:28; Lev. 16:23; Num. 15:40; Deu. 5:29, etc.) . It is most often used by 
God in reference to his challenge to keep his commands. If we do so as the Wisdom 
Poet says we “will live” (Prov 7:2). There are also many statements of the effects of 
NOT keeping his commands. 
 
...whatever you ask in my name 
This is a phrase that has been abused by many Christians, mostly because it is 
misunderstood as making Jesus’ name a charm or a magic lamp. The context, however, 
forces us to see Jesus in connection (meno) with the Father. That he will do nothing 
apart from the Father, therefore, if what we ask in His name is in connection with the 
Father it will be done. Ultimately what Jesus is showing is the connection that is 
coming… through the Holy Spirit. It is the Holy Spirit that unites us right now with the 
Father, and with each other. 



 

 

COLLIDE THEMES 
I AM statements 

Truth 

Meno - the Greek word for abide or re-
main is unique because the word is not 

mentioned until much later in John 1. 
Most themes are introduced in John’s 

preface (1:1-18). 

Love 

Knowing 



 

Two truths, one lie is one of my personal favorites. In a 
circle, each person lists off two truths about themselves 
and one lie. The truths and lies can be anything or be 
restricted to a theme, the choice is yours. One after 

another, the group will decide what the two truths are and which one is a 
lie.  
 

 
FRUIT BOWL: If 
you could have a 

bowl of fruit to be a centerpiece of your meeting time for 
this week, it would be beneficial. It’s a good visual 
reminder that a fruit tree is only as good as the fruit it 

bears. It would also be awesome if you could have one piece of bad 
fruit… easiest would be a banana!  
 
To begin, you’re going to want to have the group break off in four 
groups. Assign each group one of four words (Abide/remain*, Love, 
Fruit, Command). Have them read through John 15:1-17 and count the 
number of times their word appears. After they’ve counted, have them 
answer the following questions as a group: 
 
Why do you think Jesus uses this word so much in this passage? 
What does this word tell us about our relationship with Christ? 
What does this word teach us about who Jesus is? About who we are? 
 
After the groups have met for 5 minutes, hve them share their answers. 
This would be a good time to write the four words on the provided poster 
board, and the corresponding number each one is used.  
 
Abide - 12 
Fruit - 9 
Love - 9 
Command - 5 
 
Ask: According to these 17 verses, how do you see these four words 
connected to each other? 
 
*a quick note: In 15:16, the NIV translates the Greek as “fruit that will 
last.” The word last is actually the same word as abide or remain. So it 
would be best translated: “fruit that will remain.” Not sure why they did 
this…  

 
 



 

Have someone read aloud verses 1-8. 
 
Ask: What happens to branches that do not bear fruit? (v. 2) What 
happens to branches that do bear fruit? What does it take for a branch to 
bear fruit? (v. 4) 
 
[if there is a bowl of fruit] Look at the bowl of fruit in the center. Which 
piece would you eat? Why would you eat it? Look at the bad fruit. Anyone 
here willing to eat it? Why won’t people eat bad fruit? 
 
What do you think Jesus means when he says branches that don’t bear 
fruit will be cut off? (v. 2) What do you think he means when he says 
branches that do bear fruit will be pruned? 
 

Materials: A pair of fake handcuffs (we have provided 
them for you) and a 12-16 inch piece of rope (preferably 
a thicker piece of rope - you will need to supply).  
 
Say something like: The word that appears the most in 

this passage is the word abide. Pastor Josh has talked much about this 
word before. Does anyone know what this word is in Greek? Meno - 
means to attach to. Think of it like how a vine is attached to it’s branch.  
Jesus is desiring us to be attached to him, but our society doesn’t 
particularly like the idea of attachment. We encourage independence, and 
the idea of being meno with someone is almost like we’re being held 
against our will. 
 
Object Lesson: Pull out the fake handcuffs, and ask if there are two 
volunteers who would be willing to cuff themselves together. Then pull out 
the rope and ask for two more volunteers to be tethered together. 
 
To handcuff: put one person’s arm in the cuffs, then their partner’s in the 
cuffs. Secure them, but make sure it is not too tight. Then place the keys in 
one of the person’s hands. 
 
To tether: have one person hold the end of the rope, put their arm side by 
side with their partner, wrap the rope around their arms (don’t make it too 
tight), then give the other end of the rope to the other person. 
 
Ask: Both are attached to each other, but what is the difference between 
the two? 
Some ideas: Handcuffs seem to promote one person having control of the 
relationship (the one with the keys). Tethering shows freedom for both, 
because they both are holding on to the ends of the rope. Though the 
handcuffs are attached, there’s still distance held by a chain. With the 
tethering, where one arm goes, the other has to follow. 
 
Ask: Which would you say is more like meno? 
 
 



 

Say something like: [pointing to the tethered arms] this is the kind of 
meno Jesus longs for! As we read last week, He wants to live in us! He’s 
preparing a place for us to be with him! He wants to dwell with us… to be 
united with us! He wants us to willingly be connected to him. He wants us 
to willingly make his ways our ways. He wants his truth to be our truth. To 
make his life our life. Because Jesus is THE WAY, THE TRUTH and THE 
LIFE. In order to receive it, though, we must tether ourselves to him, bind 
ourselves to him, we must meno with Jesus. 

 
You don’t need to do all these questions. You may pick 
ahead of time the ones you feel will be most effective for 
conversation. Save the others in case you need more 
time to discuss. 
 

• Have you ever experienced the Holy Spirit guiding you in your life? If 
so, what did it feel like? 

• If you were a branch on Jesus’ vine, what would you look like? Would 
you be fruitful and thriving or empty and brittle? Why?  

• Have you ever experienced people not liking you (or alienating you) 
because you were a Christian? If so, when? If not, have you ever seen 
it happen to someone else? 

  

Begin by watching a short clip by Francis Chan. The clip 
is provided on the USB drive in your box. 

Say something like: Francis Chan said we look 
ridiculous when we try to do good things, but we’re not connected with 
God. At the end he says, he has to always go back to remember, “God 
you promised if I just abide in you and you abide in me I’m guaranteed to 
bear fruit.” God is calling us to join ourselves with him. He is desiring that 
we are connected to him. At the end he asks these questions, “Are you 
abiding in Jesus today?” Well, are you? What is holding you back? What is 
keeping you from making Jesus the source of your nourishment? 

We’re going to spend 2 minutes in silent prayer. During this time ask God 
what could be holding you back. Ask God why you don’t make him your 
source. Maybe you need to simply ask God to abide in you and you abide 
in him. After the 2 minutes in silence, I’ll close us (or you can select 
another in the group) with a prayer. 

Here’s a suggested prayer: 

Heavenly Gardener,  

We are grateful for your son, our vine in whom we receive our 
nourishment. We long to be people who bear your fruit, so 
please help us to do it. Remove anything that gets in the way, 
and let us do as the author of Hebrews declares, “let us throw 
off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily 
entangles,” and let us grow into the branches you desire us to 
be, and let us bear much fruit. Amen. 



 

 



 

18 “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. 19 If you belonged to 
the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I 
have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you. 20 Remember 
what I told you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, 
they will persecute you also. If they obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours 
also. 21 They will treat you this way because of my name, for they do not know the 
one who sent me. 22 If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not be guilty 
of sin; but now they have no excuse for their sin. 23 Whoever hates me hates my 
Father as well. 24 If I had not done among them the works no one else did, they 
would not be guilty of sin. As it is, they have seen, and yet they have hated both me 
and my Father. 25 But this is to fulfill what is written in their Law: ‘They hated me 
without reason.’ 
 
26 “When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father—the Spirit of 
truth who goes out from the Father—he will testify about me. 27 And you also must 
testify, for you have been with me from the beginning. 
 

16 “All this I have told you so that you will not fall away. 2 They will put you out of 
the synagogue; in fact, the time is coming when anyone who kills you will think they 
are offering a service to God. 3 They will do such things because they have not 
known the Father or me. 4 I have told you this, so that when their time comes you will 
remember that I warned you about them. 



 

1. To follow Jesus costs something, it’s important to know what we’re getting into by 
following Jesus.  

 

If you haven’t had an opportunity to review the video for this week’s lesson, please 
take some time to do so now. You can write notes in the space provided below. 

True followers of Jesus share his good news, and this 
results in being hated by others.  



 

Love and Hate 
This passage is to be read in direct reflection to Jesus’ words of how he loves his 
friends. To know and follow Jesus is love from the Father, but hate from the world. We 
will see the same unfold in Jesus’ life in the coming chapters. 
 
Alignment 
Jesus is calling for us to choose a side, and it is not an easy choice. The one who aligns 
with Jesus receives love and life, but also persecution and hatred from the world. The 
one who aligns with the world will certainly receive death, but will also not have to rid 
themselves of pride and arrogance, which the world exalts and lifts high. 
 
No servant is greater… 
This is a call back to Jesus’ statement only a few hours earlier as he had finished 
washing his disciples' feet. This once again is a call to humility, but this time in 
reference to the world. Jesus’ statement originally had to do with the disciples washing 
one another’s feet. Here is a call to serve those who hate you. Much like Jesus' words 
in Matthew 5:43-48. 
 
...so that you will not go astray. 
How funny it is that Jesus’ way of keeping his disciples from departing from him is to 
tell them they’ll be hated! It’s important to remember that Jesus’ conversation is a 
continuation of what he spoke about in 15:1-17. Being united with him… tied into him… 
meno with him means we will be called Friends! It means we’ll be loved! It means we 
will produce fruit! BUT it also means we will be hated by the world. It means we will be 
persecuted by the world.  



 

 

COLLIDE THEMES 
Love - as hatred is its opposite 

Testify 



 

Divide the group into two smaller groups (adults and 
youth - three groups if you need). Each group will be 
given a name of a new startup company. Tell the groups 
they need to come up with a presentation to convince a 

group of investors to give money to help start up their company. From 
there, using their notebooks as a guide, they will need to determine the 
following: 
 
• The product or service they’re selling. 
• Why investors should give them money to start up this company. 
 
Here are three different company names: 

Initech 
Massive Dynamic 
Dharma Initiative 

 
Have each group share their presentation to the other group. Make sure 
to encourage this to be a fun exercise, and help people be creative! 
 
Say something like: Usually when one tries to persuade someone to 
become an investor, or to be a part of what is happening they sell you 
with all the good information. Jesus, however, doesn’t always take that 
approach. Last week we talked about the good of being a follower of 
Christ: Love, friendship, meno. Today we’re going to read about the cost 
of following Jesus.  

 
Make sure to be aware of time. If the previous exercise 
took longer than 10 minutes, you may want to skip this 
section and move right into Study Scripture. 
 
What is the greatest extent someone has gone to show 

you that he or she loved you? What is the greatest extent you have gone 
to show you loved someone else?  

 

Read John 15:18-16:4 
 
• Read vv. 18-20. How does Jesus describe the 
connection he has with his disciples? How does the world 

relate to both of them? 

• Do you think the world hates Jesus? Why? 

• Why would the world then hate Christians? (See John 7:7) 

 



 

• At the end, Jesus talks about being thrown out of the synagogue. The 
synagogue was a common place of gathering for Jewish people. It was 
essentially the place where a Jewish person felt like they belonged. In 
our current day, what buildings or places are where people gather to 
be together? Where do you gather? What do you think it would be like 
to be thrown out and never allowed to come back? 

Materials: Prepare items for a mystery box. For each 
member collect one item which symbolizes the passage. 
Don't look for the obvious items such as a cross, rather 
choose small articles which could be carried in a purse or 

pocket such as a nail, stone, key, mirror, lipstick, penny or comb. Place the 
items in the box. *The box itself will be provided for you* 
 
Ask: Is it dangerous to be a Christian?  
 
Say something like: Let’s try and think of ways it could be dangerous to 
be a Christian… 
 
Pass around the Mystery Box of items you collected prior to the night. Ask 
each person to reach in and take one item.  
 
Tell the group you are going to read the passage again, and while you’re 
doing so… have each person reflect on ways his or her item suggests that 
following Jesus could be dangerous in our current time. For instance, if the 
person extracts a penny, he or she could mention that radical discipleship 
may mean giving away all of one’s money to help the poor. Hopefully 
there will be many creative responses.  
 
Then have each person exchange items with another. 
 
Say something like: Jesus doesn’t just promise us persecution, but if you 
remember from last week, Jesus promises us a deep connection to him. He 
promises us friendship with him. He promises us love.  
 
At this time, with the new item in hand, have the group reflect on ways his 
or her items suggests that following Jesus has a positive outcome. For 
example: A person with a mirror could say they are now able to reflect 
Jesus Christ to the world. 
 
Say something like: I’d like us to watch a video. This is a video of two 
people who grew up in Islam, yet chose to follow Christ. There were 
consequences they faced for doing it. They truly had to count the cost 
before they chose Jesus.  
 

Counting the cost (on the USB drive) - This story is about a man and a 
women who each chose to leave Islam to follow Jesus and the 
consequences they faced for making such a decision.  



 

Questions for video: 
• What stood out to you about their stories? What surprised you? 

• They chose to follow Christ over being with their family. What would 
you do if presented with that situation? 

 
Say something like: We live in a nation where this is very unlikely to 
happen, but as we’ve already identified, there are still ways the world will 
try and show its hatred toward us. 

 
You don’t need to do all these questions. You may pick 
ahead of time the ones you feel will be most effective for 
conversation. Save the others in case you need more 
time to discuss. 
 

• Have you ever experienced people not liking you (or alienating you) 
because you were a Christian? If so, when? If not, have you ever seen 
it happen to someone else? 

• We live in an age where everyone tries their best to avoid pain, but 
Jesus seems to be saying the opposite. Should Christians expect 
persecution? If we are not being persecuted, does this mean we are 
not Christians? Why or why not? 

 

Prayer this week is focused on specific individuals whose lives have been 
effected by persecution all over the world.  
 

If there is time, there is another video provided on the 
USB drive titled: Suta—VOM. This is a fairly intense story 
at some moments, but it is a good depiction of what 
people go through who choose to share the good news 
of Jesus Christ in parts of the world where it is not 
accepted. 

 
Say something like: The story of Suta is a very common story 
throughout the world. People are giving everything up to follow 
Christ. They are experiencing Jesus words that we read today, “If 
the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first.”  
 
The number one request from those being persecuted isn’t money. 
It isn’t weapons. It is prayer. So that is how we’re going to close 
today.  
 
Break your group up in pairs or groups of three, making sure there 
is an adult in each group. Then hand out a story of a persecuted 
Christian. Have someone in the group read it, and then pray for the 
requests made in the story. You may also want to point out that 
each of these stories have happened within the last month! 



 

Close with a large group prayer: have individuals pray portions of 
this prayer out loud. You may need to take some of it yourself. 
 
Sovereign God, 
we worship You 
and we acknowledge that You know all of those 
who suffer in Your name. 
 
We remember those who are imprisoned for their faith 
and ask that they would join with the Apostle Paul 
to see that even though they remain captive, 
their chains have furthered the gospel, 
not frustrated it. 
 
May they inspire and embolden their fellow believers 
to speak the word of God more courageously and fearlessly. 
 
God of all comfort, 
for those who are tortured both in body and mind, 
give them the grace to endure 
and to see their suffering as part of following in Christ’s footsteps. 
 
Merciful God, 
for those asked to pay the ultimate price; 
who are martyred because of their love for You, 
may they truly know Christ 
and the power of His resurrection 
and the fellowship of sharing in His sufferings, 
becoming like Him in His death. 
 
Father God, 
for those who are widowed and orphaned 
may they know the comfort that comes from Your presence 
even when they walk through the valley. 
 
May they be strengthened by Your Spirit, 
enabling them to rejoice with the psalmist 
as they proclaim that the Lord will not abandon them in death. 
 
Heavenly Father, 
we ask that You would make us ever mindful of our brothers and 
sisters around the world 
who need us to stand with them 
as they suffer in Your name. 
 
Teach us what it means 
to overcome by the blood of the Lamb 
and by the word of our testimony; 
we pray that we would not love our lives so much as to shrink from 
death. 
O Lord, hear our prayer. 

– from Release International 



 

16 Jesus went on to say, “In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a 
little while you will see me.” 
 
17 At this, some of his disciples said to one another, “What does he mean by 
saying, ‘In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a little while you will 
see me,’ and ‘Because I am going to the Father’?” 18 They kept asking, “What does he 
mean by ‘a little while’? We don’t understand what he is saying.” 
 
19 Jesus saw that they wanted to ask him about this, so he said to them, “Are you 
asking one another what I meant when I said, ‘In a little while you will see me no 
more, and then after a little while you will see me’? 20 Very truly I tell you, you will 
weep and mourn while the world rejoices. You will grieve, but your grief will turn to 
joy. 21 A woman giving birth to a child has pain because her time has come; but when 
her baby is born she forgets the anguish because of her joy that a child is born into 
the world. 22 So with you: Now is your time of grief, but I will see you again and you 
will rejoice, and no one will take away your joy. 23 In that day you will no longer ask 
me anything. Very truly I tell you, my Father will give you whatever you ask in my 
name. 24 Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will 
receive, and your joy will be complete. 
 
25 “Though I have been speaking figuratively, a time is coming when I will no longer 
use this kind of language but will tell you plainly about my Father. 26 In that day you 
will ask in my name. I am not saying that I will ask the Father on your behalf. 27 No, 
the Father himself loves you because you have loved me and have believed that I 
came from God. 28 I came from the Father and entered the world; now I am leaving 
the world and going back to the Father.” 
 
29 Then Jesus’ disciples said, “Now you are speaking clearly and without figures of 
speech. 30 Now we can see that you know all things and that you do not even need 
to have anyone ask you questions. This makes us believe that you came from God.” 
31 “Do you now believe?” Jesus replied. 32 “A time is coming and in fact has come 
when you will be scattered, each to your own home. You will leave me all alone. Yet I 
am not alone, for my Father is with me. 
 
33 “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you 
will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” 



 

1. Help students Realize confidence and assurance of following Jesus.  
2. To find a way to tie everything Jesus said together 
 

If you haven’t had an opportunity to review the video for this week’s lesson, please 
take some time to do so now. You can write notes in the space provided below. 

Trouble is coming to those who believe in Jesus, but Jesus 
has overcome the world.  



 

The Sadness 
These are Jesus’ last words to his disciples before his arrest, and it’s clear he’s 
preparing them for what is coming. Throughout chapters 13-16, Jesus’ words to his 
disciples are geared toward helping them understand there is a time of grief, sadness, 
and maybe worse coming their way. The hope that he’s continually promised, however, 
is the Holy Spirit. In order for the Holy Spirit to come, Jesus has to depart.  
Now as he closes out his final words to the disciples, Jesus is pointing to the near future 
where there's sadness, and grief will be centered on the cross and death of Jesus. But 
Jesus doesn't end with this sadness... Instead he ends on a note of hope!  
 
A Little While 
Jesus has been discussing his “going away” for “a little while” for since the beginning of 
this series (john 13). His disciples ask one another what that means, and Jesus is aware 
of the rumblings of those who follow him (more on this later). Thus he gives an answer. 
Those of us who know this story realize Jesus has been talking about his death and 
resurrection. For three days he will be separated from his disciples.  
 
I have told you these things…v.33 
This statement by Jesus is often confined to the section headings. Some would say this 
phrase is only about Jesus talking about how the world will rejoice while his disciples 
mourn. But that is not the case. No, Jesus is talking about Chapters 13-16, and 
everything he’s spoken in his final conversation with his disciples. The purpose of it all is 
to help them find peace in the coming storms ahead. 



 

 

COLLIDE THEMES 
Confusion 

Coming and Going 
Truth 
Love 



 

Have the group begin by using their handouts to both 
THINK and WRITE. It shouldn’t take very long. At the 
end, spend some time going over the answers together.  
 

Say something like: As we just talked about, Good-Byes can be good, 
and sometimes not good. Sometimes they’re really hard, and others are 
easy because we know we’ll see that person soon. What we’ll be reading 
today is Jesus final “good-bye” to his disciples… so realize, this is a fairly 
emotional time… yet the disciples don't really understand that Jesus is 
about to leave them.  
 

Say something like: Before we jump into our passage 
I’d like to begin with a question:  
 
Have you ever been willing to go through pain to get 
something you wanted? If so, when? 
 

 

READ JOHN 16:16-33 
Please remember you don’t have to do all these 
questions, but they’re simply here to begin discussion 
and help students understand how to interpret the 
passage. 

• Read John 16:16-24. What does Jesus tell his disciples that they don’t 
understand? (vv. 16-18) Where is he going? Why are the disciples 
confused?  

• Jesus says the disciples will experience sadness and grief, while the 
world rejoices. What illustration does Jesus give in v. 21 to describe the 
disciples’ pain? Why do you think Jesus uses childbirth as an illustration 
for what’s going to happen to the disciples? 

• What do you think Jesus means when he says the disciples can ask for 
anything in his name and receive it? (vv. 23-24) What does it mean to 
ask for something in Jesus’ name?  

• Read vv. 25-33. How does Jesus say he has been speaking? (v. 25) 
Why do the disciples understand him better now? (v. 29) What do they 
say about Jesus’ knowledge? What does it cause them to do? (v. 30)  

• What does Jesus say the disciples will do to him? (v. 32) How does he 
comfort them in spite of what they will do? What does Jesus say they 
will experience? (v. 33) 



 

 
 

You will be provided with two new sponges. Two bowls 
of water (I would suggest a deeper bowl for this 

exercise, and if they’re clear, that would be even better! One bowl will 
need food coloring, and one bowl will be clear. Caution: You will be 
writing with a dry erase marker on these bowls. If you would rather use 
masking tape and write on the tape, you are welcome to do that. 
 
With a dry erase marker write on the clear water bowl: Trust. On one 
colored bowl write: Fear.  
 
Ask: In what ways have you felt pressure in life? What brings stress? 
How do you normally respond to it? 
 
Has anyone ever caused stress in your life? 
 
Adults: This is a great opportunity for you to share about your struggles in 
life… the trials and tribulations you faced.  
 
Say something like: In Greek, the word for trouble (or some translations: 
tribulation) comes from the word for press. Just as one would press grapes 
to create wine, there’s a squeeze that is involved. So when Jesus says, “In 
this world you will have trouble,” he is saying, “In this world you will be 
pressed/you will face pressure.” It’s undeniable. As we learned last week 
pressure can come in the form of hatred from the world. As we just talked 
about pressure can come from people but also comes from simply life’s 
situations. 
 
If we follow Jesus, there will be moments in life where we’ll feel pressed or 
squeezed. The question is… what will be our response? 
 
Take one clean sponge and dip it into the bowl labeled fear. Take the 
other clean sponge and put it into the clear water. Let both soak up the 
water. 
 
Say something like: When we are squeezed, like these sponges, 
something will come out. We will be forced to respond in some way. There 
are two typical responses to troubles in our lives. One is fear (squeeze the 
fear sponge - the sponge with colored water) and the other is trust 
(squeeze the trust sponge - the sponge with clear water).  
 
Ask: What does it look like when we respond in fear? Some ways to help 
answer are with: anger, running away, immobility, etc. 
 
Ask: What does it look like when we respond with trust? Some answers 
could be: confidence, standing your ground, love, sacrifice, etc. 
 



 

Ask: In order to be squeezed, we must be filled first. You can’t squeeze a 
raisin (a dry grape). What would we need to fill ourselves with to respond 
to troubles in life with fear? 
 
What would we need to fill ourselves with to respond to troubles with 
trust? 
 
Say something like: Jesus doesn’t just end by saying, “In this world you 
will have trouble.” Those would be pretty terrible last words! What does 
Jesus say last? “Take Heart! I have overcome the world!” 
 
Ask: What does it mean that Jesus has overcome the world? Adults:I can 
give you the answer to this, but I feel like it would be good for you to 
come up with this answer on your own. What does it mean that Jesus has 
overcome the world? 
 

 
You don’t need to do all these questions. You may pick 
ahead of time the ones you feel will be most effective for 
conversation. Save the others in case you need more 
time to discuss. 
 

• Do you think prayers in Jesus’ name are different from other prayers? 
If so, how? Does God always answer them?  

• Have you ever had the experience of not understanding something 
Jesus said (in the Bible), and then understanding it later? If so, what 
made the difference?  

• At the end of this passage Jesus talks about a peace you can have in 
the midst of trouble. Have you ever experienced this? If so, when? 

 

Listen to the song: Take Heart by 
Hillsong United 
Materials: You will need a speaker, and a way to play it 
for everyone to hear. If you can’t figure out how to get 

the song, I’ll have a copy of it on the USB thumb drive. 
 
Lyrics will be provided in the student handouts. 
 
As students are listening to this song, have them reflect on the troubles in 
their lives. Have them reflect on what they’ve heard Jesus say over the 
past six weeks of Home Groups. Have them reflect on what they’re afraid 
of.  
 
 



 

At 3:05 in the song, there is a musical interlude (40 seconds), where 
only music plays. During this interlude, read the following passage of 
scripture (I would suggest reading this with some passion or having 
someone else read it with passion): 
 

Romans 8:37-39 NLT 
37 No, despite all these [troubles in life], overwhelming 
victory is ours through Christ, who loved us. 38 And I am 
convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God's love. 
Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither our 
fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow--not even 
the powers of hell can separate us from God's love. 39 No 
power in the sky above or in the earth below--indeed, 
nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from 
the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 
After the song, close with this prayer like this: 
Dear Father,  
 
Thank you for offering peace and courage in the midst of trials. The 
troubles we’re facing did not catch you by surprise, neither are they 
outside of your control. Help us to take heart in the midst of our 
trouble by remembering your finished work. You have defeated the 
ultimate enemy, and even though our trials are painful, we know that 
it will not separate us from your love. In fact, you promise you have 
overcome this whole world, which means you have overcome our 
troubles.  
 
Thank you for loving us so much that you sent your Son to enter into 
human suffering and conquer death forever. You are a good and 
faithful God, and we praise you for the abundant life you’ve given.  
Help us to place our hope, not in the things of this world, but in you 
and you alone.  
 
In Jesus's name, Amen.  



 



 



 


