
 



 

A NOTE FROM PASTOR JOSH  

I want to begin by saying, “Thank You” to each of you involved with Doer Home 
Groups. This is a new concept (at least to me), and I believe this is going to be a great 
way for students and adults to begin to tear down barriers and walls that have been 
unknowingly built up between generations. There is so much life and experience each 
of you have to offer, and my prayer is that God uses this time and your relationship 
with him to help these students grow!  

I also encourage you to remember these students have the ability to teach as well. 
They’re going to ask tough questions, and give great answers. Sometimes, they will be 
quiet (silence is a good thing!), and other times you’ll have a difficult time getting the to 
shut their yappers! No matter what, though, please know they came by choice. They 
did not have to attend youth group. They did not have to play basketball for our 
church. They’re a part of this by choice. Therefore, try and make the most of every 
opportunity you have with them.  

Over the next six weeks, you’ll be studying the Gospel of John, Chapters 13-16. These 
are Jesus’ last words to his disciples before he is betrayed, arrested, put on trial, 
crucified, and resurrected. Jesus, knowing his time has come, makes the most of his 
final moments with his disciples. To me, this is one of the most beautiful, powerful, gut-
wrenching, and love-filled sections found in all four gospels. Jesus bears his soul to his 
disciples, and my hope is you all are able (in some way) to find a piece of this in your six 
weeks together.  

May God bless each of you during this six-week series,  

P. Josh  

 

HIS WORDS 
AN OVERVIEW OF THE NEXT SIX WEEKS  

 
FEB 9: “Do as I have done for you...” (John 13)  
FEB 16: “I AM the way, the truth, and the life...” (John 14)  
 
MAR 1: “But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you…” (John 14&16)  
MAR 8: “I AM the true vine…” (John 15)  
MAR 15: “If the world hates you, keep in mind it hated me first…” (John 15)  
MAR 22: “But take heart! I have overcome the world!” (John 16)  
 

5:30-6:00PM—Dinner at ECC  
6:00-6:15PM—Announcements & P. Josh Preview  
6:15-6:30PM—Load up cars and travel  
6:30-7:45PM—DOER Home Groups  
7:45-8:00PM—Travel back to ECC  



 

COLLIDE When Heaven Met Earth
We have been taking our students on a journey through the Gospel of John from the 
beginning of the school year. Our main goals for the year have been two-fold: 
1. To help students understand and believe that Jesus is both God and man—with this 

comes an understanding of WHY he came to us. 
2. To give students an opportunity to read the Bible correctly. Most, if not all, have 

never read a single book of the bible front to back. This gives us an opportunity to 
do so. 

 
When you see the TRINITY symbol it is our consistent tie that has connected 
every lesson together, because the Trinity is a major player in this Gospel. 

The overall goal (if you haven’t heard it by now) is to create intergenerational small 
groups under the umbrella of youth ministry. Therefore, each of you will have access to 
the curriculum, videos, and any other resources and information given for each week.  
 
Call Home Groups an experiment or call it crazy, but this will be a great opportunity for 
the adults involved in each group to Share Life and Share Christ with a generation of 
young people who desperately need more spiritual adult influence in their lives. Below 
you’ll see how your role will help accomplish this task.  
 
Please remember this is all a work in progress. So there will be aspects that we may find won’t work along 
the way. Please don’t get frustrated, rather come to me with any concerns and we’ll walk through them 
together.  
 

You are the leaders of the group. It will be your responsibility to know the curriculum 
better than the rest. You can lead each segment of the curriculum, or (if the rest in 
your group so desire) you can share the responsibilities. There will also be times you’ll 
need to give specific instructions to either the hosts or drivers prior to Sunday night. So 
it is suggested you be as prepared as possible.  
 
Your main goal will be to help accomplish the Teaching Goals for the week, as well as help the whole 
group walk away understanding the Main Theme.  
 

We’re invading your homes each Sunday! So thank you! We will be arriving after 
having a meal, but if you so desire to have snacks or drinks I’m sure the students would 
appreciate it (but this is not necessary). You will be expected to participate in the 
gathering time, and to have at reviewed the curriculum.  
 
There may be times we will need to use aspects of your home such as a kitchen, or times the meeting 
area needs to be set up in a particular way.  
 

We are assuming that each home will have anywhere between 5-8 youth in 
attendance. Therefore we are anticipating needing drivers for each week. There are 
also elements of the curriculum that involve travel at times. So drivers, you’ll need to at 
least read through the curriculum each week to be prepared for your tasks. You will 
also be expected to participate in the gathering time as well.  



 

 
The process of preparation varies on each individual and their roles. If you are a 
facilitator, your preparation time will be significantly more than most others. With each 
lesson and each week, you’ll see what has been provided for you below. My only 
request is to PLEASE DO NOT WAIT UNTIL THE SUNDAY OF TO PREPARE.  
 

Though we are making our way through the Gospel of John, there’s no way we could 
cover every verse and word written (Although I wish we had time to!). Therefore, each 
week is a highlighted set of verses that we’ll spend our time studying. It is encouraged 
you read this passage a few times to become familiar with it.  
 

This is the knowledge we’re desiring students to walk away with. Usually it fits into one 
or two sentences. It’s the heart (or in some cases a glimpse of the heart) of what Jesus 
is saying in the verses we are highlighting. Our desire is for them to know the heart of 
what Jesus is saying.  
 

These are practical goals, tools, or information we’re hoping students can grasp when 
they leave. Consider this as the tangibles to the Main Theme.  
 

Each lesson will have a teaching video that will be for adult use only. They are not 
intended to be shown as part of the curriculum. They’ll help give context to the 
scripture we’re studying, as well as give explanation for the week’s curriculum and 
what we’re trying to accomplish.  
 
There is also a section for you to write notes if you’d like to add anything to the 
curriculum yourself.  
 

Each week there is a written context, that most likely won’t be covered in the video. 
It’s added information to help you in your own study and better understand the words 
you are reading from Jesus. 
  
COLLIDE THEMES
Throughout the Gospel of John, we continue to see specific themes that point to the 
divinity and humanity of Jesus. All these themes were introduced in the first 18 verses 
of the book! Essentially, their purpose is to show how heaven and earth COLLIDED in 
the person of Jesus Christ. Please try and familiarize yourself with these… this is not an 
exhaustive list.  

Collision of Heaven and Earth  
Life (Eternal Life)  

Light/Darkness (Seeing/Blindness)  
Testify/Testimony/Witness  

Misunderstanding/Confusion  

Children of God  
Born Again/From Above  

Truth  
Known/Unknown  

Abide (Chapter 1:32)  



 

Each week there are six different aspects to your small group time:  

(Times Vary) This is an opening activity or maybe even an experience 
that students will be involved in to get the evening rolling. There may 
be a direct link to the lesson for the day, or it may be a “get-to-know-
you” activity. Either way, it’s purpose is to bring comfort to the group 
and create a more relaxed atmosphere.  
 
 
(Spend Approx 5min)This is designed to get the group discussing. The 
questions tend to be more surface questions, but get the group 
thinking and hopefully talking, and may lead to some funny 
conversations.  
 
 
(Approx 20min) Each week you’ll be provided with a passage that 
your small group will investigate and learn through. This is the meat 
of your time together. There are teaching goals with each week we 
are trying to accomplish, along with an overall message (Main Theme) 
we want students to take home with them.  
 
 
(Approx 15-20min) Each small group interaction will have some sort of 
activity that will drive home the main point of the week. This is done in 
the middle to help keep students alive! There will also be some follow-
up questions to go along with the activity.  
 
Most activities involve the whole group, and are designed for all to be able to play. 
There shouldn’t be activities too physically strenuous.  
 
 
(Approx 10min) Doer questions help your group live God’s Word (their 
answers come from how they apply the Scripture). Consider this the 
endgame of your time together. We want students to walk away 
realizing that God isn’t complacent, nor should we be. This is an 
excellent opportunity for adults to share life experiences that relate 
to the topics discussed.  
 
Pick and choose which you think your group will respond best to, and if you find 
your group is wanting to spend more time on one question, that’s great!  
 
 
(Approx 10min) Prayer is extremely important. Each student will be 
provided with a student handbook for the six-week curriculum. At the 
end of each lesson, they’ll be given a space to write out prayer 
requests and see how God moves in your time together. Each lesson 
has its own personalized prayer guide.  



 

13 It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for 
him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the 
world, he loved them to the end. 
 
2 The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already prompted Judas, the 
son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. 3 Jesus knew that the Father had put all things 
under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; 4 so he 
got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his 
waist. 5 After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ 
feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 
 
6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 
 
7 Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will 
understand.” 
 
8 “No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.” 
 
Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.” 
 
9 “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head as 
well!” 
 
10 Jesus answered, “Those who have had a bath need only to wash their feet; their 
whole body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you.” 11 For he knew 
who was going to betray him, and that was why he said not every one was clean. 
 
12 When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his 
place. “Do you understand what I have done for you?” he asked them. 13 “You call me 
‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. 14 Now that I, your Lord and 
Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. 15 I have 
set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. 16 Very truly I tell you, 
no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who 
sent him. 17 Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them. 
 
18 “I am not referring to all of you; I know those I have chosen. But this is to fulfill this 
passage of Scripture: ‘He who shared my bread has turned against me.’ 

 
19 “I am telling you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will 
believe that I am who I am. 20 Very truly I tell you, whoever accepts anyone I send 
accepts me; and whoever accepts me accepts the one who sent me.” 



 

1. Help the group realize the significance of what Jesus is doing by washing feet. 
2. Remind the group our role as followers of Christ is to “do as [Christ has done] for 
you...” 

 

If you haven’t had an opportunity to review the video for this week’s lesson, please 
take some time to do so now. You can write notes in the space provided below. 

Jesus teaches his disciples (and us) to be the most humble of 
servants to one another. 



 

Passover Feast (Or the Last Supper) 
This is a different account of Jesus’ last meal than the other three gospels (The Synop-
tic Gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke). We can be confident that this is the last meal, be-
cause of many of the same elements that are connected to the others (such as: Jesus 
aware of Judas’ betrayal, Peter’s denial, and the focus on servanthood. Plus there’s a 
reference to the Passover and Jesus eating with his disciples. 
 
Regardless, some scholars believe that the author knew he was writing to people who 
are already familiar with communion, therefore to record anything about “the bread 
and the cup” would be too redundant and unnecessary. There is also John 6, where Je-
sus says his body is real food and his blood is real drink which many believe is John’s 
reference to communion. The belief is that the author wanted to use other events of 
the last supper to provide the audience with more information of who Jesus is by show-
ing an extreme act of selflessness. 
 
Time Had Come 
See John 2:4; 7:6-8 
Jesus had been explaining to his family (mother and brothers) that his “time had not yet 
come.” Yet here is Jesus with his disciples (potentially his true family), and John makes 
note that Jesus knew his “time had come.”  
 
John is speaking of the cross. In Matthew 26:18 it is referred to Jesus’ “appointed time.” 
It’s what this whole gospel, every theme and thread has been pointing to. And now, 
the time is finally here! 
 
Washing Feet (Adapted From the NIV Application Commentary) 
Footwashing was common in first-century Jewish culture (and Roman culture as well) 
and can be seen as a ritual of daily cleansing, as a religious act (such as washing the 
hands and feet in hot water before Sabbath), or as a token of hospitality when some-
one first entered a home. This was a world where roads were dusty and sandals were 
worn daily. See Luke 7:36-50 or 1 Timothy 5:10 for examples of foot washing’s place in 
this ancient society.  
 
The task of footwashing was considered so lowly that according to some Jewish 
sources, Jewish slaves were exempt and the job kept for Gentiles. One story reports 
how Rabbi Ishmael returned home and his wife tried to wash his feet. He refused, 
claiming it was too demeaning. She took the question to a rabbinic court, arguing that it 
was in fact an honor. In the splendid romantic Jewish book of Joseph and Asenath, Jo-
seph's bride, Asenath, is so overcome with love for Joseph that she offers to wash his 
feet. When Joseph protests and sends for a servant girl, Asenath interrupts him, "No, 
my Lord, because you are my lord from now on and I (am) your maidservant. For your 
feet are my feet and your hands are my hands ... another woman will never wash your 
feet" (20:4). 
 
 



 

At the very least, all our ancient sources show that footwashing was a degrading and 
lowly task. However, like above when done by a wife (for her husband), a child (for 
his/her parents), or a pupil (for his teacher), it was always an act of extreme devotion. 
But since it was an act that visually defined social status, in no way do we find 
examples with a person of "higher" status washing the feet of those beneath him. 
When Jesus "takes off his outer clothing” and wraps a towel around himself 
(13:4), he is adopting the posture of a slave. Consider this as you read John 13:3. 
 

COLLIDE THEMES 
Coming/Going 

Heaven and Earth Collide 
Confusion/Misunderstanding 



 

Split everyone into pairs (if you can stress 
intergenerations). Each pair is responsible for finding 10 
things they have in common with one another. Make sure 
to write them in the small group handbook. Remember to 

tell everyone easy cop-outs aren’t allowed, like “we both have hands”. 
Once they find 10 things they have in common, they share their 
discoveries with the group. 
 
The point of this icebreaker is to help begin conversations and to find 
some similarities between you and your partner. 
 

 
What would most people say are three qualities that 
make a great leader?  
 
What are the qualities that make someone a bad leader? 
 

 
 

Say something like: The men that Jesus met with saw 
him as their leader. They gave up everything to follow 
them. We’re going to read about Jesus as a leader, and 
how he showed leadership to his disciples. 
 

READ JOHN 13:1-20 
 
Ask:  
You may need to pick and choose which questions to focus on, follow the 
conversation where it goes. BUT if things get off track, use these 
questions to bring it back on track. Also, notice the main theme and 
teaching goals. This is what we’re trying to accomplish with each lesson, 
and let that be your guide. 
 
• Peter obviously didn’t want Jesus to wash his feet. Why do you think he 

was so opposed? Look at Jesus response in v. 7. What do you think he 
means by this? 
 

• Look at verses 2 and 10. If Jesus already knew what Judas was going 
to do, why do you think he washed his feet? What insight does this give 
you about Jesus’ love? 
 

• In verse 14, Jesus tells his disciples to wash each other’s feet. Do you 
think this is literal? What do you think he’s really getting at? 



 

Materials: a slip of paper for every member of the 
group, pencils, and a hat  or container. 
 

At this time you’ll want to be aware of the time. You may need to help 
students along with this process. 
 

Say something like: This experience for Jesus’ disciples was extremely 
awkward and weird. They didn’t want to do it. They were either silent (and 
most likely wondering what Jesus was doing) or they protested like Peter 
because it was socially wrong for this to take place. 
 
Start thinking about a moment in your life where you felt extremely 
awkward or were completely embarrassed... 
 
Description: 
Give everyone a slip of paper and a pencil and have each person write an 
embarrassing moment they've experienced that no one else in the group 
knows about. Tell the group the moment can be a childhood experience or 
one that happened in more recent years. You may need to stress that the 
embarrassing moment needs to be an appropriate moment for the whole 
group. 
 
Ask the group not to identify names of places on their slips, so as to not 
give the information away. Collect the slips and put them in a hat or 
container so they may be chosen at random. 
 
Read each slip aloud. Have students in their notebooks, write down who 
belongs with what story. After you’ve read through them all, then have 
students attempt to figure out whose embarrassing moment is listed. Give 
three teenagers a chance to guess each situation. If they're incorrect, 
have the "guilty party reveal his or her identity. After all the slips have 
been read, form groups of no more than four to discuss the following 
questions.  
 
Say something like: We all have embarrassing moments in life. Sometimes 
they’re of our own doing. Sometimes they’re caused by others. But usually 
in those moments, we are given an opportunity to learn something new.  
 
For Jesus’ disciples, Jesus was thrusting a very embarrassing moment 
upon them. Their leader, their master, the one they’d chosen to leave 
everything behind and follow… he is making them feel foolish. 
 
Ask: What is Jesus trying to help his disciples understand? 
 
Say something like: Life isn’t about being powerful. It’s not about being 
the most important person in the room. It’s about being the one who loves 
through selflessness… even loving the ones who want to betray and kill 
you. 



 

You don’t need to do all these questions. You may pick 
ahead of time the ones you feel will be most effective for 
conversation. Save the others in case you need more 
time to discuss. 
 

• Read verse 3. What do you think it means that Jesus had all things 
under his power? If you had all the power in the world, what do you 
think you would do? What did Jesus do? 

• If you had been one of the disciples in this passage, do you think you 
would have spoken up (like Peter) or been silent (like the rest)? Why?  

• What would be an example of “washing someone’s feet”? How do we 
do this today?  

• If Jesus was going to do something like this in our culture, what do you 
think he would do?  

• Look at Jesus’ promise in v. 17. Have you ever been blessed by serving 
others? If so, when? 

 

Please make sure to leave time for prayer... 
Ask for prayer requests, and then have individuals pray 
for them out loud. 
 
Close with a prayer asking for us to have hearts like 

Jesus that are humble and selfless. 
 
Feel free to use or edit this prayer (or don’t use it at all): 

 
Adapted from Philippians 2:5-10 

Humble Creator, even though you are the most powerful, the 
greatest the world has ever seen, you made yourself the 
least.  
 
We praise your for becoming like us in the flesh, and making 
yourself the lowest as a slave.  
 
We are moved that you would make yourself so low that you 
would die for us, even the death of a thief.  
 
So may you teach us to have the same heart and attitude you 
show us everyday. Use that heart to change the world, and 
show the world there is no one greater to be praised than 
Jesus Christ who is lifted up and sitting at the right hand of 
the Father. 
 
To you be all glory, honor, and power forever and ever. 
Amen. 



 



 

5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we 

know the way?” 

6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me. 7 If you really know me, you will know my Father as 
well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.” 

8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.” 

9 Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you 
such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 
‘Show us the Father’? 10 Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father 
is in me? The words I say to you I do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the 
Father, living in me, who is doing his work. 11 Believe me when I say that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the works 
themselves. 12 Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have 
been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, because I am going to 
the Father. 13 And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be 
glorified in the Son. 14 You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it. 



 

1. We want students to believe in Jesus as the way to the Father. To know there is only 
ONE way, not many ways and that Jesus is one of the ways. 

2. To help students see that Jesus is the connection to the Father that we’ve needed, 
and his role is to connect us to Him. 

3. If we are connected to God, then we will be able to do “greater things” to build 
God’s Kingdom. 

 

If you haven’t had an opportunity to review the video for this week’s lesson, please 
take some time to do so now. You can write notes in the space provided below. 

There is no other way to a holy life with the Father than 
through Jesus.  



 

Where are you going? 
One of John’s major themes is the question of Jesus’ origin and destination. “Where are 
you from?” many ask. “Where are you going?” inquire others. It is here, during Jesus' 
final words that he gives an answer to both in one culminating statement. “I AM the 
way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” 
 
Jesus claim of I AM (God’s name) alongside his declaration of where he’s going (to the 
Father) gives reference to where he’s from: From Above [The Heavens]. The two are 
intimately connected, because he’s from heaven, and it’s to heaven which he will re-
turn. What is even more beautiful about this statement is Jesus also defines his purpose 
in coming to the world. To be a conduit. To be the one who connects both heaven and 
earth, for it is through HIM and HIM ALONE that we may be able to join him with the 
Father. 
 
I AM… 
This is the 6th of the 7 I AM statements followed by a phrase that directly correlates to 
images and metaphors that reference Jesus as God. The Way - answers Thomas’ ques-
tion of the way to the Father. The Truth - reflects on Jesus’ words in 5:19 and 8:29, 
where he operates only as the Father desires. The Life - takes us back to Jesus’ last I 
AM statement where he claims he is the resurrection and the life. Eternal life is only 
found in him. 
 
I and the Father are One 
This is not the first (nor the last) time Jesus says this. John is being overtly clear about 
Jesus’ connection with the Father. They are united. They are one. John’s push toward 
the Trinity here is very clear, and this theme culminates in John 17 when Jesus prays to 
the Father. 



 

 

COLLIDE THEMES 
Misunderstanding 

Meno - Abide 
Coming and Going 

Heaven and Earth Collide 
Truth 
Life 



 

Each student will be given a map with directions to a 
destination: their Host Home. Along the way passengers  
will be encouraged to take pictures of and mark on their 
map different landmarks that will be used later in the 

small group time. Instructions will be given before we depart from the 
church. 
 

You will be responsible for 
getting students to each spot on 

the journey to the destination. Realize what normally would be a 5 minute 
drive, will now be a 15 minute drive. 
 

 
What was different in the way we came to this house 
from last week? 
 
Truth is, there are many ways to get here. Someone else 
give me another way to get here... 

 
If someone said to you, “There are many ways to get to God.” What would 
you say to them? 

 
Say Something Like: Today, we’re going to study a 
passage where Jesus talks about a destination and how 
to get there… and in his words, there is only one way to 
get there. 
 

READ JOHN 14:5-14 as a group. 
 
• Read vv. 5-7. What does Thomas ask Jesus? Does Jesus answer his 

question? What does he say? 

• What do you think Jesus is saying in v. 6? Can people get to God 
without going through Jesus? 

• In verse 12, what does Jesus say will happen after he goes to the 
Father? Who will be able to do great things after that?  What do you 
think Jesus means by “greater things”? What are the conditions? 



 

Materials: Students will need to have taken pictures 
of different  “landmarks” along the way. 
 

Have students pull up the pictures on their phones of some of the 
landmarks they took on their journey to the Host Home.  
 
Ask: Why did you take a picture of ______ (fill in the blank with some of 
the more interesting landmarks).  
 
Ask: If you were to look at your life up to this point as a destination that 
has you at this moment right now. What would you consider a few 
landmarks along the way? Maybe write a few down on your poster board.  
 
Facilitators and other adults… this would be a good moment to have 
prepared a story or LANDMARK in your journey that God used to grow 
you closer to him or maybe even farther away from him. 
 
PREP: Take a moment  and write of a LANDMARK in your life… 

Say Something Like: It’s these moments in life, these instances that God 
uses to help shape us into who we are. And sometimes they’re better 
moments and others they’re not so good. But it comes down to how we 
allow God to use these LANDMARKS that draws us closer to him or 
farther away, and also gives us an opportunity to speak about and tell the 
story of who God is in our lives. 
 
It’s when we allow Jesus to use the good and the bad moments in life that 
we begin to see him use us for Greater Things. We can use these stories to 
tell others about what God is doing. 



 

You don’t need to do all these questions. You may pick 
ahead of time the ones you feel will be most effective for 
conversation. Save the others in case you need more 
time to discuss. 
 

• Much of what Jesus said was controversial. His statement in verse 6 is 
still controversial today. If someone asked you if you had to be a 
Christian to get to heaven, based on this passage, how would you 
respond?  

• Do you feel like you’re able to do great things for God? If so, what? If 
not, why not?  

• Look at Jesus’ promise in v. 14. Do you think this promise is for us 
today? Are there conditions to this promise? If so, what are they? 

 

Please make sure to leave time for prayer... 
Ask: Look at Jesus’ promise in vv. 13-14. Do you think 
Jesus is saying he will do whatever people ask him to 
do? If not, which things will he do? 
 

Say something like: It’s important to realize that in Jesus saying “ask 
anything in my name…” comes with a caveat. Jesus and the Father are 
one, and he does only what the Father tells him to do (John 5:19 & 8:29). 
The same is true with this statement, Jesus will do anything that is in line 
with The Father. So if our desires are the same as the Father’s, and we ask 
for it in Jesus’ name, then we will receive it. 
 
With that understanding… have the group share prayer requests. And 
have people within the group pray for the requests. 
 
Close with a prayer about the confidence we have in Jesus Christ. 
 
Feel free to use or edit this prayer (or don’t use it at all): 
 

Most Trustworthy Father, 
We are humbled that you desire a relationship with us. We 
are aware of your wonder, and also aware that we’ve 
rejected you time and time again. Thank you for your son, 
Jesus Christ. For we believe it is through him and him alone 
that we will receive a holy life united with you. 
 
We also believe in the power of Jesus’ name. It is through the 
name of Jesus Christ that all people should bow and proclaim 
that He is Lord. Amen. 



 



 

15 “If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give 
you another advocate to help you and be with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth. The 
world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know 
him, for he lives with you and will be in you. 18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will 
come to you. 19 Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see 
me. Because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will realize that I am in my 
Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. 21 Whoever has my commands and keeps 
them is the one who loves me. The one who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I 
too will love them and show myself to them.” 
22 Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, “But, Lord, why do you intend to show 
yourself to us and not to the world?” 
23 Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love 
them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. 24 Anyone who does 
not love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they 
belong to the Father who sent me. 
25 “All this I have spoken while still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, 
whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of 
everything I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not 
give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be 
afraid. 
28 “You heard me say, ‘I am going away and I am coming back to you.’ If you loved 
me, you would be glad that I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than 
I. 29 I have told you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will 
believe. 30 I will not say much more to you, for the prince of this world is coming. He 
has no hold over me, 31 but he comes so that the world may learn that I love the 
Father and do exactly what my Father has commanded me. 

“Come now; let us leave. 



 

1. We are going to help students recognize the importance of loving Jesus through 
obedience.  
 

2. We will spend a good deal of time on the significance of the Holy Spirit and help 
students understand the role he plays in our lives as it relates to Jesus and our 
purpose. 

 

If you haven’t had an opportunity to review the video for this week’s lesson, please 
take some time to do so now. You can write notes in the space provided below. 

Jesus set the stage for the Holy Spirit to do powerful 
works in us and through us. But do we let him? 



 

If you love me… (vv.15 & 23) 
Jesus uses this statement and another almost exactly like it to spur his disciples to 
OBEY. Love = Obedience. Amanda often says to our kids, one way to show Mommy 
and Daddy that you love us is to listen to us and do what we say. It’s such a simple rev-
elation. Our children know they love their mom and dad, but their selfishness and diso-
bedience often disrupt the communication of their love. If you love me… obey my com-
mands. This isn’t a guilted tyranny, rather it’s a request out of humility and submission 
(remember back to Jesus washing his disciples feet). Jesus loved us therefore he sub-
mitted himself to us. 
 
The Holy Spirit/The World Cannot Accept Him 
This is Jesus’ first promise of the Spirit in John. Jesus has made many references to the 
Spirit, and so far in John when he does reference the Holy Spirit he describes his un-
derstanding “from above” often confusing people. Essentially, Jesus understands the 
things from above because the Holy Spirit dwells within him and because that’s where 
he came from! Now the promise from Jesus will be that the Holy Spirit will dwell with 
us… think John 1:14… instead of him becoming flesh, he indwells in our flesh…  
 
This also means the world cannot accept him. It’s evident throughout the Old Testa-
ment that the world did not accept God, the Father. Throughout the gospels we see Je-
sus reject over and over, and now the promise from Jesus is that the world will not ac-
cept the Holy Spirit either. One important note, though, is that the only way the world 
experiences the Holy Spirit is in those whom he dwells (The Church, A.K.A. you and 
me!). Therefore, the promise of the world reject the Holy Spirit will transfer to those in 
whom he dwells… you and me! Jesus will mention this a few times in the coming chap-
ters. The world will hate us because it first hated him! 
 
Connection to John 16:5-16 
This is the 2nd Promise of the Holy Spirit and one that we will spend some time focusing 
on in our home groups. 



 

 

COLLIDE THEMES 
Heaven and Earth Collide  

(this time in the form of the Holy Spirit) 
Light - as related to “seeing” 

Life 
Coming and Going 



 

SUPPLIES: 13x9-inch pan of Rice Krispy Treats, a 
knife, paper, pens or pencils 
 

If you need reimbursed for this, 
or don’t know how to make it, 

please let us know and we’ll be sure to find a way to help you make Rice 
Krispy Treats. 
 
Using a pan of Rice Krispy treats, paper, and a pen or pencil. Have each 
person cut out a rice cereal treat in the shape of the first letter of his or 
her name. For example, Kim would cut out the letter "K" and Jack the 
letter "J". 
 
When all members have cut out their letters and removed them from the 
pan, the team must come up with a phrase, rhyme, or funny expression 
using their letters as the first letters in the words of their phrase. We will 
be sharing this phrase as a group when we arrive back at the church. The 
group with the best phrase, rhyme or expression gets a surprise for their 
next meeting at the beginning of March! 
 
Ask: We're all known by our names on earth. But for most of us, we have 
people who know us by more than just a name. Who would you say knows 
you the closest? 
 
Why do these people know you so well? 
 
Say something like: Usually, we find the people who know us best know 
us because they love us dearly. The same can be true of Jesus. We know 
him because we love him, and he knows us because of his love for us. 
Let’s take some time and look at what Jesus has to say about this… 
 

 
READ JOHN 14:15-31 
Say Something Like: There’s much happening here for 
sure, so let’s break it down into two parts. There’s more 
we can focus on but we’re going to focus on two major 
aspects of this passage. First, what it means to love 

Jesus, and second, how the Holy Spirit plays a role in our love for Jesus. 
 
Let’s begin by talking about what it means to love Jesus... 

•  
 



 

Have a person read: John 14:15-17 
• Why does Jesus say that if we love him, we'll obey his commands? 

• In what ways does Jesus distinguish between those who love him and 
those who don't? 

• Do you think it’s possible to love Jesus and not obey him? Why or why 
not? 

Have someone else read: John 14:23-24 
• How does Jesus say we show our love for him? (v. 23) What does he 

say will be the result? 

• What do you think the Holy Spirit’s presence has to do with obedience? 

 

I want to make a caveat to what’s happening here. 
There is no perfect analogy to the Trinity. The Trinity is 
beyond our comprehension. But we have ways of trying 

to help begin to grasp who Jesus is. In this analogy we’re going to look at 
three forms of H2O and see a similarity in the Trinity. 
 

SUPPLIES: Kitchen, Ice, Water, 
and a boiling pot of water. 

(You’ll need to be gathered around in a Kitchen for this one. If you don’t 
have a Kitchen that can accommodate your group, you may need to use/
borrow an electric skillet or heating coil for this.) 
 
Ask: Does anyone know the chemical formula for water? Answer: H2O. 
 
Ask: Here we have three forms of H2O. What do we call these three 
forms? Ice, Water, and Steam.  
 
Say something like: In Christianity, we believe in something called The 
Trinity. The Father, The Son and the Holy Spirit. We believe they’re all the 
same God, but three different persons. Here’s where it gets a little crazy… 
As you can see, ice… water… and steam each have three forms of the 
same compound, H2O. However, if we were to pick a single compound of 
H2O, it can only be one of those three forms at one time. It can’t be 
water, ice, and steam all at once.  
 
The difference with God is he is all three The Father, The Son, and the 
Holy Spirit at the same time. And this is where we must realize something 
true about God and who we are. There are simply aspects of God we will 
never fully understand or grasp, and this is one that we can’t fully wrap 
our minds around. What we can do is see the evidence of the three. 



 

Ask: Where would you say you’ve seen Jesus work? The Holy Spirit? The 
Father? 
 
Some answers to help get the conversation moving could be: 
Jesus - on the cross, healing people, resurrection, preparing a room for us 
Holy Spirit - In people helping the poor, in the church praying for one 
another, in unity of believers 
The Father - Creation, childbirth 

 
On your paper board, you will need to have the trinity 
diagram drawn. See picture below… 
 
Say something like: We’re going to spend a little time 
talking about the third 

person of the Trinity: The Holy Spirit. 
 
Questions: 
You don’t need to do all these questions. You 
may pick ahead of time the ones you feel will 
be most effective for conversation. Save the 
others in case you need more time to discuss. 
 
• What do you picture when you think of the 

Holy Spirit? Why?  
 
Have one person read: John 14:15-17 

• What two things does Jesus call the Holy Spirit?  

• Why does Jesus refer to the Holy Spirit as the Counselor and the Spirit 
of truth? What do you think this means? 

Have another read: John 14:25-26 

• What does Jesus say the Holy Spirit will do for the disciples? (vv. 26-
27) (List all the things you see in these verses on your poster board.) 

Have another read: John 16:5-16 

• What does Jesus say in this passage about what the Holy Spirit will 
do? (vv. 8, 13-14)  

• What needs to happen for the Holy Spirit to come? (v. 7) 



 

You don’t need to do all these questions. You may pick 
ahead of time the ones you feel will be most effective for 
conversation. Save the others in case you need more 
time to discuss.Have you ever experienced the Holy 
Spirit guiding you in your life? If so, what did it feel like? 

 
• How is the Holy Spirit at work in your life right now? Would you say he 

is guiding, teaching, reminding, or convicting? Why? 
 

• Do you think feelings of guilt are the work of the Holy Spirit? Is this just 
for Christians—or for everyone? 

 
 
PREPARATION: Gather 3x5 cards, pencils, newsprint, a 
marker, tape, and a Bible. Write the following 
open-ended statements on the paper board: 

 
I'm worried that... 

I'm afraid of... 
My heart hurts when... 

 
Give each person three 3x5 cards and a pencil. Each person will work 
alone to complete the sentences written on the paper board. When 
everyone has completed this, read John 14:26-27.  
 
Say something like: Jesus wants us to have peace in our hearts, so he 
has left the Holy Spirit as our comforter and helper. Let's ask for peace, 
comfort, and help from God, who cares about our con ferns and feelings.  
 
Split in groups of guys and girls and share what they've written on their 
cards. Pray for the concerns of their partners. Have one person from 
each group end by reading Jesus’ statement in v. 27. 
 
Close with a prayer to the Holy Spirit. 
 
Feel free to use or edit this prayer (or don’t use it at all): 
 

Mighty Counselor, Our Comforter, Holy Spirit, 
May you be praised this evening in our understanding of you. 
We know you are the one who draws us nearer to God and 
nearer to each other. We believe you are the one who 
teaches us and reminds us of the heart of Christ’s teachings.  
 
May we humble ourselves before you and learn to trust your 
ways. Help us to be obedient to your voice and make us bold 
in our proclamation of hope in Jesus Christ. 
 
We are grateful for your presence in each of us and this 
group. Amen. 



 



 



 


