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WEEKLY DEVOTIONAL 
November 10-16 



THE PURPOSE OF THIS DEVOTIONAL 

The purpose is simple. We want you to read your Bible more, and grow 
closer to Jesus Christ as a result of it! These devotions are to help you 
learn how to read the Bible, and provide you with tools to actively live 
out your faith. By the end of the school year, if you use this devotion at 
least once each week, you will have read the whole book of John. 
 

Yes, we know there are 7 days in a week, and we only provided you with 4 
devotions! The purpose behind that was to not overwhelm you. If you can’t 
do 4 days, do 3. If you can’t do 3, do 2. The goal is for you to spend time 
with God! If you do just 1 devotion each week, you will have read the entire 
book of John! 
 

THE WAY TO USE IT 

First, each day is from a different author. It could be someone on staff at 
Eaton Community Church. It can be from a student, a teacher, or another 
author. There will always be at least one devotion from a Classic Writer. 
These will probably be more for the experienced readers, but we encourage 
you to not skip that week. It may be a time to get a parent or an adult to 
help you understand what’s being talked about. There will sometimes be an 
excerpt from a devotional by Laurie Polich called Dive Into Living Water. 
We will not hit every devotion, so I encourage you to get this devotional if 
you like it.  
 

Each week there will be a passage from The Book of John that we 
encourage you to read each day. Along with your weekly reading is a 
scripture that is the focus of a particular day. We encourage you to 
memorize or at least read it multiple times. 
 

For the week, we are going to give you an “activity” we believe will help 
you grow your faith, or maybe help you take the next step in your 
relationship with God. The truth is, being a follower of Christ isn’t 
something we just think about, or learn about, it’s something we DO. And 
that “DO” is on you! It’s your responsibility to make it happen! And we’re 
here to help by giving you ideas. 
 

Lastly, on the back is our Prayer Section. Prayer is vitally important in 
our growing relationship with Christ. On this page you can write prayer 
requests, as well as use the ACTS prayer guide to write out prayers or 
say them aloud.  
 

Please take some time each week to spend it with Jesus. Even if you don’t 
use this devotion, we want you to spend time with the one who made you! 



Weekly DOER Activity 
 

As a family, or get together with another family and plan a night of 
communion together. Talk to your parent or guardian about who will 
lead this. Give the leader the following script below to follow, if they 
need help. 
 
FAMILY COMMUNION SERVICE 
 
Needs: Loaf of Bread/Small Cups of Grape Juice 
 
Scripture Reading: John 6:51, 54-57 
 
Pass out the bread 
 
Say Something Like: When Jesus was gathered with his disciples in the 
upper room, he said, “This is my body, which is broken for you. Take and 
eat in remembrance of me.” 
 
Spoken Prayer (after all have eaten): Jesus, we are grateful for your 
sacrifice. We desire you to fill our lives, so please come and fill us 
with your Spirit that we may live with you and for you forever. Amen. 
Pass out the cups 
 
Say Something Like: In the same way, Jesus took the cup and said, “This is 
my blood,which has been shed for you. When you drink, drink all of it in 
remembrance of me.” 
 
Spoken Prayer (after everyone drinks): Gracious Lord, it is you who has 
made yourself lower on our behalf. It is you who showed us true love 
by laying down your life for us. We are grateful and we remember! We 
remember your sacrifice! Thank You, we are not worthy of your love, 
yet you love us the same. Amen. 
 
You may want to close with these questions: 
• Why do you think communion is so important to us as Christians? 
• Why is it important for us to do this regularly together? 



Day 1: From The Classics 
Resource: Day by Day Through the Gospel of John 

Daily Reading: John 6:1-71 
Today’s Scripture Focus: John 6:15 

 
These words enable us to come to some understanding of the role or 
place of force in the gospel of Jesus Christ. It is a common saying that 
some men have greatness thrust upon them. From all such men Jesus 
Christ separates himself, knowing that what is done by force or 
compulsion may by force or compulsion be undone. So He would not have 
a kingdom that was forced upon Him, nor would He be forced upon a 
kingdom. Wonderful words are written upon the blood-red banner of 
this King. Read some of them: “Put your sword away” (John 18: 11). “My 
kingdom is not of this world” (John 18: 36). “He made himself nothing, but 
taking the very nature of a servant . . .” (Philippians 2: 7). “Here I am! I 
stand at the door and knock” (Revelation 3: 20). Are these kingly words? 
Jesus would not be a man-made king; in some other way He would come 
to the throne. The leader of the masses must live by popular favor; this 
man must rule by a deeper and nobler law. So He passes away from the 
impulsive crowd.  
 
This is the second time that Jesus declined to be a king. It is not every 
man who has two such chances in one lifetime—Jesus had them and 
despised them. Once He was shown all the kingdoms of the world and 
the glory of them and was told that they might be His if He would bend 
you see, depends upon how you get hold of your kingdom. If you have 
offered false worship for your kingdom, it will rot in your grip, and if 
you have been forced upon a reluctant heart, that heart will cast you 
off in the springtime of its returning power. Jesus came to be a king, yes; 
King of kings and Lord of lords, but His kingdom has nothing to do with 
force or compulsion.  
 
Jesus Christ reigns by distinct consent of the human mind. This King 
knocks at our door and offers himself as the gospel for our soul. When 
I look at Him speaking these words, there glows through His carpenter’s 
garments a light that supersedes the sun. We love Him because He first 
loved us. He lays hold of our entire loves, leaves no element of it 
unclaimed, dominates the whole sphere of our purified and sanctified 
desires—that means an everlasting reign. When I put these things 
together, I cannot tell how my heart glows with love to this wondrous 
Nazarene. Even so, come and reign over us, Ancient of Days!  

JOSEPH PARKER 



In your own words, what do you think Joseph Parker is saying: 



Day 2: Walking on Water 
Book: Dive Into Living Water by Laurie Polich 

Daily Reading: John 6:1-71 
Today’s Scripture Focus: John 6:16-22 

 
I used to love slumber parties. (Although I'm not sure why they were 
called that since "slumber" was the one thing you didn't do.) But there is 
one slumber party that stands out in my memory. 
 
My friends and I were huddled in the stairwell telling ghost stories. It 
was the perfect setting: The lights were off, and the doors were closed 
at the top and bottom of the staircase. So it was kind of like being in a 
closet. 
 
One of my friends was in the middle of a really scary story and 
whispered, "Then the door slowly opened." Right at that moment, the 
door opened at the top of the stairs. We screamed and dog-piled on top 
of one another. When we looked up, we saw my friend's mom standing in 
the doorway holding a plate of cookies. She started to laugh. Then we 
all started to laugh. We spent the rest of the night re-enacting the 
story and laughing about it together. 
 
There is something about the relief you feel after being really scared 
that feels really good. That's probably how the disciples felt in this 
passage. It was dark, the wind was blowing, and the waters were rough. 
They were all alone. Suddenly they look up to see someone walking 
toward them on the water! You can imagine them clutching one another, 
trying to be brave but totally terrified. Then they hear a loud voice 
saying, "It is I; don't be afraid" (verse 20). It's Jesus! Imagine their relief. 
You can just hear Philip telling Andrew afterward that he was never 
really scared. (It's a guy thing.) 
 
The great thing about an incident like this is that it bonds the people 
who were there. My friends and I told the story of our slumber party 
many times and every time we did, we would find ourselves saying, "I guess 
you had to be there."  
 
This was a miracle experienced only by the disciples. The rest of Jesus's 

miracles were performed for others, but this one was just for them.
1 

Something tells me that every time they told the story they would look 
at one another and say, "I guess you had to be there." And even though 
they were scared when it happened, I bet they were glad they were there. 



DIGGING DEEPER 
Have you ever been with your friends and had something really scary 
happen? 
 
 
 
How did you feel after it was over? 
 
 
 
Why do you think Jesus did what he did in this passage? 
 
 
 
What (if anything) was he trying to show the disciples about himself? 
 
 
 
When was the last timeGod surprised you?  
 
 
 
How did it affect your relationship with God? 
 
 
 
What (if anything) has happened in your life to cause you to see God in a 
new way? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1
Since signs were to point to his purpose and divinity, this miracle was performed just for 

them, it is not considered one of the 7 signs of Jesus in the book of John.  



Day 3: If I Never Knew Your Name,  
I'd Love You All The Same 

Author: Pastor Josh 
Daily Reading: John 6:1-71 

Today’s Scripture Focus: John 6:35 
Jesus never spoke the words, “I am God.” Not one passage in the gospels 
do we find Jesus declaring these words. During my time in ministry, I’ve 
seen many different reactions from people to this fact. What? Are you 
sure? I could’ve sworn I’d seen that somewhere… Wait, Jesus didn’t say he 
was God? Then he must not be God. I’m not going to believe it unless I 
see it. 
 
The reaction that gets me the most, though, is one of frustration and 
the “I know better” mentality. Wouldn’t it be so much easier if he just 
uttered those words? Then, no one could argue that he’s not God! 
Because he said it! I am God!  
 
So, if you read the Gospels (which cover mostly the ministry of Jesus 
Christ on earth) you’ll never hear Jesus utter the words, “I am God.” 
What thoughts do you have to realize Jesus never said those exact 
words? 
 
We addressed this before, but there’s a neat story in the Old Testament, 
where the prophet Moses comes across a bush/tree-thing that appears 
to be on fire, but it’s not on fire. When he gets close to it, the voice of 
God begins speaking to him. Could you imagine being Moses in that 
moment? Not only are you freaked out by this weird phenomenon that’s 
occurring on this tree, but you also hear a mysteriously pleasant and 

frightening voice begin talking to you!
1
 

 
Well, Moses has a conversation with God, and in this conversation, God 
reveals his actual real name to Moses. YHWH, which in English we say, 
Yahweh. In a nutshell, the name means, “I AM”. Because that is what best 
describes God… he just IS.  
 
Up to this point, realize that God was just God… the one God, THE being 
that created all. Here, God gives Moses his personal name. It would be 
like if we were having a conversation with the president and the whole 
time we were calling him, “Mr. President.” Then he corrects us and says, 
“Please call me Donald.” There’s a new level of relationship that is  



formed when a personal name is given. For the people of Israel, it was 
more than a new level of relationship, it was a revelation of the 
covenant God made with them. You’re my people, and you will know my 
real name. 
 
All throughout Jewish history, God’s name was never verbally spoken. It 
could be written, but never spoken. If they were reading scripture and 
they came across YHWH, they would substitute it with the word 

Addonai, which means Lord.
2
 This is true as we are in Jesus’ time. No one 

utters the name of God. 
 
If you’ve been paying attention up to this point in our journey through 
the Gospel of John, you will remember that John has a deep love for the 
number 7. We know there are 7 Signs, or miracles. We also know there 
are 7 “ego eimi” statements of Jesus, where he simply says… I am… 
referencing himself to God.  
 
In John 6:35, however, John introduces us to a new list of 7 “ego eimi” 
moments. In these moments Jesus states I AM, and then follows it with 
a bold claim that only God can make.  
 
See if you can locate the seven… I’ll give you the scripture, and you see 
if you can find the I AM statement. 
 
John 6:35 -  I AM the bread of life. 
John 8:12 - I AM ____________ 
John 10:7 - I AM ____________ 
John 10:11 - I AM ____________ 
John 11:25 - I AM ____________ 

John 14:6 - I AM ____________ 
John 15:1 - I AM ____________ 
 
When someone says that Jesus never spoke the words, “I am God,” we 
need to be able to help them understand that actually he did! In many 
different ways, but very intentional ways! 
 
1
Exodus 3 tells the story of Moses being called to lead Israel out of the bondage of Egypt. 

2
In the Old and New Testament, to know when the name of God (YHWH) is written, our Bibles 

designate a special way of spelling LORD… with a capital L and the rest in small caps. 



Day 4: Alone 
Book: Miss Coleen Cotton 
Daily Reading: John 6:1-71 

Today’s Scripture Focus: John 6:60-67 
 
Most of us know what it’s like to feel alone…to feel forgotten and 
rejected…to feel isolated, even when people are around you. That feeling 
can arise when you know other people are talking bad about you. They 
don’t like something you’ve done or something you said.  But instead of 
talking to you, they talk to other people. Voices hush to a whisper when 
you walk by, yet you know. You KNOW…they don’t value you. That 
hurts.  
Somehow I feel that Jesus must have known what that feels like. He’s 
been leading this group of people for a while now. He’s been teaching 
them, listening to them, caring for them, just pouring in to them. But 
then He says something that they don’t understand and they assume the 
worst - Jesus must have meant something horrific! His followers don’t 
believe anyone can accept it. Jesus challenges them and, instead of them 
admitting they were wrong and that they need to learn more, they walk 
away. They leave. They had been part of the crowds that followed Jesus 
and had adored Him. But now they are disappointed in Him. And they find 
the closest exit. 
 
Jesus is talking to His inner circle. “Do you want to leave too?”, He asks. 
Maybe in the divine part of Him, He knows they won’t leave - scripture 
has to be fulfilled. But maybe the departure has hurt Him…and hurt Him 
deep. We often don’t think of Jesus being hurt outside of the crucifixion 
but…I wonder how much THIS hurt. The Bible says that Jesus was 
tempted in every way that we are, and that includes emotional hurts and 
pain. Jesus is speaking to the twelve who are closest to Him.  Can you 
hear the pain in His words? “Will you also leave?” 
 
When a relationship ends, there is a tearing, a ripping of the heart. The 
pain is intense. A part of us is left open, bleeding because our heart had 
been close to the other person. It’s like something that had been woven 
together into one cloth is now ripped apart. And now they are gone. How 
do we navigate through such times of pain? 
 
Remember that Jesus was there.  He knows what it is like to have friends 
who said they cared about you turn on you.  He knows what it is like to 
think you have people who believe in you only to find that they really  



only believed in themselves.  He knows the pain of feeling like no one 
cares. He knows what it is like to feel alone. 
 
In a later passage, in Matthew 26:36-46, Jesus is facing the worst moment 
of His life. He asks His closest friends to stay awake and pray for Him - 
but they fall asleep. How alone He must have felt! And even after He 
gently scolded them, they still didn’t sense how serious a moment it was 
to Him and they fell asleep again. You can feel His pain when He asks 
them if they couldn’t watch with Him - just one hour - while He was 
struggling with God’s call to suffer an agonizing death.   Within hours, 
when He faces crucifixion, almost all of them have run away. He is 
totally alone, facing the most painful moment of His life as He cries 
out to God “why have You forsaken me?”! 
 
Jesus knows what it is like to feel alone.  Being alone and feeling alone 
is unavoidable in life.  One of the joys of heaven is that we’ll never feel 
lonely again.  But when those moments come here on earth, remember 
you are not alone.  He will always be there when You call. You have a 
Friend who understands… 
 
And - one other thought - which kind of friend have YOU been to 
Jesus?  When things get hard, do you look for the closest exit? Or do 
you hang in there, knowing you don’t understand now, but someday you 
will? 



Prayer Requests for the Week 

____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________ 

____________________________
____________________________ 

A.C.T.S. Prayer Guide 
Adoration 
express your love for God and celebrate his amazing character 
Example: God, there is no one like you! 
 

Confession 
Admit your sins, mistakes, and flaws to God. 
Example: Lord, I'm sorry for lying to my parents today. 
 

Thanksgiving 
Let God know what you're grateful for. 
Example: Thank you, Jesus, for dying on the cross for us. 
 

Supplication 
Ask God to help you and others 
Example: Holy Spirit, please help me be more bold in my faith. 


