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THE PURPOSE OF THIS DEVOTIONAL 

The purpose is simple. We want you to read your Bible more, and grow 
closer to Jesus Christ as a result of it! These devotions are to help you 
learn how to read the Bible, and provide you with tools to actively live 
out your faith. By the end of the school year, if you use this devotion at 
least once each week, you will have read the whole book of John. 
 

Yes, we know there are 7 days in a week, and we only provided you with 4 
devotions! The purpose behind that was to not overwhelm you. If you can’t 
do 4 days, do 3. If you can’t do 3, do 2. The goal is for you to spend time 
with God! If you do just 1 devotion each week, you will have read the entire 
book of John! 
 

THE WAY TO USE IT 

First, each day is from a different author. It could be someone on staff at 
Eaton Community Church. It can be from a student, a teacher, or another 
author. There will always be at least one devotion from a Classic Writer. 
These will probably be more for the experienced readers, but we encourage 
you to not skip that week. It may be a time to get a parent or an adult to 
help you understand what’s being talked about. There will sometimes be an 
excerpt from a devotional by Laurie Polich called Dive Into Living Water. 
We will not hit every devotion, so I encourage you to get this devotional if 
you like it.  
 

Each week there will be a passage from The Book of John that we 
encourage you to read each day. Along with your weekly reading is a 
scripture that is the focus of a particular day. We encourage you to 
memorize or at least read it multiple times. 
 

For the week, we are going to give you an “activity” we believe will help 
you grow your faith, or maybe help you take the next step in your 
relationship with God. The truth is, being a follower of Christ isn’t 
something we just think about, or learn about, it’s something we DO. And 
that “DO” is on you! It’s your responsibility to make it happen! And we’re 
here to help by giving you ideas. 
 

Lastly, on the back is our Prayer Section. Prayer is vitally important in 
our growing relationship with Christ. On this page you can write prayer 
requests, as well as use the ACTS prayer guide to write out prayers or 
say them aloud.  
 

Please take some time each week to spend it with Jesus. Even if you don’t 
use this devotion, we want you to spend time with the one who made you! 



Weekly DOER Activity 
 

A few weeks back you were challenged to write out your testimony for 
our weekly activity. The passage we’re focusing on this week has much 
to do with testifying to who Jesus is. The Jews he speaks to are having 
difficulty believing what he’s saying. 

The challenge this week is simple: Find someone to share your testimony 
with this week. 

Before you do this: 

1. Pray for the person to hear God speak. 

2. Pray for the Holy Spirit to speak clearly through you. And courage 
to do it. 

3. Read Matthew 10:19-20. Though, you're not arrested, what does this 
verse tell you about speaking to people about Christ? 

4. Be Bold! Be Courageous! Share Christ! 



Day 1: Truly, You Know You're Alright With 
Me 

Author: Pastor Josh 
Daily Reading: John 5:19-47 

Today’s Scripture Focus: John 5:19, 24-25 
 
Have you ever spoken something true, yet the person you’re having a 
conversation with doesn’t believe you? This happens with Amanda and I. 
She’ll say something maybe about an actor who was in a movie, and I’ll 
say, “No, that can’t be right.” And then we’ll fact check it, and usually 
I’m wrong! 
 
What kinds of emotions do you feel when you know something to be 
true, yet it’s met with disbelief? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We pick up our passage today with Jesus in deep trouble. He just equated 

himself with God and angered the Jews.
1
 But Jesus doesn’t give up 

speaking truth. Actually, three times in this discourse, Jesus uses the 
phrase “truly, truly” (in the NIV it’s translated “I tell you the truth”). To 
begin a statement like this in Greek was a fairly common practice (at 
least it was for Jesus), but the process of repeating twice is unlike 
anything in our English Language. 
 
The Greek word for truly here is amen. You know, like the word you say 
at the end of a prayer. The word’s roots are in found in Hebrew, and its 

purpose is to signify truth. If you end a paragraph 
or sentence with amen it’s as if you’re saying, 
“everything I’ve just spoken to you is truth.” Or 
as you youngsters these days say it, “True-dat”.  
 
Now, in Jesus' time, if you use amen at the 
beginning of a statement or paragraph, and you 
repeat it twice, amen, amen then what you’re 

about to say is of utmost importance. As if you’re saying, “What is 
following is of undeniable truth.” And that’s what we see happening here.  



In these three verses (John 5:19, 24-25) Jesus makes sure that his listeners 
understand that he isn’t lying. What he speaks is of the utmost, 
undeniable truth. Especially because what he speaks about has to do 
with matters of eternal life and eternal death! 
 
Now up to this point, Jesus spoke much, but not this much. This is the 
first of his many long conversations in the book of John. We aren’t told 
how the Jews respond to him, but we do know they were pretty angry 
with him and wanted to kill him. 
 
 
DIGGING DEEPER 
 
We have made the point that Jesus’ words are truth. But what exactly 
are his words? What would you say the overall message is that Jesus is 
wanting his listeners to hear? 
 
 
 
 
 
Have you ever thought about how you say amen at the end of every 
prayer? After reading what you just read, why do you think it’s 
significant that we say that word when we close out a prayer? 
 
 
 
 
 
John uses the phrase amen, amen (or “I tell you the truth”) 25 times in his 
gospel. That’s over one time per chapter! Why do you think John has 
chosen to use this phrase so many times? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1
The Jews here refer to Pharisees. 



Day 2: Like Father, Like Son 
Book: Dive Into Living Water by Laurie Polich 

Daily Reading: John 5:19-47 
Today’s Scripture Focus: John 5:16-30 

 
My brother was named after my father: Tyrone Theodore Polich, Jr., but 
everyone calls him "Chip." He was given this nickname because he was 
supposed to be a "chip off the old block" - a junior version of my dad. 
And his name bears testimony to that fact. In this passage, Jesus reveals 
that in a sense, he, too, is a "chip off the old block." But he has some 
trouble convincing the Jews, since he claimed that his father was God. 
 
The Jews were upset with Jesus because he had healed a man on the 
Sabbath; and according to the law, no work was to be done on that day. 
Jesus explains that he did this because he was following his father's 
footsteps; and since his father continued to work on the Sabbath, Jesus 
did to. The Jews knew that God was the only one who continued working 
on the Sabbath, so they realized that Jesus was calling God his father. 
This made them very angry. (A slight understatement since verse18 says 
they tried to kill him.)  
 
In 1 Peter 2:6, Jesus is called the "chosen and precious cornerstone" to 
which the Scriptures point. But 1 Peter 2:7 goes on to say that this stone 
will be rejected and will become a stumbling block to those who do not 
believe. In this passage Jesus experiences this rejection because he claims 
to be God's Son. Nevertheless, Jesus stands by his claim; and the Jews 
are forced to decide whether or not they believe him. 
 
Many people have called Jesus a great prophet, teacher, and healer. But 
they've stopped short of calling him God's Son. This passage makes it 
clear that in order to accept Jesus, we must accept him as he is because 
it is our belief in Jesus as God's Son that leads us to eternal life (verse 
24). 
 
If ever there was a "chip off the old block," it was-and is- Jesus Christ. 
Whether or not we accept him is our choice. The decision we make 
determines whether this "chip" will become our cornerstone or stumbling 
block. More importantly, it will determine whether we dismiss him as a 
prophet or follow him as Lord. 
 



DIGGING DEEPER 
 
According to this passage, what privileges has the Father given Jesus? 
Which ones show he is God's Son? 
 
 
 
 
Can we believe in the Father without believing  in the Son? Why or why 
not? 
 
 
 
Jesus makes some amazing claims in this passage. Do you have trouble 
understanding anything Jesus says?  
 
If so, with whom could you talk to better understand Jesus claims?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Write down that person's name and decide when you will talk with him 
or her about it. 



Day 3: From The Classics 
Resource: Day by Day Through the Gospel of John 

Daily Reading: John 5:19-47 
Today’s Scripture Focus: John 5:24 

 
Here are two distinct states of existence—death and life—with nothing 
between. No broad space between where we may stand, leading to the one 
or to the other; only a boundary line too fine to balance upon. Not even 
two or three from one to the other, but one step from death to life. 
The foot lifted from the hollow crust over the volcanic fire and set 
upon the Rock of salvation.  
 
How tremendously important it is to know whether this step has been 
taken, yet how clear and simple the test. Are you trembling and 
downhearted, wanting some very strong support for your very weak 
faith? Lay hold of this. See how the rope is let down low enough to 
meet the hand that you can hardly lift?  
 
“Whoever hears my word . . .” Can you say you have not heard? You have 
heard His word as His word, recognizing it as such and receiving it as 
such. The word of Jesus is heard by your innermost self, and you would 
not be hearing and recognizing it if you were still dead. A marble statue 
hears not. “. . . and believes him who sent me.” Do you not believe that 
the Father sent the Son? Did He not so love the world? Let the very 
recoil from such plain English of unbelief show you the sin and folly of 
doubting anymore. You do hear His word, you do believe in the Father 
who sent the Son to be your Savior. Will you not now believe the fact 
that you have passed from death to life? The fact and the full 
blessedness of this reality are not changed by varying degrees of 
realization.  
 
See your position, take His word for what it is, and give Him thanks for 
having lifted you in your blindness and helplessness over that solemn 
boundary line when you could not even step over it. Sing to the Lord 
for He has done it, and the shadowy hosts of fears and doubts shall 
flee away. From death—cold, dark, hopeless, useless, loveless; the death 
in our trespasses and sins—unto life with its ever-increasing abundance; 
life crowned with light and love; life upon which only a shadow of death 
can ever pass, and that only the shadow of the portal of eternal glory; 
life in Jesus, life for Jesus, life with Jesus. This is your position now!  
 

FRANCES RIDLEY HAVERGAL 



FRANCES RIDLEY HAVERGAL (1836-1879) was an English religious poet and hymn 
writer. “Take My Life and Let It Be” and “Like a River Glorious” are two of her 
best-known hymns. She wrote a set of five “Royal” books from which these 
devotional readings were selected and edited. 

 
 
In your own words, what do you think Frances Ridley Havergal is 
saying: 



Day 4: Weighing the Evidence 
Book: Dive Into Living Water by Laurie Polich 

Daily Reading: John 5:19-47 
Today’s Scripture Focus: John 5:31-47 

 
One of the most famous trials in recent history was the O. J. Simpson 
trial. People stayed glued to their televisions listening to testimonies of 
what happened on the night of the crime. The reliability of the testimony 
was directly proportionate to the reliability of the witness, and very 
few witnesses proved to be reliable as the trial wore on. 
 
I can remember watching some witnesses change their testimonies, 
depending on the effect their answers had on their popularity. The quest 
for fame became more important than the search for truth, leaving 
everyone feeling that the truth was never heard even after the verdict 
came in.  
 
In this passage we find Jesus on trial, as he faces the judgment of the 
Jews. Jesus needs reliable witnesses to prove he is God's Son, so he 
brings four of them to the stand. First he brings John the Baptist, 
calling him "a lamp that gave light" to the truth. When we look at 
John's testimony in chapter 1 it's clear John believed Jesus was God's Son. 
Second, Jesus points to his own actions to prove the Father sent him 
(verse 36) Third, Jesus says the Father also testifies that he's God's Son. 
Matthew 3:17 records that when Jesus was baptized, a voice from heaven 
said, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased" (see also 
Luke 3:22). Finally, Jesus points to the Scriptures, saying they proclaim 
that he is the one God sent (verses 38-39). Yet the Jews still seem 
unwilling to see the truth. 
 
Jesus produces four witnesses that testify to the truth of his identity. 
But the Jews don't believe him. Do we? Just like the O. J. trial, the 
verdict depends on the people's response. Was O. J. guilty? There are 
two different answers depending on whom you talk to. But only one of 
them is true. Is Jesus God's Son? There are two answers depending on 
whom you talk to. But only one of them is true. 
 
 



DIGGING DEEPER 
 
Which of Jesus' four testimonies is the most convincing in proving to you 
that he is God's Son? Why? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If people asked you to prove Jesus was the Son of God, how would you 
try to convince them? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you were called to the stand to speak about how Christ has shown 
himself to be true in your life, what would your testimony be? 



Prayer Requests for the Week 

____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________ 

____________________________
____________________________ 

A.C.T.S. Prayer Guide 
Adoration 
express your love for God and celebrate his amazing character 
Example: God, there is no one like you! 
 

Confession 
Admit your sins, mistakes, and flaws to God. 
Example: Lord, I'm sorry for lying to my parents today. 
 

Thanksgiving 
Let God know what you're grateful for. 
Example: Thank you, Jesus, for dying on the cross for us. 
 

Supplication 
Ask God to help you and others 
Example: Holy Spirit, please help me be more bold in my faith. 


