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WEEKLY DEVOTIONAL 
October 13-19 



THE PURPOSE OF THIS DEVOTIONAL 

The purpose is simple. We want you to read your Bible more, and grow 
closer to Jesus Christ as a result of it! These devotions are to help you 
learn how to read the Bible, and provide you with tools to actively live 
out your faith. By the end of the school year, if you use this devotion at 
least once each week, you will have read the whole book of John. 
 

Yes, we know there are 7 days in a week, and we only provided you with 4 
devotions! The purpose behind that was to not overwhelm you. If you can’t 
do 4 days, do 3. If you can’t do 3, do 2. The goal is for you to spend time 
with God! If you do just 1 devotion each week, you will have read the entire 
book of John! 
 

THE WAY TO USE IT 

First, each day is from a different author. It could be someone on staff at 
Eaton Community Church. It can be from a student, a teacher, or another 
author. There will always be at least one devotion from a Classic Writer. 
These will probably be more for the experienced readers, but we encourage 
you to not skip that week. It may be a time to get a parent or an adult to 
help you understand what’s being talked about. There will also be an 
excerpt from a devotional by Laurie Polich called Dive Into Living Water. 
We will not hit every devotion, so I encourage you to get this devotional if 
you like it.  
 

Each week there will be a passage from The Book of John that we 
encourage you to read each day. Along with your weekly reading is a 
scripture that is the focus of a particular day. We encourage you to 
memorize or at least read it multiple times. 
 

For the week, we are going to give you an “activity” we believe will help 
you grow your faith, or maybe help you take the next step in your 
relationship with God. The truth is, being a follower of Christ isn’t 
something we just think about, or learn about, it’s something we DO. And 
that “DO” is on you! It’s your responsibility to make it happen! And we’re 
here to help by giving you ideas. 
 

Lastly, on the back is our Prayer Section. Prayer is vitally important in 
our growing relationship with Christ. On this page you can write prayer 
requests, as well as use the ACTS prayer guide to write out prayers or 
say them aloud.  
 

Please take some time each week to spend it with Jesus. Even if you don’t 
use this devotion, we want you to spend time with the one who made you! 



Weekly DOER Activity 
 

ECC has a prayer chain that is sent out via email. This is a request line 
for anyone within the church who needs prayer for healing. It is most 
often physical needs, however on occasion it deals with spiritual healing 
and oppression.  
 
Your task for this week is to daily pray for the requests on this prayer 
chain. Pick a time during the day to pray for healing, and restoration. 
Pray for more than physical healing but for eternal life to be present 
in those you’re praying for. 
 

1 John 5:14-15 NIV 
14 This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything 
according to his will, he hears us. 15 And if we know that he hears us--
whatever we ask--we know that we have what we asked of him. 

 
Day 1 Requests: 

Day 2 Requests: 

Day 3 Requests: 

Day 4 Requests: 

Day 5 Requests: 

Day 6 Requests: 

Day 7 Requests: 

 
 
If you do not have access to these prayer requests check and see if your parents do. If 
no one in your immediate family has access, then you will need an email address to sign 
up for it. Email us at office@eatoncommunitychurch.org to sign up. 



Day 1: Coming Back to Life 
Author: Pastor Josh 

Daily Reading: John 4:43-54 
Today’s Scripture Focus: John 4:44-48 

 
The compassion of Jesus can be easily missed in this exchange between 
the royal official and the savior of the world. In a book that is full of 
long and drawn-out conversations, this one happens with three 
sentences. All of which are quick and to the point.  
 
This is how the conversation would read literally (vv.49-50): 
“Come down, for my little boy dies.” - Royal Official 
“Go, for your son lives.” - Jesus 
 
The place in which we see the compassion of Jesus comes in his response 
to the royal official. It is evident from Jesus’ tone in verse 48 he’s upset 
with the Galileans only wanting to see miracles instead of truly seeing 
what he’s doing: changing the lives of people. Despite Jesus’ frustration, 
he is able to hear the tone of the royal official.  
 
During this time in history, fathers did not call their sons “children”. 
When referring to their offspring, they would speak in terms of sons 
and daughters. So traditionally, the royal official would’ve said, “Come 
down, for my son is dying.” Here, however, this powerful man who worked 
most likely for King Herod, uses the term “little boy”. This is the voice 
of a man whose heart is breaking over the loss of his child.  
 

I can identify with this man. The day Amanda and I found out about 
Owen’s heart condition was also the day I cried like never before. The 
confirmation of this heart defect also confirmed another diagnosis 
of down-syndrome. More information than I wanted to know was 
filling my brain, while also combating the reality that my son could 
very well die. You can speak to any parent about this, but when faced 
with the reality of the death of a child, your heart simply breaks.  
 
I remember calling my mother and father from the hospital lobby 
sobbing, tears streaming down my face and trying my best to speak 
coherent words for them to understand the situation. At that 
moment, down-syndrome didn’t matter. People watching me in the 
lobby didn’t matter. I remember saying to them, “I just want his little 
heart to be healed.” And I wanted nothing more in the world, in that 
moment, than for Owen to know healing. 



With a few simple words, Jesus is given a glimpse into this man’s heart. A 
heart that is broken, vulnerable and ready to receive healing. It is in this 
moment Jesus gives this man eternal life by offering him faith beyond 
sight, belief in the unseen, light into a darkened world. 
 
Thus this man and his household are given this real life because of the 
choice made to believe in Jesus’ words. Much like the Samaritan woman in 
the previous verses. 
 
DIGGING DEEPER 
Upon Jesus entering into Galilee we see two oddly contrasting verses 
side by side. John, in a by-the-way statement says that Jesus realizes “a 
prophet has no honor in his own country.” This means Galilee, where 
Jesus is from does not respect him. Yet the very next sentence John 
states, “the Galileans welcomed him.” This can be quite confusing! How 
can the Galileans honor Jesus if a prophet has no honor in his own 
country?  Thoughts: 
 
 
 
Needless to say, there have been many different interpretations as to 
why these verses are found side by side. However, the most convincing is 
also the one that makes most sense. First, we must answer this question: 
Why did the Galileans welcome Jesus?1  Thoughts: 
 
 
 
A second question must be answered as well: What is Jesus’ purpose in 
coming from Heaven to Earth?2  Thoughts: 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Answering these questions gives us insight into Jesus’ statement in verse 
48, and ultimately why he performs the miracle in the way he does. Let’s 
recall the story from last week’s reading. A Samaritan woman, who was 
hated by Jews and disliked by her own people, believed in Jesus without a 
miracle. He merely spoke the words, “I am he” and she was moved to tell 
others about this man who knew everything she ever did!  
 
Day 1 devotion continued on next page... 
 
 



Day 1: Coming Back to Life cont... 
 
Take a few minutes and contrast these two groups of people and how 
they responded to Jesus: 
 

Samaritans    Galileans 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ultimately, Jesus’ response to the man who literally commanded Jesus 
to come to his house and heal his son (that’s how much power he had) 
was to heal the son, but from a distance. This required not sight to 
believe, but faith to believe. A faith that would later translate into 
salvation for him and his family. 
 
Do you believe you possess this type of faith? What would it take to 
get it? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1
See the end of 4:45 to get a better understanding. Ultimately, they wanted Jesus for his 

miracles, wonders, and power. 
2
John 3:16-17 give us a good insight here. Jesus came to bring eternal life.  



NOTES: 



Day 2: From The Classics 
Resource: Day by Day Through the Gospel of John 

Daily Reading: John 4:43-54 
Today’s Scripture Focus: John 4:46-47 

 
This being Jesus’ second miracle, we cannot fail to notice how 
remarkably these two miracles are contrasted. The one takes place at a 
wedding, a neighborhood scene of festivity and gladness. But life has 
deeper things in it than gladness, and a Savior who preferred the house 
of feasting to the house of mourning would be no Savior for us. With 
this miracle Jesus turns to the darker side of human experience. The 
happiest home has its saddened hours; the truest marriage joy has 
associated with it many cares and anxieties. Therefore He who breathed 
blessings over wedded joys goes on to answer the heartrending pleas of 
parental anxiety. It was fitting that the first miracle should deal with 
gladness, for that is God’s purpose for His creatures, and that the 
second should deal with sicknesses and sorrows, which are additions to 
that purpose made needful by sin.  
 
We also must note that it was a royal official’s son who was sick. 
Disease finds its way into every rank of society. We need to remind 
ourselves of this lest we slip into skepticism by doubting the equality of 
divine rule. There are no magical lines beyond which death cannot come. 
The great sea of trouble roars and foams over every line of latitude, 
and the bleak wind and storm strikes the traveler in every land. Does 
the poor man suppose that pain cannot find a way through the strong 
walls of the palace or the castle? Does he think that great advantages 
have made a wall of defense around the man of wealth? Then he knows 
nothing of human history, nor can he be expected to know that the great 
advantages that he covets are themselves the sources of the great 
man’s fiercest temptations. The poor man thinks that the high spire is a 
long way from the flood; so it is, but how much nearer the lightning!  
 

JOSEPH PARKER 
 



JOSEPH PARKER (1830-1902) was an English Congregational preacher who was ordained in 
1853 to the ministry in Banbury Congregational Church, though his formal education had 
ceased when he was sixteen. In 1869 he moved to Poultry Chapel in London, which 
congregation built the City Temple, opening in 1874. There Parker ministered until his 
death, preaching twice each Sunday and every Thursday morning, earning a reputation as 
one of the city’s greatest pulpit masters, alongside Spurgeon and Liddon. With an 
impressive appearance, regal personality, commanding voice, and impeccable diction, he 
preached authoritatively and appealingly. Only Spurgeon exceeded him in attracting 
crowds. During 1885-1892, he preached through the Bible. Those sermons were published in 
the twenty-five volumes of The People’s Bible, from which these devotional readings were 
selected and edited. 

 
In your own words, what do you think Joseph Parker is saying: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 3: Faith and Belief 
Book: Dive Into Living Water by Laurie Polich 

Daily Reading: John 4:43-54 
Today’s Scripture Focus: John 4:48 

 
At first glance, Jesus response to the royal official seems rather cold. 
But it shows us the importance of faith. Like a muscle, our faith needs 
to be exercised in order to grow. This passage shows that Jesus wants 
this growth to happen.  
 
After the official makes his desperate request, Jesus responds by saying, 
"Unless you people see miraculous signs and wonders, you will never 
believe" (verse 48). It's clear by Jesus' tone that he is seeking a deeper 
faith for the official and his household.  
 
This man has an agenda for how he wants Jesus to work in his life. He 
wants him to heal his son. There's nothing wrong with his request; but 
Jesus' response shows that he has another, equally important agenda for 
this man. He tells him to go-that his son has been healed. At that 
moment the man has to decide whether or not he can take Jesus at his 
word. 
 
The man knows he might not be able to find Jesus again. What if his son 
isn't healed? But Jesus is asking him to believe in the unknown before he 
can be assured by the known-because that's what produces faith. When 
the man takes Jesus at his word, he not only experiences his son's 
healing, but he also experiences his own growth of faith. And that's what 
Jesus wanted most. 
 
Too often our prayers are consumed with asking God to change our 
circumstances. But this passage indicates that God is involved in a more 
important agenda: changing us. Most of our prayers involve temporary 
answers anyway. Though this official's son was healed, he would 
eventually die. We all do! But the faith that was produced by the 
healing had an eternal purpose-bringing the man and his household to 
everlasting life in Christ. That was what mattered most. 
 
In this passage Jesus shows us that he can and will do miracles in our 
lives. But our faith is not to be based on miracles; it's to be based on 
the one who does the miracles. That's the foundation on which we're to 
stand. It's the only foundation secure enough to hold our faith.  
 



DIGGING DEEPER 
How do you think this man felt when he asked Jesus to heal his son? 
When Jesus responded the way he did in verse 48? 
 
 
 
 
 
How would you have felt? 
 
 
 
 
 
When Jesus tells the man that his son has been healed, the man believes 
Jesus. Would you have done the same thing?  
 
 
Would you have left believing it had happened or hoping it had happened? 
 
 
What does this passage teach you about trusting God?  
 
 
 
 
 
How much do you trust God with your needs and concerns?  
 
 
 
 
Do you believe God always answers your prayers, sometimes answers 
your prayers, or never answers your prayers?  
 
 
 
 
What would it take for you to trust God more? 



Day 4: From The Classics 
Resource: Day by Day Through the Gospel of John 

Daily Reading: John 4:43-54 
Today’s Scripture Focus: John 4:48 

 
A craving after signs and wonders was a symptom of the weak state of 
men’s minds in our Lord’s day; they refused solid nourishment and sought 
after mere wonder. The gospel that they so greatly needed they would 
not have; the miracles that Jesus did not always choose to give they 
eagerly demanded. Many nowadays must see signs and wonders or they 
will not believe. Some have said in their heart, “I must have a dream or a 
vision or hear a word or see an angel.” Some believers hear of a revival 
or a movement of the Spirit in another place and then gather to pray, 
demanding the same exact manner of revival. Should we not always be 
seeking the Holy Spirit to be working in souls, but not dictating how He 
does it? Where the Spirit works in the soul, we are always glad to see 
true conversion, and if He chooses to work in the body too, we shall be 
glad to see it! If men’s hearts are renewed, take it with or without the 
signs and wonders. For my part, let me see God’s work done in God’s 
own way—a true and thorough revival, but the signs and wonders we can 
readily dispense with.  
 
Thus some undeserving mortals dream that my Lord is to be dictated to 
by them! They are beggars at His gate, asking for mercy, and they must 
draw up rules and regulations as to how He shall give that mercy. Do 
you think that He will submit to this? My Master is of a generous spirit, 
but He has a royal heart, He rejects all dictation, and maintains His 
sovereignty of action.  
 
Why, if such is your case, do you yearn for signs and wonders? Is not the 
gospel its own sign and wonder? Is not this a miracle of miracles, that 
“God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life” (John 
3: 16 NKJV)? Surely that precious word, “Whoever desires, let him take 
the water of life freely” (Revelation 22: 17 NKJV), and that solemn 
promise, “the one who comes to Me I will by no means cast out” (John 6: 
37 NKJV), are better than signs and wonders! A truthful Savior ought to 
be believed. He is truth itself. Why will you ask proof of the 
truthfulness of One who cannot lie? The demons themselves declared 
Him to be the Son of God; will you mistrust Him?  
 

CHARLES SPURGEON 



CHARLES SPURGEON (1834-1892) During his lifetime, Spurgeon is estimated to 
have preached to 10 million people. He remains history’s most widely read 
preacher. There is more material written by Spurgeon than any other Christian 
author, living or dead. His sixty-three volumes of sermons stand as the 
largest set of books by a single author in the history of Christianity, 
comprising the equivalent to the twenty-seven volumes of the ninth edition of 
the Encyclopedia Britannica. 

 
 
In your own words, what do you think Charles Spurgeon is saying: 



Day 1 Notes: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 2 Notes: 



Day 3 Notes: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 4 Notes: 



Prayer Requests for the Week 

____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________ 

____________________________
____________________________ 

A.C.T.S. Prayer Guide 
Adoration 
express your love for God and celebrate his amazing character 
Example: God, there is no one like you! 
 

Confession 
Admit your sins, mistakes, and flaws to God. 
Example: Lord, I'm sorry for lying to my parents today. 
 

Thanksgiving 
Let God know what you're grateful for. 
Example: Thank you, Jesus, for dying on the cross for us. 
 

Supplication 
Ask God to help you and others 
Example: Holy Spirit, please help me be more bold in my faith. 


