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THE PURPOSE OF THIS DEVOTIONAL 

The purpose is simple. We want you to read your Bible more, and grow 
closer to Jesus Christ as a result of it! These devotions are to help you 
learn how to read the Bible, and provide you with tools to actively live 
out your faith. By the end of the school year, if you use this devotion at 
least once each week, you will have read the whole book of John. 
 

Yes, we know there are 7 days in a week, and we only provided you with 4 
devotions! The purpose behind that was to not overwhelm you. If you can’t 
do 4 days, do 3. If you can’t do 3, do 2. The goal is for you to spend time 
with God! If you do just 1 devotion each week, you will have read the entire 
book of John! 
 

THE WAY TO USE IT 

First, each day is from a different author. It could be someone on staff at 
Eaton Community Church. It can be from a student, a teacher, or another 
author. There will always be at least one devotion from a Classic Writer. 
These will probably be more for the experienced readers, but we encourage 
you to not skip that week. It may be a time to get a parent or an adult to 
help you understand what’s being talked about. There will also be an 
excerpt from a devotional by Laurie Polich called Dive Into Living Water. 
We will not hit every devotion, so I encourage you to get this devotional if 
you like it.  
 

Each week there will be a passage from The Book of John that we 
encourage you to read each day. Along with your weekly reading is a 
scripture that is the focus of a particular day. We encourage you to 
memorize or at least read it multiple times. 
 

For the week, we are going to give you an “activity” we believe will help 
you grow your faith, or maybe help you take the next step in your 
relationship with God. The truth is, being a follower of Christ isn’t 
something we just think about, or learn about, it’s something we DO. And 
that “DO” is on you! It’s your responsibility to make it happen! And we’re 
here to help by giving you ideas. 
 

Lastly, on the back is our Prayer Section. Prayer is vitally important in 
our growing relationship with Christ. On this page you can write prayer 
requests, as well as use the ACTS prayer guide to write out prayers or 
say them aloud.  
 

Please take some time each week to spend it with Jesus. Even if you don’t 
use this devotion, we want you to spend time with the one who made you! 



Weekly DOER Activity 
 

A testimony is an eyewitness account of God doing something in your 
life. So for four days, write your personal testimonies on the space 
provided below (there's more space at the end of the devotional). each 
day has a few suggestions... 
 
Day 1: Talk about the time you first experience Christ. How did you feel? 
What were your thoughts? Why did you choose to follow him? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 2: Talk about a time God answered a prayer (or answered someone 
else's prayer).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 3: Write about your favorite verse/passage of scripture in the Bible. 
Why is it important to you? How has God used it to build into your life? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 4: Who first told you about Jesus? What was their relationship 
with Christ like?    



Day 1: Beans and Cornbread Had a Fight 
Author: Pastor Josh 

Daily Reading: John 4:1-42 
Today’s Scripture Focus: John 4:9 

 
There are some (my wife, Amanda, would be one of these) who are perfectly fine 
with sharing food. There are others (I would fit in this category) that find the 
idea of sharing food atrocious! For a funny video about this, check out this 
scene from an episode of Friends: 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tHuQiUP-kyQ).
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What are your thoughts on sharing food?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I remember early on in our relationship going out to eat with Amanda. We both 
ordered our food, and when it came, she started eating off my plate! Needless 
to say, I liked this girl and I didn’t want to make a scene, but inside I was going 
nuts! How dare she take my fries! Those are my fries! If she wants fries, I'll buy 
fries for herself! Why is she eating my food? Since, we’ve had some 
conversations and have come to an agreement on whose food belongs to who.  
 
I know this may come across as crazy, but apparently this has been a thing for 
centuries. If you read John 4:9, the woman Jesus meets at the well explains why 
she’s confused with Jesus’ request for a drink. The author gives us a little more 

detail into the disunity between Jews and Samaritans
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, “For Jews do not 

associate with Samaritans (NIV, ‘85).” But if we were to read the Hebrew 
literally, it would say, “For Jews do not use dishes Samaritans have used.” 
 
The examples given above about sharing food were about possession and 
selfishness. This statement, however, is deeply connected to the disdain between 
Jews and Samaritans. In Jesus' culture, it was common to share cups, bowls, 
plates, and even buckets to draw water with. But this was not so with Jews and 
Samaritans. On both ends, there was so much hatred between the two that Jews 
would’ve been concerned they would be contaminated with sin if their lips 
touched the same dish a Samaritan touched. 
 
 



So for Jesus to ask, “Will you give me a drink?” Not only was it ridiculous for a 
Jew to communicate with a woman AND a Samaritan, it would’ve been 
inconceivable to share the same drinking cup with a Samaritan! It would ’ve been 
considered unclean! But Jesus came to break down social barriers. He came to 
remove prejudice, and restore us back to unity with Him and each other. And he 
shows this in his interaction with a Samaritan woman. 
 
DIGGING DEEPER 
Are there any people you have a difficult time loving?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How do you think Jesus’ interaction with the Samaritan woman can help you 
learn how to interact with someone you have a difficult time loving? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1
I’m not condoning Friends as a wholesome TV show. This clip simply helps reinforce what I’m talking 

about. 
 
2
For more information about why Jews and Samaritans didn’t get along, please see the notes section 

at the end of the devotional. 



Day 2: From The Classics 
Resource: Day by Day Through the Gospel of John 

Daily Reading: John 4:1-42 
Today’s Scripture Focus: John 4:29 

 
Yes, it is not merely a vague general belief in Christ as the Teacher who “will 
tell us all things” that suffices for heart conviction of the reality of Jesus 
Christ, but the individual knowledge of Christ the Searcher who “told me all 
things that I ever did.” This was what led the woman of Samaria to exclaim, 
“Could this be the Christ?” This was to her the irresistible proof of His 
messiahship.  
 
What about us? If we know anything of true fellowship with the Lord Jesus, our 
experience will not be unlike hers. When He turns the keen flame of His eyes 
upon the dark corners of our hearts and 
flashes their far-reaching, all-revealing 
beam upon even the far-off and long 
forgotten windings of our lives; when in 
His light we see the darkness, and in His 
purity we see the sin that has been, or 
that is, then we know for ourselves that 
He is indeed the Christ.  
 
He does not merely show us; it is 
something more than that. It is not 
merely an invisible hand drawing away the 
veil from hidden scenes and a light 
brought to bear upon them so that we 
can see them if we will. It is more 
personal, more disturbing, and yet more tender than that. He tells us what we 
have done; and, if we listen, the telling will be very clear, very thorough, and 
unmistakable. 
 
At first we are tempted not to listen at all. We shrink from the still, small 
voice that tells us such startlingly unwelcome things. Oh, do not stifle the 
voice! Instead, ask Him to let His voice sound louder and clearer, and believe 
that the goodness of God will lead you to repentance. Only listen; and He will 
tell you not only all the things that you have ever done, but all the things 
that He has done for you. He never leaves off in the middle of all He has to 
tell, unless we willfully interrupt Him. We must simply say, “Master, speak on.” 
Never shrink from the probings of our beloved Physician. Dearer and dearer will 
the hand become as we yield to it. Sweeter and sweeter will be the proofs that 
He is our faithful friend, who only wounds that He may perfectly heal.  
 

FRANCES RIDLEY HAVERGAL 
 



FRANCES RIDLEY HAVERGAL (1836-1879) was an English religious poet and hymn 
writer. “Take My Life and Let It Be” and “Like a River Glorious” are two of her 
best-known hymns. She wrote a set of five “Royal” books from which these 
devotional readings were selected and edited. 

 
In your own words, what do you think Frances Ridley Havergal is 
saying: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 3: Sharing the Truth 
Book: Dive Into Living Water by Laurie Polich 

Daily Reading: John 4:1-42 
Today’s Scripture Focus: John 4:27-42 

 
In this passage we see the results of a changed life. The woman with a shameful 
past now shares her story with the whole town. Her testimony helps many of 
the Samaritans come to know Jesus.  
 
She left town alone to get water in the middle of the day. Now she is 
surrounded by people, telling her story. People who knew her must have seen 
the change. And she tells them it was Jesus who made all the difference. 
 
This woman shows us that anyone can be a witness. All it takes is the 
willingness to share our stories. We don't have to have the perfect words, the 
right method, or a certain style to tell people about Christ. This woman didn't 
have any of those. All she said was, "Come, see a man who told me everything I 
ever did" (verse 29). And a bunch of them left town to see him! Maybe it was her 
excitement that caused people to want to know more. It's that same excitement 
in us that God can use to be a witness to our friends. 
 
The beautiful thing about this woman's story is that God can take our pain and 
turn it into our testimonies. The very secret this woman tried to hide became 
the story she told to others, and her testimony caused them to want to meet 
Jesus for themselves. 
 
When people take the risk to tell their painful experiences, God uses their 
stories to bring healing. We see this truth in the life of this woman. God 
transformed something negative in her life into something positive in the lives of 
others. And God can do the same thing with us. 
 
I'm sure this woman never dreamed she'd be telling her story to her entire town. 
But imagine how she felt when she heard their words: "We know that this man 
really is the Savior of the world" (verse 42). It was through her wounds they 
were healed-all because she took the risk to share her story. How many people 
would be changed if they heard yours? 
 
 



DIGGING DEEPER 
What changes do you observe in the woman as her story progresses?  
 
 
 
 
 
What do you think made the difference? 
 
 
 
 
 
Have you ever shared your testimony with anyone? If so, how did it go? If not, 
why not? 
 
 
 
 
 
Write in the space below what you would say to someone about your experience 
with Jesus. Then write the names of three people with whom you would like to 
be able to share your faith. 



Day 4: Say What? 
Author: Pastor Josh 

Daily Reading: John 4:1-42 
Today’s Scripture Focus: John 4:26 

 
Can you think of a moment in your life where God simply blew you away? Did 
God reveal something to you? Did he show you his power? Did you witness a 
miracle? Write about it below: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I AM. It’s a statement that goes back to Moses’ interaction with God at the 
burning bush (Exodus 3:13-14). When Moses asks for God’s name, God’s response is, 
“I AM who I AM.” This is the name of God. Eternal. Holy. All-Powerful. Yahweh 
(which is Hebrew for I AM). 
 
Seven times in the book of John, Jesus simply states, “I AM.” In the English, it’s 
easy to miss. But if you were reading in Greek, Jesus is truly making a 
statement. That is what happens in 4:26. The woman is mesmerized by Jesus. She 
makes a statement, “I know the Messiah is coming. When he comes, he will 
explain everything to us (4:25).” When you’re reading you can almost hear the 
hope in her voice. The hope that maybe, just maybe the one she’s talking to is 
this very Messiah! And Jesus’ response is (literally), “I AM - who speaks to you.” 
  
This phrase in Greek is ego eimi. We learned a little about it a few weeks ago. 
This is the first of the 7 statements Jesus makes concerning his divinity using 
the phrase ego eimi. A claim that he is both The Messiah and the God of Israel. 
Notice how the woman reacts to this… How would you react to this? 
 

DIGGING DEEPER 
This passage is another place we really begin to see John’s love for 
themes really stand out. Jesus’ interaction with the woman at the well 
contains certain images and words that would make us recall Jesus’ 
interaction with a Pharisee named Nicodemus. 



Here’s a quick reminder of some of the themes found within John: 
• Heaven and Earth Collide (in Jesus) 
• Life 
• Light & Dark 
• Confusion or Misunderstanding 
• Testify/Testimony 
 
Let’s try and see if we can find these comparisons and contrasts. To 
begin, though, let’s read these passages. 
 
Read John 3:1-15, then read John 4:1-26 
 
What are the similarities you spot immediately? 
 
 
Why do you think John would give a name to the Pharisee, yet not give a 
name to the woman at the well? 
 
 
Notice the times of day each person interacted with Jesus. What theme 
of John’s would you say he’s trying to help us realize here? (Hint: look 
at John 1:4-5) 
 
 
 

In both, Jesus speaks of “earthly things” what are these earthly things?
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One of John’s major themes that runs through his Gospel is confusion. 
Many people are confused as to what Jesus is talking about. How do you 
see confusion play out in these two conversations? 
 
 
 
What are some differences you notice between these two stories? 
The biggest difference John wants us to recognize is the end result. 
What does Nicodemus do? What does the Samaritan woman do? 
Why is it a big deal that John would contrast Nicodemus and a 
Samaritan woman? 
 

 
 
 
1
See the Notes page for a deeper understanding. 



Jews and Samaritans 
 
In the Old Testament, the northern kingdom of Israel had rejected God 
and the beliefs of Judaism. When the Assyrians conquered and exiled the 
northern kingdom in 722 B.C., they repopulated the region with people 
from throughout their empire (2 Kings 17:23-24). This means there were 
mixed relations with people from the defeated Israelites with Persians 
and other conquered peoples. The paganism known to Jeroboam (who was 
the first king of the Northern Kingdom of Israel) now was mixed with 
countless other practices, which means these “sort-of Jews” were 
considered impure and defiled God’s commands (2 Kings 17:25ff). These 
people eventually became the people known as The Samaritans.  
 
Though the Samaritans still believed in one god, they had adopted many 
other pagan practices. The Samaritans rejected the writings of the 
Prophets (including the histories [1-2 Samuel, 1-2 Kings, 1-2 Chronicles]) and 
wisdom literature (Proverbs, Psalms, etc.) because of these writings 
emphasis on Judea and David's line centered on Jerusalem (not on the 
Northern Kingdom, which was their history). Their Scriptures were limited 
to the Pentateuch (Genesis through Deuteronomy), and their worship was 
centered on a new temple on Mount Gerizim, towering above ancient 
Shechem, while Jerusalem was rejected as the place of the true temple. 
Following the Babylonian exile when Zerubbabel led the rebuilding of the 
temple, Samaritan help was adamantly refused (Ezra 4:2-3), which fueled 
more conflict. When Alexander the Great and later Greek generals 
controlled Palestine (beginning about 330 B.C.), they made Samaria an 
important base, knowing that here they could find sympathetic, anti-
Jewish allies. When the Jews had their opportunity (128 B.C) they attacked 
Samaria, destroyed Shechem, and burned the Samaritan temple on Mount 
Gerizim.  
 
By Jesus' day, a smoldering tension existed between the regions of Judea 
and Samaria. Partly based on race and religion, it echoed many centuries 
of terrible political fights. Therefore when we read that Jesus, in passing 
through the region, meets a "Samaritan woman," the story does not mean 
that she is a resident of the city of Samaria, but that she is from the 
region of Samaria. She is a woman bearing the history, language, religion, 
and attitudes of people on the far margin of Judaism. A first-century 
reader would barely expect Jesus and the woman to acknowledge each 
other's presence, much less speak. 
 

Excerpt adapted from The NIV Application Commentary: John by Gary M. Burge 



Earthly and Heavenly Things 
 
In John 3, the earthly/heavenly thing Jesus talks about is birth. He speaks 
of being “born again” which can also be interpreted as “born from above.” 
If you want more depth on this, please reference Day 4 of last weeks 
devotional. 
 
In John 4, however, when he speaks to the woman about “living water” it 
can also be interpreted as “running/flowing water.” Running or flowing 
water would be a stream, a river or a spring as opposed to stagnant 
water that is found in a lake, a pond or a well. Here is where the 
confusion comes in for the Samaritan woman. The area in which she lives 
has no running or flowing water, and even more this conversation takes 
place at a well (which is not flowing water). You can see why she’d be 
confused! 
 
Ultimately, just as Jesus alerted Nicodemus to who he is and where he’s 
from (Jesus is from Heaven - yet Nicodemus still didn’t understand and 
rather fell silent), Jesus helps the woman realize the water he is talking 
about is not from this earth, but heavenly water. To which she does not 
fall silent, but recognizes him as the Messiah and then goes and tells 
her community about him! 



Day 1: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 2: 



Day 3: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 4: 



Prayer Requests for the Week 

____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________ 

____________________________
____________________________ 

A.C.T.S. Prayer Guide 
Adoration 
express your love for God and celebrate his amazing character 
Example: God, there is no one like you! 
 

Confession 
Admit your sins, mistakes, and flaws to God. 
Example: Lord, I'm sorry for lying to my parents today. 
 

Thanksgiving 
Let God know what you're grateful for. 
Example: Thank you, Jesus, for dying on the cross for us. 
 

Supplication 
Ask God to help you and others 
Example: Holy Spirit, please help me be more bold in my faith. 


