
week 4 

WEEKLY DEVOTIONAL 
September 29-October 5 



THE PURPOSE OF THIS DEVOTIONAL 

The purpose is simple. We want you to read your Bible more, and grow 
closer to Jesus Christ as a result of it! These devotions are to help you 
learn how to read the Bible, and provide you with tools to actively live 
out your faith. By the end of the school year, if you use this devotion at 
least once each week, you will have read the whole book of John. 
 

Yes, we know there are 7 days in a week, and we only provided you with 4 
devotions! The purpose behind that was to not overwhelm you. If you can’t 
do 4 days, do 3. If you can’t do 3, do 2. The goal is for you to spend time 
with God! If you do just 1 devotion each week, you will have read the entire 
book of John! 
 

THE WAY TO USE IT 

First, each day is from a different author. It could be someone on staff at 
Eaton Community Church. It can be from a student, a teacher, or another 
author. There will always be at least one devotion from a Classic Writer. 
These will probably be more for the experienced readers, but we encourage 
you to not skip that week. It may be a time to get a parent or an adult to 
help you understand what’s being talked about. There will also be an 
excerpt from a devotional by Laurie Polich called Dive Into Living Water. 
We will not hit every devotion, so I encourage you to get this devotional if 
you like it.  
 

Each week there will be a passage from The Book of John that we 
encourage you to read each day. Along with your weekly reading is a 
scripture that is the focus of a particular day. We encourage you to 
memorize or at least read it multiple times. 
 

For the week, we are going to give you an “activity” we believe will help 
you grow your faith, or maybe help you take the next step in your 
relationship with God. The truth is, being a follower of Christ isn’t 
something we just think about, or learn about, it’s something we DO. And 
that “DO” is on you! It’s your responsibility to make it happen! And we’re 
here to help by giving you ideas. 
 

Lastly, on the back is our Prayer Section. Prayer is vitally important in 
our growing relationship with Christ. On this page you can write prayer 
requests, as well as use the ACTS prayer guide to write out prayers or 
say them aloud.  
 

Please take some time each week to spend it with Jesus. Even if you don’t 
use this devotion, we want you to spend time with the one who made you! 



Weekly DOER Activity 
 
 
 

Below is a chart. One half labeled “Deeds of Light” and the other 
“Deeds of Darkness.” At the end of each day, chart your conversations, 
actions, and attitudes, determining if they were light, dark, or neutral. 
Determine at the end of the week whether you need to work on doing 
fewer deeds of darkness or more deeds of light.  
 
                 Deeds of LIGHT            Deeds of DARKNESS 
 
Sunday: 

Monday: 

Tuesday: 

Wednesday: 

Thursday: 

Friday: 

Saturday: 

neutral 



Day 1: Why Do You Have To Go  
And Make Things So Complicated? 

Author: Pastor Josh 

Daily Reading: John 3:1-36 
Today’s Scripture Focus: John 3:1-21 

 

When was a time you found yourself utterly confused? Maybe Pastor 
Josh was talking or a teacher at school. Maybe with a parent trying to 
explain something. Take a few minutes and write about that experience 
and how you felt: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I heard a story once about a young student named Harriet. After 
having missed school on Monday, she arrived to school on Tuesday 
with a note in her hand from her parents, and this is what it read: 
"Dear Teacher, Please excuse Harriet for missing school yesterday. 
We forgot to get the Sunday newspaper off the porch, and when we 
found it on Monday, we thought it was Sunday." 

 

Many people can find themselves in a confused state. It could be because 
they did it to themselves (like forgetting the Sunday paper) or because 
someone else put them in a state of confusion by what is said or done. 
So is the case with Nicodemus. His interactions with Jesus left him 
utterly confused. Look at how Nicodemus responds to Jesus in verses 4 
and 9. 
 

He just doesn’t get it! Yet, Jesus suggests he should be the one to 
understand! A Pharisee knows the scriptures.1 He should be familiar with 
knowledge that comes from God. Why do you think Nicodemus doesn’t 
understand? 
 
 



What do you have a difficult time understanding about Jesus? How do 
you believe we can begin understanding? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Read verses 5-8. Jesus talks a great deal about being born of the Spirit. 
Now, read John 15:26 and John 16:13. Then write about how these verses 
help us begin to understand Jesus' statement to Nicodemus better: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DIGGING DEEPER 

This chapter is riddled with the themes we’ve been talking about. Let’s 
see if we can find the themes. I’ll put the theme, and you put the verse 
or verses where you see the theme occuring. We will only be looking at 
verses 1-21. 
 

Example:  
Darkness - v.2, v.19 
 

Heaven & Earth Colliding2 -  

Misunderstanding -  

Testify -  

Light -  

Truth -  

 

Any other themes you see? 

 
 
1The scriptures during Jesus’ time were what we know as the Old Testament. 
2For more information on this verse, make sure to do Day 4 Devotion. 

 



Day 2: From The Classics 
Resource: Day by Day Through the Gospel of John 

Daily Reading: John 3:1-36 
Today’s Scripture Focus: John 3:16 

 

Before Jesus Christ came into this world, almost no one ever dreamed 
of saying “God loves.” Some of the Old Testament psalmists had 
glimpses of that truth and came near to expressing it, but among the 
foreign gods it was unknown. Once it was a new and almost incredible 
message, but we have grown accustomed to it. But if we try to think of 
what it means, the whole truth would flash up into fresh newness, and 
all the miseries and sorrows and perplexities of our lives would drive 
away down the wind, and we should be no more troubled with them. “God 
loves” is the greatest thing that can be said. “God so loved the world.” 
Now, when we speak of loving a number of individuals-the broader the 
stream, the shallower it is, is it not? The most intense patriot in 
England does not love her one ten-thousandth part as well as he loves 
his own little girl. We speak of wide generalities with our love, but God 
loves all because He loves each. Every person is isolated, getting as 
much of the love of God as if there was not another creature in the 
whole universe. It is very good to say He loves the world, but it is a 
great deal better to say what Paul said: “who loved me and gave himself 
for me” (Galatians 2:20). 
 

Keep in mind that the world God loves is made up of sinful mankind, men 
separated from Him. The great and blessed truth taught here is that, 
however I may drag myself away from God, I cannot drive Him away from 
me, and that however little I may love or think about Him, it does not 
make one ounce of difference as to the fact that He loves me. I know if 
a man does not love Him back, God’s love has to take shapes that it 
would not otherwise take, which may be inconvenient for the man. But 
though the shape may alter, the fact remains, and every sinner on earth 
has God’s love resting upon him. God not only sent His Son, but far 
more tenderly, wonderfully, heartbreakingly, God gave His one and only 
Son. There is no love that does not delight in giving, and there is no love 
that does not delight in depriving itself, in some fashion of what it gives. 
“God so loved”-so deeply, so purely, so perfectly—that He gives the gift 
of His Son to every soul in the world.  

ALEXANDER MACLAREN 
 
 



 
ALEXANDER MACLAREN (1826-1910) was a Scottish Baptist minister who pastored the 
Portland Chapel, Southampton (1846-1858) and Union Chapel, Manchester (1858-1903), where he 
acquired the reputation of “the prince of expository preachers.” Next to Charles 
Spurgeon, Maclaren’s sermons have been the most widely read sermons of their time. His 
preaching drew vast congregations and his sermon methods of subdivision and analogies 
drawn from nature and life have been widely imitated ever since.  

 
 
In your own words, what do you think Alexander Maclaren is saying: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 3: Stepping Aside 
Book: Dive Into Living Water by Laurie Polich 

Daily Reading: John 3:1-36 
Today’s Scripture Focus: John 3:22-36 

 

Imagine you are at a wedding and the bride is making her entrance. She 
walks down the aisle and instead of being met by her groom, she stands 
face to-face with the best man, who is standing in front of the groom 
waving to the crowd. It wouldn't take long for everyone to realize that 
the best man had a little ego problem. (Unless he had a crush on the 
bride and figured this was his chance.) Either way, most people would 
agree that the best man was not doing his job. 
 

In this passage, Jesus is described as a bridegroom and John the Baptist is 
the best man. Unlike the scenario just described, John the Baptist doesn't 
ever steal the spotlight from Jesus. He keeps the attention where it 

belongs. At this point in the story, 
people were beginning to be baptized by 
Jesus instead of John, and  
John could have felt threatened by that. 
But he rests secure in his role as the 
best man, and he is not swayed by his 
own ego needs.  
 

Too often Christian speakers, pastors, 
and musicians shift the focus from 
Christ to themselves. They start out 
doing ministry "in the name of the Lord," 

and soon their own names are being glorified instead. T-shirts are printed, 
posters are made, and usually it's not Christ's image blazoned across 
them. Many of us add to the problem by buying the posters and wearing 
the shirts, advertising their images ourselves.  
 

John's statement about being a friend to the bridegroom and not being 
the bridegroom himself stands as a warning to Christians today-
particularly those who find themselves on some kind of stage. The stage 
in heaven looks different from the stage on earth; and those who glorify 
God, rather than themselves, are the ones who are on the heavenly 
stage.  
 

John the Baptist experiences fulfillment in being the bridegroom's friend. 
That's the way it should be for us. When we try to steal the focus  



from the bridegroom, we find that we are a disappointment to everyone, 
including ourselves. Because ultimately it's the real bridegroom people 
want to see. Especially the bride. 
 
 

DIGGING DEEPER 
When John says a person can receive only what is given from heaven 
(verse 27), what do you think he means? 
 
 
 
 
 

What is John's attitude about being best man to Christ (verse 29)?  
 
 
 
 
 

How is this an example to us? 
 
 
 
 
 

In verse 30, John says that Jesus must increase, while he must decrease. 
What would it take for Jesus to become greater in your life? 
 
 
 
 
 
The word (or form of the word) tesitfy is found how many times in these 
verses? 
 
 
 
 
What is your testimony of Jesus? What have you seen him do in your 
life? 



Day 4: You Must Be γεννηθῇ ἄνωθεν! 
Author: Pastor Josh 

Daily Reading: John 3:1-36 
Today’s Scripture Focus: John 3:3,31 (14-15) 

 

I love having the Bible in English. Before people started printing the 
Bible so “ordinary” people could read it, the official language was Latin. 
And the only people who could read and interpret the Bible were the 
clergy of the church (priests, bishops, cardinals, etc.). Thus, during the 
Protestant Reformation, printing the Bible in a common language became 
extremely important because it allowed everyone who could read the 
opportunity to begin interacting with God through scripture. 
 

The downside, however, to our English translations is we can sometimes 
miss out on what is being said. Enter John 3:3 and the phrase “Born Again”. 
When I hear the phrase “born again”, I immediately get a picture of an 
evangelist standing on the street corner with a megaphone (most likely 
with a southern drawl) proclaiming Jesus words, “no one can see the 
Kingdom of God unless he is BORN AGAIN!”  What comes to mind for 
you when you hear the phrase "born again"? Write about it below: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In the Greek, the words “born again” look like this γεννηθῇ ἄνωθεν 
(gennaithai anothen). Almost every English translation, translates this 
phrase in verse 3 as “born again”. But do me a favor, look at John 3:31. 
This is John the Baptist’s testimony about Jesus. In this he says, “The one 
who comes γεννηθῇ ἄνωθεν…”, but what does your English translation 
say? 
 

What we learn here is that the phrase γεννηθῇ ἄνωθεν can mean both 
“born again" or "born from above” and this has left translators in a bit 
of a bind (as it left Nicodemus in a state of confusion as well)! Having 
to decipher which one Jesus meant… having to determine which fits best 
within the given context. BUT if you were a person reading this in the  



original language, and if you understood John’s theme of Heaven and 
Earth Colliding in the person of Jesus, then you would quickly pick up 
on what Jesus is meaning and doing here.  
 

In a single phrase, Jesus is making the case for his divinity
1
 and his 

humanity.
2

 The way that Jesus understands what he’s talking about is 

because he’s “from above”, but all the same he’s also been born of flesh. 
What Jesus is helping us understand is the things of God. We must also 
be born “from above” and “again”. We must have the divine in us, and also 
know what it means to walk, move and live in the flesh. 
 

 
How would you say we are able to have the divine in us? (Hint: look at 
Day 1) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DIGGING DEEPER 

Read Numbers 21:4-9. Jesus makes reference to this story in verses 14-15. 
Below, write about the connection Jesus is making between himself and 
the snake being lifted up. What do you think Jesus is referencing? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1
Divinity is a fancy word for being God, it’s root word is divine which in the dictionary 

means - of, from, or like God. 
2
This is an extremely important Theological Doctrine for Christians to believe. It ’s call 

the Incarnation. It’s the belief that Jesus was God in flesh. Fully human and fully divine. 



Prayer Requests for the Week 

____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________ 

____________________________
____________________________ 

A.C.T.S. Prayer Guide 
Adoration 
express your love for God and celebrate his amazing character 
Example: God, there is no one like you! 
 

Confession 
Admit your sins, mistakes, and flaws to God. 
Example: Lord, I'm sorry for lying to my parents today. 
 

Thanksgiving 
Let God know what you're grateful for. 
Example: Thank you, Jesus, for dying on the cross for us. 
 

Supplication 
Ask God to help you and others 
Example: Holy Spirit, please help me be more bold in my faith. 


