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WEEKLY DEVOTIONAL 
September 22-28 



THE PURPOSE OF THIS DEVOTIONAL 

The purpose is simple. We want you to read your Bible more, and grow 
closer to Jesus Christ as a result of it! These devotions are to help you 
learn how to read the Bible, and provide you with tools to actively live 
out your faith. By the end of the school year, if you use this devotion at 
least once each week, you will have read the whole book of John. 
 

Yes, we know there are 7 days in a week, and we only provided you with 4 
devotions! The purpose behind that was to not overwhelm you. If you can’t 
do 4 days, do 3. If you can’t do 3, do 2. The goal is for you to spend time 
with God! If you do just 1 devotion each week, you will have read the entire 
book of John! 
 

THE WAY TO USE IT 

First, each day is from a different author. It could be someone on staff at 
Eaton Community Church. It can be from a student, a teacher, or another 
author. There will always be at least one devotion from a Classic Writer. 
These will probably be more for the experienced readers, but we encourage 
you to not skip that week. It may be a time to get a parent or an adult to 
help you understand what’s being talked about. There will also be an 
excerpt from a devotional by Laurie Polich called Dive Into Living Water. 
We will not hit every devotion, so I encourage you to get this devotional if 
you like it.  
 

Each week there will be a passage from The Book of John that we 
encourage you to read each day. Along with your weekly reading is a 
scripture that is the focus of a particular day. We encourage you to 
memorize or at least read it multiple times. 
 

For the week, we are going to give you an “activity” we believe will help 
you grow your faith, or maybe help you take the next step in your 
relationship with God. The truth is, being a follower of Christ isn’t 
something we just think about, or learn about, it’s something we DO. And 
that “DO” is on you! It’s your responsibility to make it happen! And we’re 
here to help by giving you ideas. 
 

Lastly, on the back is our Prayer Section. Prayer is vitally important in 
our growing relationship with Christ. On this page you can write prayer 
requests, as well as use the ACTS prayer guide to write out prayers or 
say them aloud.  
 

Please take some time each week to spend it with Jesus. Even if you don’t 
use this devotion, we want you to spend time with the one who made you! 



Weekly DOER Activity 
 
 
 

Think of something specific you can do this week to express your anger 
in a positive way (e.g., anger about world hunger = sponsor a child; anger 
about homelessness = volunteer in a shelter; anger about abortion = 
help someone who’s pregnant). Choose one and decide how you will act 
on it. 
 
Day 1 
Spend time today thinking about some of the issues or problems in your 
life and whether or not you take them to Jesus first. 
 
Day 2 
Spend time today thinking about what ways God may be asking you to 
step out in faith. 
 
Day 3 
Spend time today thinking about what the church should be used for 
and what it shouldn’t be used for. 
 
Day 4 
Spend time today thinking about what might anger Jesus in today’s 
culture. 



Day 1: Party Like It's 1999! 
Author: Pastor Josh 

Daily Reading: John 2:1-25 
Today’s Scripture Focus: John 2:1-11 

 

Growing up, my parents (especially my mom) always went all out on 
birthdays. I remember one year my mom hired a dancing chicken to come 
and crash my party. It was awkward, but not as awkward as my sister’s 
16th birthday where my parents showed up on morning announcements and 
played a special song for her and waved on camera. That was intense! 
 

Do you have a favorite party or celebration that you remember?  
Write about it below: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If we are to better understand God’s Word, we must begin by reading 
through the lens of the audience who first read it. In Jesus time, a 
wedding was a major celebration by more than just a select few. It was 
an event for the whole community! It was celebrated with banquets and 
feasts sometimes a week long. These events were a direct reminder of 
what days will be like when the Messiah would come! Wine (which 
represented God’s goodness) would flow, and people would be happy and 
merry!1 
 

With this knowledge, we must see the story of the wedding at Cana is 
more than a story about some people’s wedding and some wine. It’s a 
story about celebration. It’s a story about God’s abundance. And it’s a 
story about how God desires to one day “party” with us! (If you’re 
interested in what I'm talking about check out Revelation 19:6-9.) 
 



During this period of Jewish history, when the wine ran out the party 
was over. What Jesus was doing was helping his followers to see (and 
those servants privileged to observe) a glimpse into Heaven. A glimpse 
into what it’s like to be with God in his kingdom eternally. Because in 
God’s Kingdom the party never stops! 
 

Another point to make here is John makes reference to this being “the 
first of his miraculous signs.” As we mentioned in Day 1 of last week, 

John loves 7s! And here is another example of 7s. This is the first of 

seven miracles (or “signs” as John calls them) in the Gospel of John. As 
you read in the coming months, let’s see if you can find the other six. 
 

DIGGING DEEPER 

John doesn’t include details for the sake of details. He includes details 
for the reader to notice something. What kind of water did Jesus turn 
into wine? (v. 6 and see note below)2 
 

Jesus, then turns this water into wine. But what do you do with wine? 
You ingest it! You drink it! It goes inside you! As it pertains to the 
cleansing of a person, what do you think Jesus is trying to help us see 
here? What truly needs cleansed? Write your thoughts below: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 
A quick note about alcohol and the Bible. When wine is mentioned in the Bible it is real wine, not 

grape juice. The Bible is very clear on drinking alcohol and also obeying the law of the land. It is 
sinful to be drunk on wine (Galatians 5:21). And given our current laws, it is also sinful for underage 
drinking given the laws established by our government (Romans 12:1-2). I, Josh, personally do not drink 
alcohol because of my family’s history of addictions. 
 
2 
These jars held Jewish purification water. It was used to cleanse the outside of the person before 

they were to enter the temple, worship God, or any other act that required a “holy cleansing”.  



Day 2: Life of the Party 
Book: Dive Into Living Water by Laurie Polich 

Daily Reading: John 2:1-25 
Today’s Scripture Focus: John 2:1-11 

 
Imagine Jesus at a party. Where do you picture him? Maybe you see him 
leading a Bible study over in the corner. Or standing with some of your 
friends giving a sermon on partying. Probably the last place you'd imagine 
Jesus is by the sink, quietly changing the tap water into fine wine. But 
that's where we find him in this story. In this passage we see a side of 
Jesus that surprises many Christians. (It's a great story to share with 
some of your non-Christian friends.) But it also says something 
important about the satisfaction only Jesus can provide. 
 
At this time in Jewish history, wedding feasts were huge parties that 
lasted several days. Jesus, Jesus' mother, and the disciples had all come 
to this particular celebration; and when the wine ran out, Jesus' mother 
came over to tell Jesus.  
 
It was clear from Jesus' response that he had no intention of doing 
anything at this party that would make him stand out. But it turned out 
to be the setting of his first miracle. Out of the water used for 
washing, he created a wine superior to all the other wine served at the 
party.  
 
The significance of this miracle is the kind of wine Jesus provides. The 
party guests were happy with their less superior wine because they had 
never had anything better. Sometimes we find ourselves in 
that same boat. We think fulfillment is found by stuffing ourselves with 
food, drinking alcohol, or experimenting with sex. But these things only 
satisfy us for a while-and if we keep indulging in them, we're left with an 
eating disorder, an addiction, or a broken heart, feeling emptier than 
before. 
 
Many people spend their whole lives convinced that if they keep filling 
their stomachs with their immediate cravings, they'll find the satisfaction 
their hearts seek. But they never do. Instead their desires get deeper 
while their "fixes" (from alcohol, food, or sex) just feel cheaper. And 
they are left with longings that are unfulfilled. Like the wedding host 
says in this passage, the wine - or satisfaction we provide for ourselves - 
may seem choice at first but usually tastes cheap in the end. The 
satisfaction Jesus provides lasts forever. 



DIGGING DEEPER 
What things do teenagers do to get satisfaction? 
 
 
 
Which of these things are good? 
 
 
 
Which are bad? 
 
 
 
What things do you do to get satisfaction? 
 
 
 
Which of these things are good? 
 
 
 
Which (if any) are bad? 
 
 
 
Are there any habits or addictions in your life that come between you 
and God?  
 
 
 
If so, are you ready to give them up?  
 
 
 
What would it take for you to do that? 



Day 3: From The Classics 
Resource: Day by Day Through the Gospel of John 

Daily Reading: John 2:1-25 
Today’s Scripture Focus: John 2:11 

 
Mary expected that her son would, by majesty of power, appeal to the wedding 
guests and arouse their enthusiasm for Him. How far that was from our Lord ’s 
thoughts may be well seen in the fact that the miracle was not noticed even by 
the master of the banquet. So quietly was it done, so entirely concealed, as it 
were, in the two simple ordered acts, the filling of the water jars with water 
and the drawing of it out again, as to make it manifest that it was done for the 
sake of serving them. He did not do it even for the display of His goodness, but 
to be good. This alone could show His Father’s goodness and glory. It was done 
because here was an opportunity in which all circumstances combined with the 
bodily presence of the powerful and the prayer of his mother to render it fit 
that the love of His heart should go forth in giving His merrymaking brothers 
and sisters more and better wine to drink.  
 
And herein we find another point in which this miracle of Jesus resembles the 
working of His Father. For God ministers to us so gently, so secretly, as it 
were, with such a quiet, tender, loving absence of display, that men often drink 

of His wine
1
, as these wedding guests drank, without knowing whence it comes; 

without thinking that the Giver is beside them, yes, in their very hearts. For God 
will not compel the adoration of men: it would be but idol worship that would 
bring to His altars. He will rouse in men a sense of need, which shall grow at 
length into a longing; He will make them feel after Him, until by their search 
becoming able to behold Him, He may at length reveal to them the glory of 
their Father. He works silently; keeps quiet behind His works, as it were, that He 
may truly reveal himself in the right time. John says that Jesus thus "revealed 
his glory; and his disciples believed in him" (v. 11). I doubt if any except His 
disciples knew of the miracle; or of those others who might see or hear of it, if 
any believed in Him because of it. It is possible to see a miracle and not believe in 
it; while many of those who saw a miracle of our Lord believed in the miracle, 
and yet did not believe in Him.  

GEORGE MACDONALD 
 
GEORGE MACDONALD (1824-1905), Scottish novelist, poet, and pastor, was one of the 
most original and influential writers of Victorian Britain. His more than fifty books -  
including fantasy, fairy tales, short stories, sermons, essays, poems, and some thirty 
novels - sold in the millions and made him one of the most popular authors of the day. 
His writing profoundly influenced the lives of many well-known Christians, including C. S. 
Lewis, G. K. Chesterton, and Oswald Chambers. 

 
 
 
1 
God's Wine is a symbol throughout scripture of the goodness God gives us. It's not literal wine. 



In your own words, what do you think George MacDonald is saying: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 4: Cleaning House 
Book: Dive Into Living Water by Laurie Polich 

Daily Reading: John 2:1-25 
Today's Scripture Focus: John 2:12-25 

 
Anyone who pictures Jesus in a white robe picking flowers and skipping 
along the shores of Galilee will find this passage a bit disrupting. 
Cracking the whip and knocking down tables, Jesus shows us that some 
things make him really angry. And misusing God's house is one of them. 
The people selling things in the Temple might not have been trying to 
make God mad. In fact they may have rationalized that they were doing 
God a favor. After all, their sales were drawing a lot of people to the 
Temple who normally wouldn't have come. But the sellers weren't 
interested in people coming to worship. They were interested in making a 
profit. And that's what made Jesus so angry. 
 
Rationalizing still happens today. People do things in the name of Jesus" 
that are really for personal gain. Sometimes it's to make money - like 
the TV evangelists who promise God's blessing to people who send them 
checks. Other times it's to gain power - like church leaders who subtly 
get people to worship them instead of God. Both are wrong in God's 
eyes. And whether someone uses the church to build an income or an 
image, either way God is not pleased. 
 
Many good Christians have fallen because their drives to honor God 
became drives for money or power instead. They (and the people around 
them) suffer for their sins. Jesus knew the danger of using God's gifts 
for personal gain. At this point in his ministry, Jesus was very popular, 
and he could have used his status 
to bolster his ministry. But Jesus 
never gave in to the popularity he 
had from the people. He knew that 
human power is fleeting that the 
only lasting power is from God.  
 
From this passage we see that the 
only thing to be worshiped in God's 
house is God. If we're worshiping 
anything else, we can expect at 
some point that the "tables will 
fly." It's Jesus way of cleaning 
house. 



DIGGING DEEPER 
What examples have you seen of people abusing money or power in the 
name of Christ? 
 
 
 
 
Have you (or anyone you know) ever been affected by it? 
 
 
 
 
Why do you think Jesus was so angry in this passage? 
 
 
 
 
What kinds of things do you think would make Jesus angry today? 
 
 
 
 
What evidence does Christ give for his death and resurrection in this 
passage? 
 
 
 
 
How do you think people understood Jesus then?  
 
 
 
 
How do we understand him now? 



Prayer Requests for the Week 

____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________ 

____________________________
____________________________ 

A.C.T.S. Prayer Guide 
Adoration 
express your love for God and celebrate his amazing character 
Example: God, there is no one like you! 
 

Confession 
Admit your sins, mistakes, and flaws to God. 
Example: Lord, I'm sorry for lying to my parents today. 
 

Thanksgiving 
Let God know what you're grateful for. 
Example: Thank you, Jesus, for dying on the cross for us. 
 

Supplication 
Ask God to help you and others 
Example: Holy Spirit, please help me be more bold in my faith. 


