
WEEKLY DEVOTIONAL 
September 15-21 



THE PURPOSE OF THIS DEVOTIONAL 

The purpose is simple. We want you to read your Bible more, and grow 
closer to Jesus Christ as a result of it! These devotions are to help you 
learn how to read the Bible, and provide you with tools to actively live 
out your faith. By the end of the school year, if you use this devotion at 
least once each week, you will have read the whole book of John. 
 

Yes, we know there are 7 days in a week, and we only provided you with 4 
devotions! The purpose behind that was to not overwhelm you. If you can’t 
do 4 days, do 3. If you can’t do 3, do 2. The goal is for you to spend time 
with God! If you do just 1 devotion each week, you will have read the entire 
book of John! 
 

THE WAY TO USE IT 

First, each day is from a different author. It could be someone on staff at 
Eaton Community Church. It can be from a student, a teacher, or another 
author. There will always be at least one devotion from a Classic Writer. 
These will probably be more for the experienced readers, but we encourage 
you to not skip that week. It may be a time to get a parent or an adult to 
help you understand what’s being talked about. There will also be an 
excerpt from a devotional by Laurie Polich called Dive Into Living Water. 
We will not hit every devotion, so I encourage you to get this devotional if 
you like it.  
 

Each week there will be a passage from The Book of John that we 
encourage you to read each day. Along with your weekly reading is a 
scripture that is the focus of a particular day. We encourage you to 
memorize or at least read it multiple times. 
 

For the week, we are going to give you an “activity” we believe will help 
you grow your faith, or maybe help you take the next step in your 
relationship with God. The truth is, being a follower of Christ isn’t 
something we just think about, or learn about, it’s something we DO. And 
that “DO” is on you! It’s your responsibility to make it happen! And we’re 
here to help by giving you ideas. 
 

Lastly, on the back is our Prayer Section. Prayer is vitally important in 
our growing relationship with Christ. On this page you can write prayer 
requests, as well as use the ACTS prayer guide to write out prayers or 
say them aloud.  
 

Please take some time each week to spend it with Jesus. Even if you don’t 
use this devotion, we want you to spend time with the one who made you! 



Weekly DOER Activity 
 
 
 

On a piece of paper, draw a cross. Put an X on the page where you see 
yourself in your walk with Jesus (ahead of him, next to him, behind him, 
way behind him, off the page, etc.). Then each day evaluate where you are 
in your walk with Jesus: 
 

Day 1 
Spend time today thinking about how you can take the attention off 
yourself and point to Jesus. 
 

Day 2 
Spend time today thinking about how you can follow Jesus more closely 
in your day-to-day life. 
 

Day 3 
Spend time today thinking about whom to invite to have a relationship 
with Jesus. How will you take steps toward this? 
 

Day 4 
Spend time today thinking about what caused you to believe that Jesus 
is truly God’s Son and how God wants to use you in the lives of your 
friends. 



Day 1: Seven 
Author: Pastor Josh 

Daily Reading: John 1:19-51 
Today’s Scripture Focus: John 1:19-51 

 

Most people have played some sort of organized sport at least once in 
their life. Maybe it was soccer, basketball, baseball, football, 
volleyball… you name it. Along with playing an organized sport, you are 
also tasked to wear a jersey during that sport. The jersey helps you 
identify with a team and to also distinguish who you’re playing against. In 
many cases, though, each person is given a number. This number helps the 
referees, coaches, players, and fans recognize the individuals playing. It 
helps you stand out amongst all the other players wearing the same 
jersey. What was the sport you played? Were you allowed to pick your 
number? If you were allowed to pick your number, why did you pick it? If 
you weren’t allowed to pick your number, what number would you have 
picked and why? 
 

I always picked #24, and then around the year 2000 (before most of you 
were born -  man I’m so old!) I began picking the number #30. Why? Ken 
Griffey Jr.! He was my favorite player in any sport, and I always wanted 
his number regardless of what sport I played. Some people have a 
favorite color. Some people have a favorite word (I have two favorite 
words: Dude and Awesome -  I use them WAY too much). And some people 
have a favorite number! What are some of your favorites? 

 

Favorite Color: 

Favorite Sports Team: 

Favorite Music Style: 

Favorite Word: 

Favorite Number: 

 

As we continue to dive into the book of John, you may or may not realize 
it, but John give us insight to his FAVORITE number. The Gospel writer 

LOVES the number 7. So much so that he sprinkles little nuggets of the 
#7 all throughout his gospel. One of our goals for the year is to help 
you see them when they come up. Here are an example of a few: 



the 7's in the book of john 
7 I AM... statements, seven times where Jesus says, “I AM the [fill in the 

blank]” 

7 eigo emi statements, seven times Jesus equates himself with God and 
people don't know how to react. 

7 Signs & Wonders - Seven miracles and healings all culminating to his 
most powerful miracle: The Resurrection! 

John is really wanting his readers to pick up on some important aspects 
of who Jesus is, and he uses the number 7 to highlight the importance. As 
we progress through the book of John, you’re going to learn the 
significance of the 7's. You’re going to learn the significance of I AM and 
the greek words eigo emi. And each one builds to a magnificent moment 
that Jesus blows everyone away with. 
 

In the 33 verses you read today, John gives the first glimpse into his love 
for 7's. Make sure to go over the DIGGING DEEPER sections below if 
you’re interested in learning more. 
 

DIGGING DEEPER 

In the passage we read today, everyone Jesus interacts with gives him 
specific names (Jesus also gives himself a name), seven to be exact. Read 
the passage again and let’s see if you can figure out what the seven 
names given to Jesus are. Write them below: 

 
Try it first on your own, but if you need some help. At the bottom of the 
devotion are some scripture references for each name...1, 2 

 
Name #1: 

Name #2: 

Name #3: 

Name #4: 

Name #5: 

Name #6: 

Name #7: 

 
 
What do these names tell us about Jesus? 
 
 
 
1 v.29, v.34, v.38, v.41, v.45 - This may be the hardest to find, v.49, v.50 
2 You can find a list of 7 names of Jesus from John 1:19-51 in the back of the devotional. 



Day 2: Being a Signpost 
Book: Dive Into Living Water by Laurie Polich 

Daily Reading: John 1:19-51 
Today’s Scripture Focus: John 1:19-34 

 

Have you ever been to Las Vegas? It's a city filled with bright lights and 
neon signs. Some of the signs are so captivating you could spend your 
whole night staring at them instead of actually going to the places they 
advertise. The only problem is that the whole reason the signs exist is 
to lead you to those places. So unless you get past the sign, the sign 
hasn't done its job.  
 

As Christians, we are supposed to be like signposts. Our job is to point 
people to Jesus Christ. John the Baptist shows us how it's done in this 
passage. It must have been tempting for John to keep people attracted to 
himself instead of pointing them toward Jesus. Many of John's followers 
thought he was the Messiah. But John never faltered for a moment. He 
knew his job was to be a signpost and he pointed the way for people to 
get to the real Messiah, Jesus Christ. 
 

Being a signpost requires that you be attention-getting enough for 
people to see you but not so attention-getting that people never move 
past you. John definitely falls in the "attention getting" category. He ran 
around the wilderness eating locusts and honey, yelling to the crowds, 
"Repent and be baptized!" (see Matthew 3 for details). But with all the 
attention he was getting, John didn't let people stay focused on him. 
Instead, he put the focus on Jesus. 
 

When a sign attracts too much attention, people can get caught up 
looking at it instead of going where the sign is directing them. The same 
thing can happen with Christians. If people focus on us instead of looking 
through us to Jesus Christ, we aren't really doing our jobs. We want 
people to get past us to the Savior they really need. 
 

What kind of signpost are you? Most of us either attract too much 
attention (by being a “good person" and never letting anyone know why) 
or too little attention (by not being any different at all). We can learn 

from John the Baptist. A good sign directs people where they need to go. 
 
 



DIGGING DEEPER: 
Read the John 1:19-34 again.  
What stands out to you about John the Baptist? Why? 
 
 

If you had to describe the kind of sign you are as a Christian, would you 
be big or small? bright or hard to see?  
 
 

What words or pictures would be on your sign?  
 
 

What evidence of God would people see when they looked at you? 
 
 

Describe yourself in the space below or draw a sign that represents you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Do you struggle more with being the kind of sign that attracts people 
by standing out (and not telling people why) or being the kind of sign 
that doesn't stand out at all (because you have trouble living out your 
faith)? 
 
 
 
 
 

In the back of the devotional, write a prayer to God about the kind of 
sign you want to be. Ask God for the strength to be the kind of witness 
God can use to bring other people to Jesus. 



Day 3: From The Classics 
Resource: Day by Day Through the Gospel of John 

Daily Reading: John 1:19-51 
Today’s Scripture Focus: John 1:40-42 

 

Andrew is a picture of what every disciple of Christ should be. He was a 
sincere follower of Jesus, whose immediate passion was to bring his 
brother to the Savior. Men who have never seen the beauties of 
Immanuel are not fit persons to describe them to others, but Andrew 
had seen it. And though he was but a young follower, he spread abroad 
the good news with freshness and fullness of joy that were contagious. 
He first finds Peter, who is his first success, but how many afterward he 
found, who shall tell? Throughout a long life of service it is probable 
that Andrew brought many stray sheep to the Redeemer’s fold.  
 

Many, too, may be brought to Christ through your example. Believe me, 
there is no preaching in this world like the preaching of a changed life, a 
holy life. In proportion as a church is holy, in that proportion will its 
testimony for Christ be powerful. Oh, if the saints were perfect, our 
testimony would be like a flaming fire torching a meadow of dry grass. 
Were the saints of God less like the world, more loving, more prayerful, 
more godlike, the tramp of the armies of Zion would shake the nations, 
and the day of the victory of Christ would surely dawn. Freely might 
the church trade her golden-mouthed preacher if she received in exchange 

men of the apostolic
1
 church.  

 

I would be content that the pulpit should be empty if all the members 
of the church would preach Christ by their patience in suffering, by their 
endurance in temptation, by exhibiting the household of those graces that 
adorn the gospel of Jesus Christ. Our object should be to bring men to 
Jesus, by prayer, by instruction, by example, and by occasionally, as time 
and opportunity may serve us, giving a word of purposeful witness.  
 

A few words from a tender mother may drop like gentle dew from 
heaven upon a son’s heart. A few sentences from a kind father given to a 
daughter have the power to change her life forever. A kind word dropped 
by a brother to a sister may be God’s arrow of grace. I have known such 
little things as a tear or an anxious glance to work wonders. Always 
take care through all that you do to bring others to Jesus. 

Charles Spurgeon 
 



 
CHARLES SPURGEON (1834-1892) was the remarkable British “Boy Preacher of the Fens” 
who became one of the greatest preachers of all time. Coming from a flourishing 
country pastorate in 1854, he accepted a call to pastor London’s New Park Street Chapel. 
This building soon proved too small and so work on Spurgeon’s Metropolitan 
Tabernacle was begun in 1859. Through Spurgeon’s ministry, the Metropolitan Tabernacle 
grew into a congregation of more than six thousand, and added well over fourteen 
thousand members during his thirty-eight-year London ministry. The combination of his 
clear voice, his mastery of the language, his sure grasp of Scripture, and a deep love for 
Christ produced some of the noblest preaching of any age. An astounding number of 
sermons (3,561) have been preserved, from which the readings in this book have been 
selected and edited.  
 
During his lifetime, Spurgeon is estimated to have preached to 10 million people. He 
remains history’s most widely read preacher. There is more material written by Spurgeon 
than any other Christian author, living or dead. His sixty-three volumes of sermons stand 
as the largest set of books by a single author in the history of Christianity, comprising 
the equivalent to the twenty-seven volumes of the ninth edition of the Encyclopedia 
Britannica. 
 
 

In your own words, what do you think this Charles Spurgeon is saying: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1
Apostolic: means people in the church who lived according to the teachings of Jesus and 

the New Testament 



Day 4: Follow Me 
Book: Dive Into Living Water by Laurie Polich 

Daily Reading: John 1:19-51 
Today’s Scripture Focus: John 1:35-51 

 

When Jesus approaches his disciples for the first time, he says, “Follow 
me.” He doesn’t give them a map or a schedule. He doesn’t consult them 
about their plans. Instead he invites them to become a part of his 
schedule and conform themselves to his plans. That’s what it means to 
be a follower of Jesus CHrist. 
 

When I was in junior high, my friends and I used bungee cords to tie our 
books to the back of our bikes. But there’s another way to use bungee 
cords. People tie them to their bodies and jump off very high places. I 
can remember thinking, I'd never do that - it's just stupid. But the truth 
was, it scared me to death. 
 

One day my youth group was at an amusement park, and two guys in the 
group decided to bungee jump. I went along to videotape their adventure. 
On the way there one of them said, “Laurie, I dare you to try it.” (I hate it 
when that happens.) I hoped that once we arrived, the people who worked 
at the bungee jumping place would talk me out of it. Instead by the time 
they were finished, they convinced me it was the safest possible thing I 
could do with my body. It was only after I reluctantly agreed that they 
pulled out a ten-page document for me to sign that said (in very fine 
print) if I did happen to die, they were not responsible. Needless to say, I 
was terrified when I attached my ropes and began my climb. 
 

After I go to the top, there was a guy who proceeded to give me a pep 
talk. He said "You can be as creative as you want with your jump." I was 
not interested in creativity. I was interested in staying alive. So I went 
with the very creative "step off the platform with your eyes closed" 
jump. Everything was in slow motion. Finally the moment came when the 
rope held me, and I started bouncing up the other way. I let out the 
biggest scream you ever heard. "WOOHOO, I'M ALIVE!!!!!" Never in all my 
days of using bungee cords to hold my books did I ever let out a scream 
like that. But when my body was attached to one, I had a very different 
relationship with that bungee cord. My life was in its hands. 
 
 



When Jesus says, "Follow me," he is telling us to put our lives in his 
hands. He is not asking for our Sundays; he is asking for all our days. He 
is not asking if he can follow us; he is asking if we want to follow him. 
Those willing to take this risk will find the terrifying joy of jumping into 
life with the ropes of Jesus around them And they will experience the 
freedom and exhilaration of what it really means to be alive. 
  
 
DIGGING DEEPER: 
Many believe in Jesus; few follow him. Would you describe yourself as a 
believer or a follower? Why? 
 
 
 
 

On the scale below, place yourself according to how much of your life 
you've given to Jesus.  
 
Nothing            Some things           Most things             Everything 
 

Are you satisfied with where you on the scale? If not, where would you 
like to be? 
 
 
 
 

What specific areas of your life do you have the hardest time giving to 
Jesus?  
 
 
 
 
What steps could you take to give Jesus those things?  
 
 
 
 
Are you willing to take those steps? If so, pray that God will help you 
release whatever it is you struggle with and follow Jesus. 



Optional Day 5 

Super Cool and Really Deep Study Time: 
Liars and Ladders 

Author: Pastor Josh 

Weekly Reading: John 1:19-51 
Today’s Scripture Focus: John 1:43-51 

Extra Reading: Genesis 25:19-34; 27:1-36; 28:10-22; 32:22-32 
 
Every once and a while Pastor Josh is going to "geek out" on some fun Biblical 
Knowledge. Sometimes there are some really deep and super cool moments in John that 
we'll spend time highlighting for you. There will be some extra reading required for this 
(quite a bit), and you may want to break it up into two days. But trust me, if you put in 
the time, it will be well worth it! 
 

Read John 1:43-46 
 

To get a good grasp on what’s happening in this story, you’re going to 
need some Israelite historical context. Basically, you need to learn some 
Jewish History. Jewish people cared a lot about their ancestors, and 
many of the stories about the Fathers of Israel can be found in the book 
of Genesis. The big ones were Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph. For this 
particular story, we’ll need to be familiar with the character Jacob. 
 

Read Genesis 25:19-34 and Genesis 27:1-36. 
 

Not only was Jacob’s name deceiver (literally he grasps the heel, which 
is a Hebrew idiom for deceiver), but he shows it in how he tricked his 
brother, Esau, two times for important pieces of their inheritance. Jacob 
was a swindler and a liar, and his name reflected that! 
 

Now read Genesis 32:22-32 
 

In this passage we see Jacob have a life-changing experience with God. He 
wrestles him! This could be a lesson all to itself, but the main point I’d 
like you to see here is that Jacob’s name changes, and it changes because 
God changes it. God changed Jacob’s name to Israel (which means 
wrestles with God). From this point on, Jacob doesn’t live to lie… he lives 
to establish a nation, God’s nation, the people of Israel. It’s from Jacob's 
sons that we get the twelve tribes of Israel! 
 

Think about Jacob’s name, and how it changed as you read what Jesus 
says to Nathanael… 
 



 

Read John 1:47 
 

When Nathanael makes the comment, “Nazareth! Can anything good come 
from there?” Jesus is helping answer this question (even though he asked 
it before he met Jesus) by referencing his ancestor Jacob (v.47). Nathanael 
was an Israelite who spoke the truth, unlike his father Jacob. And look 
at the truth Nathanael speaks about Jesus. 
 

Read John 1:48-49 
 

Nathanael attributes three different names to Jesus (we learned about 
this on Day 1). Rabbi, Son of God and King of Israel! The writer, John, 
wants us to see that Nathanael’s words are TRUTH! And he uses the 
story of Jacob to help us understand. BUT WAIT! There’s more!!!! (The 
exclamation points are a direct sign of Pastor Josh’s ultimate geekyness). 
 

Read Genesis 28:10-22 
 

Here’s another awesome encounter Jacob had in his life with God. He saw 
a picture of a ladder that connected Heaven to Earth (This image of a 
connection between heaven and earth should be ringing all sorts of 
theme bells in your head, because this is what our theme for the year is. 
Collide: When Heaven Met Earth). Now that you have the image of 
Jacob’s dream about a ladder that connected heaven and earth in your 
head, read what Jesus says. 
 

Read John 1:50-51 
 

Okay, if you’re mind isn’t blown by now I don't know what else to tell 
you! So, if I was a Jewish person and reading this book for the first time, 
my mind would already be thinking about my ancestor, Jacob. Then Jesus 
uses a reference from Jacob’s dream, and essentially says that Jesus is 
the ladder in Jacob’s dream! He’s the one who is connecting heaven to 
earth! He’s the one who came to bring us back to God! WOW! 
 

I know this was a lot of reading and even more history. But I hope you 
are seeing what John, an ancient and intelligent writer, was doing. He is 
doing everything he possibly can to help ALL PEOPLE understand that 
Jesus is God. He is the Lord, and by the end of reading this book we will 
see the need to give our lives to him. I pray the same happens for you. 



THE SEVEN NAMES OF JESUS (JOHN 1:19-51) 

v.29 - Lamb of God - References Jesus’ future sacrifice for the world. 

v.34 - Chosen Son of God - this can be interpreted as Chosen One of God 
or Son of God, if you’re reading the NIV or NLT check the note in your 
Bible. 

v.38 - Rabbi - in Hebrew this means “teacher” 

v.41 - Messiah - The promised one to bring salvation to Israel 

v.45 - Jesus of Nazareth - This helps us see that Jesus is human (born in 
the world) 

v.49 - King of Israel - In the line of David, who will sit and rule on a 
throne someday. 

v.50 - Son of Man - I encourage you to watch the Bible Project video on 
the Son of Man. YouTube Search: Bible Project Son of Man 



NOTES: 



Prayer Requests for the Week 

____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________ 

____________________________
____________________________ 

A.C.T.S. Prayer Guide 
Adoration 
express your love for God and celebrate his amazing character 
Example: God, there is no one like you! 
 

Confession 
Admit your sins, mistakes, and flaws to God. 
Example: Lord, I'm sorry for lying to my parents today. 
 

Thanksgiving 
Let God know what you're grateful for. 
Example: Thank you, Jesus, for dying on the cross for us. 
 

Supplication 
Ask God to help you and others 
Example: Holy Spirit, please help me be more bold in my faith. 


