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WEEKLY DEVOTIONAL 
November 24-30 



THE PURPOSE OF THIS DEVOTIONAL 

The purpose is simple. We want you to read your Bible more, and grow 
closer to Jesus Christ as a result of it! These devotions are to help you 
learn how to read the Bible, and provide you with tools to actively live 
out your faith. By the end of the school year, if you use this devotion at 
least once each week, you will have read the whole book of John. 
 

Yes, we know there are 7 days in a week, and we only provided you with 4 
devotions! The purpose behind that was to not overwhelm you. If you can’t 
do 4 days, do 3. If you can’t do 3, do 2. The goal is for you to spend time 
with God! If you do just 1 devotion each week, you will have read the entire 
book of John! 
 

THE WAY TO USE IT 

First, each day is from a different author. It could be someone on staff at 
Eaton Community Church. It can be from a student, a teacher, or another 
author. There will always be at least one devotion from a Classic Writer. 
These will probably be more for the experienced readers, but we encourage 
you to not skip that week. It may be a time to get a parent or an adult to 
help you understand what’s being talked about. There will sometimes be an 
excerpt from a devotional by Laurie Polich called Dive Into Living Water. 
We will not hit every devotion, so I encourage you to get this devotional if 
you like it.  
 

Each week there will be a passage from The Book of John that we 
encourage you to read each day. Along with your weekly reading is a 
scripture that is the focus of a particular day. We encourage you to 
memorize or at least read it multiple times. 
 

For the week, we are going to give you an “activity” we believe will help 
you grow your faith, or maybe help you take the next step in your 
relationship with God. The truth is, being a follower of Christ isn’t 
something we just think about, or learn about, it’s something we DO. And 
that “DO” is on you! It’s your responsibility to make it happen! And we’re 
here to help by giving you ideas. 
 

Lastly, on the back is our Prayer Section. Prayer is vitally important in 
our growing relationship with Christ. On this page you can write prayer 
requests, as well as use the ACTS prayer guide to write out prayers or 
say them aloud.  
 

Please take some time each week to spend it with Jesus. Even if you don’t 
use this devotion, we want you to spend time with the one who made you! 



Weekly DOER Activity 
 

Enjoy Thanksgiving this week. Your activity will be to 
dwell on that which you are THANKFUL for. Over the 
next seven days, write down one apsect of life you're 
thankful for. It can be about your faith, your education, 
where you live, who you are related to, etc. Then take 
the whole day and just remember how thankful you are 
for that specific aspect. 
 
 
Day 1: 
 
 
Day 2: 
 
 
Day 3: 
 
 
Day 4: 
 
 
Day 5: 
 
 
Day 6: 
 
 
Day 7: 



Day 1: When I Get Where I'm Going 
Author: Pastor Josh  

Daily Reading: John 7:25-52 
Today’s Scripture Focus: 7:25-35 

 
All comic book characters have a good origin story. We can look at the 
recent (by recent I mean over 10 years) rise of movies centered on comic 
book characters. Tony Stark and the shrapnel trying to destroy his 
heart. Superman as the last son of Krypton who came to earth as a 
baby in a spaceship, only to be rescued by a farming family: The Kents. 
Batman, who watched his parents die at the hand of a thief. The origin of 
the character is of utmost importance, because it is in the origin that we 
find the purpose for the heroism. 
 

If you were to write an origin story for yourself, what would it be? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A common theme that runs through the book of John has to do with 
where Jesus is from and where he is going. This is the question on 
everyone’s mind! Where did Jesus come from? And where is he going 
(meaning what is he trying to accomplish)? Essentially, it is the question 
of Jesus’ origin… His Origin Story.  
 
In Chapter 1, John is very clear that Jesus came from Heaven. Two of the 
four gospels share an origin of Jesus and his birth (Matthew and Luke). 
There is much we know about Jesus’ “beginning” by what is written about 
him, but for those in temple who were listening to Jesus speak, they 
struggled to grasp Jesus’ origin.  
 
We’ve seen it over and over throughout the Gospel of John, those who 
think of things from the perspective of below (not of heavenly things) 
will ultimately miss what Jesus is talking about because he speaks of 

things “from above!”
1
 For those present in Jerusalem, they saw Jesus of 

Nazareth. They saw the son of Joseph and Mary. They saw a man who 
had brothers and sisters, who grew up before their very eyes. He was 
from Galilee! (more about that in the DIGGING DEEPER section). 



As John helps us understand in verse 39, it is only through the Holy 
Spirit that we can understand the words of Jesus, and it only through 
the Holy Spirit that we can begin to wrap our minds around the origin of 
Jesus Christ. Because once we have the Holy Spirit, only then will be 
too be born “from above” like Jesus and understand that he is The King 
of Kings and Lord of Lords. 
 
DIGGING DEEPER 
There seems to be a huge divide in people who were for Jesus and against 
him. Why do you think this is? In what ways do you see that in our 
culture today? 
 
 
 
 
 
Read verses 33-34. Jesus is talking about the future. He’s talking about 
what is coming, but notice how he speaks of it. Again, it’s in the same 
wording as his origins. Where he came from… where he’s going. Why do 
you think Jesus says the people listening cannot go where he is going? Do 
you think you can go there? Why? 
 
 
 
 
 
Look at verses 41-42. The Pharisees were under the impression that the 
Christ cannot come from Galilee, instead he would come from 
Bethlehem, the town of David. What are your thoughts when you read 
this? Can you think of somewhere in the Bible that Jesus was connected 
to the town of Bethlehem? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

1
From above in Greek is [anothen]. For more information about this see the Week 4, Day 4 

devotion. 



Day 2: Living Water 
Book: Dive Into Living Water by Laurie Polich 

Daily Reading: John 7:25-52 
Today’s Scripture Focus: 7:32-39 

 
The dialogue that opens this passage indicates that Jesus was beginning to 
cause a stir with some of the things he was saying. Only a few had heard 
him; he had yet to address the crowd.  
 
Though Jesus arrived midway through the Feast of the Tabernacles, he 
waited until the last day before he gave his speech. He stood and said in a 
loud voice, "Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, and let the one who 
believes in me drink" (verse 38). At first glance, you might question the 
timing of his teaching. The Jews had been eating and drinking for seven 
days. Why didn't he stand up at the beginning before they had their fill? 
 
Of course, Jesus' timing was perfect. Because it's only after we've filled 
ourselves up with everything we can that we feel that deep longing. It's a 
longing we can't really explain. It's kind of like that feeling you get after 
you open the last present at Christmas. You've looked forward to it for 
weeks. Now you're left feeling a little sad. It's not that you didn't have a 
great time. But the presents, food, and celebration didn't quite satisfy you 
the way you thought they would, and you feel a little empty. Jesus knew 
about that feeling when he stood up to teach in this passage.  
 
Some of us attempt to fill the emptiness in unhealthy ways. We take 
something or drink something to make the high last. Sooner or later the 
high ends, and we are still left feeling empty. 
 
We may try to fill the emptiness with relationships. We meet someone 
who seems to he the answer to our dreams. But the feeling doesn't last, 
so we move on. We keep going from person to person until finally we 
realize we are trying to fill something that a person just can't fill just 
like the woman at the well). So Jesus asks, "Is anyone still thirsty?" If 
we're lucky we say yes, because he knows we have a deep thirst we can't 
quench ourselves. We need living water, the Spirit of God, to quench it. 
Only one person can give this water to us. 
 
He's the same one who stood up at the Feast of Tabernacles on the 
seventh day and said "Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, and let the 
one who believes in me drink" (verses 37-38). The invitation still stands. 
week.)  



DIGGING DEEPER 
Have you ever felt a deep longing for something? If so, when?  
 
 
 
 
 
What did you do (if anything) to try to satisfy it?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
What does Jesus say happens to people who drink his living water?  
 
 
 
 
 
Have you ever experienced this? 
 
 
 
 
 
In what ways can you "draw from the well" and drink the living water 
Christ has for you? (Think about the things you've done that have made 
you feel close to God and how you can do some of those things this  



Day 3: From The Classics 
Resource: Day by Day Through the Gospel of John 

Daily Reading: John 7:25-52 
Today’s Scripture Focus: 7:37-39 

 
Here we have the first step toward the fullness of the Spirit in our 
lives, namely, faith in Jesus Christ: “who believes in Me.” But we have 
also another step in the word thirst: “if anyone is thirsty.” Our Lord 
Jesus evidently had Isaiah 44:3 in mind when He uttered these words: “For I 
will pour water on the thirsty land, and streams on the dry ground; I 
will pour out my Spirit on your offspring, and my blessing on your 
descendants.” Note carefully the words if anyone is thirsty.  
 
Were you ever really thirsty? I was among the sixty thousand troops at 
Chickamauga Park during the Spanish-American War, and where there was 
no rain for many days. The air was full of dust thirty feet high day and 
night, and we ate dust and drank dust and slept dust and dreamt dust, 
and no water was fit to drink. I know what it means to be thirsty. When 

a man really thirsts, it seems as if every 
pore in his body has just one cry: “Water! 
Water! Water!” And when a man thirsts 
spiritually, his whole being has just one 
cry: “Holy Spirit! Holy Spirit! Holy Spirit! 
O God, give me the Holy Spirit!” Then it is 
that God pours floods upon the dry 
ground and pours His Spirit upon us.  
 
Within us there must be an intense desire 
that arises out of our utter need of 

power to do effective service for God, a desire that longs for it at any 
cost. And it may cost you a good deal. It may take you out of a nice 
home here in America to China or to India or to Africa. And your intense 
desire must spring for the glory of God and not for your own glory. 
Acts 8:20–22 records the solemn case of Simon the magician who desired 
the Holy Spirit out of an unholy desire. Be careful at this point. Get 
alone with God and ask Him to show you whether you desire the Holy 
Spirit that you may glorify God as you should. 

R. A. Torrey 
 
 



R. A. TORREY (1856-1928) was both an evangelist and Bible scholar. Long associated with D. 
L. Moody, he became most prominent during world preaching tours in 1902 and 1921. His 
preaching in Wales in 1902 has been noted as one of the causes of the Welsh revivals of 
the early 1900s. He was the first superintendent of the Moody Bible Institute and the 
author of numerous devotional and theological books. 

 
In your own words, what do you think R. A. Torrey is saying: 



Day 4: Who Is This Man? 
Book: Dive Into Living Water by Laurie Polich 

Daily Reading: John 7:25-52 
Today’s Scripture Focus: 7:40-53 

 
The mixed reactions that follow Jesus' speech show he caused quite a 
controversy by the things he said. The same is true today. 
 
As a teacher, Christ would have been warmly received. His words and 
words were powerful and knowledgeable, and the Jews whether or were 
initially impressed. However, Jesus repeatedly takes a turn in his teaching 
to show he is more than just a teacher. This is what makes him so 
controversial. 
 
After the feeding of the five thousand, Jesus is very popular as a bread 
giver. Then he makes a speech about being the Bread, and the people walk 
away. In this passage, Jesus has declared himself the source of living 
water . This action is another clear step beyond teaching. Again and 
again, we hear Jesus make claims that show he is more than a teacher or 
a prophet. And he both draws and alienates people with his claims. 
 
Here we have an issue of control. If Jesus is simply a teacher, we can 
sift through his words and decide whether or not we will apply them. If 
he is Lord, his words have the authority to sift through us and show 
how we need to apply them. The bottom line is if Jesus is just a teacher, 
we get to control him; if he is Lord, he controls us. But if we listen 
closely to his words, we realize we really don’t have this choice. 
 
C.S. Lewis emphasizes this in Mere Christianity when he says, “A man who 
was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a 
great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic - on a level with a 
man who says he is a poached egg - or else he would be the Devil of 
Hell. You must make your choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of 
God; or else a madman or something worse. You can shut Him up for a 
fool, you can spit at Him and kill Him as a demon; or you can fall at His 
feet and call Him Lord and God. But let us not come with any 
patronizing nonsense about His being a great human teacher. He has not 

left that open to us. He did not intend to.”
1
 

 
Enough Said. 
 
 



DIGGING DEEPER 
What was the people’s reaction to Jesus after he gave his speech at the 
Feast (verses 40-44)? 
 
 
 
 
 
How do you think you would have reacted? 
 
 
 
 
 
How do you see evidence of Nicodemus’ growing faith in this passage? 
 
 
 
 
 
What did the Jews say to him? 
 
 
 
 
 
What would you say if someone asked you if Jesus was a great teacher? 
 
 
 
 
 
What verses would you show them to discover who Jesus really is? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1
Mere Christianity by C.S. Lewis copyright C.S. Lewis Pte. Ltd. 1942, 1943, 1944, 1952 



Prayer Requests for the Week 

____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________ 

____________________________
____________________________ 

A.C.T.S. Prayer Guide 
Adoration 
express your love for God and celebrate his amazing character 
Example: God, there is no one like you! 
 

Confession 
Admit your sins, mistakes, and flaws to God. 
Example: Lord, I'm sorry for lying to my parents today. 
 

Thanksgiving 
Let God know what you're grateful for. 
Example: Thank you, Jesus, for dying on the cross for us. 
 

Supplication 
Ask God to help you and others 
Example: Holy Spirit, please help me be more bold in my faith. 


