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THE PURPOSE OF THIS DEVOTIONAL 

The purpose is simple. We want you to read your Bible more, and grow 
closer to Jesus Christ as a result of it! These devotions are to help you 
learn how to read the Bible, and provide you with tools to actively live 
out your faith. By the end of the school year, if you use this devotion at 
least once each week, you will have read the whole book of John. 
 

Yes, we know there are 7 days in a week, and we only provided you with 4 
devotions! The purpose behind that was to not overwhelm you. If you can’t 
do 4 days, do 3. If you can’t do 3, do 2. The goal is for you to spend time 
with God! If you do just 1 devotion each week, you will have read the entire 
book of John! 
 

THE WAY TO USE IT 

First, each day is from a different author. It could be someone on staff at 
Eaton Community Church. It can be from a student, a teacher, or another 
author. There will always be at least one devotion from a Classic Writer. 
These will probably be more for the experienced readers, but we encourage 
you to not skip that week. It may be a time to get a parent or an adult to 
help you understand what’s being talked about. There will sometimes be an 
excerpt from a devotional by Laurie Polich called Dive Into Living Water. 
We will not hit every devotion, so I encourage you to get this devotional if 
you like it.  
 

Each week there will be a passage from The Book of John that we 
encourage you to read each day. Along with your weekly reading is a 
scripture that is the focus of a particular day. We encourage you to 
memorize or at least read it multiple times. 
 

For the week, we are going to give you an “activity” we believe will help 
you grow your faith, or maybe help you take the next step in your 
relationship with God. The truth is, being a follower of Christ isn’t 
something we just think about, or learn about, it’s something we DO. And 
that “DO” is on you! It’s your responsibility to make it happen! And we’re 
here to help by giving you ideas. 
 

Lastly, on the back is our Prayer Section. Prayer is vitally important in 
our growing relationship with Christ. On this page you can write prayer 
requests, as well as use the ACTS prayer guide to write out prayers or 
say them aloud.  
 

Please take some time each week to spend it with Jesus. Even if you don’t 
use this devotion, we want you to spend time with the one who made you! 



Weekly DOER Activity 
 

Find a group of people and play a board 
game this week.  
 
Why, you may ask? Because board games have the ability to create fun 
and entertainment. It is a screenless way to use our eyes to look at 
each other. And it allows us to communicate with each other! 
 
Also, try and see if you can have conversations about God. 
 
When you've done it, write about your experience below: 
 

1. What were some of the highlights of your game time? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Did you like the game? How would you say it relates to life? to 
the Bible? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. What would you change about your time together? Would you 
consider doing this again? 



Day 1: I Somehow Find You and I Collide 
Author: Pastor Josh  

Daily Reading: John 7:1-24 
Today’s Scripture Focus: 7:1-24 

 
We’ve spent a good deal of time as a youth group honing our skills at 
discovering the threads and themes that run throughout the Gospel of 
John. Try it out, in the space below, how many themes can you recall 
[hint: they’re all mentioned in John 1:1-18]? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I felt it important to spend a day reminding us of the importance of this 
exercise, and why we look for repeated words and phrases. Whether it’s 
Light & Dark, Truth, Eternal Life, Testimony or the countless other 
repeated thoughts by John, they all are present to bring home a point. 
They all work together to convey a message that John desperately 
wants us to hear. 
 
Now, it certainly would be nice for me to tell you what John is saying 
with this message… and that will happen in due time. But it’s important 
that we learn to lean on the Holy Spirit to help us better understand 
scripture. What we know is the message John has for us is about Jesus 

and all these motifs
1
 somehow point to His Character. 

 
With that said, let’s look at our DIGGING DEEPER section and see if we 
can draw any helpful understanding from the themes embedded in our 
passage today. 
 
 



DIGGING DEEPER 
What recurring themes from John’s Gospel do you find in these 24 
verses? I personally came up with five. There may be more! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What do these themes tell us about Jesus in this particular context and 
this particular conversation? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One specific theme we haven’t discussed much is making itself much more 
prevelent as we move further into John’s Gospel. Read verse 1. What 

does this verse say about why Jesus was avoiding Judea?
2
 

 
 
 
 
 
I can confidently say that we all know what happens to Jesus toward 
the end of the book in the city of Jerusalem in the Roman Province of 
Judea. Jesus will die! He will be crucified! Jesus knows he has to die, and 
he knows it will have to be in Jerusalem in Judea. Why would he be 
avoiding death then? [Hint: use the context of these verses to help… 
especially what he says to his brothers] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1
A motif is a repeated image, idea, or symbol that develops or explains the overall 

message. 
2
Jerusalem (the location of the Temple) was in Judea, along with the majority of the 

Pharisees, Sadducees, and all other governing bodies of Israel.  



Day 2: Walking on Water 
Book: Dive Into Living Water by Laurie Polich 

Daily Reading: John 7:1-24 
Today’s Scripture Focus: 7:1-13 

 
Jesus has lost the crowd that was following him, so his brothers get 
together in this passage to revive his campaign.  They have a great idea 
for Jesus to win back some of his popularity.  
 
The Feast of the Tabernacles was about to begin. It was a huge 
celebration in Jerusalem that lasted seven days. Jewish families would 
stay in tent-like shelters to symbolize how they lived in the desert 
before they entered the Promised Land. This yearly feast was a 
celebration of how God took care of them during that time.  
 
The brothers thought Jesus should go to the Feast and do some 
miracles in public so people could see how great he was. They were 
concerned about his reputation (which obviously had an effect on theirs). 
They thought this strategy would do the trick. But Jesus lets them 
know that the only agenda he's going to follow is the one set before 
him by God. And no one is going to sway him-not even his brothers.  
 
In this passage we get the first inkling that God's timing is not our 
timing. At first glance this helpful suggestion from Jesus' brothers 
seems like a good idea. But the time is not yet right. Jesus ends up going 
to the Feast but not when his brothers thought he should go. There was 
a reason for his timing, of course, but it didn't make sense until later on. 
That's often how it is with God. 
 
A man was once trying to outsmart God, so he said, "God, is it true that 
a thousand years for you is like a day?" And God said. "Yes, that's true." 
The man said, "Then does it follow that a thousand dollars for you is 
like a penny" And God said, Well, yes." So the man said. "Then can I have a 
penny" And God said, "Sure, just a Second." Jesus reveals in this passage 
that God's timing may not be our timing. But we can trust that because 
it is God's, it is always right. Even if it takes a second to see it.  
 



DIGGING DEEPER 
Do you think Jesus brothers wanted Jesus to go to the Feast out of 
concern for him or themselves? Why? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Have you ever asked God for something and had it come at a different 
time than you wanted? If so, was the timing better or worse?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In what area of your life do you need to trust God's timing?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sometimes when we look back on the way God has worked, it helps us 
trust God more with our future. What are some things you can 
remember that God has done in your life? 



Day 3: From The Classics 
Resource: Day by Day Through the Gospel of John 

Daily Reading: John 7:1-24 
Today’s Scripture Focus: 7:12-13 

 
The people differed much in their sentiments concerning Christ. The 
hatred of the rulers toward Christ, and their inquiries about whether He 
would come to the Feast of Tabernacles, caused Him to be so much 
more talked of and observed among the people. Much of the interest in 
Jerusalem regarding Christ revolved around the opposition to Him and 
the merits of His cause being the more searched into. This complaining or 
murmuring was not against Christ so much as concerning Him. Some 
complained to the rulers because they did not approve of Him or because 
they did not silence Him. Some complained that He had so great a 
following in Galilee; others, that He had so little following in 
Jerusalem.  
 
Some people said, “He is good,” which was true, but it was far short of 
being the whole truth. He was not only a good man; He was the Son of 
God. Many who have positive thoughts of Christ have yet low thoughts 
of Him and hardly honor Him, even when they speak well of Him, because 
they do not say enough. Other people said, “No, on the contrary, He 
deceives the people.” If this had been true, He would have been a very bad 
man. Although the doctrine He preached was sound and could not be 
contested, His miracles were real and could not be disproved, and His 
conversation was manifestly holy and good, yet these people took it for 
granted, notwithstanding, that there was some undiscovered deception at 
the bottom of it, reflected in the fact that the chief priests wanted Him 
dead.  
 
Meanwhile, the people were frightened into silence by their superiors 
from speaking much of Him. While anyone was at liberty to criticize Him, 
none dared to support Him. And because nothing could justly be said 
against Him, they would not allow anything to be said of Him. It was a 
crime to name Him.  
 
Such complaining and censuring concerning Christ is still very much 
among us. Christ and belief in Him have been, and will be, the subject of 
much controversy and debate (see Luke 12:51-52). Some receive the light of 
Christ and others resolve against it; some depreciate Him, others abuse  



Him. Thus many have aimed to suppress truth, under color of silencing 
disputes about it, and would have all talk of faith in Christ hushed, in 
hopes thereby to bury it in oblivion. But the liberty of open discussion is 
preferable, surely, to the silence of censure. 

MATTHEW HENRY 
 
MATTHEW HENRY (1662-1714) studied at a Nonconformist academy in London and was 
privately ordained a Presbyterian minister. His first pastorate was in Chester (1867-1712), 
followed by Hackney (1712-1714). Greatly influenced by the Puritans, he made the exposition 
of Scripture the central concern of his ministry. In 1704 he began the seven-volume 
Commentary on the Bible for which he is remembered. 

 
In your own words, what do you think Matthew Henry is saying: 



Day 4: You Can't Judge an Apple  
by Lookin' At The Tree 

Author: Pastor Josh 
Daily Reading: John 7:1-24 

Today’s Scripture Focus: 7:24 
 
Ever heard the phrase, “Don’t judge me!”? It could be in the form of an 
“old-timey saying”: Don’t judge a book by it’s cover. Or in the form of a 
meme: Don’t judge me, bro! I’m most certain at some point in your life, 
you’ve heard this phrase in some form. 
 
Can you think of a time in your life where 
you judged something or someone too 
quickly and in the end you made a wrong 
judgment? Take a few moments and recall 
that time. 
 
Jesus in verse 24 takes a different approach 
to judgment. He doesn’t say we shouldn’t 
judge, but instead he says we should make “a right judgment.” Jesus is 
now entering Jerusalem after his conversation with his brothers, and the 
last time he was there, he healed a man who couldn’t walk. There was 
one problem. He healed on the Sabbath, and commanded the man to carry 
his mat! This upset the Pharisees (religious leaders) and they began to 
bring judgment on him, to the point where John says they wanted to kill 
him! (See John 5:18) 
 
Jesus, in helping us understand truth and judgment (because they go hand 

in hand)
1
, expresses the flaw that has been built around a weekly festival 

that was dedicated to God. It became more about the rules than it 

became about the relationship. Israel’s covenant to circumcise
2
 their 

children was of utmost importance to the Jewish community, but they 
seem to have also lost the reason for this covenant. God’s end of the 
deal promised a great nation through Abraham’s descendants, and that 

they would be a blessing to all nations and all people.
3
 It wasn't a 

covenant just for them. It was covenant for all people, including those 
who were disabled and poor. Here Jesus is helping the Pharisees and Jews 
understand that if they understood The Law, if they understood the 
heart behind it, then they’d stop "judging a law by it’s cover" and make a 
right judgment. 



DIGGING DEEPER 
When would you say it’s okay for us to judge? What does the Bible say 
about judgement? 
 
 
 
 
 
Read Matthew 7:3-5. Why is it important for us to judge our own lives 
before we begin making right judgments toward others? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In your own words, write out what you think Jesus means by “a right 
judgment”: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Look at 7:18. Jesus speaks about truth in this verse. How does this verse 
relate to his statement made in verse 24? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1
Judgement requires truth in order for it to be a right judgment. God is the one who 

possesses this truth, but we must also realize that we are also given the Holy Spirit, 
who is God, and we have been given the heavy responsibility to bring about right 
judgement. Not judgement that gives us gain, or builds us up. It’s a judgment that builds 
up God’s Kingdom. 
2
Circumcision was a practice of commitment for all Israelite males. It was established in 

Genesis 17:9-14 and designed to set Israel apart from other nations. 
3
See Genesis 12:1-3, 15:5-6, 17:3-8  



Prayer Requests for the Week 

____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________ 

____________________________
____________________________ 

A.C.T.S. Prayer Guide 
Adoration 
express your love for God and celebrate his amazing character 
Example: God, there is no one like you! 
 

Confession 
Admit your sins, mistakes, and flaws to God. 
Example: Lord, I'm sorry for lying to my parents today. 
 

Thanksgiving 
Let God know what you're grateful for. 
Example: Thank you, Jesus, for dying on the cross for us. 
 

Supplication 
Ask God to help you and others 
Example: Holy Spirit, please help me be more bold in my faith. 


