
Session 2: Large Group
ADAM: THE BUILDER

OPENING:
Object Lesson: Marshmallows and Spaghetti
This will be a competition about who can build the highest tower in 10 minutes using marshmallows and
spaghetti.

Illustration: Legos and Boys
Spend time talking about what toys we played with as children. Seeing if anyone played with some sort of
building blocks: erector sets, legos, Lincoln logs. Talk about my son Judah and his affinity for building with
magnet blocks. I had a gray and blue building set called Construx growing up.

As men, there is often an innate desire to build. That’s because we were made to be builders.

MAIN PASSAGE: Genesis 1:28-29, 2:8-15
From procreation to civilizations, the call of man is to build. When God said be fruitful and multiply, as images
of God, we were to imitate the creation of man in ourselves. God gave us the ability to build families and
communities. But the building didn’t end there. When God gave us the command to rule over and subdue his
creation, it was a call to do as he did… build! To build cities, cultivate farmland (Gen 2:15), and build
civilizations! Just as God saw dirt and thought up adam, we were to see what he created and dream up
creations of our own! But the call was always to build everything, whether people or land, with The Almighty as
our foundation. When we don’t, what we see throughout scripture is we build on bloodshed, murder, and sin.

The above portions are to help give you an idea of how Pastor Josh will communicate his lesson to set up the stage for your small
group time. The goal of each time is to walk through individuals who showed glimpses of the “man” we were supposed to be.

***ATTENTION***
Please make sure to watch the video for your lesson, because it will give you commentary and context to the passages you’ll be

reading. They’ll also give you a sense of the flow of each lesson and where we’ll be going.



ADAM THE CULTIVATORS (Chad and Jacob)
We Are Builders of Land

Excerpts from The Patriarchs (Abraham & Jacob)

Personal Stories: What is something you’re extremely proud of building?
Try and think of your own stories (if you have any)... if you can’t think of your own story, you may try to tell a
story or think of a movie scene/example where this takes place.

We’re going to be looking at the Patriarchs of Israel. What is a patriarch? And who are Israel’s
patriarchs?
A patriarch is the male figure(s) that lead a tribe or a family. In the case of Israel, Abraham is the father of
nations, but specifically the father of Israel. From him, the line of God’s blessings flows: Isaac, Jacob, and then
Jacob (who they called Israel) was given twelve sons. These twelve sons would be the ones who give names
to the tribes of Israel (except Joseph whose two sons were named tribes of their own).

Say Something Like: Pastor Josh said, as men, we are called to build civilizations and cultivate the
land. Today we’re going to look at how the patriarchs took that task very seriously… but they didn’t
actually build any cities. What they did was far more important. Let’s take a look.

----------------------------------------------------

You may not be able to cover each narrative below. Based on time and on how your group looks, to do the first and the last. Skip the
middle section if you feel it necessary.

THE LAND OF ISRAEL (Genesis 12:1-9)
Read Genesis 12:1-9, have your group look at the map I’ve provided you with. This should help give them
some perspective.



What were some of the prominent places that Abram visited? How long do you think it took him to
make these travels?
Abram starts from Harran and sets out for the land of Canaan. From there he takes his time traveling through
Canaan, since this is where God sent him. In Canaan, Abram went to Shechem, Bethel, and Ai. The
assumption is this could’ve taken Abram months to a year to travel all this with the caravan of people and
animals he was taking.

Which places did he have an encounter with God? Were there any unique markers at these places?
How did he encounter The Lord?
This is actually some pretty cool stuff, but bear with me…

1. Abram encountered God at Shechem, and between Bethel and Ai.
2. The first place was marked by The Great Tree of Moreh, the second place was marked by a hill. This is

language of The Garden of Eden. When the BIble speaks of trees, it is usually in reference to the
garden. And the same for “high places” or hills/mountains. In Eden, it says that the rivers flowed from
Eden. This is an ancient description of a high place (Gen. 2:10).  It’s on these high places, where there
are usually trees, and that man encounters God.
Here’s what is important: Though these events happen most likely weeks apart from each other, the
author is very intentional about where he puts them in THE STORY. One right after the other. And
they’re both connected by an altar… which represented an encounter with God.

3. At the tree, God appears (it doesn’t say in what form, but that doesn’t matter) and says, “To your
offspring I will give this land.” On the hill, Abram calls upon the Lord. What is important about these two
instances is we see a give and take - a relationship. Abram and God are convening together!

Abram is marking out land with altars. He’s declaring these places The Lord’s and his offspring’s.
Israel would later be the ones who take over this land and call it their own. Though Abram isn’t building
cities and civilizations, what he’s doing is building a solid foundation for generations to come. What
kind of foundation is he building this land on?
Abram is building a strong foundation upon which this land will be built upon. This is why it was so important for
Israel to destroy everything when they went into the land of Canaan to claim the Promised Land. It had already
been built upon and cultivated, but God wanted them to tear it all down and build upon what he started with
Abraham. A CIVILIZATION WITH ITS FOUNDATION IN A RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD.

----------------------------------------------------

BEERSHEBA (Genesis 21:22-34) *Feel free to skip this part if necessary

*this question can also be skipped over, though it would be a good way to spark conversation if people need
“roped” back in.
Personal Stories: Talk about a time that you made peace with someone you were at odds with. How did you
do it? What did it take to make peace?

Read Genesis 21:22-34

Abimelek and Phicol notice that Abraham is pretty powerful. How do they know he’s powerful? And
what do they ask him to do?
God is with Abraham. Everything he does finds success because God is with him. So they request that
Abraham essentially not go to war with them, or swindell them. - Abraham has had his run-ins with other
leaders of nations and he’s brought harm to them through his deception (Genesis 12:10-20 & 20:1-18). The
last time this happened was with Abimelek. So Abimelek is making sure it doesn’t happen again!



Quick notes:
● If it comes up. The fact that Phicol, Abimelek’s commander is present at this meeting is an indication

this is a meeting to oppose any form of war.
● Abraham “complained” said the NIV. This is not a great interpretation. Abraham essentially calls out

Abimelek for overtaking something that belonged to him. A well was an indication that someone was
building a city there. For Abimelek to overtake that well, meant overtaking land that belonged to
Abraham. This could be grounds for war!

● Beersheba was known for being at the foothills of mountains. As modern readers we wouldn’t picture
this, but as Ancient Hebrews, they would’ve immediately thought of Beersheba and the mountain range
it was a part of. Just like how we can say West Virginia, most people in the United States think of rolling
hills and mountains (after they think of jokes). This is important in reference to the Garden of Eden.

Abraham is upset that Abimelek had taken land from him. How does Abimelek respond to this? How
does Abraham respond to Abimelek’s counter?
Abimelek essentially tells Abraham that he has no clue that it had happened! To which Abraham responds in
the most odd way… he gives him seven sheep to pay to have the land back! This land was already his,
though! What Abraham is doing is pursuing peace.

Abraham’s gesture is a sign that he wants to make peace with his neighbors. And then he names the
place Beersheba. What does Beersheba mean? What kind of foundation do you think Abraham is
building this city on?
Beersheba means “well of seven” or “well of the oath”. Ultimately this means it’s a place of peace. Seven is
Israel’s universal sign for rest, and the oath actually means “treaty” which signifies peace. The foundation
Abraham is building this city on is A FOUNDATION OF PEACE.

Abraham marks this place with a symbol. What did he mark it with? Given the last story, what is
significant about this marker?
Once again, we see Garden talk. Abraham is showing the significance of this place of peace, and his role of
carrying on the promise of God. Not only is his family to be in relationship with Yahweh (like in the Garden), but
he’s also supposed to be a people of Peace & Rest (just like the Garden).

----------------------------------------------------

BETHEL (Genesis 28:10-22)

Say something like: This story is about another patriarch, Abraham’s grandson, Jacob. Jacob was
chosen by God to carry on the Promise of Blessing - even though his brother was older and was
typically the one who was to carry the blessings and the family birthright.

Read Genesis 28:10-22

Jacob starts his journey at Beersheba. His journey halts at “a certain place”. Why do you think the
author doesn’t give this place a name?
The author is telling the story of how this place got its name. The place was originally called Luz, but Jacob
renamed it Bethel, which means house of God. Because it was here that he encountered the “gate to heaven.”
Bethel had been mentioned up to this point, so what’s up? For ancient writers, they would use the name of
familiar current places to describe what the listeners/readers would understand. Israelites understood where
Bethel was, not Luz, because that wasn’t a city in Israel.



Jacob has a dream at Bethel. What is this dream, and what does it mean?
Jacob’s dream is of a stairway to heaven. Another Garden of Eden reference… it was a place where God’s
presence could come and go as he pleased. It wasn’t so much about the place that mattered, but what God
was promising Jacob.

What is God’s promise to Jacob?
He promised him

● The land of Israel
● A Large Family/Descendants
● His family will bless the world!
● That God would be with him.

Why do you think Jacob renamed this place? And why does he name it Bethel?
Just like his grandfather, when God did something significant, that place signified God’s Presence and it was
the kind of place that a city should be built on. For Israel, cities were built upon stories and encounters with
God. Thus, Bethel, which means House of God, is given its name for the future inhabitants to remember what
the city was founded on.

What marker did Jacob use to signify this change? What kind of foundation is this city being built
upon?
The marker he uses is the stone he slept on (ouch!) and he poured oil on it. Oil was a symbol of anointing,
which represented a cleansing and setting apart for a particular purpose. Jacob was marking this place for
God’s purposes. It was almost like Jacob was making this place a kind of physical temple… a place where God
and Israel dwelled together - much like the Garden of Eden. Jacob is building this city on A FOUNDATION OF
GOD’S PRESENCE.

Finish saying something like: If it hasn’t made sense up to this point, the way we build, cultivate and
civilize is to be out of the Garden of Eden. The foundation upon which Israel was being built was
reminiscent of the place where God and his people dwelled together. Israel’s purpose was to build a
nation that brought the presence of God to the world - through which they would bless all nations.


