
Session 1: Large Group
ADAM: THE STEWARD

OPENING: Gilgamesh, Pharaoh, Nebuchadnezzar the gods among men.
Pastor Josh will speak about how in the earliest of times, men worshiped those who were products of the gods.
Men possessed by gods. Men who were demigods. Men who were divine in themselves. These were as
Genesis 6 says, “the heroes of old, men of renown.”

MAIN PASSAGE: Genesis 1:26-27
Unlike these men above, who created idols (images) of themselves for people to bow down to and worship,
God didn’t need images made out of wood and metal. He created images made of flesh. He made adam to be
his image in the world. He created adam to be his representatives (God’s presence) - living images of the One
True God. Sadly, at The Fall, adam failed to operate as the image of God. But there was a promise… a
promise that one would come and restore us back to who we were created to be.

The above portions are to help give you an idea of how Pastor Josh will communicate his lesson to set up the stage for your small
group time. The goal of each time is to walk through individuals who showed glimpses of the “man” we were supposed to be.

***ATTENTION***
Please make sure to watch the video for your lesson, because it will give you commentary and context to the passages you’ll be

reading. They’ll also give you a sense of the flow of each lesson and where we’ll be going.



ADAM THE MAJORDOMO (Kenny and Josh)
We Are Stewards of God’s Presence

Excerpts from Moses’ Story

START: A Brief History of Israel - Were invited to Egypt to live and be free. Later became slaves in Egypt.
The Israelites cried to God for salvation, and God responded by sending a man named Moses.

Person Stories: Has anyone ever been asked to do something you know you weren't qualified to do?
Try and think of your own stories (if you have any)... if you can’t think of your own story, you may try to tell a
story or think of a movie scene/example where this takes place.

We begin Moses’ story with Israel in Egypt. How did they get there??
The Israelites were in Egypt because of their Father Joseph had been sold into slavery, yet because of God’s
hand on his life rose to be a prominent steward in Egypt. After he died, though, the people of Israel were
forgotten as friends, and soon became slaves. After over four hundred years (mostly living in oppression), God
heard the cries of Israel for salvation.

After Israel cried out to God for salvation, who did God send to save them?
God sent Moses to deliver Israel from the hand of the Egyptians. And that’s where we pick up our story today.

----------------------------------------------------

You may not be able to cover each narrative below. These are there to help you sufficiently fill the time you need. Try to get a feel for
the group, the time, and guage if you should continue/skip through the narratives.

THE CALL OF MOSES (Exodus 3:1-21)
Read Exodus 3:1-21, as you are reading, have your group look for places where they see God’s presence.

What places did you see God’s Presence?
There are too many to list here. But allow your group to take their time through this process… it’s important that
when we read scripture we should always be looking for God.

In v.5, God tells Moses to take off his sandals because it is holy ground. Why was that area holy
ground?
Simply put, God’s presence was there! Where God’s presence was, required respect and honor. To take off
your shoes meant to show that honor to God.

God says he has “seen” the misery of his people, and he’s “heard” their cry. What does this tell us
about God’s Presence in Israel?
It shows us that he’s really never far away, and is always willing to hear. Though we may not always appreciate
his response, we should be glad we have a Lord who listens.

What is God essentially asking Moses to do? How big of a deal is this?
God is asking Moses to be his majordomo! He’s asking him to operate on his behalf for the rest of the family of
Israel. This is a major task for a man who grew up differently than other Hebrew people. He grew up in an
Egyptian family. He ran away for several years. And God is asking HIM to be his spokesperson! He’s even
married to a woman from a pagan religion, in which her father is a priest!

----------------------------------------------------



THE PLAGUES (Exodus 7-10)

Personal Stories: What is the craziest thing you’ve ever seen nature do?

Pairing
For this session, you’re going to divide your group into pairs (or 3s) and give each group a particular plague to
read. Below are three questions that each group should provide an answer with and can share with the rest of
the group. Some plagues are shorter than others, so you may give a group two. Gnats are only three verses
and boils are only 5.

A Few Things to Note:
● In 7:5, God’s promise is that the Egyptians will know what he’s done when he “stretches out [his] hand.”

In six of the 10 plagues, God commands Aaron to “stretch out his hand” to perform the sign for Egypt to
see God’s power. This is a direct connection to the presence of God residing in both Moses and Aaron.

● There are a few times that Pharaoh’s magicians are able to “replicate” what Moses and Aaron are
doing. Though some comment that these men did illusions, most would agree they had the power of
the supernatural on their side as well. Just not the support or the power of God.

○ More importantly here is the reality that they provided no help in any way, but rather enhanced
the problem! What would’ve been helpful to Egypt was to do magic to rid the plague. Instead,
they just added to the chaos each time. Says more to the lesser power they possessed than
God.

● A few plagues speak of “the stench” caused by the plague… typically due to death of animals. This is a
reference to the discomfort Egypt experienced from these plagues.

● Multiple times, the plagues affect Egypt, but not Israel. This gives us a unique insight into the character
of God. Though he can be shrewd at times, he can also be loving and compassionate for those whom
he loves.



● God makes it very clear throughout the plagues that he is doing this to the world who he is. He couldn’t
have been more clear than in the plague of hail. As he warned Pharaoh through Moses, “For by now I
could have stretched out my hand and struck you and your people with a plague that would have wiped
you off the earth. But I have raised you up for this very purpose, that I might show you my power and
that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.” (Exo 9:15-16)

A Few Notes Concerning the Plagues (Not all plagues are mentioned)

Plague 1 - Nile Turned to Blood (7:14-24)
“As the Nile was worshipped as a god, and as its water was the life-blood of Egypt, while fish was a most
important food, this blow was devastating.”
R. Alan Cole, Exodus: An Introduction and Commentary, vol. 2, Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries

Plague 2 - Frogs (7:25-8:15)
“Frogs in Egypt were associated both with the god Hapi, and also with the goddess Heqt, who assisted at
childbirth, and thus were a fertility symbol.”
R. Alan Cole, Exodus: An Introduction and Commentary, vol. 2, Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries

Plague 3 - Gnats (8:16-19)
“Gnats: the word occurs only here and in passages based on this context, and its exact meaning is conjectural.
‘Fleas’ or ‘sandflies’ are other suggestions: but ‘mosquitoes’ may be the best translation.”
R. Alan Cole, Exodus: An Introduction and Commentary, vol. 2, Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries

Plague 4 - Flies (8:20-32)
“Here is the first mention of ‘preferential treatment’ or special providence for Israel, in connection with the
plagues, and also a deliberate justification of such preferential treatment. The purpose is to show by this
setting-apart that the plague is no mere accident, but instead God’s judgment upon Egypt.”
R. Alan Cole, Exodus: An Introduction and Commentary, vol. 2, Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries

Plague 6 - Boils (9:8-12)
“This time, the sorcerers were completely discomfited; there is robust humour in the description of their
affliction “
R. Alan Cole, Exodus: An Introduction and Commentary, vol. 2, Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries

Plague 7 - Hail (9:13-35)
Paraphrase: Notice how God extends grace here to Egypt and it’s cattle and slaves. A question that often is
asked is, “didn't all the cattle die?” Most scholars would agree that these plagues are not a series of events that
happen over 7 days. Rather this could be a period of at least 6 months! That is plenty of time to find new cattle
if your animals have died.
R. Alan Cole, Exodus: An Introduction and Commentary, vol. 2, Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries

Plague 9 - Darkness (10:21-29)
Paraphrase: The flocks and heards demanded from Pharaoh seemed to be as compensation for what they’ve
been through. But Moses would have none of it. These choices and the results of these plagues were on
Pharaoh and his stubbornness to accept The Lord’s request.
R. Alan Cole, Exodus: An Introduction and Commentary, vol. 2, Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries

Plague 10 - Killing of the Firstborn (11:1-10; 12:29-32)
While the rest of the plagues have elements of humor and levity in them as God interacts with Pharaoh through
Moses and Aaron, this plague has no levity at all. It’s actually surrounded by a telling of history. Why certain



rituals and practices take place during the passover meal each Jewish family partakes in each year. There is
much sadness in these verses. Hard hearts often produce sad results.

Questions for Each Group:
When each group reads through their passage, have them answer the following questions.

1. What does it mean that Pharaoh’s heart was hardened?
2. What role, if any, did the magicians play in this plague?
3. How does God reveal his power and presence through Moses and Aaron?
4. What is God’s endgame here? How does this plague fit within his overall plan?

Bonus Question (If your passage uses the phrase “stretch out”): Read Exodus 7:5. How is Moses and Aaron
being the presence of God when they “stretch out”?


