
Session 1: Large Group
ADAM: THE STEWARD

OPENING: Gilgamesh, Pharaoh, Nebuchadnezzar the gods among men.
Pastor Josh will speak about how in the earliest of times, men worshiped those who were products of the gods.
Men possessed by gods. Men who were demigods. Men who were divine in themselves. These were as
Genesis 6 says, “the heroes of old, men of renown.”

MAIN PASSAGE: Genesis 1:26-27
Unlike these men above, who created idols (images) of themselves for people to bow down to and worship,
God didn’t need images made out of wood and metal. He created images made of flesh. He made adam to be
his image in the world. He created adam to be his representatives (God’s presence) - living images of the One
True God. Sadly, at The Fall, adam failed to operate as the image of God. But there was a promise… a
promise that one would come and restore us back to who we were created to be.

The above portions are to help give you an idea of how Pastor Josh will communicate his lesson to set up the stage for your small
group time. The goal of each time is to walk through individuals who showed glimpses of the “man” we were supposed to be.

***ATTENTION***
Please make sure to watch the video for your lesson, because it will give you commentary and context to the passages you’ll be

reading. They’ll also give you a sense of the flow of each lesson and where we’ll be going.



ADAM THE IMAGE BEARER (Chad and Jacob)
We Are Stewards of God’s Image

Excerpts from the book of Daniel

START: A Brief History of Israel

Person Stories: Has anyone ever been kicked out of a place and never allowed back again?
Try and think of your own stories (if you have any)... if you can’t think of your own story, you may try to tell a
story or think of a movie scene/example where this takes place.

After King Solomon died, the nation of Israel was divided into two different kingdoms. Does anyone
know what those two kingdoms were?
Israel - The Northern Kingdom
Judah - The Southern Kingdom
*For more information about this, please watch the video

The Southern Kingdom was the last to fall to the powers of a larger nation, but eventually they were
defeated by the Babylonians. In this defeat, and like most powerful nations at the time, they would take
the smartest, best looking/attractive, skillful people back with them to live in their own society. This
was called Exile. Does anyone know what exile means?
Exile is a term that defines any person or nation removed from their own country/nation and not allowed to
return. In this instance, the Babylonians took Jews from their own land to benefit the Babylonian society.
Among those exiled were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah. - Read Daniel 1:1-7 for a better context.

----------------------------------------------------

You may not be able to cover each narrative below. These are there to help you sufficiently fill the time you need. Try to get a feel for
the group, the time, and guage if you should continue/skip through the narratives.

NARRATIVE #1: Honor God, Don’t Defile Yourself (Daniel 1:8-21)
Read Daniel 1:8-21, as you are reading, have your group look for places where Daniel and his cohort bear the
image of God to a foreign people.

Imagine being defeated by another country. The God you’ve dedicated your life to has allowed this to
happen! You are forced to live among people who are crude and careless toward the God you serve
and his law. How would you feel about continuing to serve that God? Why do you think Daniel,
Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah continued to serve God?
This is an open-ended question. Allow people to speak, but then draw them back to the reality of what these
four men did. He did not see the blame to be placed on God, but possibly on Israel. As a prophet, he was
probably familiar with Jeremiah’s prophecies of destruction from Babylon (Jeremiah 33).

As men called to bear the name of God, and to not defile it, how did you see these four men bear the
image of God?

● They upheld their Jewish customs and dietary laws (v.8).
○ By doing this they immediately set themselves apart from the rest of the Babylonians (and other

nations they’d conquered).
○ We often get on Jews for their dietary laws, but if God desired to “set apart” Israel from the rest

of the world, then how they ate was a pretty blatant display of difference. Here we see God
bless this dedication.



● They seek to have the chief official compare their “appearance” with the others in the court (v.13)
○ The contrast of following God will always produce a different result from the rest of the world.
○ Bearing the image of God doesn’t always mean looking perfect, but rather looking different than

the world.
● It’s important to realize this passage of scripture is not about dietary laws nor is it about a particular kind

of fast that will cleanse you and make you feel better inside. This passage is about how Daniel and
company are being set apart by God to do powerful works outside of their land.

----------------------------------------------------

NARRATIVE #2: Daniel, The Interpreter (Daniel 2:24-49)
Personal Stories: Has there ever been a time someone expected you to do something that was
absolutely impossible?

Before you read:
You will need to set the stage for what you’ll be reading. You yourself should be familiar with Daniel 2:1-23.
Here’s a brief synopsis of what happened:

The King of Babylon has a dream. The narrator doesn’t say the dream - leaving the readers in
suspense.
The King of Babylon demands that his dream be interpreted. If the interpretation is incorrect, however,
the interpreter must die and his family must suffer. To make matters worse, King Nebuchadnezzar won’t
tell anyone the dream. The interpreter must also know what the dream is… which is impossible! How
can anyone interpret a dream they’ve not been told? To this end, the king becomes angry and decides
to kill all the “wise men” in his court because they won’t interpret his dream, more so because they
won’t do something that is IMPOSSIBLE and ultimately will kill them!

Read Daniel 2:24-49, as you are reading, have your group find places where Daniel bears the image of God.

What kind of trust in God does it take for Daniel to be willing to interpret this dream, given the
consequences if he’s wrong?
Here he bears God’s image by setting himself apart (once again) from all the other wise men of
Nebuchadnezzar’s court. His trust in Yahweh displays the power of God, the faithfulness of God, and the
power we possess when we are able to trust him in such a way.

Look at how Daniel treats the other wise men in v.24. How does this display God’s Image?
Daniel appeals to the executioner for mercy. Daniel didn’t need to keep these men alive. Let alone keep these
men who worshiped other gods, proclaimed on behalf of other gods, and led others away from Yahweh. Still,
Daniel, like God, had compassion on them and asked to extend grace to them. The wise men were spared.

Who does Daniel give credit to? How does this make him an image bearer?
Daniel says only God can reveal what this dream is and what it’s about. God is the maker of dreams, the one
who holds all mysteries. Therefore, Daniel knows the source in which this dream can be found. God uses
Daniel to reveal this mystery to the king on God’s behalf. Daniel could easily take the credit himself for the
knowledge revealed to him, yet he wants to be clear that as an image-bearer, this is not him but the Lord who
interprets dreams.

Look at verses 36-38. Who does God, through Daniel, say is to be an image-bearer? How do you feel about
this?



First part of the question: God has placed King Nebuchadnezzar as an image-bearer over Babylon, but really
most of the known world. This is difficult to read if you were a Jew! But what God has done is made a strong
point… the failure in the garden has led him to give this responsibility over to men who were not worthy of it,
nor were they equipped to understand this role. We read in the New Testament that Satan is the rule of this
world (Matthew 4:8-9), and the Jews would see King Nebuchadnezzar as the wrong “man” to be ruling.

The second part of this question is open-ended.

After Daniel’s bold interpretation (that prophesied the end of Nebuchadnezzar's reign, and ultimately
would have led to death), Nebuchadnezzar’s response was different. What was the king’s response?
And how did Daniel’s image-bearing affect it?
The king’s response was to worship Yahweh as the most powerful of the gods! The king, himself, fell prostrate
before Daniel and worshiped his God! When someone bears the image of God, they introduce all those around
them to the One who is above all things!

----------------------------------------------------

NARRATIVE #3: The Fiery Furnace (Daniel 3:16-29)

Personal Stories: Has there ever been a time that you had to stand up for something you believed in
when no one else would?

Option 1: Summarize The Fiery Furnace Story
Instead of reading this story, have someone in your group offer a summary of the story. It is important for you to
be familiar with this story in order to bring any correction needed.

Option 2: Read Daniel 3:16-29
You’ll need to set the stage for this. Right after King Nebuchadnezzar bows down and worships Yahweh, and
has a dream about a HUGE statue, what does he do? He creates a statue of his own! And it’s MASSIVE!
These are the images that mankind worshiped, and that is what he expected all in Babylon to do. When the
trumpet sounded, they were to bow down and worship this statue. Those who didn’t bow down were cast into
the fiery furnace.

As image-bearers, though, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego (Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah) knew they
weren’t to bow down to any grave image. Thus, the king, outraged, brought them before him to question them.
He offers to give them one more chance. And that’s where we pick up the story.

In verses 16-18, how does the response of these three men show their image-bearing?
Like Daniel before, they had no fear of what was coming because they trusted the Lord. They knew the Lord
would rescue them, and he did! Also, the fact they wouldn’t bow down to an idol showed their understanding of
who they were as images of God.

After the men were thrown into the fire, what is the king's response in verses 24-25? Why is he so
excited?
The king was amazed that these men were walking in the fire. He was also blown away because they were
unbound, and there was a fourth person in there. Notice, he said the fourth man looks like “a son of the gods.”



Some reference this as the “pre-incarnate Christ”... you may even get some in there to speak about that. What
that means is this is an example of Jesus before he was born… a glimpse into the bodily form of God as Jesus
before Jesus was the Messiah on earth.

Though there is credence to this perspective, that was not the author’s original intent. The obvious intent is for
Nebuchadnezzar to see God in this event. He does see God as a “fourth man” in the furnace. His eyes were
opened to the Lord and he began to praise Him.

How would you say Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were image-bearers?
● They pointed to who the true king was when they opposed the wishes of King Nebuchadnezzar.
● They were willing to die for the truth.
● They trusted God beyond their own abilities.
● To not bow down in the midst of cultural and political pressure was quite astonishing!


