
Session 3: The OT Not-So-Faithful (Small Groups) 
God never promises to use only “good” people to accomplish his purposes. We see that quickly in 
Genesis 4, after Cain murders his brother, God offers protection over him. For God, he sees the world 
differently than us, and he sees how to accomplish his eternal goals apart from any human hand. The 
reality is, God will always do what he chooses, the question is… will we choose to join him in 
accomplishing those purposes with righteousness? 
 
Each of these men in this session are deeply flawed men. A few of them do a few good things, but the 
majority of them are terrible because they are selfish, jealous, self-absorbed, hateful… and the list goes 
on. Regardless of their actions, though, God uses them!  
 
This goes to show, again, that God will accomplish his purposes no matter what. His will isn’t dependent 
upon our effectiveness. God will ALWAYS be effective. Rather, God’s desire is to accomplish his purposes 
with us. These men chose NOT to do it with God. 
 
 

Saul (Chad, Jacob)  
Passage to Prepare for: 1 Samuel 8-19 
 
You may want to check out the Bible Project video on 1 Samuel to get a better understanding of how 
Saul fits into the over-arching theme of the book of 1 Samuel. 
 
A King for Israel 
Israel saw the flaws in the judges. Samuel was the last of the judges (and pretty good one, mind you), 
and yet they wanted one person’s family to rule over them forever.  
 
God warned them this would be a bad idea. Samuel relayed that warning to Israel, yet they didn’t listen. 
They wanted a king… and so God gave them a king. What is interesting here, though, is that Samuel feels 
rejected as their leader, but God says, “it is not you they have rejected, but they have rejected me as 
their king.” 
 
Up to this point, the way Israel was established was as a nation that didn’t have a ruler, because God 
was their ruler. He would place people in positions (prophets and judges) to carry out his bidding, but 
this is not what the people wanted. Nor did that practice actually work well because of the depravity of 
man! 
 
A Good-looking Man 
Saul was tall, handsome, and an all-american (I mean an all-Israeli)! If you wanted a king, Saul fit the 
mold. He was humble, obedient, and wiling to seek the Lord. The perfect picture of a king… that is until 
he actually became king.  
 
When David was being anointed king to replace Saul, look at what God says of him: “The Lord does not 
look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart 
(16:7).” God uses these two men and holds them up against each other. The world says a king looks like 
Saul, but God says a king looks like David. The end results show which one was true. 
 



Though he had the looks of a king, he lacked the heart. There are some major red-flags we see in the 
beginning. A lack of confidence. When they’re presenting him as king, he hides among the baggage! 
These insecurities will eventually get the best of him. 
 
The Mostly Good 
Not everything with Saul was bad. Things actually start off well for him as king over Israel. He defeats an 
enemy, and people accept him as king. His son Jonathan is a great fighter, and does some pretty cool 
stuff. Israel takes on the Philistines, and fight well against them.  
 
Most is good that is, until Samuel leaves. Since Israel wanted a king, they no longer have a use for 
Samuel, a judge. So, Samuel bows out and is no longer available to give wisdom and advice to King Saul. 
Once he bows out, immediately people see the timidity and insecurity of Saul. He’s afraid to attack the 
Philistines and waits too long and ultimately scares his men.  
 
This becomes a common thread for Saul. He doesn’t inspire his men in battle. They often find 
themselves scared and petrified of the enemy they were facing. Typically, though, followers reflect 
leaders. In this instance, the followers were responding as their leader, Saul responded. With fear and 
trembling at his enemies instead of God! 
 
Jealousy 
When David is chosen as the next king of Israel, Saul becomes extremely jealous of him. Samuel told 
Saul (13:14) that another one had been chosen to replace him, and when he realized it was David he 
couldn’t handle it. When people praised David for slaying the giant, Saul raged with anger.  
 
As you look at this man, you see the depth of his insecurities playing out in his interactions with David. 
For someone who already doesn’t have confidence, imagine what happens when someone with 
confidence (in the Lord) comes along…  
 
1Sa 18:8-12 NIV - 8 Saul was very angry; this refrain displeased him greatly. "They have credited David 
with tens of thousands," he thought, "but me with only thousands. What more can he get but the 
kingdom?" 9 And from that time on Saul kept a close eye on David. 10 The next day an evil spirit from 
God came forcefully on Saul. He was prophesying in his house, while David was playing the lyre, as he 
usually did. Saul had a spear in his hand 11 and he hurled it, saying to himself, "I'll pin David to the wall." 
But David eluded him twice. 12 Saul was afraid of David, because the LORD was with David but had 
departed from Saul. 
 
Some Weird Stuff 
There are some weird events that happen in the life of Saul. One of them occurs in the passage above. 
“An evil spirit from God…” First of all, how can an evil come from God? Second of all, does God put 
demons in people? 
 
To answer this, I turn to someone much smarter than me: 

The Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul, as he had done from Samson (Judg. 16:20), 
and with equally tragic consequences, for Saul became troubled by an evil spirit from 
the Lord. Though ‘evil’ should be read in the sense of ‘injurious’ here (so NIV mg.), the 
statement remains problematic to the modern reader, who finds it incompatible with 
the goodness of God. The writer of the book of Job made the point, ‘Shall we accept 
good from God, and not trouble?’ (Job. 2:10, NIV), while at the same time indicating in 



the remainder of his book how costly such acceptance can become. On a national level, 
invasion and defeat by a ruthless enemy had also to be accepted from the Lord, whose 
sovereign direction of history involved the discipline of his people: ‘I am the Lord, and 
there is no other. I form light and create darkness, I bring prosperity and create disaster; 
I, the Lord, do all these things’ (Isa. 45:6–7, NIV). As a philosophical problem, the origin 
of suffering continues to be baffling, but the people of God are encouraged in Scripture 
to take adversity of all kinds direct from the Lord’s hand (cf. John 9:3; 11:4; 2 Cor. 12:7–
10), and through such acceptance God is glorified. 
 
Joyce G. Baldwin, 1 and 2 Samuel: An Introduction and Commentary, vol. 8, Tyndale Old 
Testament Commentaries (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1988), 131. 

 
The second weird even that I’d like to address isn’t from your reading, but is worth noting. When Saul is 
in pursuit of David, he inquires of a witch to reach out to the spirit of the deceased Samuel (1 Samuel 
28). Essentially, Saul has a seance, to speak to the dead! If that isn’t weird enough, then SAMUEL 
RESPONDS! This is a FREAKY story.  
 
What’s important to realize here is that there is a spiritual realm beyond our understanding, and it is 
both dangerous and good. Evil is there, as well as holiness. We are not privy to this world, but we are 
given glimpses of it when God allows it to be revealed. In the same way, there are those who exploit evil 
and use it to their advantage. In this instance, we see Saul doing this for his own gain.  
 
The End (1 Samuel 31) 
Saul died the way Samuel had prophesied (both in life and death). By the hands of the Philistines, the 
kingdom would be stripped out of his hands. Saul died a deeply flawed man. He died hating David. He 
died scared of defeat next to a servant who was scared to assist him.  
 
In the end, Saul’s character was defined by his insecurities and jealousy. They led him to pursue David 
and try to murder him. They led to consulting mediums, and spirits indwelling him. But most 
importantly, they led to the Spirit of God leaving him.  
 


