
Session 3: The OT Not-So-Faithful (Small Groups) 
God never promises to use only “good” people to accomplish his purposes. We see that quickly in 
Genesis 4, after Cain murders his brother, God offers protection over him. For God, he sees the world 
differently than us, and he sees how to accomplish his eternal goals apart from any human hand. The 
reality is, God will always do what he chooses, the question is… will we choose to join him in 
accomplishing those purposes with righteousness? 
 
Each of these men in this session are deeply flawed men. A few of them do a few good things, but the 
majority of them are terrible because they are selfish, jealous, self-absorbed, hateful… and the list goes 
on. Regardless of their actions, though, God uses them!  
 
This goes to show, again, that God will accomplish his purposes no matter what. His will isn’t dependent 
upon our effectiveness. God will ALWAYS be effective. Rather, God’s desire is to accomplish his purposes 
with us. These men chose NOT to do it with God. 
 
 

Samson (Kenny, Caleb)  
Passage to Prepare for: Judges 13-16 
 
Check out the Bible Project video on Judges to get a better idea of what is happening within Samson’s 
life. 
 
Commentary & Highlights: 
A Bad Role Model 
Let’s get this out of the way… Samson is every little Christian boy’s role model. He’s muscular, he’s 
powerful and all of that might is given to him by God, himself! And rightly so! For as long as I can 
remember, Samson has been presented to children as the kind of “man” we should be. I’m not surprised 
in any way that young boys view him as the pinnacle of manliness. 
 
But I’ll say no more, because for all intents and purposes, Samson IS THE WORST! I hope as you’ve read 
these chapters, that you’ve seen that come to light. In the chapters dedicated to this Judge of Israel, he 
is nothing but selfish, arrogant, menacing and vicious. He cares nothing for anyone beyond himself, let 
alone the very God who chose Him to rescue the Israelites from the Philistines.  
 
Judges 
The book of Judges is not a book of hope… mostly. There are shimmers of hope, but if you read it front 
to back, you’ll see a progression of how Israel’s unfaithfulness to allow God to be their focus of worship 
leads them farther and farther away from righteousness. This is most telling in how each Judge is given a 
role and how they carry out that role. 
 
A judge in the book of Judges is one who is sent to “judge” those who were enslaving, tormenting, or 
corrupting Israel. Essentially, these judges were rescuers. Their God-given responsibility was to rescue 
Israel from the hands of a nation that was defeating them.  
 
As you read through the book of Judges, though, you’ll see each judge carry out God’s Will (to rescue 
Israel), but each judge does it with less righteousness each time. Essentially, God will fulfill his purpose 



and will through whom he chooses, but in the end, God’s desire is for those whom he chooses to walk 
alongside him… not do it their own way. 
 
A Nazarite Vow 
In Numbers 6:1-21, we are given a detailed description of a Nazarene, one who takes a Nazarite Vow. 
The rules of the vow were open to both men and women, and often were limited to a certain time. 
Though for many, the structure of this vow changed, there were three main rules each Nazarene had to 
follow:  

1. No Alcohol 
2. Do not touch (or go near) anything that is deceased, even your own family graves 
3. No cutting hair 

Some notable Nazarenes in the Bible: Samson’s parents. Samuel (1 Samuel 1:11). John the Baptist (Luke 
1:15). Paul even had a stint taking a vow (Acts 18:18) 
 
What is unique about Samson, however, is his strength was dependent upon his ability to maintain and 
follow this vow. As long as he was following this vow, God blessed him with what he needed to be a 
judge of Israel. 
 
The Philistines 
Israel had done evil in the sight of the Lord, so they were given to the hand of the Philistines. God’s way 
of handling most nations was through battle. But because of Samson’s arrogance and selfishness, God 
uses those flaws to destroy the Philistines.  
 
For Samson, everything is personal. The only way he was going to fight the Philistines was if they 
wronged him in some way. He didn’t do it for Israel, he did it for himself. Even to the very end…  
 
The End 
Samson’s power was removed because Delilah exploited his lust and caused him to reveal the secret of 
his power: his hair? (see below) Either way, when the Spirit of the Lord left him, the Philistines captured 
him and began to praise and worship their god, Dagon. Listen to their statements: “Our god has 
delivered Samson, our enemy, into our hands.” This is the song they sang: 
 
“Our god has delivered our enemy into our hands, 
The one who laid waste our land and multiplied our slain.” 
 
Because of Samson’s arrogance, this is what it led to… a god being worshiped above Yahweh! And one 
would think a man of God would be upset at how they were mistreating the name of the Lord. One 
would think there would be anger and vengeance burning to destroy those who defile the name of God 
and his people. Oh, but not Samson! Please take note of WHY Samson wants the destroy the Philistines: 
 
“O Sovereign Lord, remember me. O God, please strengthen me just once more, and let me with one 
blow get revenge on the Philistines for my two eyes.” 
 
SAMSON IS THE WORST! He dies getting revenge for himself! He dies an arrogant man-child, who 
doesn’t know how to live for anyone but himself.  
 
However, it is important to note that in the end, he truly did see where his strength came from. 
Therefore he called upon Him to revive his strength.  



 
The Hair 
A question to contemplate… was Samson’s hair really where he got his power from? I challenge you to 
read through and find what the true source of his strength came from… Here’s some verses to see: 
 
14:6 
14:19 
15:14 
15:18-19 
16:20 
16:28-30 
 


