
SERIES 3 OVERVIEW (Chapters: 9-11)

Main Thrust: God still holds a pretty special place for his Chosen People, Israel. These three chapters explain
to the resident Gentiles in Rome how important the Jews are in God’s plan. For the Gentiles who are at odds
with the Jews, it’s important they see the significance of their role in God’s redemption both past, present, and
future. The goal here is that we help our students see the significance of ALL people in God’s redemptive plan.
Furthermore, we cannot count anyone out who may be different from us or we are at odds with, nor should we
ever have an assumption that because we are from a certain family, or done certain acts that we have received
salvation. Salvation comes from the Lord alone, and is received by faith in his work on the cross.

FEBRUARY 6
Lesson 1: God’s Justice and Mercy (Romans 9:6-24)
Overview: There is a major question that needs to be asked concerning God and his relationship with the
Jews. Why them? They have failed over and over again. They’ve abandoned God, they’ve rejected Jesus, and
yet God still has a special place in his heart for them. Why?

Well, the answer to that question lies in God’s Justice and Mercy. It is up to God who receives salvation. It is up
to God whom he chooses to suffer for his sake. It is up to God who receives glory, who receives mercy, who
receives wrath, who receives pain… you get the idea. And we are welcome to ask why, but it’s not our place to
judge God for his actions. To do so shows how limited our view of eternity, but also shows how great we think
of ourselves in relation to God.

FEBRUARY 13
Lesson 2: Salvation Through Faith, not By Works (Romans 9:30-10:21)
Whether you’re Jew or Gentiles, salvation doesn’t change. You cannot be saved by doing good deeds. You
cannot be saved by a title (such as Isrealite). Rather, you are saved by confession (with your mouth) and belief
(in your heart). It’s a total surrender to God. Inward, outward, and holistically… we are giving ourselves to God.

FEBRUARY 20
Lesson 3: God’s Plan for Israel (Romans 11:7-32)
Overview: In God’s Justice and Mercy, we find his redemptive plan at work. And he has not abandoned Israel!
Rather, he has a remnant. Not all have received Jesus, but that has always been the case with Israel. The
Jews, however, are still an integral part of the redemptive plan. Sometimes that means success for Israel.
Sometimes that means suffering. And let’s not forget Israel’s role in their pursuit of God. If they’re Israelites and
they believe in the saving work of Jesus Christ, they are a part of that remnant.

Paul is clear, it is by belief in Jesus Christ and a confession of that belief that we are saved. It IS NOT by a
lineage. It is not by possessing Abraham’s blood, or circumcision, or the law. To be his people, means God will
use you to bring about his redemptive plan… even if you don’t receive that redemption! And that is a most
difficult quality we must grapple with in our relationship with God.


