
PAUL’S LETTER TO THE ROMANS OVERVIEW

This document is to help you understand the context and literary styles of the letter Paul wrote to the church in
Rome. When we can grasp this information, then we will be able to better understand why Paul speaks the

way he does and to whom he addresses his comments.

CONTEXT (Date, Place of Writing)
There is very little question as to where and when Paul wrote this letter. Chapter 16 gives us a very nice
glimpse into Paul’s life. We see who he’s staying with, who he’s addressing, which gives us a greater
understanding of where Paul is. When you place that in connection to the book of Acts, most scholars agree
that we can fairly accurately know when Paul wrote this.

In Chapter 16:23, we see that Paul’s host during the writing of this letter is Gaius. Gaius is stationed in Corinth,
therefore we know this is taking place during one of Paul’s missionary journeys in which he stayed with
Corinth. To that end, as we see in Romans 15:25 most would agree that it was during his third missionary
journey just before he is traveling back to Jerusalem (awaiting for the Spirit to lead him to go again for a
journey toward Spain).

Thus, this letter was written anywhere between 54-50 A.D., but most would pinpoint the writing to 57 A.D.
because it is just before Paul leaves for Jerusalem.

AUDIENCE
One would think this is pretty obvious given the title of this book is Romans. So yes, Paul is writing to the
church in Rome. But it’s also important to note what is happening in Rome in order to better understand the
specific audiences he’s writing to.

During the letter, one can see that Paul is addressing two specific audiences: Jews and Gentiles. There was
division within the Roman church between these two groups of people. For more information on that, please
check out The Bible Project’s First Video on The Book of Romans. As you read Romans, try and see who Paul
is speaking to. It helps open up what is being spoken when we understand who it’s being spoken to.

There were more Gentile Christians than Jewish Christians, and it can be seen, specifically in Chapters 9-11,
that there was a potential for the Gentile Christians to not have much consideration for their fellow Jewish
Christians.



It’s quite fitting for Paul to be writing this letter because he is Jewish through and through. A Pharisee, from the
tribe of Benjamin, yet his call from God was to be a minister of the Gospel to the Gentiles. His heart was for
both groups to know Salvation through Jesus Christ.

PURPOSE
Paul has a very distinct goal in writing this letter. In Chapter 15:23-33, Paul shares his goal for the Romans.
Paul’s desire is to travel to Spain to share the gospel (Romans 1:16). On his way, he plans to stay in Rome.
His hope is that they’re prepped and ready for his arrival, because he hopes they will “assist” him on his
journey.

If the church in Rome is going to be a support (prayer, lodging, financially) on Paul’s trip, then they need to be
a unified church. They need to be a church who sees the need for salvation, and the importance of sharing the
gospel. Therefore, Paul writes this letter in order to help the church see the importance of unity, salvation in
Jesus Christ, and sharing the gospel so that when he arrives, they’re prepped and ready to supply him (and his
team) with all they need to complete their journey to Spain.

Another element of Paul’s reasoning for writing this letter has to do with how people viewed Paul. As a devoted
Jew, and a “lead person” in sharing the gospel with Gentiles, many had differing (and wrong) views of what
Paul was doing. Jews believed and spread rumors that he was abandoning too much of the old traditions.
While the Gentiles saw Paul as one who was “too Jewish” (Romans 3:8). But if we read Paul’s well-thought,
organized, and beautiful description of salvation throughout the letter, we see Paul has not made the gospel
“easy”, rather he’s made salvation available to all (Jew and Gentile) and there is in no way easy to attain it…
admitting sin and depravity are never easy to do, furthermore calling both Jew and Gentile to unify under
Christ.
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