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A NOTE FROM P. JOSH:

I can't begin to thank you enough for making time to join us this weekend. We
believe God is going to do something great this weekend! We believe he will help
both ourselves and the students see what life before Christ was like, and how a new
life in him is incomparable! 

Preparation Prayer
Please join with me as we pray for our students to know what it means to follow
Christ. To begin preparing their hearts to give them to Jesus, and let him be the one
who controls them. Pray with me that the youth will not lean on sin and self to
accomplish life, but let Christ reign in each of them.

May God receive the glory in your preparation and may he be your hope as you wait
for this weekend to happen.

Videos
I've created a series of videos to prepare for this weekend. There is an overview
video and a video for each session. They help bring a little more clarity to what we're
doing. They're all between 5-8 minutes.

You can find these videos on the link I sent in the email for this retreat.



weekend overview

schedule
This schedule isn't final… there may be changes made, but the
departure times will remain the same.

FRIDAY
4:00pm – Leave from ECC
6:00pm – Unpack/Expectations/Eat
8pm – A NEW WAY TO BE HUMAN SESSION 1
9:30pm – Free Time
11pm – In Rooms
11:30pm – Lights Out

SATURDAY
8:30am – Breakfast
9:30am – Devo Time 
10am – A NEW WAY TO BE HUMAN SESSION 2
12:00pm – Lunch
1:00pm – Sunday Service Planning Time
1:45pm - Free Time
6:15pm – Dinner
7:00pm – A NEW WAY TO BE HUMAN SESSION 3
9:00pm - Free Time
11pm – In Lofts
11:15pm – Lights Out

SUNDAY
8:30am – Breakfast 
9:30am – Devo Time
10am – SUNDAY SERVICES
12pm – Lunch
1pm - Cleanup/Pack
2:30pm – Leave for Home
4pm – Arrive at ECC

session layout
Each session will involve three basic elements: Activities, Teaching,
and Small Groups.

Activities
These activities will be used to help students have a
practical way of understanding the truths of
scripture we’re learning.

Teaching
These will be moments where Pastor Josh will use
illustrations, objects and lecture and help bring
clarity to Romans.

Small Groups
This will consist of a small group of mixed ages.
These groups will be given questions to help bring
further clarity to scripture and also be given tasks
along the way to accomplish. 

GOAL FOR THE WEEKEND
We want students to identify the
difference between who they
were before Christ versus who
they are after Christ has changed
their hearts. Once we help them
realize this, we want to help them
learn to LIVE as the new human
that honors Christ in all they do.

THEME: A NEW WAY TO BE HUMAN (Romans 5&6)
 

I often like to look at before and after pictures of renovations in a home. It’s amazing to see how
someone can see something that is old and outdated and bring to life a vision that is modern and
relevant. That is what happens to the Christian upon meeting Jesus Christ. What is old is now made new.
We are now new people! Who we were before is much different than the after. What we once were is no
longer who we are now. And through the work of Jesus Christ, we are now able to see what it really
means to be human.



romans context
2020-2021

For the school year, ECC Student ministry is going through Paul's letter to the Romans. We've chosen to break it up
into four different series, with an emphasis of our Fall Retreat on two chapters. Below is the context to the entire
book of Romans. You'll see the date, place of writing, authorship and more. This information is to help you get a
better understanding of what you're reading and some background to understand Paul's reasoning behind what
he says. If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to ask.

date and place of writing
There is very little question as to where and
when Paul wrote this letter. Chapter 16 gives us
a very nice glimpse into Paul’s life. We see who
he’s staying with, who he’s addressing, which
gives us a greater understanding of where Paul
is. When you place that in connection to the
book of Acts, most scholars agree that we can
fairly accurately know when Paul wrote this. 

In Chapter 16:23, we see that Paul’s host during
the writing of this letter is Gaius. Gaius is
stationed in Corinth, therefore we know this is
taking place during one of Paul’s missionary
journeys in which he stayed with Corinth. To that
end, as we see in Romans 15:25 most would
agree that it was during his third missionary
journey just before he is traveling back to
Jerusalem (awaiting for the Spirit to lead him to
go again for a journey toward Spain). 

Thus, this letter was written anywhere between
54-50 A.D., but most would pinpoint the writing
to 57 A.D. because it is just before Paul leaves
for Jerusalem.

audience
One would think this is pretty obvious given the title
of this book is Romans. So yes, Paul is writing to the
church in Rome. But it’s also important to note what
is happening in Rome in order to better understand
the specific audiences he’s writing to. 

During the letter, one can see that Paul is addressing
two specific audiences: Jews and Gentiles. There was
division within the Roman church between these two
groups of people. For more information on that,
please check out The Bible Project’s First Video on
The Book of Romans. As you read Romans, try and
see who Paul is speaking to. It helps open up what is
being spoken when we understand who it’s being
spoken to.

There were more Gentile Christians than Jewish
Christians, and it can be seen, specifically in Chapters
9-11, that there was a potential for the Gentile
Christians to not have much consideration for their
fellow Jewish Christians.

It’s quite fitting for Paul to be writing this letter
because he is Jewish through and through. A
Pharisee, from the tribe of Benjamin, yet his call from
God was to be a minister of the Gospel to the
Gentiles. His heart was for both groups to know
Salvation through Jesus Christ.



purpose
Paul has a very distinct goal in writing this letter. In Chapter 15:23-33, Paul shares his goal for the Romans. Paul’s desire is to
travel to Spain to share the gospel (Romans 1:16). On his way, he plans to stay in Rome. His hope is that they’re prepped and
ready for his arrival, because he hopes they will “assist” him on his journey. 

If the church in Rome is going to be a support (prayer, lodging, financially) on Paul’s trip, then they need to be a unified church.
They need to be a church who sees the need for salvation, and the importance of sharing the gospel. Therefore, Paul writes
this letter in order to help the church see the importance of unity, salvation in Jesus Christ, and sharing the gospel so that
when he arrives, they’re prepped and ready to supply him (and his team) with all they need to complete their journey to Spain.

Another element of Paul’s reasoning for writing this letter has to do with how people viewed Paul. As a devoted Jew, and a
“lead person” in sharing the gospel with Gentiles, many had differing (and wrong) views of what Paul was doing. Jews believed
and spread rumors that he was abandoning too much of the old traditions. While the Gentiles saw Paul as one who was “too
Jewish” (Romans 3:8). But if we read Paul’s well-thought, organized, and beautiful description of salvation throughout the letter,
we see Paul has not made the gospel “easy”, rather he’s made salvation available to all (Jew and Gentile) and there is in no way
easy to attain it… admitting sin and depravity are never easy to do, furthermore calling both Jew and Gentile to unify under
Christ.

before chapter 5
Paul spends the first four chapters of Romans building the case that all
people (specifically Jews and Gentiles) are ruled by sin. He also uses
that build up to point out that through Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross all
who believe are able to remove the rule of sin and choose to be ruled
by Jesus Christ. In doing this, we are now made justified by our sins.
Our sins are wiped away and the wrath of God that was directed
toward humanity has been turned upon Jesus in order for us to be
made righteous.

Up to this point, [Paul’s] focus has
been on the power of the gospel to
put people who are locked up in sin
and under sentence of God's wrath
into a right relationship with God.
Through the preaching of the good
news, God invites all people-Jew and
Gentile alike-to believe in Christ and
enter into this new relationship.

- The NIV Application Commentary: Romans by
Douglas J. Moo

theology definitions
Justification - Being made right (sins
removed) with Christ through the saving
work of Jesus Christ on the cross. Through
faith in Jesus, we are all made righteous in
the eyes of God.

Sanctification - The process of The Holy
Spirit making the believer holy and set
apart from the world. Where Justification
removes our sin, Sanctification gives us
power (through the Holy Spirit) to subdue
sin.

Justification and Sanctification are very closely
related. Sanctification is impossible without
justification, yet justification is pointless
without God’s powerful work within
sanctification.

The New Humanity - The Bible
speaks clearly to a new life through
Jesus, but this is more than a
metaphorical and spiritual change.
There is also a belief the Christian will
be given a new body upon
resurrection.

The Second Man - A title given to
Jesus because Adam was the first man.
The first man brought sin into the
world. The Second Man brought
righteousness and salvation.

The Resurrection of the Believer - Just
as Jesus was raised from the dead, so will
Christians be raised from the dead.

Already, But Not Yet - We as living
Christians find ourselves walking a tight
balance between that which has happened
and that which has yet to come as a result
of the cross. While we still possess sin, we
believe that all sin has been forgiven
through Jesus Christ. While we have a life
here on this earth, we know there is a life
yet to come with Jesus. While we live in the
kingdom of God, we wait for his kingdom to
come! This is the life of a Christian. We are
living in an already, but not yet kingdom of
God.
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