
INTRODUCTION 
The men we’re going to read about this weekend are fairly popular in the world of religion. They’re 
known in Christianity, but also Judaism and even Islam. When we read about these men, we do an 
injustice to the original authors and the Holy Spirit to simply gloss over them. Much of what is written 
about them is for us to hold them up and causes us to see ourselves in them. How are we flawed like 
these men? How are we obedient like them? What can we learn from them and their choices? 
 
Proverbs 12:15 
The way of fools seems right to them, 
    but the wise listen to advice. 
 
This is one of several verses in Proverbs about the importance of learning from those who’ve gone 
before us. Our society prides itself on “making our own way” and “expressing ourselves”. We glorify the 
opinion and shame the thoughts of the opposed. One aspect of these men that we must realize is that 
their stories are to help us learn from them. We are to mimic their faithfulness and obedience, and learn 
from their sin.  
 
It’s important to realize there are very few (if any) extraordinary people in the Bible. Most of them are 
quite underwhelming and average. What makes these people memorable and worth writing about is 
their obedience to the Lord. For in their obedience, and even for some their disobedience, it is God who 
makes these people accomplish extraordinary tasks. 
 
With this realization, the goal of this weekend is to help our young men (and ourselves) see how the 
story of the Bible intertwines the Creator with his created. There are some basic truths we will discover 
this weekend: 
 

1. God’s plan for redemption cannot be swayed by humanity and its choices. 
2. We have the choice to be obedient or not. 
3. God’s call for humanity isn’t to determine the future, but to be faithful and join our futures with 

his. 
 
Each session we’ll ask specific questions about the character and try to discover information about them 
that will help us determine the truths stated above. 
 

1. How did this man reflect (or not reflect) the image of God? 
2. How did this many obey (or not obey) the Lord? 
3. How did this man believe (or not believe) in God’s Promise? 
4. How is this man flawed? 

 
Each session we’re also going to try and accomplish certain goals. They are as follows: 
 

1. What does this character’s life help us understand about who God is? 
2. What does this character’s life help us understand about ourselves? 

 

  



Session 2: The OT Faithful (Small Groups) 
We’re looking at the men who made a Covenant with God. Essentially, these three men carried the 
promise of Jesus Christ in each major period of Israelite History. They were each deeply flawed men, but 
were faithful to the call of the Lord. God isn’t looking for perfection, he’s looking for faithfulness.  
 
These are the questions we’ll be asking about these men: 

1. How did this man reflect the image of God? 
2. How did this man obey God? 
3. How did this man believe in God’s Promise? 
4. How did this man misrepresent God? 

 
Some general thoughts for each character: 

• Each of these men play a significant role in the story of God. 

• They each are called by God 

• They each receive a covenant with God 

• They each fall short of that covenant 

• Their faithfulness, however, God rewards in the long-run. 
 

MOSES (Kenny, Caleb)  
To begin prep read the following chapters: Exodus 2-4; 6-7; 11-19; Numbers 10-20; Deuteronomy 32-34 
 
The character of Moses is deeply intwined with the people of Israel. Not only is Moses a prophet for the 
Lord (speaks on behalf of God to Israel), but he also plays the role of a liaison, from Israel to God. The 
latter role he never wanted to play nor was he asked to, because typically Israel was complaining to 
God. 
 
Commentary & Highlights: 
These are some of my thoughts on Moses and the highlights to help you better understand what you’re 
reading. The goal for this session is to read about Moses, and then answer the questions above. Pastor 
Josh will be providing a video for you in the coming days that will help you better understand and walk 
through these questions with your small group. Finally, there are two application questions that we’ll 
add to discuss after we’ve exhausted the previous four questions. 
 
The Call (Exodus 3) 
The call of Moses is pretty well-known within the Christian world. Moses was very resistant to God’s 
desires for him. So resistant that he made multiple excuses in order to avoid God’s call for his life. Notice 
God’s pursuit of Moses, though. And it’s not a pursuit of force, but one of intimacy.  
 
Within this exchange God reveals himself to Moses, tells him to take his sandals off because he’s on holy 
ground. This is temple language, specifically the inner sanctuary of the temple (holy of holies – God’s 
dwelling). Mt. Horeb (also known as Mt. Sinai) is the mountain where Moses meets with God more than 
once. 
 
God’s intimacy with Moses is shown in how God reveals his name to Moses. Yahweh (YHWH) which is 
the name Moses should use to convince Israel that God sent him.  
 



In this encounter, God’s intimacy is revealed in his conversation with Moses. You see Moses resisting, 
but God pursuing. You see Moses give excuses, and God give answers… until 4:14, where God gets a 
little frustrated with Moses (“the Lord’s anger burned”). One typically does not get angry at those he or 
she doesn’t love. Our anger burns at those who we are invested in, and we see this happening with 
Moses and The Lord. 
 
Lastly, God says something quite interesting about Moses in relationship to Aaron. God gives Moses the 
status he gave humanity in the garden… to act on behalf of him. In 4:16, God says that Moses is to 
essentially be God to Aaron. That’s a hefty responsibility, but also a task that is given to very few. It’s 
almost as if we see God looking to restore humanity through Moses. 
 
The Test: Passed 
After the plagues, and Israel is set free, Moses leads God’s people into the desert. It is here that we see 
mass amounts of miracles, coupled with multiple bouts of complaining from the people of Israel. This all 
begins with a dire situation where Israel is backed up to the Red Sea and the Egyptians are coming after 
them.  
 
Israel then complains that God sent them to the desert to die… this is a common complaint be it they 
are chased by an enemy, hungry, thirsty, hot, etc. The end result is God parts the waters of the Red Sea, 
and Israel walks on dry ground while Egypt is swallowed up by the sea. 
 
Let’s look at the role God plays vs. Moses’ role. It is God who convinces Pharaoh to let his people go. It is 
God who kills the firstborn of Egypt, while sparing the Israelites. It is God who fends off Egypt while HE 
parts the sea. It is God who causes the ground to be dry. It is God who swallows Israel with the seas. It is 
God who gives them manna in the desert. It is God… you get the picture.  
 
Moses in each of these scenarios simply does what God asks him to do. Whether its using his staff, or 
words, or an action, God invites Moses to partake in miracles… but it is God who performs them. And 
Moses doesn’t falter in the slightest. The Praise is given to God each time. Moses directs Israel’s 
attention to The Lord after each miracle. And Moses faithfulness allows him to walk closely alongside 
God. 
 
Covenant & Mt. Sinai 
In Chapter 19, Moses returns to Mt. Horeb (Mt. Sinai) where God told him to meet after Israel was free 
of Pharaoh. God wanted to meet with the people, but they were afraid and asked Moses to go for them. 
Moses is with God again, learning The Law and discovering Israel’s purpose to be a blessing to all 
nations.  
 
It is at Mt. Sinai that God builds on his covenant with Israel. The Covenant he makes with them is one 
that is written as Law. God’s invitation to Israel was to join Him in bringing hope to the world. God was 
going to restore humanity and through the Law, God wanted to use Israel as a sign to all nations that he 
was the One True God.  
 
But it’s also at Mt. Sinai, where Israel chooses to build their own idol to resemble YHWH. God is not 
pleased with this, and sends Moses down to destroy the idol they created to worship. Interestingly 
enough, it was the original set of 10 commandments that he destroyed trying to destroy the idol. He had 
to make another set. 
 



This example was quite telling for how Israel would respond to God’s covenant. They would battle with 
God for centuries over their own justifications, their own desires and ultimately their own gods. God’s 
promise to Israel was he would use them to be a blessing to all people, which he did. It was their choice 
to join Him in those efforts, which they did not. 
 
Israel’s Test: Failed 
Israel is brought to the Promised Land. They send in 12 spies to scope out the land. 10 of those twelve 
return declaring fear of the giants that live in the land. Joshua and Caleb both return sharing with the 
mindset of Moses and Aaron, that with God on their side there is nothing stopping them. Hello! Red 
Sea! 
 
But Israel simply didn’t trust God nor did they trust Moses. Instead, they refused to enter the Promised 
Land. This test is similar to the same test Adam and Even faced in the garden. Do we trust God? Or Do 
we trust someone/something else? Israel’s fear led them to all die in the desert, never getting to see the 
hope of the land God promised them. They even tried to go in on their own without God and were 
driven away! 
 
What does this event tell us about Moses’ character? As a leader? What positive qualities do you see in 
Moses? What negative qualities do you see? 
 
The Rock 
In the wandering of the wilderness (you know, the one caused by Israel’s lack of trust in God), the 
Israelites began complaining. Surprise, surprise! What was it about this time? Water! They were thirsty. 
Now this makes sense, right? You’re in the desert, there’s limited amount to drink… but to complain to 
God about it? Couldn’t you just simply ask? 
 
Moses, does ask on behalf of Israel, and God tells Moses to SPEAK to the rock and from it will flow 
water. Moses proceeds to not only speak to it, but to tell Israel that both he and God will make the rock 
produce water and the bangs it with his staff, twice. 
 
For Moses, disobedience, God isn’t pleased and ultimately doesn’t allow him to enter the Promised 
Land! What?!?! For banging a rock with a stick? I mean, maybe banging it three times might deserve a 
case of the runs or something, but to miss out on the God’s Promise? Why such a harsh punishment? 
 
Moses was deliberate in disobeying God’s command. But it wasn’t so much about the procedure that 
upset God, but instead the heart behind it. He drew attention away from God and on himself and a staff. 
The Israelites were obsessed with this staff! Some pretty miraculous events happened with the staff in 
hand. It turned to a snake (that ate other snakes!). It is used to part the Red Sea. It was used during a 
battle that while it was being held up, Israel was winning. When it was let down, Israel was losing.  
 
We must never confuse people or objects with The One True God. More importantly, as a leader, we 
must never cause others to be confused as to whether we (or an object) are God. God made the waters 
flow from the rock, but how easily Israel could look at Moses, and him banging the staff on the rock to 
see that it was the staff that made it happen, or Moses that caused it to happen. God’s deeds must 
never be mistaken for our own. 
 
The End 



Near the end of Deuteronomy and Moses’ life, He is invited to leave the people and go with The Lord to 
view The Promised Land before he dies. This is a beautiful picture, one that some may say is bitter-
sweet, but I might have to disagree.  
 
Yes, Moses never entered the Promised Land, but his faithfulness and dedication to The Lord’s purposes 
and to the people he was given care of led him to an end that was spent with Him and God. No one in 
the entire Bible had more interaction with God than Moses. And what a fitting to a friend of God. He 
gets to see what all this work was done for, and watch it with the one he adores the most.  
 


