
OCTOBER 10
Lesson 4: God is True (Romans 3:1-8)

3 What advantage, then, is there in being a Jew, or what value is there in circumcision? 2 Much in every
way! First of all, the Jews have been entrusted with the very words of God.

3 What if some were unfaithful? Will their unfaithfulness nullify God’s faithfulness? 4 Not at all! Let God be
true, and every human being a liar. As it is written:

“So that you may be proved right when you speak
and prevail when you judge.”

5 But if our unrighteousness brings out God’s righteousness more clearly, what shall we say? That God is
unjust in bringing his wrath on us? (I am using a human argument.) 6 Certainly not! If that were so, how
could God judge the world? 7 Someone might argue, “If my falsehood enhances God’s truthfulness and
so increases his glory, why am I still condemned as a sinner?” 8 Why not say—as some slanderously
claim that we say—“Let us do evil that good may result”? Their condemnation is just!



MAIN GOAL
The actions and beliefs of the human do not change the character of God. We can’t earn salvation.

STRUCTURE

***Tonight there will be a Conversation with The Elders in Room 101. So we’re making adjustments to
accommodate that. See below***

Schedule
As always, this is subject to change each week.
5:30 - Mealtime
6:10 - Announcements & Other Updates
6:15 - Lesson (See breakdown during lesson)
7:15 - Game Time
8:00 - Dismiss

Please make note that tonight the Lesson time and Game Time are switched. Jacob, please make
adjustments for this. Thank you!



CONTEXT
What Came Before?
In Chapter 1, Paul spoke to the sinfulness of all humanity. In Chapter 2, he narrows his focus to
Jewish believers, while also knowing the Gentile Christians would be listening in. Paul’s goal is to
create a common ground in which Jew and Gentile can unite over, and so far the common ground is
in the sinfulness of both parties (all humanity).

Paul’s form of writing style/argument is to talk to an unnamed, invisible Jew. Essentially he’s carrying
on a conversation with a fake person meant to represent the Jewish community and how they would
respond to what Paul was saying. This leads to several questions being asked (by this fake Jew), and
Paul answering them with Christ in mind.

Many believe Paul has been in ministry for nearly 20 years at the time of this letter, and so by now he
knows what questions will be asked in response to his arguments. In our passage today, this can be
seen quite clearly. Paul anticipates the questions commonly asked and provides the appropriate
responses needed. Several of these scenarios can easily be translated into our experience as Christ
followers today. Though this is written with Jews in mind, Paul anticipated Gentiles were listening in,
and there are some very basic truths we can learn from Paul’s words.

Say What?
Paul spent a whole chapter arguing that Jews are no more special than anyone else because they’re
fallen and sinful like all humanity. Paul has also made a profound and quite counter-cultural statement
at the end of Chapter 2. One is not a Jew on the outside, but it’s what happens on the inside that
makes one a Jew. This leads any typical Jew to ask, “What is the advantage of being a Jew, then?”
Paul’s answer is anticipated: “None.” He just argued there really isn’t anything that special about
being a Jew!

BUT Paul throws us off! His response is quite unexpected and should catch many of his readers
off-guard. Paul responds to this question with, “Much in every way!” His response helps bring even
more clarity to the previous chapter.

It could easily be misunderstood that Paul believes the privileges of Jews are now revoked. One
could also assume Gentiles who are listening in are jumping to those same conclusions. But what this
clarifies from Chapter 2 is that Jewish privilege does not provide any advantage over anyone else
when it comes to salvation. Rather (and Paul will later argue this), Jewish privilege is given to provide
the world with an opportunity for salvation. They were given “the very words of God” for goodness
sake!

Translation Difficulties
Verses 3-8 are notoriously difficult to translate from the Greek to English. Not because the words
used aren’t understandable, but because sentence structure and voice are hard to follow in the
original language. The Romans understood Paul clearly. We, on the other hand, have a bit of a barrier
when it comes to a proper understanding.

In verse 5, here’s what Dr. Moo has to say:



Critical to our view of the paragraph as a whole is the identity of the people who ask in
verse 5 about "our unrighteousness." Are they people who are generally wondering
about the fairness of God in judging people when their sin enhances God's glory? Or
are they Jews wondering how God can be "righteous" when he judges the sins of the
Jews?

- Douglas J. Moo, NIV Application Commentary: Romans, 2000

Moo (and others) suggests it is best understood as the latter. Ultimately, Is God unjust in bringing
wrath upon his chosen people? This highlights an assumption most Jews had (which we’ve already
discussed) that all Jews had immunity from his wrath and punishment. But Paul’s argument is
simple… If God they have God’s word (v.2), and God is true (v.4), then when the OT Scriptures
declares that God will judge the world (Ps. 7:6; 9:7; Isa. 2:4; 34:8) his words must be true and just
(Deut. 32:4; Ps 33:5).

The Ends Justify The Means
This is a heavily debated topic within the conversation of ethics and has been for millennia. Even a
movie such as Avengers: Infinity War deals with this very ethical dilemma. The villian’s (Thanos) main
goal is to make the universe a better more sustainable place, but in order to do that, he must murder
half the universe! The ends justify the means, right?

2000 years ago, when Paul was writing this letter, he addressed this very topic! If my sin enhances
God’s glory, why not sin so God can be glorified?! The end goal, being God is glorified, justifies the
way in which we got there: sin.

Paul’s response is simple and to the point: Their condemnation is deserved. Harsh! But Paul’s point is
excellent here. The moment we sacrifice integrity in order to accomplish a “good”, we cross a line that
nullifies the end result. This mentality spits in the face of God… whereas God would rejoice in sin in
order to be glorified! This is not the way God wants to have his glory known. God desires for ALL to
be saved, and that’s how he hopes his glory is made known.



LESSON

Read Romans 3:1-8

Recap & Introduction - P. Josh (10min)

Table Questions: God is True (Romans 3:1-4) (5min)
● Read Romans 3:1-4

● Think back to our lesson last week. Why would a Jew ask this first question? And why did Paul
answer the way he did?
Paul left us last week with the realization that it’s not what’s on the outside that saves us, but
what’s on the inside. And what Paul will reveal even later is what Christ does on the inside is
what really saves us. It’s easy to believe that Jews aren’t any more special than Gentiles
based on what Paul said in Chapter 2, but Paul suggests that they are quite special, because
they have a huge responsibility: they’ve been entrusted with God’s Word.

● Paul says, “Let God be true, and every human being a liar.” What does this mean?
Well, for starters it doesn’t mean that everything a person says is a lie. But what it does mean
is a few things: in light of who God is, his words are so true, that human words don’t hold
weight. It also means that even if every person was to lie, God’s words would still be true. This
saying is also an allusion to God’s faithfulness. He follows through with what he says and we
can trust him.

The truth of God and the lie of Judaism - P. Josh (5min)
We’ve addressed this already in this series, but I’m going to spend more time on it. Jews were under
the impression that their salvation and righteousness came from their bloodline. They believed they
were immune to God’s wrath because he chose them. God’s promise, along with history, proves that
Israel is not free from God’s wrath. Yet, God continues (even to this day) to use them to fulfill his
eternal purposes.

Table Questions: Is God Righteous? (Romans 3:5-6) (10min)
● Read Romans 3:5-6

● Verse 5 says, “Our unrighteousness brings out God’s righteousness…” What does that mean?
Jews believed they were exempt from God’s consequences. So, this perspective shows us
that they believed even in their sin, they’re supporting God. In a sense they’re right! God uses
all things (both good and bad) to reveal his glory. The problem is in their conclusion. They’ve
lost sight of God’s character. God is just and faithful to himself above all. Therefore, if the Jews
will sin, in his faithfulness he will judge them based on their sin.

● Why would the Jews believe God was unjust to them if he judged them with his wrath?
Because they believed he wouldn’t punish them for their crimes, because they were his
chosen people. They could essentially do whatever they want and God would still be forced to
love them because he chose them.



An Unjust God to the Jews - P. Josh (7min)
Arrogance and assurance can lead us to some faulty logic. If I know that my best friend would loyally
stay by my side through thick and thin, would it be wise of me to take advantage of that?
Hypothetically, if I was to cheat with his wife… how do you think he would respond to that? Oh, that’s
okay Josh… you’re my best friend. Do you think that would be his reaction? NO! And it shouldn't be! I
would expect his wrath to come down on me. I would expect there to be a huge line drawn in the
sand… maybe even creating a divide that I could never regain his trust. In a similar way, Paul’s
argument is that Israel can’t just believe they’re immune to God’s wrath. There are definitely lines
God has established that NO ONE should cross.

Table Questions: Ends and Means (Romans 3:7-8) (10min)
● Read Romans 3:7-8

● “My falsehood enhances God’s truthfulness and so increases his glory…” and “Let us do evil
that good may result.” These are two interesting statements. What do they mean?

● When someone says, “The ends justify the means,” what does that mean? Do you ever see
that happen? Do you agree with that statement?

For both questions: There are those who believe results matter more than the way you get
there. Some of you reading this would probably agree with that sentiment. Just as long as you
accomplish your goal, it doesn’t matter what you had to do to get there. But this is a very
dangerous place to be. Hypothetical: I know a man molested a child. But the moment I take
matters into my own hands (say I find a way to kill him and rid this earth of him), I’d be as awful
and sinful as the man. Rarely do ends justify the means. Rarely do the results matter more
than the way they were attained if the way they were attained were unethical or unrighteous.

The Thanos Problem - P. Josh
In the final two Avengers movies, the main bad guy is Thanos. He has seen his home planet
destroyed by greed and lack of viable resources. His solution to keep his planet (and people) alive
was to have a lottery (rich and poor, old and young alike - random) and kill half the population so the
remaining population could stay alive. He was considered a mad man because of it! But in the end,
he watched his planet crumble and his people suffer and die because they weren’t willing to make the
tough decisions. In response, he decided to make this happen throughout the universe so that life will
continue with enough resources to sustain itself. For Thanos, his end goal was to see life flourish.
The same could be said of the Avengers. But the means in which that happens were quite different.

I’ll spend time talking to students about how we often justify our actions because the results are what
we know are true. This often goes into how we treat sinful and worldly people. This is how we justify
our actions on social media, especially the times we post something without fact-checking or knowing
it will hurt someone in the process.

I heard an argument once in favor of abortion that claimed it puts more people in heaven. Logically,
that’s right! If you believe in an age of accountability or even simply in God’s mercy, then you believe



that if a child dies, then they go immediately to be with the Father. Abortion, then, is sending chidlren
to God at a fairly quick rate. - this in no way is to be insensitive toward a very disturbing topic. But one
can see how quickly the mindset of “the ends justify the means' ' can really miss the mark.


