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7 What then? What the people of Israel sought so earnestly they did not obtain. The elect among them
did, but the others were hardened, 8 as it is written:

“God gave them a spirit of stupor,
eyes that could not see

and ears that could not hear,
to this very day.”

9 And David says:

“May their table become a snare and a trap,
a stumbling block and a retribution for them.

10 May their eyes be darkened so they cannot see,
and their backs be bent forever.”

11 Again I ask: Did they stumble so as to fall beyond recovery? Not at all! Rather, because of their
transgression, salvation has come to the Gentiles to make Israel envious. 12 But if their transgression
means riches for the world, and their loss means riches for the Gentiles, how much greater riches will
their full inclusion bring!

13 I am talking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch as I am the apostle to the Gentiles, I take pride in my ministry
14 in the hope that I may somehow arouse my own people to envy and save some of them. 15 For if their
rejection brought reconciliation to the world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead? 16 If the
part of the dough offered as firstfruits is holy, then the whole batch is holy; if the root is holy, so are the
branches.

17 If some of the branches have been broken off, and you, though a wild olive shoot, have been grafted in
among the others and now share in the nourishing sap from the olive root, 18 do not consider yourself to
be superior to those other branches. If you do, consider this: You do not support the root, but the root
supports you. 19 You will say then, “Branches were broken off so that I could be grafted in.” 20 Granted.
But they were broken off because of unbelief, and you stand by faith. Do not be arrogant, but tremble. 21
For if God did not spare the natural branches, he will not spare you either.

22 Consider therefore the kindness and sternness of God: sternness to those who fell, but kindness to
you, provided that you continue in his kindness. Otherwise, you also will be cut off. 23 And if they do not
persist in unbelief, they will be grafted in, for God is able to graft them in again. 24 After all, if you were cut
out of an olive tree that is wild by nature, and contrary to nature were grafted into a cultivated olive tree,
how much more readily will these, the natural branches, be grafted into their own olive tree!



MAIN THEME
One is saved only through the work of Jesus Christ on the Cross. We can do nothing to earn our salvation.

LESSON OVERVIEW
Paul talks, once again, about the Jews and their relationship with salvation. These words and arguments
reflect a bit of Paul’s discussion in Romans 3:5-8. However, this time Paul spends an extended amount of time
feeding off his last statements of God’s justice and fairness.

Paul returns to the same writing style we find in the first three chapters of Romans, where he asks a question
and provides the answer. The overarching point Paul is driving home is that the Jews have mistaken their
responsibility as the chosen and have misunderstood the promise of God. The promise of God wasn’t
guaranteed salvation to the Jews, but that salvation would come from the people of Israel.

Salvation comes not from work, but from faith. Paul explains that the Jews have defined righteousness in their
own way (a law of righteousness), and God defines righteousness that is by faith. And that faith is displayed in
both mouth and heart. The mouth must proclaim Jesus is Lord, and your heart must believe it.

If we spent last week discussing God’s sovereignty through the election of His People, we see the flip-side in
these passages. We see a rejection of Jews and an acceptance from Gentiles. Unlike the Jews who have
chosen to pursue the law as means of salvation, the Gentiles have chosen to receive God’s righteousness
through faith in Jesus Christ.



COMMENTARY
A Call Back…
Paul begins with a question (the same form of rhetoric he’s been using for much of this letter). The answer,
though, is the culmination of chapters 9 and 10. In Paul’s response we see how God’s sovereignty (Chapter 9)
aligns with Israel’s choice (Chapter 10). And the result is Romans 8:28 -  “we know that in all things God works
for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.”

Two Groups of Jews
Paul has divided the people of Israel into two different groups. There is the minority “The Remnant” (from v.5),
and the “hardened”, the majority of Jews who have rejected Jesus as the Messiah. Paul’s goal is to help show
the Gentiles and Jewish Christians that God will use ALL Jews to bring salvation, even the hardened.

Stumbling Block
Sometimes, Paul can be a bit frustrating. Here we see the term stumbling block again, yet this time it’s not in
reference to Jesus being the stumbling block, but rather their stubbornness to receive the Messiah as their
Savior.

There’s Always Hope
Once again we see Paul’s heart for his people. Has Israel fallen
so far away that they’re beyond recovery? “NO!” Paul says
adamantly. The apostle does what he does for the sake of the
Gentiles, but with a shimmer of hope that one day his people will
see the power of Jesus through them (Gentiles) and join in on
Christ’s salvation.

We must realize that this hope Paul has for Israel isn’t a hope of
question, meaning Paul doesn’t really know if his people will
receive Christ’s salvation. Rather, Paul’s hope (like he uses all
through his letters) is a hope of certainty. He has no doubt that Israel will eventually come around. But he also
lives in reality where he knows some will reject the good news of Jesus Christ, and thus be “cut off” from the
promise.

God Is Resourceful
God’s chosen people believed their “chosenness” led them to salvation. The problem, though, is that they
misunderstood what it meant to be chosen. Paul helps clarify that as God’s elected people, they were chosen
to bring salvation to the world, NOT receive salvation themselves. Thus, God has continued to use them, even
in the rejection of God, to bring salvation.

This does not mean, however, that God has no desire for Israel to be saved. Rather, Paul calls for the Roman
Christians to imagine how powerful it would be if those who were elected to bring salvation were to actually
receive that salvation!

The Olive Tree
Jesus loved to use botany as an illustration, and Paul joins in on the fun here in Chapter 11. I know very little
about plant care/growing/gardening. So, I turn to some commentaries to help give a little more insight on this
subject:

The two major approaches to their interpretation are: (i) Just as the first part of a lump of dough offered
yeast free guarantees that the rest of the lump will be yeast free also, and as the root of a tree being



sound guarantees that its branches will be sound also, so too the present existence of a believing
remnant of Jews who are holy guarantees the future existence of their full number who will be holy also.
This interpretation is problematic because in the following verses (11:17–18), where the apostle speaks
of believing Gentiles along with believing Jews (the faithful remnant) being fellow participants in the
richness of the ‘root’, the ‘root’ must mean something other than the remnant, because the Jewish
remnant along with believing Gentiles are fellow participants in what is a third entity, the ‘root’. This has
led to the second major interpretation. (ii) The ‘first part of the lump of dough’ and the ‘root’ refer to the
patriarchs (cf. 11:28–29), in particular Abraham, and as the ‘the first part of the lump’ and ‘the root’ was
holy, so too are those Jews who are joined to him in a similar faith. These are the ‘true’ Jews whom Paul
describes as those ‘who not only are circumcised but who also walk in the footsteps of the faith that our
father Abraham had before he was circumcised’ (4:12), those who will make up the full number of the
elect of Israel. This is the view adopted in this commentary.

Colin G. Kruse, Paul’s Letter to the Romans, ed. D. A. Carson, The Pillar New Testament Commentary

Ancient religions had the concept of a holy tree. The tree might put forth new branches, but these too
were holy; they came from the same root. There is little doubt that Paul is here appealing to the fact that
the patriarchs (perhaps he means only Abraham) were holy people and this has consequences for their
descendants. It means that God will not discard them wholly, and thus in due course the fact that the root
of Israel is holy will have its effect in the latest branches.

Leon Morris, The Epistle to the Romans, The Pillar New Testament Commentary

The olive, cultivated in groves or orchards throughout Palestine, was an accepted emblem of Israel, as
was also the vine.29 Paul now develops the metaphor in such a way as to accommodate and illustrate
his teaching about Jews and Gentiles. The cultivated olive is the people of God, whose root is the
patriarchs and whose stem represents the continuity of the centuries. Now some of the branches have
been broken off, standing for the unbelieving Jews who have been temporarily discarded, and you
(Gentile believers), though a wild olive shoot, have been grafted in among the others (the Jewish
remnant), so that you now share with them in the nourishing sap from the olive root.

Some commentators make heavy weather of Paul’s allegory. They point out that, according to the
normal procedure, ‘grafts must necessarily be of branches from a cultivated olive inserted into a wild
stock, the reverse process being one which would be valueless and is never performed’. C. H. Dodd
goes further and makes merry at Paul’s expense. ‘Paul had the limitations of the town-bred man … and
he had not the curiosity to inquire what went on in the olive-yards which fringed every road he walked.’
Poor ignorant city boy! So some scholars draw attention to Paul’s reference in verse 24 to what is
‘contrary to nature’ and suggest that Paul knew what he was saying and was deliberately wishing to
teach theological rather than horticultural lessons.

In 1905, however, Sir William Ramsay wrote an interesting article, which is still quoted, in which he drew
on both ancient and modern authorities. The process Paul described, he wrote, was still in use in
Palestine ‘in exceptional circumstances …’, for ‘it is customary to reinvigorate an olive tree which is
ceasing to bear fruit by grafting it with a shoot of the wild-olive, so that the sap of the tree ennobles this
wild shoot and the tree now again begins to bear fruit’. Paul’s reference, therefore, is not to ‘the ordinary
process of grafting the young olive-tree’ but to ‘the method of invigorating a decadent olive-tree’.33 In
this case what is ‘contrary to nature’ is not the ‘grafting’ but the ‘belonging’, namely that the shoot has
been cut from the wild olive to which it naturally belonged and has been grafted into the cultivated olive
to which it does not naturally belong.

John R. W. Stott, The Message of Romans: God’s Good News for the World, The Bible Speaks Today

Arrogant Gentiles



We see something else come to light in the later verses of our passage. Up to this point in Paul’s letter it
could’ve been assumed that the Jews were the bullies and the poor Gentiles were taking the brunt of their

oppression. However, we see the context gives us different insight
into the attitudes of the Gentile. Paul commands, “do not consider
yourself to be superior to those other branches.” This helps us see
that not only were Jewish Christians stubborn in their approach to
ministry, but the Gentiles also found themselves responding out of
arrogance.

This is a great example of how arguments often work. It’s typically
not a one-sided affair, rather both sides are stubborn and arrogant to
accept any form of compromise. Gentiles were just as arrogant as
“the chosen”, and because of this we can see how deep the conflict
ran within this church.



LESSON OUTLINE
Structure: Table Questions
Given the nature of the material in chapters 9-11, I find it best to spend our time together in one large group.
Much of this information is “heady” information. We are learning some important truths about God and his
chosen people. However, the practicality of these truths will be hard to depict through object lessons, but rather
need to be applied to our living as we approach life through a Spirit-mindset.

11:1-6 - Pastor Josh will use this passage as a recap of the series.

vv. 7-12 - The Elect and the Hardened
In God’s sovereignty, those who have chosen to receive Jesus as their savior have continued to carry on God’s
promise. They are the elect or the “remnant”. For Israelites who’ve chosen to reject Jesus, they have been
hardened, but with a purpose! The purpose being to bring salvation to the Gentiles!

1. Read verse 7. Why would God not give salvation to someone who works really hard to attain it?
Because salvation doesn’t come through works (9:32). Salvation comes through faith in Jesus Christ
and belief in his death and resurrection. To this end, NO ONE can EARN salvation, it is a gift. We must
be humble enough to receive it. This means, in our humility, we must recognize we (I) can’t do this on
our (my) own!

2. Paul makes it clear that Israel is not beyond recovery, so there’s still a chance they may be saved@!
Who in our society do we typically “write-off” and think they’re beyond saving?
This is an open-ended question. Challenge the students to be real here. I would say there are several
in our society we’ve deemed “unsavable”.

3. God’s promise of salvation to Israel still stands, even though the majority of them have rejected Jesus.
Looking at verses 11-12, how does Paul show that God is still using Israel to bring salvation to the
world?
Just as God used the hard heart of Pharaoh to bring salvation to Israel during the Exodus of Egypt, he
is using the hard hearts of Israel to bring salvation to the Gentiles. The hope, however, is that Israel's
fate is different from Pharaohs.

vv.13-21 - Olive Branches Aren’t Arrogant
Paul makes it a point to express who he is addressing at this moment in the letter: The Gentiles. It is assumed
that the majority of Roman Christians are indeed Gentiles, thus because of the absence of the Jews for several
years there could’ve been a rise in Gentile-elitism. Paul wants to set things straight to the Gentiles to help them
understand exactly what has been done to bring salvation to them, how indebted they are to the Jews, and
most importantly the GRACE involved in their rescue.

1. Read v. 16, what is Paul talking about here?
Essentially, the promise remains true. Just as if dough has no yeast, when it is cooked it remains
without yeast. And if the root of a tree is good, the branches will also receive good nutrients… so it is
with those of the promise (the hope of salvation through Israel). If we’re welcomed into the family of
God, we must realize that the holiness that began in the early fathers of the faith, runs through us as
well… for we are now from the same “firstfruits”/root.

2. Like the Gentiles toward non-believing Jews, in what ways do you see Christians acting superior to
others? Should Christians act superior? Are we superior?
The first part of this question is open-ended. Christians often come across as elite and arrogant



because we possess something that others (the majority of the world) doesn’t have: Eternal Life. But
that doesn’t make us any greater than anyone else. It simply means we’ve received grace! So no, we
are not in any way superior to anyone else. Rather, we should be more sympathetic toward those who
do not know Christ.

3. What took place in order for the Gentiles to be “grafted” into the olive tree? How could this
understanding help humble the arrogance of the Gentiles? How could the same understanding humble
us today?
GRACE took place. It was God’s choice and design to see this through. Because of this undeserved
gift, we should not be arrogant, but humble to share this gift with others who need it.

vv. 22-24 - The Kindness and Sternness of God
As Paul notes, God is both kind and stern. The character of God is never limited to what we want. God will be
who he is, and we must accept him in that way, or else we choose to define God. The moment we define who
God is, we usually make him in our image. That means we make ourselves God. Furthermore, we must heed
the warning here… we can be cut off! But if we maintain our belief, and continue to live in God’s kindness there
will be salvation.

1. How is God kind? How is God stern? What does this tell us about God?
God is both kind and stern. Kind as it relates to his willingness to include both Jews and Gentiles into
his promise. Stern in that he “cuts off” any who do not follow through in their faith. It is easy to limit God
to how we desire him to be. As Voltaire once said, “If God has made us in his image, we have returned
him the favor.” We like God’s kindness, because kindness is easy to receive. Do we like God’s
sternness, though? Maybe if he’s stern with others, but not with us.

As a parent, my kids would much prefer me to be kind and leave the sternness behind. But what would
that mean for my children? I would fail my children if I didn’t teach them how to respect authority and
power. I’d do a disservice to them to give them what they want all the time. Just as my children must
receive me as their father who is both kind and stern, we must receive God and all his characteristics…
even if it makes us uncomfortable.

2. What is Paul’s warning here for the Gentiles? Does that warning still apply to us today?
The warning is we can be cut off. Much debate happens over the “warning verses” when it comes to the
theological understanding of eternal security. Eternal security is the belief that when one becomes a
believer, we will forever have salvation and there’s no way to lose it. Verses such as Jesus’ promise in
John 6 that he will never let go of those who were given to him, and Romans 8:38-39 are verses that
support this position.

There are theological traditions that don’t believe in eternal security, and they believe that one can lose
salvation. They look at several of Paul’s “warning verses” (such as this one) to conclude that one can
abandon the faith.

Both traditions have ways of interpreting these verses. But both conclude in the same fashion. One’s
life is a good indicator of salvation, and it is God who determines the finality of one’s eternity on the day
of judgement.


